
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 
April 21, 2014 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Renee Skinner presiding.  Other 
directors present were Vicky Dobson, Wayne Gibson, Chris Lutman, Keith Smith, and 
Susan Turbeville.  Director Todd Whatley was absent.  Also attending was Supt. Bob 
Watson, Jim Tucker, Shirley Billingly, Rhonda Simmons, Tim Zylks, Phillip Lansdell, 
Shelley Pruitt, and Lou Ann Voris. 
 
Mrs. Skinner asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meeting held March 11.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and 
carried on a 6-0 vote at 7:01 p.m., the minutes were approved. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Chris 
Lutman, seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried on a 6-0 vote, the bills were approved 
for payment.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in the 
business office.  7:02 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Skinner introduced Student of the Month from Retta Brown Elementary School, 
Jesus Sierra.  He is the son of Jose Sierra and Maria Olvera and in Mr. Tyrone Davis’ 
fourth grade classroom.  Mr. Davis said that Jesus is well-mannered and respectful.  He is 
always helping someone whether it is a student or a teacher.  He is very task oriented and 
cares a lot about his work, even asking for extra homework.  Students say that he is 
helpful and great friend.  His principal, Mrs. Kimberly Thomas stated that Jesus is the 
type of student every teacher dreams of teaching.  He is eager, willing, and helpful.  Jesus 
is self-motivated and always looking for a challenge.  Staff and students at Retta Brown 
are thrilled that Jesus Sierra was chosen student of the month.  Mrs. Skinner presented 
him with a certificate from the board.  7:05 p.m. 
 
Student of the Month from Yocum Primary School is William Obiozo, Mrs. Skinner 
stated. He is the son of Dr. and Mrs. Albert Obiozo and in Mrs. Danielle King’s first 
grade classroom.  He is an attentive student who is eager to learn new things and strives 
to be his best.  He displays consideration of teachers and peers daily through kind and 
respectful actions.  William’s positive attitude is contagious.  All the teachers and 
principals at Yocum Primary School know he is very deserving of this award and 
congratulate him.  Mrs. Skinner presented William with a certificate from the board.  
7:07 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Skinner said Andretti Murphy was chosen Teacher of the Month from Retta Brown 
Elementary School.  Ms. Murphy received her bachelor’s degree in elementary education 
at Southern Arkansas University.  She teaches first grade at Retta Brown and this is her 
third year of teaching in our district.   
 
Those nominating Ms. Murphy stated she is always willing to lend a helping hand.  She 
cares about her students and wants all of them to be successful.  Ms. Murphy is positive 
and a pleasant person to work with.  Her principal, Mrs. Kimberly Thomas stated she is 
motivated and thoughtful.  She truly cares about her work.  She is a team player attending 
all school events and cheering on students and teachers.  Ms. Murphy is positive and is 
always seen with a smile on her face.  She reaches her students no matter what level they 
are on.  Also, Ms. Murphy was a finalist for the teacher excellence award last year.  Staff 
and students at Retta Brown are proud that Ms. Andretti Murphy was chosen teacher of 
the month.  Mrs. Skinner presented her with a certificate from the board.  7:06 p.m. 
 
Kristen Boothe was chosen Teacher of the Month from Yocum Primary School.  Mrs. 
Boothe received her Bachelor of Science degree in education from the University of 
Central Arkansas.  She began her career in our district with this being her sixth year of 
teaching. 
 
Those nominating her stated she is an extraordinary educator with a huge heart for all 
students.  She finds unique ways to make learning fun and successful for every student.  
She has a positive effect on everyone around her.  Yocum staff and students are thankful 



to have Kristen Boothe at Yocum Primary School.  Mrs. Skinner presented her with a 
certificate from the board.  7:07 p.m.  
 
The school board approved Petitions for Transfer for two students to transfer to Parkers 
Chapel School District. 
 
Tim Zylks presented bids received for district-wide copy paper for next school year. 
 
                 Company     Per Case      Total 
Contract Paper Group, Uniontown, OH     24.23 $43,614.00 
Unisource, Texarkana, AR       25.35   45,630.00 
 
Mr. Watson recommended the low bid from Contract Paper Group in the amount of 
$43,614.00.  He noted that Contract Paper Group ships this paper from an Arkansas paper 
mill.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Chris Lutman, and carried on a 6-0 
vote at 7:10 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid of $43,614.00 from 
Contract Paper Group for the district-wide copy paper for the 2014-2015 school 
year. 

 
Mr. Zylks said the results of bids received for two Type D trip buses were: 
 
 Company           Each        Total 
Central States Bus Sales   $  96,915.00  $193,830.00 
Midwest Bus Sales      103,272.00    206,544.00 
Diamond State Bus Company       No Bid 
 
He stated Mr. Watson’s recommendation is the low bid from Central States Bus Sales.  
On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Chris Lutman, and carried on a 6-0 vote at 
7:14 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the total bid of $193,830.00 for two 
Type D trip buses from Central States Bus Sales. 

 
Mr. Zylks also brought before the board bid results for one Type C route bus: 
 
            Company             Total 
Diamond State Bus Company      $73,325.00 
Central States Bus Sales        77,270.00 
Midwest Bus Sales         80,820.00 
 
Mr. Zylks said that Mr. Watson recommended the low bid from Diamond State Bus 
Company.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried on 
a 6-0 vote at 7:15 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid of $73,325.00 from 
Diamond State Bus Company for one Type C route bus. 

 
Mr. Watson reminded the board of Blake Dunn’s visit with the board last month 
regarding the security upgrades for Washington Middle School, Murmil Educational 
Center, and Yocum Primary School.  The bids received on those projects were: 
 
 Company              Total 
Cline Construction Group, N. Little Rock, AR   $365,252.00 
G.A.G. Builders, Inc., Cabot, AR       445,000.00 
JMD Construction Services, N. Little Rock, AR     311,000.00 
 
Mr. Watson recommended the low bid of $311,000.00 from JMD Construction services 
for the security upgrades.  On a motion by Keith Smith, seconded by Chris Lutman, and 
carried on a 6-0 vote at 7:17 p.m., it was 
 



RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid of $311,000.00 from JMD 
Construction Services for security upgrades at Washington Middle School, 
Murmil Educational Center, and Yocum Primary School. 

 
Rhonda Simmons stated the 2014-2015 District Calendar was presented in the March 
meeting for the board’s consideration.  It was later found that one day should be added to 
the teacher in-service days and August 7 was chosen.  With that being the only change 
Mr. Watson asked for the board’s vote.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by 
Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 6-0 vote at 7:20 p.m., it was 
 
 RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the 2014-2015 District Calendar. 
 
Phillip Lansdell said since he and Tim Zylks presented a recommendation last month 
regarding changes to the district commercial driver’s license policy, they have another 
option to present for consideration.  At least two people – coaches and/or activity 
coordinators – in each sport or group program be required to acquire and maintain a 
commercial drivers license and any newly hired coach or program sponsor be mandated 
to have a CDL.  Mr. Watson explained the safety issue of having more than one driver on 
a trip that is certified with a CDL.  He also stated the CDL requirement will be added to 
the district’s policy manual and will become part of affected employees’ contracts.  It 
was also noted that school coaches and sponsors of programs will be required to pay for 
their own CDL.  After a time of discussion, agreement of the presented option, and on a 
motion by Chris Lutman, seconded by Keith Smith, and carried on a 6-0 vote at 7:22 
p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the commercial drivers license 
requirement as presented. 

 
Mr. Watson reminded board members that the South Central Service Cooperative asks 
each district board to appoint a representative to the co-op board of directors.  Mr. 
Watson stated his recommendation, for the term beginning July 1, 2014, is Jim Tucker.  
On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Chris Lutman, and carried on a 6-0 vote at 
7:23 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby appoints Jim Tucker to the South Central 
Service Cooperative Board beginning July 1, 2014. 

 
Mrs. Skinner announced the District Staff Retirement Dinner will be Thursday, May 15 
at 6:30 p.m. at the El Dorado Golf and Country Club.  7:24 p.m. 
 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Vicky 
Dobson, and carried on a 6-0 vote 8:02 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel.   

 
On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Chris Lutman, and carried on a 6-0 vote at 
8:05 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendation concerning the classified personnel. 

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
       
 
 
 
 


