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Class Title: Social Studies 
Grade Level: 7th (Clarke)  

Nine Weeks:1st 9 Weeks  

Unit 1: Road to the Revolution 
(1763-1775) 
Unit Overview: Students will 
trace the increasing dissatisfaction of 
American colonists with their 
position in Great Britain's empire. 
The fires of revolution will grow 
from the first sparks struck by 
Patriots who challenge the rule of a 
Parliament and a monarch across the 
Atlantic Ocean.  

Standards:  
SS.IS.1.6-8: Create essential questions to help guide inquiry about a topic. 
SS.IS.2.6-8: Ask essential and focusing questions that will lead to independent research. 
SS.IS.3.6-8: Determine sources representing multiple points of view that will assist in organizing a research plan. 
SS.IS.6.6-8.MdC: Construct explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples and details, while acknowledging their strengths and 
weaknesses.  
SS.IS.6.6-8.MC: Present arguments and explanations that would appeal to audiences and venues outside the classroom using a variety of media. 
SS.CV.4.6-8.MdC: Analyze the ideas and principles contained in the founding documents of the United States and other countries, and explain how 
they influence the social and political system. 
SS.CV.6.6-8.LC: Determine whether specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) resolve the problems they were meant  
to address.  
SS.G.1.6-8.LC: Use geographic representations (maps, photographs, satellite images, etc) to explain the relationships between the locations (places 
and regions) and changes in their environment.  
SS.G3.6-8.MdC: Explain how changes in transportation and communication influence the spatial connections among human settlements and affect the 
spread of ideas and culture.  
SS.EC.1.6-8.MC: Evaluate alternative approaches or solutions to current economic issues in terms of benefits and costs for different groups and 
society as a whole.  
SS.EC.2.6-8.MC: Explain how changes in supply and demand cause changes in prices and quantities of goods and services, labor, credit, and foreign 
currencies.  
SS.EC.3.6-8.MdC: Explain barriers to trade and how those barriers influence trade among nations.  
SS.H.3.6-8.MdC: Detect possible limitations in the historical record based on evidence collected from different kinds of historical sources.  
SS.H.4.6-8.MC: Organize applicable evidence into a coherent argument about the past.   

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes and Essential Questions Activities and 
Assessments 

Resources 

1. French and Indian War 
2. Treaty of Paris 
3. Proclamation of 1763 
4. Quartering, Sugar, Stamp, 

Townshend, Tea and 
Intolerable acts. 

5. Sons of Liberty 
6. Writs of Assistance 
7. Boston Massacre and Tea 

Party 
8. The First Continental 

Congress 

Students will analyze the key events, ideas, and people that 
led to America’s declaration of independence from Britain.  

● How did the French and Indian War affect the 
relationship between the British and the colonists? 

● Why did Parliament seek to impose greater taxes on 
the colonies? 

● How did the colonies respond to these taxes?  
● What important events led to the War? 
● How did views of independence shift and differ among 

individuals and groups before the war? 

Activities: 
● Sequencing events 
● EdPuzzles (ex. 7 Years 

War Crash Course) 
● Boston Massacre Mock 

Trial 
● Protesting/Propaganda 

Activity 
● Student Stations 
● Primary Source 

Analysis 

● Chromebooks 
● Student notes 
● Smartboard 
● Various primary and 

secondary resources 
● Rubrics 
● Google Slide Presentations 
● Copies of activities 
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9. Moving towards War 
10. Lexington and Concord 
 
Vocabulary: 

1. Mercantilism 
2. Navigation Act 
3. Quartering Act 
4. Sugar Act 
5. Stamp Act  
6. Boycott 
7. Sons of Liberty 
8. Townshend Acts  
9. Writs of Assistance 
10. Boston Massacre 
11. Boston Tea Party 
12. Militia 
13. Intolerable Acts 
14. First Continental Congress  

 

● Representative 
Government simulation 

● British Taxes with 
modern day simulation 

 
Formal Assessments: 
● Reading/questions 

(Stamp Act, Sons of 
Liberty, Taxes in the 
Colonies) 

● Vocabulary Pictures 
● Simulation Reflections 
● Cartoon Analysis 
● Cause and effect about 

conflict between 
America and GB 

 
Summative Assessments: 

● Section Quizzes 
● Student Essay 
● Unit Test 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Class Title: Social Studies 
Grade Level: 7th (Clarke)  

Nine Weeks: Parts of 1st & 2nd 
9 Weeks  

Unit 2: Revolutionary War 
(1775 - 1783) 

Standards:  
SS.IS.1.6-8: Create essential questions to help guide inquiry about a topic. 
SS.IS.2.6-8: Ask essential and focusing questions that will lead to independent research. 
SS.IS.3.6-8: Determine sources representing multiple points of view that will assist in organizing a research plan. 
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Unit Overview: Fed up with 
their relationship with England, 
students will analyze how the 13 
colonies unite to declare 
themselves independent and 
confirm their stand by defeating 
Britain on the battlefield during 
the American Revolution.  

SS.IS.6.6-8.MdC: Construct explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples and details, while acknowledging their strengths 
and weaknesses.  
SS.IS.6.6-8.MC: Present arguments and explanations that would appeal to audiences and venues outside the classroom using a variety 
of media. 
SS.CV.4.6-8.MdC: Analyze the ideas and principles contained in the founding documents of the United States and other countries, and 
explain how they influence the social and political system. 
SS.CV.6.6-8.LC: Determine whether specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) resolve the problems they were meant  
to address.  
SS.G.1.6-8.LC: Use geographic representations (maps, photographs, satellite images, etc) to explain the relationships between the 
locations (places and regions) and changes in their environment.  
SS.G3.6-8.MdC: Explain how changes in transportation and communication influence the spatial connections among human 
settlements and affect the spread of ideas and culture.  
SS.EC.1.6-8.MC: Evaluate alternative approaches or solutions to current economic issues in terms of benefits and costs for different 
groups and society as a whole.  
SS.EC.2.6-8.MC: Explain how changes in supply and demand cause changes in prices and quantities of goods and services, labor, 
credit, and foreign currencies.  
SS.EC.3.6-8.MdC: Explain barriers to trade and how those barriers influence trade among nations.  
SS.H.3.6-8.MdC: Detect possible limitations in the historical record based on evidence collected from different kinds of historical 
sources.  
SS.H.4.6-8.MC: Organize applicable evidence into a coherent argument about the past.   

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes and Essential Questions Activities and Assessments Resources 
1. Lexington and 

Concord 
2. Battle Road 
3. Declaration of 

Independence 
4. Second Continental 

Congress 
5. Leaders on both sides 
6. Key Battles in the American 

Revolution 
7. Strategies used by 

both sides 
8. Alliance with France 

9. Outcomes and Effects of the 
War 

 
Vocabulary: 

Students will analyze the key events, ideas, and people that 
led to America’s declaration of independence from Britain.  

● How did views of independence shift and differ among 
individuals and groups during the war? 

● Who were the Loyalists and Patriots and how did they 
impact the colonies? 

● What is the Declaration of Independence? 
o What are the main points for the declaration? 

 
Students will examine the beginnings of the war for 
independence and the difficulties each side faced.  

● What happened at the first Continental Congress? 
● What did the 2nd Continental Congress accomplish? 
● What issues did the colonists face? The British? 
● How did early battles set the tone for the rest of the 

war?  
 

Activities: 
● Virtual Reality Goggles 

- Lexington/Concord 
● Sequencing events 
● Primary Source 

Analysis 
● Declaration analysis 
● EdPuzzle - Southern 

Campaign 
● Crossword Puzzle 
● Timeline Creation 
● Strategy Simulation 
● America, Story of US 

Video 
● American Revolution 

Presentations 
 

● Chromebooks 
● Student notes 
● Smartboard 
● Various primary and 

secondary resources 
● Rubrics 
● Virtual Reality Goggles 
● Google Slide Presentation 
● Copies of activities 
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1. First Continental Congress  
2. Loyalist 
3. Patriot 
4. Siege of Boston 
5. Battle of Bunker Hill 
6. Second Continental Congress 
7. Declaration of Independence 
8. Committee of Five 
9. Battle of Trenton 
10. Mercenary 
11. Battle of Saratoga 
12. Valley Forge 
13. Yorktown 
14. Treaty of Paris (1783) 
15. Republicanism 

 

Students will identify the strategies for both sides, the major 
turning points in the War and their significance to 
independence.  

● What was the British Strategy? Colonists? 
o How did the British fail to follow their 

strategy? 
● Why were the battles of Saratoga important? 
● How did the U.S. utilize help from other nations to 

help turn the tide? 
● Why was Valley Forge such a significant part of the 

war? 
● How did the colonists challenge Britain’s control of the 

seas? 
● Why did the British shift their strategy towards the 

south?  
Students will explain how the U.S. won the war. 

● Why did the Americans win? 
o What role did guerilla warfare play? 
o How did the U.S. have success in the South? 

Students will evaluate the outcomes of the War. 
● What were the terms in the Treaty of Paris of 1783? 
● What were the costs of the war? 

o What issues did America face after the war? 

Formal Assessments: 
● VR Goggle Reflection 

and primary source 
analysis 

● Revolutionary War 
Presentations 

● Battle maps activity 
● Cartoon Analysis 
 
Summative Assessments: 

● Student Essay 
● Unit Test 

 

Class Title: Social Studies 
Grade Level: 7th (Clarke) 

Nine Weeks: Parts of 2nd and 3rd 9 
Weeks  

Unit 3: Forming a New Government 
(1781-1791) 

Unit Overview:  Students will 
analyze the Articles of 
Confederation, major issues faced 

Standards:  
 SS.IS.1.6-8: Create essential questions to help guide inquiry about a topic. 
SS.IS.2.6-8: Ask essential and focusing questions that will lead to independent research. 
SS.IS.3.6-8: Determine sources representing multiple points of view that will assist in organizing a research plan. 
SS.IS.6.6-8.MdC: Construct explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples and details, while acknowledging 
their strengths and weaknesses.  
SS.IS.8.6-8.MC: Apply a range of deliberative and democratic procedures to make decisions and take action in schools 
and community contexts. 
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by delegates to the Constitutional 
Convention of 1787, and the debate 
over ratifying the Constitution. They 
will then begin a multi-week study 
of the constitution culminating in 
the Constitution test. 

SS.IS.6.6-8.MC: Present arguments and explanations that would appeal to audiences and venues outside the classroom 
using a variety of media. 
SS.CV.4.6-8.MdC: Analyze the ideas and principles contained in the founding documents of the United States and other 
countries, and explain how they influence the social and political system. 
SS. CV.1.6-8.MdC: Describe the roles of political, civil and economic organizations in shaping people’s lives 
SS.CV.2.6-8.LC: Describe the origins, purposes, and impact of constitutions, laws, treaties, and international agreements. 
SS.CV.3.6-8.LC, MdC, MC: Compare the means by which individuals and groups change societies, promote the common 
good, and protect rights.  
SS.CV.6.6-8.MC: Develop procedures for making decisions in historic and contemporary settings (such as the school, 
civil society, or local, state or national government).  
SS.H.1.6-8.LC: Classify series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or continuity.  
SS.H.1.6-8.MdC: Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical contexts.  
SS.H.2.6-8.MdC: Analyze multiple factors that influenced the perspectives of people during different historical eras.  
SS.H.4.6-8.LC: Explain multiple causes and effects of historical events.  
SS.H.3.6-8.MdC: Detect possible limitations in the historical record based on evidence collected from different kinds of 
historical sources.  
SS.H.4.6-8.MC: Organize applicable evidence into a coherent argument about the past.   

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes and Essential Questions Activities and 
Assessments 

Resources 

1. Articles of Confederation 
2. Constitutional Convention 
3. U.S. Constitution 
4. Branches of the Government 
5. Law-making process 
6. Ratification of the Constitution 
7. Federalists vs. Anti-Federalists 
8. Bill of Rights 
9. Amendments 
10. Citizenship and Responsibility 

 
 
Vocabulary: 

1. Articles of Confederation 
2. Shay’s Rebellion 
3. Land Ordinance of 1785 
4. Northwest Ordinance 
5. Constitutional Convention 
6. Virginia Plan 

Students will analyze the adoption and implementation of 
the Articles of Confederation. 

● What is the purpose of the Articles of Confederation? 
● What were the structure and powers of the national 

government under the Articles? 
● What were the weaknesses of the Articles of 

Confederation? 
 

Students will identify key issues and compromises of the 
Constitutional Convention.  

● Why was the Constitutional Convention called? 
● How did the New Jersey and Virginia plans differ? 
● How did the Great Compromise satisfy the concerns 

of the larger and smaller states? 
 
Students will identify the different views of the Constitution 
and describe the battle to ratify it.   

● What was the goal of the Federalists?  
● Why did Anti-federalists oppose the Constitution? 

Activities: 
● Articles of 

Confederation 
Activity 

● Constitutional 
Convention 
Twitter Activity 

● First Amendment 
Agree/Disagree 
Activity 

● iCivics activities 
(Executive and 
Judicial 
Branches) 

● Tinker v. Des 
Moines Article 
and discussion 

● Chromebooks 
● Student notes 
● Smartboard 
● Various primary 

and secondary 
resources 

● Rubrics for 
Presentations 

● Copies of the 
Constitution 

● Google Slide 
Presentation 

● Copies of 
activities 
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7. New Jersey Plan 
8. Great Compromise 
9. Three-fifths Compromise 
10. Electoral College 
11. Federalism 
12. Federalists 
13. Anti-federalists 
14. Bill of Rights 
15. Preamble, Articles, Amendments 
16. United States Constitution 
17. Pro Tempore 
18. Impeachment 
19. Habeas Corpus 
20. Appellate 
21. Counsel 
22. Treason 
23. Extradition 
24. Expressed, Reserved, Concurrent, 

Implied Powers 
25. Slander and Libel 
26. Indictment 
27. Double Jeopardy 
28. Eminent Domain 
29. Suffrage 
30. Census 
31. Gerrymandering 
32. Impeachment 
33. Ex Post Facto Law 
34. Sponsor 
35. Pardon, Reprieve 
36. Executive order 
37. Cabinet 
38. Bureaucracy 
39. Original Jurisdiction 
40. Opinion (judicial) 
41. Justice 
42. Chief Justice 
43. Judicial Review 

● What states supported and opposed the Constitution? 
● What was the purpose of the Bill of Rights? 

 
Students will understand and discuss underlying principles 
of the U.S. Constitution. 

● What principles supported the foundation of the 
Constitution?  

o How are these revealed in the Preamble, 
Articles of Confederation, and Amendments? 

● What is the preamble’s purpose? 
o Why is it important to know what the goals of 

the Framers were? 
▪ Which goal is most important? 

Why? 
● What are the 7 Articles of the Constitution? 

o What does Article 1 address? 
▪ How does a bill become a law? 
▪ What powers do congress not 

possess? Possess? 
o What does Article 2 Address?  

▪ What is the job of the executive 
branch? 

▪ What are the Different roles of the 
President?  

▪ What power does he have? Not 
have? 

o What does Article 3 Address?  
▪ What is the main Job of the judiciary 

branch? 
▪ How do court rulings shape 

government policies on issues facing 
our country? 

o What does Article 4 address?  
▪ What is the purpose of dividing 

powers between national and state 
governments?  

▪ In what ways should the US 
cooperate? 

● 3 Most Important 
Amendments 
Activity 

● Real-life 
Amendment 
Scenario Activity 

● Amendment 
Pictures 

● Executive Branch 
Webquest 

● EdPuzzle - 
Judicial Branch 

● Gerrymandering 
Activity 

● Student notes 
● Current events  
● Law-making 

process 
simulation 

● Bill of rights 
activity 

● Primary and 
secondary 
readings/pictures 

● Supreme Court 
case Analysis 
Activity 

 
Formal 
Assessments: 
● Constitutional 

Convention 
“Tweets” 

● Tinker v. Des 
Moines Article 

● Real Life 
Amendment 
Scenarios 
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 o What does Article 5 address? 
▪ How can the Constitution be 

changed? 
o What does Article 6 address? 

▪ What makes up “supreme law of the 
land”? 

o What does article 7 address? 
▪ How many states were needed to 

ratify the Constitution? 
● What does the Bill of Rights address?  

o What specific rights does it protect?  
o Why do some individual rights need special 

protection?  
● What do amendments 11-27 address?  

o How have checks and balances played into 
constitutional changes?  

o What is the purpose of amending the 
Constitution?  

 
Students will be able to explain rights and responsibilities of 
U.S. citizens.  

● How is a citizen different from a person who lives in a 
country but is not a citizen?  

● What rights and responsibilities do citizens in the US 
possess? 

● How do: 
o Citizens stay informed? 
o Citizens make wise decisions? 
o Citizens participate in their communities?  

Why is it important for citizens to practice their citizenship? 

● Executive Branch 
Webquest 

● Law-making 
process 
simulation – Bill 

● Bill of Rights 
analysis 

 
Summative 
Assessments: 
● Parts 1-3 Quiz 

(Articles of 
Confederation, 
Constitutional 
Convention) 

● Parts 4-5 Quiz 
(Amendments 
and Legislative 
Branch) 

● Constitution Test 
 

 

Class Title: Social Studies 
Grade Level: 7th (Clarke) 

Nine Weeks: 3rd 9 Weeks  Standards:  
 SS.IS.1.6-8: Create essential questions to help guide inquiry about a topic. 



 

CIS Curriculum Maps 2018-19  
 

8 
 

Unit 4: IL Constitution 

Unit Overview:  Students will 
analyze the IL Constitution, mostly 
focusing on how the IL Constitution 
differs from the U.S. Constitution. 

SS.IS.2.6-8: Ask essential and focusing questions that will lead to independent research. 
SS.IS.3.6-8: Determine sources representing multiple points of view that will assist in organizing a research plan. 
SS.IS.6.6-8.MdC: Construct explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples and details, while acknowledging 
their strengths and weaknesses.  
SS.IS.8.6-8.MC: Apply a range of deliberative and democratic procedures to make decisions and take action in schools 
and community contexts. 
SS.IS.6.6-8.MC: Present arguments and explanations that would appeal to audiences and venues outside the classroom 
using a variety of media. 
SS.CV.4.6-8.MdC: Analyze the ideas and principles contained in the founding documents of the United States and other 
countries, and explain how they influence the social and political system. 
SS. CV.1.6-8.MdC: Describe the roles of political, civil and economic organizations in shaping people’s lives 
SS.CV.2.6-8.LC: Describe the origins, purposes, and impact of constitutions, laws, treaties, and international agreements. 
SS.CV.3.6-8.LC, MdC, MC: Compare the means by which individuals and groups change societies, promote the common 
good, and protect rights.  
SS.CV.6.6-8.MC: Develop procedures for making decisions in historic and contemporary settings (such as the school, 
civil society, or local, state or national government).  
SS.H.1.6-8.LC: Classify series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or continuity.  
SS.H.1.6-8.MdC: Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical contexts.  
SS.H.2.6-8.MdC: Analyze multiple factors that influenced the perspectives of people during different historical eras.  
SS.H.4.6-8.LC: Explain multiple causes and effects of historical events.  
SS.H.3.6-8.MdC: Detect possible limitations in the historical record based on evidence collected from different kinds of 
historical sources.  
SS.H.4.6-8.MC: Organize applicable evidence into a coherent argument about the past.   

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes and Essential Questions Activities and 
Assessments 

Resources 

1. Responsibilities of the State 
Government 

2. Overview of State Constitution 
3. Major differences between US and 

IL Constitution 
4. Branches of State Government 
5. Major Governmental Figures 
6. Types of Veto 
7. Local Government 

 
 
Vocabulary: 

Students will be able to compare and contrast the US and Il 
Constitutions. 

● How does the setup of the two Constitutions differ? 
● Why is the Bill of Rights located in the Amendments 

for the US Constitution but the Articles for the IL 
Constitution? 

● How does the Bill of Rights differ in each? 
 

Students will identify how the qualifications for positions 
differ for the legislative and executive branch at the federal 
and state levels. 

● How do the ages and residency qualifications differ at 
the state level? 

Activities: 
● Continuation of 

Legislative 
Simulation 

● IL Trivia Search 
 
Formal 
Assessments: 
● Law-making 

process – Bill 
● IL background 

and trivia search 
 

● Chromebooks 
● Student notes 
● Smartboard 
● Various primary 

and secondary 
resources 

● Google Slides 
Presentation 

● Copies of the 
Constitution 

● Copies of 
activities 
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1. Interceptions 
2. General Assembly 
3. Governor 
4. Lieutenant Governor 
5. Attorney General 
6. Comptroller 
7. Treasurer 
8. Item or Reduction Veto 
9. Amendatory Veto 
10. Municipality 
11. Home Rule 
12. County 
13. Township 
14. 3 Types of Taxes 

 

● What are the different positions in the executive 
branch for state versus federal government? 

 
Students will identify the purpose of the IL Supreme Court 
versus the US Supreme Court.   

● What types of court cases do each look at? 
● How are the qualifications different? 
● Are there differences in the setup of each judicial 

branch? 
 

Summative 
Assessments: 
● Illinois 

Constitution Test 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Class Title: Social Studies 
Grade Level: 7th (Clarke) 

Nine Weeks: Parts of 3rd and 4th 9 
Weeks  

Unit 5: The Early Republic (1789-1844) 
Unit Overview: Students will analyze 
the struggles of the new nation – both 
within and abroad, the development of 
political parties, and the War of 1812. 
They will also examine the Louisiana 
Purchase, the Lewis and Clark 
expedition, and the development of the 
U.S. economy. 

Standards:  
SS.IS.4.6-8.LC. Determine the value of sources by evaluating their relevance and intended use 
SS.IS.5.6-8.LC  Appropriately cite all sources utilized 
SS.IS.6.6-8.MC: Present arguments and explanations that would appeal to audiences and venues outside the 
classroom using a variety of media. 
SS. CV.1.6-8.MdC: Describe the roles of political, civil and economic organizations in shaping people’s lives 
SS.CV.2.6-8.LC: Describe the origins, purposes, and impact of constitutions, laws, treaties, and international 
agreements. 
SS.CV.3.6-8.LC, MdC, MC: Compare the means by which individuals and groups change societies, promote the 
common good, and protect rights.  
SS.CV.4.6-8.MdC: Analyze the ideas and principles contained in the founding documents of the United States and 
other countries, and explain how they influence the social and political system.  
SS.G.4.6-8.LC: Identify how cultural and environmental characteristics vary among regions of the world.  
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SS.G2.6-8.MC: Evaluate how cultural and economic decisions influence environments and the daily lives of people 
in both nearby and distant places.  
SS.H.1.6-8.LC: Classify series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or continuity.  
SS.H.1.6-8.MdC: Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical contexts.  
SS.H.2.6-8.MdC: Analyze multiple factors that influenced the perspectives of people during different historical eras.  
SS.EC.2.6-8.MC: Explain how changes in supply and demand cause changes in prices and quantities of goods and 
services, labor, credit, and foreign currencies.  
SS.EC.1.6-8.LC: Explain how economic decisions affect the well-being of individuals, businesses and society.  

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes and Essential Questions Activities and 
Assessments 

Resources 

Vocabulary: 
1. Inaugurate 
2. Federal Judiciary Act 
3. Judiciary Act of 1801 
4. Federalist 
5. Democratic-Republican 
6. Marbury vs. Madison 
7. Louisiana Purchase 
8. Lewis and Clark Expedition 
9. War Hawk 
10. Embargo Act of 1807 
11. Impressment 
12. Tariff 
13. Whiskey Rebellion 
14. Treaty of Greenville 
15. Alien and Sedition Act 
16. XYZ Affair 
17. Battle of the Thames 
18. Treaty of Ghent 

 

 

Students will be able to explain the changes in the new 
government.  

● How was the nation’s court system established? 
● What were Hamilton's financial plans? 
● What caused the Whiskey rebellion? 
● How did Political Parties develop? 
● What role did political parties play in the election of 

1800? 
● How did Jefferson’s philosophy of government 

impact the young nation? 
● What impact did the case Marbury v. Madison have 

the government? 
● How did the Alien and Sedition acts impact the 

young government? 
● What is the Era of good feelings?  

● Why is it important? 
● How did the Monroe Doctrine influence America? 

Students will describe the internal and external challenges 
● How did the U.S. handle Native American relations 

after establishing the Constitution? 
● How did the U.S. handle conflicts between European 

allies? 
● How did this influence U.S. trade? 

● What impact did the French revolution impact the 
political climate of the U.S.? 

● What impact did the Louisiana Purchase have on the 
U.S.?  

● What were the causes of the War of 1812? 

Activities: 
● Tournament of 

Historical 
Significance 
Activity 

● BeWashington 
Simulation 

● Political parties 
activity 

● Setting up a 
government 
activity 

● Lewis & Clark 
Video 

● Louisiana 
Purchase mapping 
activity 

● Student notes 
 
Formal 
Assessments: 
● Map creation 

activity 
● Primary and 

secondary sources 
readings and 
analysis 

● Chromebooks 
● Student notes 
● Smartboard 
● Various primary 

and secondary 
resources 

● Rubrics for 
Presentations 

● Copies of the 
Constitution 

● Copies of 
activities/simula
tions 
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● What were the key battles of the war? 
● What was the fighting like during the war? 
● What were the effects and legacy of the war of 1812? 

● Historical 
Significance 
Debates 

 
Summative 
Assessments: 
● Unit Test 

 

Class Title: Social Studies 
Grade Level: 7th (Clarke) 

Nine Weeks:4th 9 Weeks  

Unit 6: A Changing Nation (1810-
1861) 

Unit Overview: Students will 
examine the ways in which the U.S. 
grows and changes from 1820-50. 
They will analyze the new spirit of 
Democracy and change in politics 
as well as the spirit of Manifest 
Destiny. They will study the war 
with Mexico and the resulting land 
claims of California and 
Southwestern U.S. Additionally, 
they will comprehend the effect 
these additions and changes have 
on Native Americans along with 
the fight for equality by women and 
African Americans. 

 Standards:  
SS.IS.4.6-8.LC. Determine the value of sources by evaluating their relevance and intended use 
SS.IS.5.6-8.LC  Appropriately cite all sources utilized 
SS.IS.6.6-8.MC: Present arguments and explanations that would appeal to audiences and venues outside the classroom 
using a variety of media. 
SS. CV.1.6-8.MdC: Describe the roles of political, civil and economic organizations in shaping people’s lives 
SS.CV.2.6-8.LC: Describe the origins, purposes, and impact of constitutions, laws, treaties, and international agreements. 
SS.CV.3.6-8.LC, MdC, MC: Compare the means by which individuals and groups change societies, promote the common 
good, and protect rights.  
SS.CV.4.6-8.MdC: Analyze the ideas and principles contained in the founding documents of the United States and other 
countries, and explain how they influence the social and political system.  
SS.G.1.6-8.MdC: Use mapping and graphing to represent and analyze spatial patterns of different environmental and 
cultural characteristics.  
SS.G.4.6-8.LC: Identify how cultural and environmental characteristics vary among regions of the world.  
SS.G2.6-8.MC: Evaluate how cultural and economic decisions influence environments and the daily lives of people in 
both nearby and distant places.  
SS.H.1.6-8.MdC: Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical contexts.  
SS.H.2.6-8.MdC: Analyze multiple factors that influenced the perspectives of people during different historical eras.  
SS.EC.2.6-8.MC: Explain how changes in supply and demand cause changes in prices and quantities of goods and 
services, labor, credit, and foreign currencies.  
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Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes and Essential Questions Activities and 
Assessments 

Resources 

Vocabulary and Content 
1. Jacksonian Democracy 
2. Spoils System 
3. Election of 1824 
4. Indian Removal Act 
5. Trail of Tears 
6. Native American Resistance 
7. Tariff of Abominations 
8. Doctrine of Nullification 
9. Secession 
10. Inflation 
11. Panic of 1837 
12. Whig Party 
13. Depression 
14. Jackson’s war on the bank 
15. Election of 1840 
16. Oregon and Santa Fe Trails 
17. Lone Star Republic 
18. Battle of the Alamo 
19. Texas revolt against Mexico 
20. Manifest Destiny 
21. War with Mexico  
22. California Gold Rush 
23. Mining Camps 
24. Emigrant 
25. Immigrant 
26. Push-pull factors 
27. Second Great Awakening 
28. Temperance movement 
29. Labor union 
30. Strike 
31. Education movement 

 
 

Students will explain the impact of ideas on the government.  
● Why was the election of 1824 important? 
● How did Jacksonian democracy influence the nation? 
● How did Jackson exploit the spoils system? 
● How did Jackson’s policies affect the banking system 

and the economy? 
Students will analyze the challenges facing the nation. 

● What was the relationship like between Native 
Americans and whites in the SE?  

● How was this resolved? 
● What was life like on the Trail of Tears? 
● How did Native Americans resist removal? 

● What caused issues between the South and the US 
government? 

● What’s Manifest Destiny & how did it affect America?  
● Where did it originate? 
● What influence did the Oregon and Santa Fe 

trails have on Westward expansion? 
● What is the story of Texas Revolution? 

● What was the relationship like between 
Texans and the Mexican government? 

● How did Texas become its own country? 
● How did the Mexican American war begin? 

▪ What did the U.S. gain from the 
War? 

Students will assess the changes in American society. 
● How did voting right change during Jackson’s 

Presidency? 
● How did westward expansion influence society? 

● What were reasons for people going west? 
● Why was California an area where people flocked? 

● What was life like in a mining camp? 
● Why did immigrants from Europe come to America in 

the mid-1800s? 
● How did this affect the U.S.? 
● What was life like for an immigrant? 

Activities 
● Student presentation 
● Character interview 
● Primary and 

secondary source 
activities.  

● Gold Digging 
Diagram 

● Gold Rush map 
activity 

● Problem solving – 
Texas Revolution 

● Oregon Trail 
challenge 

Formal Assessments 
● Map questions 
● Timeline – nation 

breaking apart 
● Primary and 

secondary source 
analysis.  

● Map Activity 
● War with Mexico 

viewpoints activity 
● Manifest destiny 

activity  
● Oregon Trail 

challenge reflection 
● Problem-solving – 

Native Americans 
Summative 
Assessments 
● Unit Test 
● Student Presentation 
● Quizzes 

● Chromebooks 
● Student notes 
● Smartboard 
● Various primary 

and secondary 
resources 

● Rubrics for 
Presentations 

● Copies of 
activities/simula
tions 
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