
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 
December 8, 2014 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Renee Skinner presiding.  Other 
directors present were Vicky Dobson, Wayne Gibson, Chris Lutman, Keith Smith, and 
Todd Whatley.  Director Susan Turbeville was absent.   Also attending was Supt. Jim 
Tucker, Shirley Billingly, Rhonda Simmons, Shelley Pruitt, and Lou Ann Voris. 
 
Mrs. Skinner asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meetings held November 10 and November 13.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, 
seconded by Chris Lutman, and carried on a 6-0 vote, the minutes were approved at 6:01 
p.m. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Vicky 
Dobson, seconded by Keith Smith, and carried on a 6-0 vote, the bills were approved for 
payment at 6:03 p.m.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in 
the business office.  6:03 p.m. 
 
Jason Holsclaw with Stephens, Inc. visited with the board about refunding of a December 
1, 2009 bond, one of a series of bonds issued to construct El Dorado High School.  He 
noted that refunding of the bond will save the district $114,806.50.  He explained that the 
Arkansas Department of Education will allow a district to refinance a bond if a savings of 
$100,000 or more will be realized.  Stephens opened bids to purchase the bond on 
November 18, and three bids were received; one, from FTN Financial Capital Markets of 
Memphis, Tennessee, was accepted at a true interest cost of 2.99%.  He also explained 
that the district cannot take any other options on the bond until 2020. 
 
Mr. Holsclaw informed the board that bond payments should be made fifteen days prior 
to the deadline and if payments by a school district are not made, the State Department of 
Education will remit the payment, and the state will then withhold from the district the 
next distribution of state funding in an amount sufficient to reimburse the department for 
the payment and the department shall continue to withhold state funding due to the 
district until the department if fully reimbursed.  Mr. Holsclaw stated that although he has 
to inform a board of this information, the El Dorado district has always paid bond 
payments early.  He also said that the district cannot sell or lease any portion of the high 
school to a private business, and the district must comply with and carry out all of the 
provisions of the “continuing disclosure certificate,” an annual report regarding bond 
information submitted by Stephens for the district.  He also requested that the refunding 
be in the form of a resolution by the board.  After a time of discussion and on a motion by 
Wayne Gibson, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 6-0 vote at 6:15 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves a resolution regarding the 
refunding with Stephens, Inc. of a December 1, 2009 bond.  The resolution will be 
in the board minutes book. 

 
Mr. Holsclaw also stated the need for board approval agreeing to “post-issuance 
compliance of issues of tax-exempt obligations” in adopting a manual to comply and 
designating Shelley Pruitt as the person responsible for post-issuance compliance.  On a 
motion by Chris Lutman, seconded by Todd Whatley, and carried on a 6-0 vote at 6:18 
p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED,  That the board hereby approves of a post-issuance compliance 
manual and for Shelley Pruitt to be the responsible designee for the district. 

 
Michael Cobb, C.P.A. visited with the board about the district’s annual audit.  He noted 
the audit determines the district’s assets, if cash exists, if liabilities are correct, and if 
revenue and funding ‘did happen.’  We look to see if things are classified properly, we 
look at controls, at checks and balances and make assessments, Mr. Cobb said.  He said 
there were no findings of violations that state and federal laws were detected, and he 
listed total general fund revenues of $35,419,063, special fund revenues of $5,363,623, 
and other governmental funds of $497,847 for total government funds of $41,280,533.  



The total expenditures for the year ending June 30, 2014 were $39,108,144 with more 
than two million dollars earmarked to retire debt.   
 
Mr. Cobb noted the district ended the year better than the budget and he stated that 
revenue was better and expenses lower.  He complimented the district with, “You 
outperformed your budget.  The district is a good fiscal custodian of the public’s money 
and you have exercised required diligence.”  Mrs. Skinner thanked Mr. Cobb for his 
report.  6:26 p.m. 
 
Wayne Gibson recognized the Student of the Month, Emily Chisholm.  Emily is the 
daughter of Cynthia and Donny Chisholm and a third grader at Northwest Elementary 
School.  Her teachers – Mrs. Lewis, Mrs. Bailey, and Mrs. King – said that Emily is a 
wonderful and dedicated student in and out of the classroom.  She loves to read, is 
extremely bright, and has been on the All A Honor Roll.  She goes above and beyond her 
class assignments and is a joy to have in the classroom.  Emily participates in extra-
curricular activities and is active in her church.  She is a natural leader, helps others, and 
sets a good example for Northwest students. 
 
Her principal, Mrs. Henry said that Emily is one of the most pleasant, all-around good 
students that I have had the honor to know.  She always has a smile on her face when 
meeting me in the hallway.  While maintaining her academic performance at an advanced 
level, she attends to school rules, and is a willing helper to other students as well as 
teacher.  Her teachers added that Emily is one you will want to keep your eye on – she 
will move mountains!  Mr. Gibson presented Emily with a certificate from the board. 
6:29 p.m. 
 
Teacher of the Month from Northwest Elementary School is Debbie Smith.  Mr. Gibson 
said that Ms. Smith received her Bachelor of Science degree and a Master’s degree in 
elementary education and early childhood form Harding University and Southern 
Arkansas University.  She has also been a recipient of the Teacher of the Year award.  
Ms. Smith has worked seventeen years at Yocum, nine years at Southside, and twelve 
years at Northwest for a total of thirty-eight years in our district! 
 
Fellow co-workers nominating kindergarten teacher, Debbie Smith said that she is an 
asset to our staff because of her efforts, dedication, and impact on our school.  Each year 
she is deeply devoted to her students.  She teaches her students Common Core skills 
along with how to be a respectable citizen.  She uses a hands-on approach with everyday 
household items to demonstrate math and literacy skills.  She tells engaging stories from 
her childhood so her students have a real connection to her and they love it.  Every child 
should have such a caring adult in their lives. 
 
Her principal, Michelle Henry said that Debbie Smith is an amazing woman.  Her 
teaching style engages the children and always has them on their toes.  She is loving yet 
not coddling, challenging yet not discouraging.  She is a dedicated teacher that works to 
not only make the kids better students but better individuals.  She is creative and 
passionate.  Debbie Smith is the right mix of teacher, mother, and caregiver.  Mr. Gibson 
presented Ms. Smith with a certificate from the board.  6:32 p.m. 
 
Tom Simmons recognized two schools that received awards from the Office for 
Education Policy at the University of Arkansas.  He said Hugh Goodwin Elementary 
School was one of the top five schools in southwest Arkansas in math achievement and 
congratulated teachers Janice Riggs, Tobie Sprawls, Gennette Graham, and Kathy Sixbey 
and their principal, Connie Reed.  Mr. Simmons then recognized Barton Jr. High School 
as one of the top ten middle schools in the state on end-of-course Algebra I exams and 
said all Barton students scored advanced on the test.  He added Barton was actually 
number one in the state.  Mr. Simmons recognized Principal Sherry Hill and teachers 
Karen Millican and Chae Coan. He congratulated them and expressed appreciation for 
helping our students achieve this recognition. 
 
Jeannie Strother presented another Office for Education Policy award that went to El 
Dorado High School for Benchmark Literacy Achievement.  She congratulated teachers 
Jennifer Murphy, Jeremy Gray, and Johnathan Sutherland and their principal, Alva 



Reibe.  She explained the high school was ranked as one of the top twenty schools in the 
state for most improved literacy grades.  6:36 p.m. 
 
Carolyn Smith recognized two science teachers from El Dorado High School that have 
achieved National Board Certification.  She said while teacher licensure systems set the 
basic requirements to teach in each state, completion of National Board Certification 
signifies that teachers have voluntarily gone much further.  NBC teachers have developed 
and demonstrated the advanced knowledge, skills, and practices required of an 
outstanding educator.  Certification consists of four components:  written assessment of 
content knowledge, reflection on student work samples, video and analysis of teaching 
practice, and documented impact and accomplishments as a teaching professional. 
 
Mrs. Smith introduced Shelley Forbess and Angie Parker as National Board Certification 
recipients.   She also noted that teachers have up to three years to complete assignment 
for the certification and that both Forbess and Parker achieved the “gold standard” by 
completing their certification in one year.  Mrs. Forbess and Mrs. Parker thanked school 
administration, principals, teachers, family members, and friends for their encouragement 
and support during the certification process.  6:40 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Smith gave the board an overview of Next Generation science standards that have 
been endorsed, but not adopted, by the Arkansas Department of Education.   She said 
these standards are not Common Core and not curriculum, but standards listing what 
students should learn at each grade level in science.  She said the standards strive to teach 
children how to be scientists in a real world.  The research based standards are 
performance expectations and Arkansas is one of twenty-six states that has led in the 
development of Next Generation science standards.   
 
Mrs. Smith said standards will be phased in in 2016 for kindergarten through fourth 
grades, 2017 for students in grades five through eight, and in 2018 for ninth through 
twelfth grades.  Implementing the Next Generation science standards will require lots of 
professional development.  Mrs. Smith explained, “We intend to change how we teach 
science so it is more like how real scientists work.”  She showed a chart listing how 
science, math, and English language arts overlap, and these standards will help students 
to see how it all relates and works together.  We have to revise our standards and train 
our teachers, she said. 6:58 p.m. 
 
Alva Reibe and Sherry Hill asked the board’s consideration for date changes to the 
Barton Kittens Conference on March 10 and El Dorado High School’s CATS Conference 
on March 12.  Mrs. Reibe said after the board approved the 2014-2015 District Calendar 
last spring, the Arkansas Department of Education notified the district of the PARCC 
testing dates which coincided with conferences.  Due to the conflict, Mrs. Reibe and Mrs. 
Hill need the Kittens Conference changed to March 3 and EHS’ CATS Conference to be 
March 5.  Mr. Tucker recommended the change as presented to the board.  On a motion 
by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Chris Lutman, and carried on a 6-0 vote at 6:59 p.m., it 
was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves revision to the 2014-2015 District 
Calendar.  Kittens Conference will now be March 3, 2015 and CATS Conference 
will be March 5, 2015. 

 
Mrs. Reibe updated the board on the School Reach program that will be implemented at 
the high school in January.  She said it is an automated call system that will alert parents 
when their student has missed one or more school periods per day.  She explained that the 
system will only call parents for unexcused absences and the system will continue to call 
those phone numbers listed on the emergency card for a student.  Mrs. Reibe reminded 
the board that absences affect funding and testing. She said the administrators feel it will 
make the attendance count more accurate and parents more aware.  7:10 p.m. 
 
Mr. Tucker stated the need for the board’s approval of an Employee Benefits Plan 
administrator change.  He asked that they approve the change from former business 
manager Angie Drummond to business manager Shelley Pruitt as the administrator of the 



district’s employee benefits plan.  On a motion by Vicky Dobson, seconded by Wayne 
Gibson, and carried on a 6-0 vote at 7:11 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves Shelley Pruitt as administrator to 
the Employee Benefits Plan. 

 
The board approved the transfer request for one student that lives in Parkers Chapel to 
transfer to El Dorado School District and another student to transfer to Smackover School 
District.  
 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Vicky 
Dobson, and carried on a 6-0 vote at 8:00 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel. 
 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.   


