
Is Long Term Independent
Study the right choice for me?

Independent Study can be a powerful
educational plan for students who are
seeking a non-traditional school setting.
Offered in grades K-12, Independent
Study meets the needs for students and
families seeking content aligned to grade
level standards at a level of quality and
intellectual challenge substantially
equivalent to in-person instruction.

Ready to learn more?
Contact Catherine Miroballi

cmiroballi@wusd.org,
707-837-7767, Ext. 2262

https://www.wusd.org/page/long-term-i
ndependent-study.

Independent study is an alternative to classroom
instruction consistent with a local educational
agency’s (LEA) course of study and is not an
alternative curriculum. Independent study is

governed by the California Education Code (EC)
sections 51745–51749.6 .

Windsor Unified School District is proud to
be leading the county in our robust offerings for
Independent Study (IS) students. These
programs provide a top-tier, educational
alternative for those students who thrive outside
of the traditional school setting. But who are
those students? What makes a successful
Independent Study Student?

Students are organized and
self-motivated.
These programs rely heavily on student
motivation and follow-through, with consistent
support of their families. While there is some
flexibility of scheduling, students and families
should expect school to still be a
five-day-a-week endeavor, and requires
students to keep their own schedules and stay
on track with work. Edgenuity is accessible 24/7
so that students can login and work at their own
convenience. Independent learners, kids who
are accountable and fulfill their agreement and
take advantage of opportunity, will succeed.

Students are tech-savvy.
While the District does supply all necessary
technology for students, including wifi hotspots
for those without home internet, students and
families must be comfortable and savvy enough
to operate the technology with minimal
hands-on assistance from the District.
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Students are comfortable and effective in
advocating for themselves.
Students who do well in IS often connect with their
designated IS teacher daily or weekly. They keep
an open line of communication with the teacher,
and are not afraid to ask for help or guidance when
needed. Students sign a Master Agreement to
ensure that they are held accountable for
completing work and participating with their teacher.
Our teachers work hard to offer a variety of
communication platforms for students and families
in order to support IS students.

Students have support and oversight.
The contract for IS is signed by students and their
families, and is enforceable as such. Families
should understand that there is a significant
commitment inherent in this study path. They
should be prepared to potentially log in daily with
their student, check their progress and work to
make sure deadlines and workloads are being met,
and more. Families should communicate with
teachers as well, and there is a family portal feature
that parents are logged into where they can check
progress.

.What else is there to know about
Independent Study (IS)?

● Edgenuity is the software platform that
delivers the curriculum. Some portions
of the courseware are video-based and
others are reading-based. There is live
tutoring support for students, which is
available with a click of a button.

● High School credit deficient students
can recover credits in Edgenuity
alongside their regular IS work–it’s the
same platform.

● Independent Study students are still
Windsor students that can participate in
dances, sports, and other activities. If
students have a specific interest or
activity on campus they would like to
participate in, please check with your
academic counselor or school’s Athletic
Director.

● IS high school students can take
advantage of dual enrollment at Santa
Rosa Junior College.

● IS high school students can follow both
A-G (UC/CSU college prep) and
Advanced Placement pathways.

● K-12 IS students can attend school
from anywhere with WiFi access,
freeing them to pursue interests outside
of the school environment such as
non-school sports or travel and
exploration.

● English Learners will get English
Language Development support with a
WUSD teacher.

● Students with IEPs and 504s can be IS
students. Be sure to check with your
Academic Counselor and Case
Manager to make sure IS is the right
choice.
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