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Oct. 5, 2022

Dear WUSD Families:

We are writing today to inform you of an alert notice that all California
school districts have received from the California Department of
Public Health (CDPH) about an uptick in the appearance of a drug
that is potentially harmful to your children.

Brightly-colored fentanyl—referred to as rainbow fentanyl—has been
identified as a new trend according to the United States Drug
Enforcement Agency. Rainbow fentanyl can be found in many forms,
including pills, powder, and blocks that can resemble sidewalk chalk
or candy. Any pill (regardless of its color, shape, or size) that does not
come from a health care provider or pharmacist can contain fentanyl
and can be deadly.

Fentanyl is incredibly dangerous and can be absorbed through the
skin, so a child picking up what they think is a piece of chalk or a
candy can receive a lethal dose.

According to CDPH’s Overdose dashboard:

● Emergency department visits related to non-fatal opioid
overdoses in California’s youth ages 10-19 years more than
tripled from 2018 (379 total) to 2020 (1,222 total).

● Opioid-related overdose deaths in California’s youth ages
10-19 years increased from 2018 (54 total) to 2020 (274 total),
marking a 407 percent increase over two years, largely driven
by fentanyl.
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● Fentanyl-related overdose deaths in California’s youth ages 10-19 years
increased from 2018 (36 total) to 2020 (261 total), a 625 percent increase.

We are alerting you to this information not to scare you, but in the hopes that it will spur
a conversation with your children where they are reminded not to touch or pick up
anything that look like chalk or candy or medicine, and not to eat anything given to them
by others, including gummies, candy or gum.

We are not aware of instances of rainbow fentanyl being found at any WUSD school,
nor the town of Windsor, but if the California Department of Public Health felt the need
to create an alert around rainbow fentanyl, then we felt you should be made aware of it.

We will remain vigilant, but we hope you take this opportunity to have a conversation
with your children about the threats this drug can pose.

Jeremy Decker
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Superintendent

Windsor Unified School District

Page 2 of 2


