
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 
August 11, 2014 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Renee Skinner presiding.   Other 
directors present were Wayne Gibson, Chris Lutman, Todd Whatley.    Directors Keith 
Smith, Susan Turbeville and Todd Whatley were absent.  Also attending the meeting was 
Supt. Jim Tucker, Shirley Billingly, Rhonda Simmons, Bonnie Haynie, Shelley Pruitt, 
and Lou Ann Voris. 
 
Mrs. Skinner asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meetings held July 14.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Chris Lutman, and 
carried on a 4-0 vote, the minutes were approved at 7:01 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Pruitt reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Chris 
Lutman, seconded by Todd Whatley, and carried on a 4-0 vote, the bills were approved 
for payment at 7:02 p.m.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file 
in the business office. 
 
The board approved petition for transfer requests for two students to transfer to the 
Smackover-Norphlet School District, eight to the Parkers Chapel School District, and two 
students to the El Dorado School District. 7:07 p.m. 

 
Mr. Tucker introduced Clara Jones and stated that she was the instructor of a culinary arts 
camp this summer for high school students.  Mrs. Jones spoke with the board stating fried 
chicken, Cobb salad, pizza, hamburgers, omelets, bread, chicken soup, and meat loaf 
were some of the foods that students learned how to prepare during the culinary camp 
which was held at the high school.  She said that six students completed the four-week 
class, which was held from 8:30 until 11:30 a.m., Monday through Thursday in July.  She 
noted the students learned a lot, accomplished a lot, and had fun.  She explained that 
when students first arrived for the camp, they were given chores that usually accompany 
restaurant jobs, such as emptying the dishwasher, setting the tables, and making the daily 
bread.  After the daily chores were done, a menu for the day was completed. 
 
On the first day of the camp, students were given cooking utensils and sauté pans, and on 
the second day, campers were each given a whole chicken, and they learned how to cut 
the poultry into eight pieces.  They boiled the chicken and the stock was used in various 
dishes throughout that week.  Mrs. Jones said that students learned proper and safe ways 
to use cutlery during the camp.  They also learned how to create the five mother sauces – 
Béchamel, Veloute, Espagnole, Hollandaise, and Classic Tomato or Red sauce.  They 
also learned everything in its place and to have all ingredients ready before starting a 
recipe.  Mrs. Jones stated the high schools industrial kitchen was wonderful and had room 
for lots of students to work.  She expressed a desire to conduct another Culinary Camp.  
Mrs. Jones added that she would recommend all of her students if they applied for entry-
level restaurant positions.  Mr. Tucker thanked Mrs. Jones for leading the students and 
noted the district is very interested in additional camps in the future.  7:25 p.m. 

 
Shirley Billingly updated the board on personnel.  She stated the district currently has 
564 employees which include 383 licensed and 181 classified staff.  She said all licensed 
staff members are highly qualified except for two at El Dorado High School and two at 
Washington Middle School.  The district has hired fifty-two new teachers for the 2014 – 
2015 school year and there are two new positions, a social studies teacher and a literacy 
instructional resource teacher.  7:30 p.m.  
 
Mr. Tucker explained the need for a larger box truck for the growing band program. The 
truck currently used to haul band instruments and equipment and taken on away games 
and competitions will be used elsewhere in the district. He noted the following bid is for 
a used 2006 International box truck, 26’ box with lift, diesel, and has 280,000 miles.  
 
             Company         Amount 
Ar-Tex Truck, Texarkana, AR     $29,900.00 
 



On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Todd Whatley, and carried on a 4-0 vote at 
7:31p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the $29,900.00 bid from Ar-Tex 
Truck in Texarkana, AR for a used box truck for the district’s band program. 

 
Mr. Tucker reminded the board that across the state the annual school election is 
Tuesday, September 16.  Since the current board positions are unopposed the elections 
will be held through early and absentee voting at the County Clerk’s office in the Union 
County Court House.  7:32 p.m. 

 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Keith 
Smith, and carried on a 4-0 vote, at 8:06 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel.  

 
On a motion by Chris Lutman, seconded by Todd Whatley, and carried on a 4-0 vote at 
8:07, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the following non-renewal of 
contracts for:  David Hearnsberger, Jordan McKinnon, and Katy Smith. 

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
  
      
      
 
 
 
       
       
 
 
 


