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Class Title:   General Music – Conversational Solfege/Music Elements (ukulele unit will be added) 

Grade Level: 4th Grade  

Nine Weeks: Spiral Curriculum 1st & 2nd Quarter 
Unit: Conversational Solfege Review Level 1 & 2 (rhythmic concepts) 
 

Standards: 
MU:Cr1.1.4      MU:Pr4.1.4      MU:Re7.1.4      MU:Cn10.1.4 
MU:Cr2.1.4      MU:Pr5.1.4      MU:Re8.1.4      MU:Cn11.1.4 
MU:Cr3.1.4      MU:Pr6.1.4      MU:Re9.1.4 

Essential Questions: 
Can students… 

 Maintain a steady beat?  

 Sing and play songs with rhythmic accuracy?  

 Recognize various rhythmic combinations and patterns, both aurally and visually? 

 Read and write rhythms in various meters? 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
Key 

Vocabulary 
Resources Assessments 

Beat 
 

Duration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meter 
 
 
 
 

Pattern 

Singing 
• Read and sing various rhythm 
patterns in various meters Read and 
sing songs with tied notes 
Playing 
• Play accompaniments that include 
various rhythm patterns • Play simple 
ostinato by ear on classroom 
instruments 
• Perform rhythmic rounds, canons, or 
layered ostinati in various meters 
Moving 
• Move to show various meters • 
Perform body percussion ostinatos in 
various meters  
Listening 
• Aurally identify various rhythm 
patterns and meters 

Beat 
 
Tie 
qrqdffgQ 

hHwW 

h.H. eqe 

rdg dgy 

 
2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 
6/8 
Time signature 
Bar Line 
Measure  
 
Rhythmic 
combinations: 
ostinato 
Syncopation 

Conversational 
Solfege Level 1 
Conversational 
Solfege Level 2 
Gameplan 4th Gr 
Gameplan 5th Gr 
 

Formative: 
Worksheets 
Manipulatives 
 
Summative: 
Performance 
Checks out the 
door. 
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• Aurally identify various rhythm 
patterns and meters in a given musical 
example  
Reading 
• Read rhythm patterns in various 
meters 
Writing 
• Write simple rhythmic phrases 
• Compose a piece using familiar 
rhythm patterns 
Creating 
• Create original movements to 
accompany songs in various meters 
Analyzing 
• Analyze a piece of music to find 
specific rhythm patterns and meters 
• Compare and contrast music in 
different meters 
• Identify rhythmic patterns and 
compare to patterns in other subject 
areas 
• Discuss behaviors that make one a 
success in music class and in life 

 

Composer of The Month 
(August/September/October) 

Students will become familiar with 
the music and lives and cultures of 
famous composers: 

 George Frederic Handel 

 Gioachino Rossini 

 Johann Sebastian Bach 
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Class Title:   General Music 

Grade Level: 4th Grade 

Nine Weeks: Spiral Curriculum 1st & 2nd Quarter 
Unit: Conversational Solfege Review Level 1 & 2 (melodic 
concepts) 
 
 

Standards: 
MU:Cr1.1.4      MU:Pr4.1.4      MU:Re7.1.4      MU:Cn10.1.4 
MU:Cr2.1.4      MU:Pr5.1.4      MU:Re8.1.4      MU:Cn11.1.4 
MU:Cr3.1.4      MU:Pr6.1.4      MU:Re9.1.4 

Essential Questions: 
Can students… 

 Recognize the difference between high and low sounds visually, aurally and/or through 
movement?  

  Recognize same/different pitch patterns visually, aurally and/or through movement? 

 Demonstrate knowledge of the musical staff (lines and spaces) in treble clef? 

 Recognize differences / similarities in musical forms aurally and/or through movement? 

 Demonstrate ability to sing on pitch with appropriate tone quality? 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes Key Vocabulary Resources Assessments 

Pitch and Direction 
 
 

Tonality 
 
 
 
 
 

Pattern 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harmony 

Singing  
• Sing songs of various forms  
• Sing rounds, canons, and or 
partner songs  
• Sing songs with a countermelody  
• Sing songs and match pitch with 
appropriate tone quality  
Playing  
• Play ostinatos that create 
harmony  
• Play melodic ostinatos, canons, or 
rounds  
• Play songs that contain I-V Chord 
Progression Moving  
• Perform contrasting movements 
to show various forms Listening  

Melodic Imitation 
Melodic Contour  
 
Unison 
Octave  
Harmony  
Countermelody  
Intonation  
 
Pitch  
letter names  
Leger  
lines and spaces  
The Staff Pentatonic  
 
Key Signature 
Major/minor  

Conversational 
Solfege Level 1 
 
Conversational 
Solfege Level 2 
 
Gameplan 4th Gr 
 
Gameplan 5th Gr 

Formative: 
Worksheets 
Manipulatives 
 
Summative: 
Performance 
Checks out the 
door. 
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Form 

• Perform hand movements to 
show melodic contour  
• Identify Theme and Variation 
form Reading  
• Read music from staff notation  
• Read extended pentatonic 
patterns  
• Read and sing songs in different 
keys  
Writing  
• Compose melodies in do 
pentatonic and la pentatonic  
• Compose melodic ostinatos  
Creating  
• Create movements to show 
melodic sequence  
• Create melodies and describe the 
melodic contour  
• Arrange melodic patterns from 
familiar song to make a new 
melody  
• Create variation of a melody by 
changing the ending, a phrase of 
the melody  
Analyzing  
• Compare and contrast harmonies 
created through various means— 
accompaniments, partner singing, 
rounds, counter melodies and 
chordal harmonies supporting 
melodies 

Two- part singing 1st 
and 2nd endings 
Repetition/Contrast  
Round/Canon 
Ostinato  
AB, ABA, ABACA 
Introduction 
Coda  
Theme and Variations 
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Composer of The Month 
(November/December/January) 

Students will become familiar 
with the music and lives and 
cultures of famous composers: 

 Franz Schubert 

 Ludwig van 
Beethoven 

 Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart 

 

  

 

 

Class Title:   General Music 

Grade Level: 4th Grade 

Nine Weeks: 3rd & 4th Quarter 
Unit: Conversational Solfege Review Level 1 & 2 
(melodic concepts) 
Ukulele 

Standards: 
MU:Cr1.1.4      MU:Pr4.1.4      MU:Re7.1.4      MU:Cn10.1.4 
MU:Cr2.1.4      MU:Pr5.1.4      MU:Re8.1.4      MU:Cn11.1.4 
MU:Cr3.1.4      MU:Pr6.1.4      MU:Re9.1.4 

Essential Questions:  Recognize and demonstrate differing dynamics, tempos, and articulations?  

 Recognize and demonstrate concepts of mood aurally or through purposeful movement? 

 Recognize and demonstrate expressivity through musical performance? 

 Recognize and demonstrate appropriate performance behaviors (as participants and audience)? 

 Demonstrate how to evaluate music and music performance? 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes Key Vocabulary Resources Assessments 

Dynamics  
 

Tempo 
  

Articulation 
  

Mood 

Singing  
• Perform songs using appropriate 
dynamics, tempo, articulation, style, and 
mood  
• Rehearse a song in “chunks” to aid in 
memorization by noting its form  
Playing  
• Play songs using appropriate dynamics, 
tempo, articulation, style, or mood  

P, f, mp, mf, pp, ff 
Crescendo, decrescendo  
 
Dynamic Changes 
Appropriateness of dynamic 
choices Allegro, Moderato, 
Adagio, presto Fermata 
Accelerando, ritardando  
 

Conversational 
Solfege Level 1 
Conversational 
Solfege Level 2 
Gameplan 4th Gr 
Gameplan 5th Gr 

Formative: 
Worksheets 
Manipulatives 
 
Summative: 
Performance 
Checks out the 
door. 
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Moving  
• Move to show appropriate dynamics, 
tempo, articulation, style, or mood  
• Move to show accents, accelerando, 
ritardando  
Listening  
• Listen and identify various dynamics, 
tempos, and articulations  
Reading  
• Read and identify dynamic, tempo, and 
articulation markings  
Writing  
• Add expressive element symbols to 
poem or musical piece and explain one’s 
choices Creating  
• Improvise by changing one phrase in a 
familiar song  
• Compose a class composition 
(traditional or nontraditional) with 
expression markings • Create new 
interpretations of melodic or rhythmic 
pieces by varying or adding dynamics, 
timbre, tempo, lyrics, and/or movement 
and explain choices Analyzing  
• Listen to and compare expressive 
devices in various songs  
• Listen /observe and evaluate individual 
and class performances  
• Analyze appropriateness of expressive 
choices  
• Explain how the lyrics or expressive 
elements affect the mood of music  

Appropriateness of tempo 
choices Legato, staccato 
Accents 
 
Appropriateness of 
articulation choices Variety 
of moods 
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• Explain how expressive elements affect 
reactions to music  
• Discuss safe, legal ways to download 
songs and other media 

Composer of The Month 
Feb/March/April/May 

Students will become familiar with the 
music and lives and cultures of 
famous composers: 
 

   

 

CREATING 

Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 

Enduring Understanding: The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge from a variety of sources.  

Essential Question: How do musicians generate creative ideas? 

MU:Cr1.1.4 -  a - Improvise rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic ideas, and explain connection to specific purpose and context (for example, 
social, cultural, historical). 

Anchor Standard 2: Organize and develop artistic ideas and work. Enduring Understanding: Musicians’ creative choices are influenced by their 
expertise, context, and expressive intent.  

Essential Questions: How do musicians make creative decisions? 

MU:Cr2.1.4 -  a. Demonstrate selected and organized musical ideas for an improvisation, arrangement, or composition to express intent, 
and explain connection to purpose and context.  

b.Use standard and/ or iconic notation and/ or recording technology to document personal rhythmic, melodic, and simple 
harmonic musical ideas. 

Anchor Standard 3: Revise, refine, and complete artistic work.  
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Enduring Understanding: Musicians evaluate and refine their work through openness to new ideas, persistence, and the application of the 
appropriate criteria.  

Essential Question: How do musicians improve the quality of their creative work and decide when it’s ready to share? 

MU:Cr3.1.4 -  a. Refine and document revisions to personal music, applying teacher-provided and collaboratively developed criteria and 
feedback to show improvement over time. 

 b. Present the final version of personal created music to others and explain connection to expressive intent. 

 

PERFORMING 

Anchor Standard 4: Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation.  

Enduring Understanding: Performers’ interest in and knowledge of musical works, context for performance, and understanding of their own 
musicianship influence the selection of repertoire.  

Essential Question: How do performers select, analyze, and interpret musical works? 

MU:Pr4.1.4 -  a. Demonstrate and explain how the selection of music to perform is influenced by personal interest, knowledge, context, and 
musicianship. 

 b. Demonstrate understanding of the structure and the elements of music in music selected for performance. 

 c. When analyzing selected music, read and perform using iconic and/or standard notation. 

d. Demonstrate and explain how intent is conveyed through interpretive decisions and expressive qualities (for example, 
dynamics, tempo, timbre). 

Anchor Standard 5: Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation.  

Enduring Understanding: To express their musical idea, musicians analyze, evaluate, and refine their performance over time through openness 
to new ideas, persistence, and the application of appropriate criteria.  
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Essential Question: How do musicians improve the quality of their performance? 

MU:Pr5.1.4 -  Apply teacher provided and collaboratively developed criteria and feedback to evaluate accuracy and expressiveness of 
ensemble and personal performances. 

Anchor Standard 6: Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work. Enduring Understanding: Musicians judge performance based on 
criteria that vary across time, place, and cultures. The context and how a work is presented influence the audience response. 
Essential Questions: (a) How do musicians improve the quality of their performance? (b) How do context and the manner in 
which musical work is presented influence audience response? 

MU:Pr6.1.4 -  a. Perform music, alone or with others, with expression, technical accuracy, and appropriate interpretation. 

 b. Demonstrate performance decorum and audience etiquette appropriate for the context, venue, and genre.  

 

RESPONDING 

Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work.  

Enduring Understanding: Individuals choose music based on their interests, experiences, musical understanding, and each musical works’ 
purpose. 

 Essential Question: How do individuals choose music to experience? 

MU:Re7.1.4 -  a. Demonstrate and explain how selected music connects to and is influenced by specific interests, experiences, purposes, or 
contexts. 

 b. Demonstrate and describe how responses to music are informed by the structure, the use of the elements of music, and 
context (for example, social, cultural). 

Anchor Standard 8: Construct meaningful interpretations of artistic work.  

Enduring Understanding: Through their use of elements and structures of music, creators and performers provide clues to their expressive 
intent.  
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Essential Question: How do we discern the musical performers’ emotions, thoughts, and ideas? 

MU:Re8.1.4 -  a. Demonstrate and explain how the expressive qualities (for example, dynamics, tempo, timbre) are used in performers’ and 
personal interpretations to reflect expressive intent. 

Anchor Standard 9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work.  

Enduring Understanding: The personal evaluation of musical work(s) and performance(s) is informed by analysis, interpretation, and teacher- or 
student established criteria.  

Essential Question: How do we judge the quality of musical work(s) and performance(s)?  

MU:Re9.1.4 -  Evaluate musical works and performances, applying established criteria, and explain appropriateness to the context. 

 

CONNECTING 

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art.  

Enduring Understanding: Musicians connect their personal interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to creating, performing, and 
responding.  

Essential Question: How do musicians make meaningful connections to creating, performing, and responding? 

MU:Cn10 .1.4 -  a. Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices and intent when creating, performing, and 
responding to music as developmentally appropriate. 

Anchor Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to deepen understanding. 

Enduring Understanding: Understanding connections to varied contexts and daily life enhances musicians’ creating, performing, and responding. 

Essential Question: How do the other arts, other disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform creating, performing, and responding to music? 

MU:Cn11 .1.4 -  a. Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and daily 
life as developmentally appropriate. 


