
Central Intermediate School 
Curriculum Map 

 
Class Title: Literature            February 2019 
Grade Level: 8th                     *content, vocabulary, and resources may vary 

Nine Weeks: 1 
Unit: Short Stories 

    

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes Key Vocabulary Resources Assessments 

*concepts spiraled throughout 
the year/quarters  
Summarizing nonfiction and 
fiction texts 
Analyzing details in a text 
Plot Structure (exposition, 
rising action, climax, falling 
action, resolution) 
Plot (subplot, parallel 
episodes) 
Conflict (internal and external) 
Characterization (static and 
dynamic, direct and indirect--
STEAL Method) 
Motivation 
Setting 
Mood 
Theme 
Symbolism 
Imagery 
Irony (Verbal, Dramatic, 
Situational) 

  
R.L.8.1 Cite text evidence, analysis of explicit and 
implicit meaning 
RL.8.2 Determine theme and analyze its 
development, relationship to characters, setting, 
plot; summarize 
RL.8.3 Analyze how lines of dialogue or events 
propel action, reveal character, provoke decision 
RL.8.4 Determine meaning of words and phrases - 
figurative, connotative; analyze word choice; 
allusion 
RL.8.5 Compare and contrast structure of 2 texts 
and analyze how differing structure contributes to 
meaning and style 
RL.8.6 Analyze dramatic irony - different points of 
view - creates suspense or humor   
RL.8.7 Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live 
production of a story or drama stays faithful to or 
departs from the text or script, evaluating the 
choices made by the director or actors. 
RL.8.9 Analyze how modern fiction draws on 
themes, patterns of events, or character types from 
myths, traditional stories, or religious works, 

 
Monkey’s Paw:  
proffered, grimaced, fakir, 
grave, talisman, trifle, 
credulity, simian, 
preoccupied, resignation 
The Necklace: 
Stammered, francs, 
superb, dictation, 
manuscripts, pittance 
The Jumping Frog…: 
Curiosest, uncommon 
lucky, flush, dangdest, 
cavorting, cipher, ornery, 
shucked out, jumping on a 
dead level, ante, 
enterprising vagabond, 
button-holed 
The Tell Tale Heart 
Mad, dissimulate, 
cunning, vex, sagacity, 
vain, stealth, veil, envelop, 

 
-Ren Place 
 
-Up Front 
Magazine 
 
-The 
Common 
Core 
Companion:  
The 
Standards 
Decoded 
 
-Mentor Text 
small 
passages: 
Animal 
Farm, 
Wonder, 
Bridge to 
Terabithia, 

 
Formative: 
 
Comprehension 
questions on 
selected texts 
 
Analytical 
discussion 
questions 
 
Constructed 
Written 
Response- 
Narrative, 
Compare and 
Contrast 
 
Short Story Mini 
Projects 
 
AR Tests  



Humor (Dialect, Hyperbole, 
Understatement) 
Foreshadowing 
Author Style 
Genre 
Vocabulary acquisition 
Context clues 
Connotation, denotation 
Comparing and Contrasting a 
written text with a play 
 
 
  
  
  

including describing how the material is rendered 
new 
RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, 
and poems, at the high end of grades 6-8 
complexity band independently and proficiently 
L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning words or phrases (use 
context, use affixes and roots, consult references) 
L.8.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings 
L.8.6 Vocabulary acquisition 
L.8.10 Read a range of text types, from a broad 
range of cultures and periods  
W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence 
W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences 
W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational 
texts to support analysis, reflection, and research 
 

conceal, scantling, 
cunning, distinct, 
vehement, gesticulations, 
dissemble 
The Legend of Sleepy 
Hollow 
Folklore, Superstitions, 
tarried, conscientious, 
shilling, squadron, 
pedagogue, idle, sallied, 
parched,  
 
 

Holes, The 
Tiger Rising, 
Lord of the 
Flies, Life of 
Pi, The 
Giver 
 
-CommonLit 
 
-Newsela 
 
-CHOMP 
Core 
Standards 
Warm ups 
(various 
standards)  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Summative: 
Short Stories 
Unit Test 
(Google Form) 

  
          
  
  
  
 
 
 
  
  



Nine Weeks: 2 
Unit: Novel Studies with 
Non-Fiction Paired Texts,  

    

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes Key Vocabulary Resources Assessments 

  
Summarizing nonfiction and 
fiction texts 
Analyzing details in a text 
Plot Structure (exposition, 
rising action, climax, falling 
action, resolution) 
Plot (subplot, parallel 
episodes) 
Conflict (internal and 
external) 
Characterization (static and 
dynamic, direct and indirect) 
Motivation 
Setting 
Mood 
Theme 
Irony 
Foreshadowing 
Author Style 
Genre 
Vocabulary acquisition 
Context clues 
Discussion skills and 
etiquette (Socratic Seminar) 
Literary Analysis 
Compare novel with movie 

  
R.L.8.1 Cite text evidence, analysis of explicit and 
implicit meaning 
RL.8.2 Determine theme and analyze its 
development, relationship to characters, setting, 
plot; summarize 
RL.8.3 Analyze how lines of dialogue or events 
propel action, reveal character, provoke decision 
RL.8.4 Determine meaning of words and phrases - 
figurative, connotative; analyze word choice; 
allusion 
RL.8.5 Compare and contrast structure of 2 texts 
and analyze how differing structure contributes to 
meaning and style 
RL.8.6 Analyze dramatic irony - different points of 
view - creates suspense or humor 
RL.8.7 Analyze the extent to which a live 
production of a story or drama stays faithful to or 
departs from the text, evaluating choices made by 
the director or actors 
RL.8.9 Analyze how modern fiction draws on 
themes, patterns of events, or character types from 
myths, traditional stories, or religious works, 
including describing how the material is rendered 
new 
RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, 
and poems, at the high end of grades 6-8 
complexity band independently and proficiently 

The Outsiders 
Unfathomable, 
rogue, wince, 
nonchalantly, 
incredulous, 
gallantly, 
contemptuously, 
reformatory, 
Elude, indignant, 
hysterical, 
underprivileged, 
delinquent, 
conform, leer, 
idolize, acquitted 
 
The Call of the 
Wild  
Besetting, 
Lacerated, 
Consignment, 
Soliloquized, 
Uncouth, Draught, 
Traces, 
Malignant, 
Arduous, Gee-
pole, Leeward, 
adversary, plight, 
daunted, 

 
-Ren Place 
 
-Wordly Wise 
 
-The Common Core 
Companion:  The 
Standards Decoded 
 
-Up Front Magazine 
 
-CommonLit 
 
-Newsela 
 
-Class sets of novels 
 
-CHOMP Core 
Standards Warm 
ups (various 
standards)  

 
Formative: 
 
Chapter Quizzes 
 
Booksnaps  
 
Analytical 
discussion 
questions 
 
Constructed 
Written 
Responses: 
Journal entries, 
summaries, 
characterization 
 
Quote Analysis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summative: 



Synthesizing ideas from 
multiple texts to form a 
conclusion 
  
  

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning words or phrases (use 
context, use affixes and roots, consult references) 
L.8.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings 
L.8.6 Vocabulary acquisition 
L.8.10 Read a range of text types, from a broad 
range of cultures and periods (stories, dramas, 
poetry, literary nonfiction, historical, scientific, and 
technical texts) 
RI.8.1  Cite the textual evidence to support 
analysis of text meaning explicit and implicit 
RI.8.2  Determine central idea of text and analyze 
its development; summarize 
RI.8.3 
Analyze how a text makes connections among and 
distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events 
RI.8.4 Determine meaning of words and phrases; 
analyze impact of word choice on meaning and 
tone 
RI.8.5 
Analyze in detail the structure of a specific 
paragraph in a text, including the role of particular 
sentences in developing and refining a key 
concept. 
RI.8.6 Determine an author’s point of view or 
purpose; analyze how author acknowledges and 
responds to conflicting evidence 
RI.8.7 
Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of 
using different mediums to present a particular 
topic or idea. 
RI.8.9 Analyze a case in which two or more texts 
provide conflicting information and identify where 
texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation 
RI.8.10 By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of 

supremacy, 
shirked, 
primordial, 
obdurate, celerity, 
resiliency, 
morose, 
comrades, 
convulsive, 
recuperation, 
feigned, 
remonstrance, 
inexorable, 
superfluous, 
fissures, 
inarticulate, 
pompous, 
grubstaked, mill-
race, contagion, 
indiscreet, 
commingled, 
equilibrium, 
asunder, writhed 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Outsider 
Test 
 
The Call of the 
Wild Test 
 
Socratic 
Seminar  
 
Literary Analysis 
Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently 
and proficiently. 
 
W.8.2 Write explanatory texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas 
W.8.7 
Conduct short research projects to answer a 
question, drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions 
that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational 
texts to support analysis, reflection, and research 

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions with diverse partners on 
grade 8 topics, texts, and issues building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Nine Weeks: 3 
Unit: Non-Fiction,  
Literature Circles 
(Classic/Fiction) 

    

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes Key Vocabulary Resources Assessments 

  
Informational 
-Text Structure (Narrative 
Informational, Cause and 
Effect, Problem and 
Solution, Descriptive, 
Compare and Contrast, 
Chronological Order) 
-Summarizing nonfiction 
and fiction texts 
-Analyzing details in a text 
-Tone 
-Connotation/Denotation 
-Context Clues 
-Author’s Purpose 
-Annotation 
-Debate/backing up 
opinion with evidence 
-Central Idea 
-Compare and Contrast 
multi media with text 
 
Literature Circles 
Plot Structure (exposition, 
rising action, climax, falling 
action, resolution) 

  
L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words or phrases (use context, use affixes and roots, 
consult references) 
L.8.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings 
L.8.6 Vocabulary acquisition 
L.8.10 Read a range of text types, from a broad range of 
cultures and periods 
RI.8.1  Cite the textual evidence to support analysis of text 
meaning explicit and implicit 
RI.8.2  Determine central idea of text and analyze its 
development; summarize 
RI.8.3 Analyze how a text makes connections between 
individuals, ideas, events 
RI.8.4 Determine meaning of words and phrases; analyze 
impact of word choice on meaning and tone 
RI.8.5 Analyze the structure of a paragraph, including role of 
sentences in developing and refining a key concept 
RI.8.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose; analyze 
how author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence 
RI.8.7 Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using 
different mediums (print, digital, video, multimedia) to present 
topic or idea 
RI8.8 Evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is sound and evidence 
relevant and sufficient; recognize irrelevant evidence 

Informational 
Excruciating 
Mystified 
Epidemiologist 
Diplomatic 
Maniacal 
Teeming 
Quarantined 
Segregated 
Prostrated 
Inveigle 
Paradoxes 
Neural 
connections 
Toting 
Tanking 
Synaptic pruning 
Craving 
“Adulting” 
Chasm 
Shunted 
Hasty 
Primed 
Prudent 
Neurotransmitters 
Debiliating 

 
-Ren Place 
 
-Wordly Wise 
 
-The Common 
Core 
Companion:  
The Standards 
Decoded 
 
-Up Front 
Magazine 
 
-CommonLit 
 
-Newsela 
 
-Class sets of 
novels 
 
-CHOMP Core 
Standards 
Warm ups 
(various 
standards)  

 
Formative: 
 
Comprehension 
questions on 
selected texts 
 
Analytical 
discussion 
questions 
 
Constructed 
response  
 
Research 
Analysis (one-
pager) 
 
Lit. Circle Jobs-- 
-Discussion 
Director 
-Connector 
-Vocabulary 
Enricher 



Plot (subplot, parallel 
episodes) 
Conflict (internal and 
external) 
Characterization (static 
and dynamic, direct and 
indirect) 
Motivation 
Setting 
Mood 
Theme 
Irony 
Foreshadowing 
Author Style 
Genre 
Context clues 
Connotation, denotation 
Discussion skills and 
etiquette 
Synthesizing ideas from 
multiple texts to form a 
conclusion 

RI.8.9 Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide 
conflicting information and identify where texts disagree on 
matters of fact or interpretation 
RI.8.10 Read and comprehend complex nonfiction 
R.L.8.1 Cite text evidence, analysis of explicit and implicit 
meaning 
RL.8.2 Determine theme and analyze its development, 
relationship to characters, setting, plot; summarize 
RL.8.3 Analyze how lines of dialogue or events propel action, 
reveal character, provoke decision 
RL.8.4 Determine meaning of words and phrases - figurative, 
connotative; analyze word choice; allusion 
RL.8.5 Compare and contrast structure of 2 texts and analyze 
how differing structure contributes to meaning and style 
RL.8.6 Analyze dramatic irony - different points of view - creates 
suspense or humor   
RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, 
including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 
6-8 complexity band independently and proficiently 
W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence 
W.8.2 Write explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey 
ideas 
W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research 
  

Phenomenon 
Inoculating 
Resilience 
Manifestations 
Wobbly 
Strenuous 
Cultivating 
Vanquish 
Alleviate 
Neurohormone 
Diminish 
Psychoanalyst 
Contrary 
 
Lit. Circle 
Vocab. 
*will vary 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The New York 
Times-The 
Learning 
Network 
 
Lit. Circles-- 
(Classics) 
-The Phantom 
of the Opera 
-Frankenstein 
-The Hobbit 
-Fahrenheit 
451  
 
Lit. Circles-- 
(Fiction) 
-Restart 
-Freak the 
Mighty 
-A Corner of 
the Universe 
-The Westing 
Game 
-Hatchet 
 
 
 
 
Lit Circles-- 
(Historical 
Fiction) 
-Call it 
Courage 

-Literary 
Luminary 
-Investigator 
-Plot Profiler 
-Illustrator 
**Connected to 
critical thinking 
elements** 
 
 
 
 
Summative: 
 
Research 
Analysis (one-
pager) 
 
Lit Circle Project 
 
Quiz on each 
text selection 



-The Call of 
the Wild 
-Prisoner B-
3087 

  
  

Nine Weeks: 4 
Unit: Novel,  
Poetry 

    

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes Key 
Vocabulary 

Resources Assessments 

  
Summarizing nonfiction 
and fiction texts 
Analyzing details in a 
text 
Plot Structure 
(exposition, rising action, 
climax, falling action, 
resolution) 
Plot (subplot, parallel 
episodes) 
Conflict (internal and 
external) 
Characterization (static 
and dynamic, direct and 
indirect) 
Motivation 
Setting 
Mood 

  
L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words or phrases (use context, use affixes and roots, 
consult references) 
L.8.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings 
L.8.6 Vocabulary acquisition 
L.8.10 Read a range of text types, from a broad range of cultures 
and periods  
RI.8.10 Read and comprehend complex nonfiction 
R.L.8.1 Cite text evidence, analysis of explicit and implicit 
meaning 
RL.8.2 Determine theme and analyze its development, 
relationship to characters, setting, plot; summarize 
RL.8.3 Analyze how lines of dialogue or events propel action, 
reveal character, provoke decision 
RL.8.4 Determine meaning of words and phrases - figurative, 
connotative; analyze word choice; allusion 
RL.8.5 Compare and contrast structure of 2 texts and analyze 
how differing structure contributes to meaning and style 
RL.8.6 Analyze dramatic irony - different points of view - creates 
suspense or humor   

 
Anthem 
Atone 
Brigade 
Cesspool 
Convulsion 
Dais 
Mandate 
Portals 
Pulpit 
Transgression 
Wretch 
Avert 
Brine 
Deign 
Eugenics 
Fraternity 
Lassitude 
Lodestone 

 
-Ren Place 
 
-The Common 
Core 
Companion:  
The Standards 
Decoded 
 
-The New York 
Times - The 
Learning 
Network 
 
-Class sets of 
novels-Anthem 
 
-CommonLit 
(poetry) 

 
Formative: 
 
Comprehension 
questions on 
selected texts 
 
Analytical 
discussion 
questions 
 
Glossary 
 
Journal Entries 
 
 
Summative: 
Final Project-
Choice 



Theme 
Irony 
Foreshadowing 
Author Style 
Genre 
Vocabulary acquisition 
Context clues 
Connotation, denotation 
Discussion skills and 
etiquette 
Evaluation of a novel 
Comparing written 
stories across genre and 
theme 
Synthesizing ideas from 
multiple texts to form a 
conclusion 
  

RL.8.9 Analyze how modern fiction draws on themes, patterns of 
events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or 
religious works, including describing how the material is rendered 
new 
RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, 
including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 
6-8 complexity band independently and proficiently 
W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence 
W.8.2 Write explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey 
ideas 
W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real  
or imagined experiences 
W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research 

Pyre 
Spangle 
Taut 
Abyss 
Boon 
Collective 
Corruption 
Detention 
Illustrious 
Infamy 
Redemption 
Solidarity 
Solitude 
Alms 
Depraved 
Martyr 
Raze 
Reverence 
Sanction 
Shackled 
Undefiled 
Vindicate 
 
 
Poetry 
Elegy 
sonnet 
ode 
ballad 
lyric 
free verse 
narrative 
epic 

 
Socratic 
Seminar 
 



rhythm  
rhyme 
repetition 
Assonance 
Dissonance 
Alliteration 
Symbolism 
simile 
imagery 
metaphor 
allusion 
onomatopoeia 
tone 
couplet 
quatrain 
meter 
iambic 
pentameter 
 
 

 


