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Windsor Unified School District Announces Implementation of Free,
Universal PreK-TK for 4-Year-Olds Starting Fall of 2022

PRESS RELEASE

Windsor, California — Windsor Unified School District is proud to
announce that beginning in the fall of 2022, we will be offering free
expanded PreK-TK classrooms for younger students. Any child who
has had their 4th birthday by Sept. 1, 2022 will be admitted into our
program at no cost to families. This new PreK-TK is an expansion of
existing pre-Kindergarten classes, and though the name is still a work
in progress, it is a single program encompassing a wider-age range of
eligible students.

This will be available at both Mattie Washburn Elementary (our TK-2
school) and our Spanish immersion school Cali Calmécac Language
Academy (TK-8). Due to Cali’s limited space, there will be more
openings at Mattie. The PreK-TK program will follow the same
schedule as the chosen school’s Kindergarten classes – 8:25 a.m. to
2:25 p.m. at Cali and 8:20 a.m. to 2:10 p.m. at Mattie; both schools
have early release on Wednesdays.

Brooks Elementary – Cali Calmécac Language Academy – Mattie Washburn Elementary - North County Consortium
Windsor Middle School – Windsor High School - Windsor Oaks Academy – North Bay Met Academy
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Along with the expansion of PreK-TK, WUSD is also planning after-school programs for
all PreK-TK through 2nd grade students who need it beginning in the 2022/23 school
year. These programs will be at little to no cost to families. Details, information on
enrollment and program specifics for after school programs will be made available early
Spring of 2022.

“Studies show that the early learning years can be the most critical in terms of setting
students up for future success,” said WUSD’s Coordinator for Child Development
Jessica Borland. “That’s why early childhood education has been emphasized by the
governor, and why in Windsor we are excited to provide the best possible early
education options for our families.

Windsor’s expanded, free PreK-TK offerings come a full three years earlier than a
mandate passed by the governor last year, and are intended to provide the littlest
learners with a strong base to build all their future learning on. Each class will be run by
a fully-credentialed teacher, and will provide full-day instruction. PreK-TK is meant to be
a stepping stone between preschool and kindergarten, and in California, both PreK-TK
and kindergarten are entirely optional (children are only required to attend school once
they turn 6). The class ratios for PreK-TK are expected to start out at 12 students to 1
teacher or teaching assistant and transition to 10 students to 1 teacher/assistant by the
2023-2024 school year.

Our expanded PreK-TK program will bring highly qualified teachers in PreK-TK through
3rd grade together to build a seamless transition from one grade to the next. Our
teachers develop curriculum based on the whole child’s needs, which includes
opportunities to learn Language Arts skills, Math concepts, art, quiet areas and free play
time that promotes creativity. Classroom teachers and staff will have credentials to
teach in both a K-6 program, and requirements for Early Child Education certificates
found in most preschools. This degree of expertise in both areas will provide the best
educational opportunities for your PreK-TK student, and is not commonly found in other
preschools.

“We are so excited to be offering this opportunity to our families here in Windsor,” said
Superintendent Jeremy Decker. “The value to students to get off on the right foot with
their education is incalculable. There is a severe shortage of affordable, high-quality,
PreK classrooms available to families. We decided to meet this need head on by
offering free PreK-TK to our entire community.”
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Knowing that the need for affordable, high quality, PreK programs is an issue in the
greater Sonoma County area, the Windsor Unified School District is also accepting
transfer students from other districts into their programs, including the new PreK-TK
classes. For more information on how to apply for an interdistrict transfer, please go
here.

To learn more about our two schools offering these programs, please go to
mwe.wusd.org (Mattie Washburn) or ccla.wusd.org (Cali Calmecac).

The registration window for enrollment in the Fall of 2022 at Cali Calmécac is from Jan.
19 to Feb. 8, 2022. The registration window for enrollment in the Fall of 2022 at Mattie
Washburn Elementary opens Jan. 19 and remains open on a continuous basis. To enroll
your child, please use the following enrollment link
https://windsorusd.aeries.net/enrollment/.

Please note, that as a charter school, Cali Calmécac has additional requirements for
enrollment, which are outlined at the following link.
https://ccla.wusd.org/o/cali-calmecac-language-academy/page/transitional-kindergarten-
tk

Questions? Please contact Jessica Borland, Coordinator for Child Development at
jborland@wusd.org.
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