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LITERACY NEWSLETTER 
““THE MORE THAT YOU READ, THE MORE THINGS YOU WILL KNOW. THE MORE 

THAT YOU LEARN, THE MORE PLACES YOU'LL GO.” DR. SEUSS 

 

 

Older Children Still 

Need Read Alouds 

As children become independent readers, we as 

parents, tend to read aloud to them less often. 

Now that they can read on their own, they don’t 

need us to read to them, right? 
 

Our children and the research done by literacy 

experts suggest otherwise. Reading aloud to your 

child is an important practice to continue as they 

grow older. When an adult reads to a child, they 

can read more complex text at a reading level the 

child they can’t access on their own because 

their listening level is higher than their reading 

level. The rich language and sophisticated 

vocabulary of these books benefits the child. 
  
Taking the time to read to your older children 

also sends a clear message that your family 

values reading and learning from books. 

Children copy the behaviors they see adults 

practice, so when you pick up a book you are 

inspiring them to do the same. 
 

Last but not least, reading together is quality 

time for you and your child, even if it is only 

have ten minutes each day. Take advantage of 

the time when your bigger kid still wants to sit 

with you and read – those days won’t last 

forever. Enjoy the book and the moment! 

 

Teachers College Parent Resources 

     The Edgewater School District partners 

with Teachers College Reading and Writing 

Project (TCRWP). Staff are provided with 

annual professional development and training 

on how to teach literacy. These trainings 

provide staff members with opportunities to 

learn about best practices and try new things in 

the classroom.  

     To support students at home, TCRWP also 

has resources for parents. If you are looking 

for some ideas on how to support your child at 

home with their reading, check out this 5-

minute video. In this video, Pablo has some 

tips for reading with your child at home. These 

suggestions will reinforce strategies your child 

is learning from their teachers during Reading 

Workshop.  

 

Tips for Jumpstarting Your At-Home Reading 

Life: 

1. You are an expert on your child! Help 

them explore things they like and are 

interested in by going to the library or a 

bookstore. This can go digital, too. 

2. You are an expert on your child! Help 

them explore things they like and are 

interested in by going to the library or a 

bookstore. This can go digital, too. 

3. How do you want to read with your 

child? You can read to them, they can 

read to you, or you can do both. 

4. Savor the new book. Help your child 

think about the book before diving 

right in. Look at the cover, read the 

back blurb, and talk about what might 

happen. 

5. As you are reading, pause in the action 

to talk about ideas you have. Point out 

parts of the story that support your 

thinking. 

6. When reading together, talk about how 

you work through the difficult parts of 

the book, like unfamiliar words.  

7. Notice academic or unknown words 

that can be vocabulary words. Look 

words up together or use the context 

around the word to think about the 

meaning. 

SPOTLIGHT ON NONFICTION 

                   

Coming Up on the Calendar  
EVENT DATE 

Black History Month Feb 

American Heart Month Feb 

World Read Aloud Day Feb. 5 

Women’s History Month March 

Dr. Seuss’s Birthday Mar. 2 

Read Across America Mar. 2 

 

Check out these exciting nonfiction books! There is something here for everyone. You 

can find these books at your local library or visit www.bccls.org to request a title. 

 

https://vimeo.com/268031323/764723bf52
https://vimeo.com/268031323/764723bf52
http://www.bccls.org/

