
COOPERSTOWN CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MINUTES 
 

DATE:    January 22, 2020 
 
KIND OF MEETING: Regular 
 
PLACE:   Library, Junior/Senior High School 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Timothy Hayes, Anthony Scalici, Wendy Kiuber, Marcy Birch, Marielle 

Ainsworth, Matthew Schuermann, and Gillian Spencer 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  William T. Crankshaw, Superintendent of Schools 
    Amy B. Kukenberger, Business Administrator 

Ann Meccariello, Elementary Principal 
David Bertram, Director of Extracurricular Programs and Athletics 
 

 President Hayes called the meeting to order at 5:45 PM. 
 

Under public comments, parent Jessica McCaffrey referred to a letter she wrote to the Board of 
Education involving the complaint she filed with the NYS Education Department against the Cooperstown 
Central School District.  In her letter, Mrs. McCaffrey spoke to the NYS Education Department’s 
recognition of her complaints and subsequent findings and recommendations by the NYS Education 
Department to the School District.  She also thanked the Board of Education for their work to address her 
concerns and encouraged them to continue to make changes to address, what she feels, is a broader, 
systemic problem. 
 
 Motion by Mr. Hayes, seconded by Mrs. Birch.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education 
of the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 
does hereby approve the minutes of the Public Budget discussion held December 18, 2019, as presented. 
 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 
 Motion by Mr. Hayes, seconded by Ms. Ainsworth.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 
Education of the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
Schools, does hereby approve the regular meeting minutes of December 18, 2019, as presented. 
 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 

Mr. Schuermann gave a report of the Buildings, Grounds & Safety Committee meeting of January 
16, 2020.  The next Committee meeting is February 6, 2020 at 7:30 am.  Mr. Scalici added that the 
Committee spoke about the overpricing of the Smart Bond bids. 

 
 Mrs. Birch gave a report of the Public Relations, Policy & Extracurricular Committee meeting on 
December 18, 2019.  The next Committee meeting is January 27, 2020 at 7:30 am. 

 
Motion by Mrs. Birch, seconded by Mrs. Spencer.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 

Education of the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
Schools, does hereby accept amendments to Policy 6121 Sexual Harassment In The Workplace, for first 
reading. 

 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
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Motion by Mrs. Birch, seconded by Mrs. Kiuber.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education 

of the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 
does hereby accept Policy 7220: Graduation Options/Early Graduation/Accelerate Programs, for second 
reading and adoption. 

 
SUBJECT: GRADUATION OPTION/EARLY GRADUATION/ACCELERATED PROGRAMS 
 

To graduate from the District, a student must meet or exceed the requirements set forth in Part 100 of 
the Commissioner's regulations. The Board may establish graduation requirements that exceed the minimum 
standards set by the Board of Regents. The District will award the appropriate diploma, credential, or both 
to students. 

 
Pathways to Graduation 
 

Students must pass the required number of Regents examinations or approved alternative exams and 
meet any further graduation requirements; these requirements may include passing an approved pathways 
assessment, other assessment, or an additional exam that measure an equivalent level of knowledge and skill. 
Students who fail certain Regents examinations may appeal the result in accordance with Commissioner's 
regulations. 
 
Early Graduation 
 

A student may be eligible for early graduation (fewer than eight semesters) if the student completes all 
requirements for graduation, excluding physical education. The District will consult with appropriate 
personnel, the student, and persons in parental relation, and consider factors such as the student's grades, 
performance in school, future plans, and benefits to graduation early in making its decision. 
 
Accelerated Programs  
 
Eighth Grade Acceleration for Diploma Credits 
 

Eighth grade students may take appropriate high school courses. The Superintendent or designee will 
determine whether an eighth grade student is eligible to take high school courses using criteria that examines 
each student's readiness. By the end of seventh grade, accelerated students must receive instruction designed 
to facilitate their attainment of the state intermediate learning standards in each subject area in which they 
are accelerated.  
 
Advanced Placement (AP) 
 

Advanced Placement examinations afford students the opportunity to earn credit or advanced 
standing in many colleges and universities. The College Board administers a variety of AP examinations in 
May of each year. The District will determine a student's readiness for enrollment in any AP class.  
 
Dual Credit for College Courses 
 

Students who have demonstrated intellectual and social maturity may choose to matriculate at any one 
of the colleges that have a cooperative agreement with the District. Students who wish to enroll in college-
level coursework must meet all academic, grade level, and coursework requirements. These opportunities 
may include early admission to college, collegiate-level work offered in the high school, or other means of 
providing advanced work. The administration will review and approve any college courses before they are 
taken during the school day. The Board will not pay tuition and other related costs for those high school 
students enrolled in college courses.  
Online Coursework 
 

The District may offer students the ability to complete general education and diploma requirements 
for a specific subject through online instruction or blended coursework that combines online and 
classroom-based instruction. 
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To receive credit for online coursework, students must successfully complete an online or blended 
course and demonstrate mastery of the learning outcomes for the subject by passing the Regents exam or 
other assessment in the subject area.  
 
8 NYCRR §§ 100.1(i), 100.2(f), 100.4(d), 100.5, 100.6, and 200.5 
 
NOTE: Refer also to Policy #7221 – Participation in Graduation Ceremonies and Activities 
   #7222 -- Diploma or Credential Options for Students with Disabilities 

 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 

Motion by Mrs. Birch, seconded by M. Hayes.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of 
the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 
does hereby accept Policy 7470: Student Voter Registration and Pre-Registration, for second reading and 
adoption. 

 
SUBJECT:  STUDENT VOTER REGISTRATION AND PRE-REGISTRATION 

The District recognizes the importance of voting and civic engagement. As such, the District seeks to 
encourage student voter registration and pre-registration. A person who is at least sixteen years of age and 
who is otherwise qualified to register to vote may pre-register to vote, and will then be automatically 
registered to vote upon reaching the age of eligibility as provided by law. 

*The District promotes student voter registration and pre-registration through the following means: 

a) Collaborating with county boards of elections to conduct voter registration and pre- registration 
in the District's high school(s); and 

 
b) Encouraging voter registration and pre-registration at various student events throughout the year. 

 
The completion and submission of voter registration or pre-registration forms will not be a course 

requirement or graded assignment for District students. 
 
Election Law § 5-507 

 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 

Ms. Ainsworth gave a report of the Personnel Committee meeting on January 9, 2020.  The next 
Committee meeting is February 6, 2020 at 8:30 am. 

 
Motion by Ms. Ainsworth, seconded by Mr. Scalici.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 

Education of the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
Schools, hereby accepts the following resignations for the purpose of retirement with much appreciation for 
the many years of service provided to our School District: 

• Kimberly Wooden, Elementary Teacher, effective June 30, 2020 
• Susan Larsen, Food Service Worker, effective June 26, 2020 
 

 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Ms. Ainsworth, seconded by Mr. Schuermann.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 

Education of the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
Schools, hereby accepts the following resignations: 
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• Heather Yerdon, Teacher Aide, effective January 10, 2020 
• Tiffany Shanker, Licensed Teaching Assistant, effective January 17, 2020 
• Jacob Burke, Computer Technician, effective January 24, 2020 

 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 

 
Motion by Ms. Ainsworth, seconded by Mr. Schuermann.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 

Education of the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
Schools, does hereby appoint Barbara Lindholm to the part-time, ten (10) month position of School Bus 
Driver, for a probationary period of fifty-two (52) weeks, effective December 2, 2019; BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED, she be paid a prorated annual base salary of $12,464.86. 

 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 
 Motion by Ms. Ainsworth, seconded by Mrs. Spencer.  RESOLVED, that the Board of Education 
of the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 
does hereby appoint Brad Smith as the Mentor to Janelle Krause for the period January 2, 2020 - January 2, 
2021, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED Mr. Smith be paid a one-time stipend of $1,000 per the Agreement 
with the CCS Faculty Association. 

 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 

 
 Motion by Ms. Ainsworth, seconded by Mr. Schuermann.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 
Education of the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
Schools, does hereby approve the following additions to the substitute list: Anne Webster, certified retired 
teacher, Lindsay Clark, non-certified teacher, Caroline Geertgens, non-certified teacher, and Thomas J. Fay, 
Cleaner. Appointments are pending fingerprint clearance. 

 
 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 

 
 Mrs. Spencer gave a report of the Curriculum and Instruction Committee meeting on January 6, 
2020.  The next Committee meeting is February 3, 2020 at 8:30 am. 
 
 Mrs. Kiuber gave a report of the Budget, Finance and Audit Committee meetings on January 13, 
2020.  The Committee is meeting on January 23, 2020 at 3:00 pm to tour buildings and ground areas that are 
part of the 2019 capital improvement projects.  The next Committee meeting is February 27, 2020 at 8:30 
am.  
 

Under Principal’s report, Mrs. Meccariello provided updates on the following initiatives at the 
Elementary School: independent reading, master scheduling committee, budgeting & discussions about all 
curriculum, 5th grade social studies taking a humanities approach, Cooking club, Red Hot Ropers and 
benchmark meetings.  She reported on the Health Fair scheduled for March 27, plans for PARP to include a 
visiting author in April.  Mrs. Meccariello shared that the 6th grade students led the community gathering 
with a message about the importance of kindness.  Mrs. Meccariello and Mrs. Butler continue to receive 
professional development on different aspect of social emotional learning at their monthly Principal’s 
Academy meeting.  She stated that Kindergarten registration will begin soon. 

 
Mr. Bertram read Mrs. Butler’s report for this evening.  He shared academic highlights of the 

junior/senor high school health fair scheduled for February 5; Physical Education classes collaborating with 
staff members at the Clark  Sports Center o lifelong healthy practices and use of local resources; 
Instructional Support Team having family members as active participants in solutions-based thinking; ONC  
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BOCES presentation by Mr. Ryan DeMars on January 9 to all Sophomores; Regents weeks; Master 
scheduling for 2020-2021 has begun to balance the programmatic needs and interests of students with the 
budget and structural constraints of the day.  Mr. Bertram then reported on safety drills; National History 
Day; Naturalization Ceremony and the upcoming Junior High Musical School House rock LIVE, Jr. 

 
Mr. Bertram reported on activities of extracurricular clubs, LTA and the Ride for Missing & Exploited 
Children, Soles to Share, March Conference.  He stated that the NYSPHSAA announced the Fall Scholar 
Athlete Teams, CCS has five teams Girls Swimming, Girls Soccer, Boys Soccer, Girls Cross Country and 
Boys Cross Country. 
 
Superintendent Crankshaw reported on budget and personnel items of advertising for a School Counselor, 
single School Psychologist candidate, reviewed budget calendar, and spoke of Governor’s run on school 
State Aid (3% statewide increase).  Dr. Crankshaw shared information on a variety of meetings and 
conferences he has attended, including a Legislative meeting, Rural Schools & NYS Council of School 
Superintendents.  He spoke about the capital improvements process and Capital Project 2019.  Under the 
topic of technology, Dr. Crankshaw mentioned that Mr. Burke is now an employee of the South Central 
RIC. 
 

Motion by Mr. Hayes, seconded by Mrs. Birch.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education 
of the Cooperstown Central School District, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 
does hereby approve the recommendations of the Committee on Special Education as listed in the Board 
Action Sheet for the meeting date range from December 16, 2019 to January 10, 2020. 

 
Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Mr. Hayes, seconded by Mrs. Birch.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education 

of the Cooperstown Central School District approves the appointment of Mary Anne Dimeo, Esq. in a 
special education impartial hearing pursuant to the Board’s compensation policy and pursuant to the 
Regulations of the Commissioner of the New York State Education Department section 200.5(j)(3)(ii). 

 
   Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 

Motion by Mr. Hayes, seconded by Mr. Scalici.  BE IT RESOLVED, that upon the 
recommendation of Mr. Kelly, Director of Pupil Personnel Services, to the Superintendent of Schools, the 
Board of Education of the Cooperstown Central School District does hereby accept the revised Committee 
on Special Education Member recommendations effective January 17, 2020 for the remainder of the 2019-
2020 school year, as presented. 

 
   Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 

 With no public comments, Board President Hayes stated that “nominating petitions to run 
for School Board Member are available and that he will not seek reelection.”  He then announced upcoming 
activities, events/meetings, listed in the board packet.  Mr. Hayes announced the next Open Budget 
Discussion [Program Component] is February 12, 2020 at 5:00 PM, Library Junior/Senior High School with 
the regular Board meeting following at approximately 5:30 pm. 

 
Motion by Mr. Hayes, seconded by Ms. Ainsworth, moved to adjourn to executive session for the 

purpose of discussing current litigation and the employment history of a particular person at 6:39 pm. 
 

 Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
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Mrs. Spencer, seconded by Mr. Schuermann, moved to return to the business of the regular meeting 

at 7:15 PM. 
 
   Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 
 Mr. Hayes, seconded by Kiuber, moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:16 PM. 
 
   Ayes   7 Noes   0  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Clerk 


