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Art classes at the Intermediate school will continue to explore the basics of art through, drawing, painting, calligraphy, 
sculpting, designing and building artworks.  The curriculum emphasises the use of the elements of art (line, shape, form, 
color, space, value, texture) and principles of design (rhythm, balance, proportion, emphasis, harmony and unity). 
Classes explore various media and artists through project based learning.  Students will be able to demonstrate: 

● Creative habits, skills, strategies and mindset of an artist. 
● Acquire procedural skills for using and maintaining art materials. 
● Develop aesthetic judgement. 
● Explore a variety of cultures while looking at the purpose and meaning of the artwork. (To be used for thematic art 

shows) 

Students may demonstrate learning in a variety of cognitive levels (Bloom’s Taxonomy) 

● Remember 
● Understand 
● Apply 
● Analyze 
● Evaluate 
● Create 

OR--Students may demonstrate depth of knowledge---?? 

● 1. Recall--what is the knowledge?-- Needs Improvement 
● 2. Basic--application of skills and concepts-- Novice 
● 3. Strategic Thinking--Why? --Competent 
● 4. Extended Thinking-- How else can the knowledge be used? --Expert 
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Grade: 8 

Time: 1 Quarter (22 class periods) 

Key Concepts: 

Drawing 

● Observation Drawing 
● Visual Story and Composition 
● Sketchbook Assignment 
● Writing about art (reflection)  

Painting 

● Color Theory: Primary, Secondary and Tertiary Colors 
● Color Families: Shades and Tints 
● Painting Techniques 

Sculpture 

● Three Dimensional Shape 
● Construction through recycled materials 
● Paster Gaze 

Art History 

● Using various artists, illustrators and art history.  
● Cultural Connection: Africa 
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Grade: 6 

Time: 1 Quarter (22 class periods) 

Key Concepts: 

Drawing 

● Drawing in 1 point perspective 
● Visual Story and Composition 
● Sketchbook Assignment 

Painting 

● Cultural Arts (Egypt) 

Sculpture 

● Three dimensional shapes 
● Reusable materials and construction 
● Proper use of tools 

Art History 

● Using various artists and illustrators.  
● Cultural Connection 
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Grade: 7 

Time: 1 Quarter (22 class periods) 

Key Concepts: 

Drawing 

● Drawing in 1 point perspective 
● Visual Story and Composition 
● Sketchbook Assignment 
● Writing Reflection 

Painting 

● Color Theory, Primary, Secondary and Tertiary 
● Proper use of paint supplies  

Collage and Paper Arts 

● Word Art and Logo Mosaic 
● Proper use of tools 
● Origami 

Art History 

● Using various artists and illustrators. 
● Cultural connection: Origami  
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Grade: 5 

Time: 1 Quarter (22 class periods) 

Key Concepts: 

Drawing 

● Directed Drawing: Line, Shape, Form 

Painting 

●  

Collage and Paper Arts 

●  

Art History 

● Using various artists, art history. 
● Cultural connection:  
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Grade: 4 

Time: 22 class periods over a year or a quarter 

Key Concepts: 

Drawing 

● Drawing from observation 
● Animal Portraits 
● Landscape/Cityscape 

Painting 

● Color Wheel 
● Why is the Statue of Liberty Green?  

Collage and Paper Arts 

● Create a portion of a famous painting with paper  

Art History 

● Using various artists and illustrators. 
● Cultural connection: Hawaii  
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Illinois Arts Learning Standards  
 
Anchor Standard 1:  Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas 
and work. 
 
Enduring Understanding: Creativity and innovative thinking are 
essential life skills that can be developed.  

VA:CR1.1.4: Brainstorm multiple approaches to a creative art or 
design problem.  
VA:CR1.1.5: Combine ideas to generate an innovative idea for 
making art.  
VA:CR1.1.6: Combine Concepts collaboratively to generate 
innovative ideas for creating art.  
VA:CR1.1.7: Apply methods to overcome creative blocks 
VA:CR1.1.8: Document early states of the creative process 
visually or verbally in traditional or new media.  

Essential Questions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. What conditions, attitudes and behaviors support creativity and innovative 
thinking? 

2. What factors prevent or encourage people to take creative risks?  
3. How does collaboration expand the creative process?  

 
 

 

Illinois Arts Learning Standards:  
 
Anchor Standard 1:  Generate and Conceptualize artistic ideas 
and work.  
 
Enduring Understanding: Artists and designers shape artistic 
investigations, following or breaking with traditions in pursuit of 
creative art-making goals.  

VA:CR1.2.4: Collaboratively set goals and create artwork that is 
meaningful and has purpose to the makers. 
VA:CR1.2.5: Identify and demonstrate diverse method of artistic 
investigation to choose an approach for beginning a work of art.  
VA:CR1.2.6: Formulate an artistic investigation of personally 
relevant content for creating art.  
VA:CR1.2.7: Develop criteria to guide making a work of art or 
design to meet an identified goal.  
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VA:CR1.2.8: Collaboratively shape an artistic investigation of an 
aspect of present-day life using a contemporary practice of art 
and design.  

Essential Questions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. How does knowing the contexts, histories and tradition of art forms help us create 
works of art and design? 

5. Why do artists follow or break from established traditions? 
6. How do artists determine what resources are needed to formulate artistic 

investigations? 

 
 

Illinois Arts Learning Standards 
 
Anchor Standard 2:  Organize and develop artistic ideas and 
work.  
 
Enduring Understanding: Creativity and innovative think are 
essential life skills that can be developed 
 
 

VA:CR2.1.4: Explore and invent art-making techniques and 
approaches. 
VA:CR2.1.5: Experiments and develop skills in multiple 
art-making techniques and approaches through practice. 
VA:CR2.1.6: Demonstrate openness in trying new ideas, 
materials, methods and approaches in making art and process of 
design.  
VA:CR2.1.7: Demonstrate persistence in developing skills with 
various materials, methods and approaches in creating works of 
art or design.  
VA:CR2.1.8: Demonstrate willingness to experiment, innovate, 
and take risks to pursue ideas, forms and meanings that emerge 
in the process of making art or designing.  

Essential Questions: 
 
 
 
 
 

1. How do artists work? 
2. How do artists and designers determine whether a particular direction in the work 

is effective? 
3. Ho do artists and designers learn from trial and error? 
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Illinois Arts Learning Standards 
 
Anchor Standard 2:  Organize and develop artistic ideas and 
work.  
 
Enduring Understanding:Artists and designers balance 
experimentation and safety, freedom and responsibility while 
developing and creating artworks.  

VA:Cr 2.2.4: When making works of art, utilize and care for 
materials, tools, and equipment in a manner that prevents danger 
to oneself and others. 
VA:Cr 2.2.5: Demonstrate quality craftsmanship through care for 
and use of materials, tools and equipment. 
VA:Cr 2.2.6: Explain environmental implications of conservation, 
care, and cleanup of art materials, tools, and equipment.  
VA:Cr 2.2.7: Demonstrate awareness of ethical responsibility to 
oneself and others when posting and sharing images and other 
materials through the internet, social media, and other 
communication formats.  
VA:Cr 2.2.8: Demonstrate awareness of practices issues and 
ethics of appropriation, fair use, copyright, open source, and 
creative commons as the apply to creating works of art and 
design.  

Essential Questions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. How do artists and designers care for and maintain materials, tools and 
equipment? 

8. Why is it important for safety and health to understand the following procedures in 
handling materials and tools? 

9. What responsibilities come with freedom to create? 
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Illinois Arts Learning Standards 
 
Anchor Standard 2:  Organize and develop artistic ideas and 
work.  
 
Enduring Understanding: People create and interact with 
object, places, and design that define, shape, enhance, and 
empower their lives.  

VA:Cr 2.3.4: Id 
VA:Cr 2.3.5: Identify, describe, and visually document places of 
objects of personal significance.  
VA:Cr 2.3.6: Design or redesign objects, places or systems that 
meet the identified needs of diverse users.  
VA:Cr 2.3.7: Apply visual organization strategies to design and 
produce a work of art, design, or media that clearly 
communicates information or ideas.  
VA:Cr 2.3.8: Select, organize, and design images and words to 
make visually clear and compelling presentations.  

Essential Questions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. How do objects, places and design shape lives and communities? 
11. How do artist and designers determine goals for designing or redesigning objects, 

places or systems?  
12. How do artists and designers create works of art or design that communicate 

effectively?  

 
 

 

Illinois Arts Learning Standards 
 
Anchor Standard 3:  Revise, refine, and complete artistic work. 
 
Enduring Understanding: Artists and designers develop 
excellence through practice and constructive critique, reflecting 
on, revising, and refining work over time.  

VA:Cr 3.1.4: Revise artworks in progress on the basis of insights 
gained through peer discussion. 
VA:Cr 3.1.5: Create artist statements using art vocabulary to 
describe personal choices made in art making.  
VA:Cr 3.1.6: Reflect on whether personal artwork conveys the 
intended meaning and revise accordingly.  
VA:Cr 3.1.7: Reflect on and explain important information about 
personal artwork in an artist’s statement or another format. 
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VA:Cr 3.1.8: Apply  relevant criteria to examine, reflect on, and 
plan revisions for a work of art or design in progress.  

Essential Questions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13. What role does persistence play in revising refining and developing artwork? 
14. How do artists grow and become accomplished in art forms? 
15. How does collaboratively reflecting on a work help us experience it more 

completely?  

 
 

Illinois Arts Learning Standards 
 
Anchor Standard 4:  Select, analyze and interpret artistic work 
for presentation.  
 
Enduring Understanding: Artists and other presenters consider 
various techniques, methods, venues, and criteria when 
analyzing, selecting, and curating objects, artifacts and artworks 
for presentation.  

VA:Pr 4.1.4: Compare and contrast how technologies have 
changed the way artwork is preserved, presented, and 
experienced.  
VA:Pr 4.1.5: Define the roles and responsibilities of a curator, 
explaining the skills and knowledge needed in preserving, 
maintaining, and presenting objects, artifacts and artwork. 
VA:Pr 4.1.6: Analyze similarities and differences associated with 
preserving and presenting two-dimensional, three-dimensional, 
and digital artwork. 
VA:Pr 4.1.7: Analyze how past, present, and emerging 
technologies have impacted the preservation and presentation of 
artwork.  
VA:Pr 4.1.8: Develop and apply criteria for evaluating a 
collection of artwork for presentation.  

Essential Questions: 
 
 
 
 
 

1. How are artworks cared for and by whom?  
2. What criteria, methods and processes are used to select work for 

preservation or presentation? 
3. Why do people value objects, artifacts, and artworks and select them for 

presentation? 
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Illinois Arts Learning Standards 
 
Anchor Standard 5:  Develop and refine artistic techniques and 
work for presentation. 
 
Enduring Understanding: Artists, curators, and others consider 
a variety of factors and methods, including evolving technologies, 
when preparing and refining artwork for display or when deciding 
if and how to preserve and protect artwork.  

VA:Pr 5.1.4: Analyze the various considerations for presenting 
and protecting art in various locations, indoor or outdoor settings, 
in temporary or permanent forms, and in physical or digital 
formats. 
VA:Pr 5.1.5: Develop a logical argument for safe and effective 
use of materials and techniques for preparing and presenting 
artwork.  
VA:Pr 5.1.6: Individually or collaboratively, develop a visual plan 
for displaying works of art, analyzing exhibit space, the needs of 
the viewer and the layout of the exhibit. 
VA:Pr 5.1.7: Based on criteria, analyze and evaluate methods for 
preparing and presenting art.  
VA:Pr 5.1.8: Collaboratively prepare and present selected 
theme-based artwork for display and formulate exhibition 
narratives for the viewer.  

Essential Questions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. What methods and processes are considered when preparing artwork for presentation 
or preservation? 
6. How does refining artwork affect its meaning to the viewer?  
7. What criteria are considered when selecting work for presentation, a portfolio, or a 
collection? 

 
 

 

 



 

CIS Curriculum Maps 2018 
 
Illinois Arts Learning Standards 
 
Anchor Standard 6:  Convey meaning through the presentation 
of artistic work. 
 
Enduring Understanding: Objects, artifacts and artworks 
preserved or presented by artists, museums or other venues 
communicate meaning and a record of social, cultural, and 
political experiences resulting in the cultivation of appreciation 
and understanding.  

VA:Pr 6.1.4:  Compare and contrast purposes of art museums, 
art galleries, and other venues as well as the types of personal 
experiences they provide.  
VA:Pr 6.1.5:  Cite evidence about how an exhibition in a 
museum or other venue presents ideas and provides information 
about a specific concept or topic.  
VA:Pr 6.1.6:  Assess, explain, and provide evidence of how 
museums or other venues reflect history and values of a 
community. 
VA:Pr 6.1.7:  Compare and contrast viewing and experiencing 
collection and exhibitions in different venues.  
VA:Pr 6.1.8:  Analyze why and how and exhibition or collection 
may influence ideas, beliefs, and experiences.  

Essential Questions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. What is an art museum 
9. How does the presenting and sharing of objects, artifacts, and artworks influence and 
shape ideas, beliefs, and experiences? 
10. How do objects, artifacts and artwork collected, preserved, or presented cultivate 
appreciation and understanding?  

 
 

Illinois Arts Learning Standards 
 
Anchor Standard 7:  Perceive and analyze artistic work. 
 
Enduring Understanding: Individual aesthetic and empathic 
awareness developed through engagement with art can lead to 
understanding and appreciation of self, others, the natural world 
and constructed environments.  

VA:Re7.1.4: Compare responses to a work of art before and 
after working in similar media.  
VA:Re7.1.5: Compare one’s own interpretation of a work of art 
with the interpretation of others.  
VA:Re7.1.6: Identify and interpret works of art or design that 
reveal how people live around the world and what they value.  
VA:Re7.1.7: Explain how the method of display, the location, and 
the experience of an artwork influences how it is perceived and 
valued.  
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VA:Re7.1.8: Explain how a person’s aesthetic choices are 
influenced by culture and environment and impact the visual 
image that one conveys to others.  

 
 

 

Illinois Arts Learning Standards 
 
Anchor Standard 7:  Perceive and analyze artistic work. 
 
 Enduring Understanding: Visual imagery influences 
understanding of, and responses to, the world.  

VA:Re7.2.4: Analyze components in visual imagery that convey 
messages.  
VA:Re7.2.5: Identify and analyze cultural associations suggested 
by visual imagery.  
VA:Re7.2.6: Analyze ways that visual components and cultural 
associations suggested by images influence ideas, emotions, 
and actions.  
VA:Re7.2.7: Analyze multiple ways that images influence 
specific audiences.  
VA:Re7.2.8: Compare and contrast contexts and media in which 
viewers encounter images that influence ideas, emotions, and 
actions.  

Essential Questions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. What is an image? 
2. Where and how do we encounter images in our world? 
3. How to images influence our views of the world?`  

 

 

 

 



 

CIS Curriculum Maps 2018 
 
Illinois Arts Learning Standards 
 
Anchor Standard 8:  Construct meaningful interpretations of 
artistic work. 
 
Enduring Understanding: People gain insights into meanings of 
artworks by engaging in the process of art criticism.  

VA:Re8.1.4: Communicate feelings when engaging with works of 
art and describe subject matter, formal characteristics, and 
art-making approaches to discuss meanings of artwork.  
VA:Re8.1.5: Interpret art through describing and analyzing 
feelings, subject matter, formal characteristics, art making 
approaches, and contextual information.  
VA:Re8.1.6: Collaboratively interpret art and generate meanings 
through describing and analyzing feelings, subject matter, formal 
characteristics, art making approaches, and contextual 
information. 
VA:Re8.1.7: Interpret art and generate meanings through 
describing and analyzing feelings, subject matter, formal 
characteristics, art making approaches and contextual 
information and identify key concepts. 
VA:Re8.1.8: Collaboratively develop meaningful interpretations, 
supported by evidence, of artworks through describing and 
analyzing feelings, subject matter, formal characteristics, art 
making approaches, contextual information, and key concepts.  

Essential Questions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. What is the value of engaging in the process of art criticism? 
2. How can the viewer “read” a work of art as a text?  
3. How does knowing and using visual art vocabularies help us understand 

and interpret works of art? 
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Illinois Arts Learning Standards 
 
Anchor Standard 9:  Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. 
 
Enduring Understanding: People evaluate art based on various 
criteria. 

VA:Re9.2.4: Apply one set of criteria to evaluate more than one 
work of art.  
VA:Re9.2.5: Recognize differences in criteria used to evaluate 
works of art depending on styles, genres, and media as well as 
historical and cultural contexts.  
VA:Re9.2.6: Develop and apply relevant criteria to evaluate a 
work of art. 
VA:Re9.2.7: Compare and explain the difference between and 
evaluation of an artwork based on personal criteria and an 
evaluation of an artwork based on a set of established criteria.  
VA:Re9.2.8: Create a convincing and logical argument to support 
and evaluation of art.  

Essential Questions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. How does one determine criteria to evaluate a work of art? 
5. How and why might criteria vary? 
6. How is a personal preference different from an evaluation? 

 
 

 

Illinois Arts Learning Standards 
 

VA:CN10.1.4:  Create works of art that reflect community or 
cultural traditions 
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Anchor Standard 10:  Synthesize and relate knowledge and 
personal experiences to make art. 
 
Enduring Understanding: Through making art, people make 
meaning by investigating and developing awareness of 
perceptions, knowledge, and experiences.  

VA:CN10.1.5:  Apply formal and conceptual vocabularies of art 
and design to view surroundings in new ways through art making. 
VA:CN10.1.6:  Generate a collection of ideas reflecting current 
interests and concerns that could be investigated in art making. 
VA:CN10.1.7:  Individually or collaboratively create visual 
documentation of places and times in which people gather to 
make and experience art of design in the community.  
VA:CN10.1.8:  Mark art collaboratively to reflect on and reinforce 
positive aspects of group identity.  

Essential Questions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. How does engaging in creating art enrich people’s lives? 
2. How does making art attune people to their surroundings? 
3. How do people contribute to awareness and understanding of the 

lives and the lives of their communities through making art?  

 
 

 

Illinois Arts Learning Standards 
 
Anchor Standard 11:  Synthesize and relate knowledge and 
personal experiences to make art.Relate artistic ideas and works 
with societal, cultural, and historical context to deepen 
understanding. 
 
Enduring Understanding: People develop ideas and 
understandings of society, culture, and history through their 
interactions with and analysis of art.  

VA:CN11.1.4:  Through observation, infer information about time, 
place and culture in which a work of art was created.  
VA:CN11.1.5:  Identify how art is used to inform or change 
beliefs, values, or behaviors of an individual or society. 
VA:CN11.1.6:  Analyze how art reflects changing times, 
traditions, resources, and cultural uses. 
VA:CN11.1.7:  Analyze how response to art is influenced by 
understanding the time and place in which it was created, the 
available resources, and cultural uses.  
VA:CN11.1.8:  Distinguish different ways art is used to represent, 
establish, reinforce and reflect group identity.  
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Essential Questions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. How does art help us understand the lives of people in different times, places and 
cultures? 

2. How is art used to impact the views of society? 
3. How does art preserve aspects of life?  

 
 

 

 Key Vocabulary 

4-8th Grade Abstract: Artwork  in  which  the  subject  matter  is  stated  in  a  brief,  simplified  manner;  little  or  no 
attempt  is  made  to  represent  images  realistically,  and  objects  are  often  simplified  or   distorted.  
 
Acrylics:  Quick  drying,  plastic  polymer  pigment  used  with  water.  
 
Additive: The  process  of  adding  or  joining  parts  and/or  visual  elements  together  to  create  a 
painting,  collage  or  sculpture  (as  opposed  to  subtractive).  
 
Analogous: Closely  related  colors;  a  color  scheme  that  combines  several  hues  next  to  each 
other  on   the  color  wheel.  
 
Art criticism: An  organized  system  for  looking  at  the  visual  arts;  a  process  of  appraising  what 
we  want   students  to  know  and  be  able  to  do.  
 
Assemblage: A three--‑dimensional  composition  in  which  a  collection  of  objects  is  unified  in  a 
sculptural   work.  
 
Asymmetry: A  lack  of  equality  or  equivalence  between  parts  or  aspects  of  something.  
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Background: The  part  of  the  picture  plane  that  seems  to  be  farthest  from  the  viewer.  
 
Balance: The  way  in  which  the  elements  in  visual  arts  are  arranged  to  create  a  feeling  of 
equilibrium  in  an  artwork.    The  three  types  of  balance  are  symmetry,  asymmetry,  and   radial.  
 
Collage: An  artistic  composition  made  of  various  materials  (e.g.,  paper,  cloth,  or  wood)  glued 
on  a   surface.  
 
Color: The  visual  sensation  dependent  on  the  reflection  or  absorption  of  light  from  a  given 
surface.    The  three  characteristics  of  colors  are  hue,  intensity,  and  value.     Color  relationships 
Also  called  color  schemes  or  harmonies.    The  relationships  of  colors  on  the  color  wheel. 
Basic  color  schemes  include  monochromatic,  analogous,  and  complementary.  
 
Color  wheel: A  circular  diagram  of  the  spectrum  used  to  show  the  relationships  between  the 
colors  
 
Complementary  colors: Colors  opposite  one  another  on  the  color  wheel.    Red/green, 
blue/orange,  yellow/violet   are  complementary  colors.  
  
Composition: The  overall  placement  and  organization  of  elements  in  a  work  of  art,  as  well  as 
the   interrelationships  between  individual  elements.  
 
Content: The  representations,  messages,  ideas,  and/or  feelings  expressed  in  a  work  of  art.  
 
Contour line drawings: Drawing  that  represents  the  edges  and  ridges  of  a  form,  without  tonal 
variation,  shading,   etc.  
 
Contrast: Differences  between  two  or  more  elements  (e.g.,  value,  color,  texture)  in  a 
composition;   juxtaposition  of  dissimilar  elements  in  a  work  of  art.  Also  refers  the  degree  of 
difference   between  the  lightest  and  darkest  areas  of  an  image.  
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Cool colors: Colors  suggesting  coolness,  blues,  greens,  violets  and  their  variants.  
 
Design: The  plan,  conception  or  organization  of  a  work  of  art;  the  arrangement  of  independent 
parts  (the  elements  of  art)  to  form  a  coordinated  whole.  
 
Distortion: The  condition  of  being  twisted  or  altered  from  a  usual  or  regular  shape.  In  visual 
art,   distortion  is  often  used  as  an  expressive  technique.  
 
Dominance: An  emphasis  of  one  aspect,  characteristic  or  quality  in  an  image  in  relation  to  all 
others.  
 
Elements  of  art: Sensory  components  used  to  create  and  talk  about  works  of  art:  line,  color, 
shape/form,   texture,  value,  space.  
 
Emphasis: Special  attention  or  embellishment  on  an  element,  characteristic  or  object  in  a  work 
of  art   that  makes  it  stand  out  from  others.  
 
Expressive  content: Content  expressive  of  ideas  and  moods  in  a  work  of  art.  
 
Figurative: The  representation  of  people,  subjects,  and  scenes  from  everyday  life.  
 
Foreground: Part  of  a  two--‑dimensional  artwork  that  appears  to  be  nearer  the  viewer  or  in  the 
“front”   of  the  image.    Middleground  and  background  are  the  parts  of  the  picture  that  appear 
to  be   farther  and  farthest  away.  
 
Focal  point: The  place  in  a  work  of  art  at  which  attention  becomes  focused  because  of  an 
element   emphasized  in  some  way.  
 
Form   (1)  The  particular  characteristics  of  an  artwork’s  visual  elements  (as  distinguished  from 
its  subject  matter  or  content).  (2)  A  3D volume  or  the  illusion  of  three   dimensions;  related  to 
shape  (which  is  2D).  
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Function: Purpose  and  use  of  a  work  of  art.  
 
Gesture drawing: The  drawing  of  lines  quickly  and  loosely  to  show  movement  in  a  subject.  
 
Harmony: The  principle  of  design  that  creates  unity  within  a  work  of  art.  
  
Hue: The  gradation  or  attribute  of  a  color  that  defines  its  general  classification  as  a  red,  blue, 
yellow,  green  or  intermediate  color.  
 
Installation  art: The  combining  of  elements  into  a  singular  artwork  that  is  specifically  located  in 
one   place;  an  artwork  that  exists  only  in  the  place  in  which  it  was/is  installed,  and  is  not 
able   to  be  relocated  like  a  painting  or  print.  
 
Intensity: Also  called  chroma  or  saturation;  refers  to  the  brightness  of  a  color  (a  color  is  full  in 
intensity  only  when  in  its  pure  form  and  unmixed).    Color  intensity  can  be  changed  by   adding 
black,  white,  gray  or  an  opposite  color  on  the  color  wheel.  
 
Line: In  visual  art,  a  delineation  or  fracturing  of  space  in  color  or  black  and  white.    Line 
qualities  can  vary  in  width,  length,  gesture,  color,  direction,  etc.  
 
Linear  perspective: A  graphic  system  used  to  create  the  illusion  of  depth  and  volume  on  a  flat 
surface.    In   images  of  buildings  and  objects,  the  lines  defining  their  edges  and  features  are 
slanted,   making  them  appear  to  extend  back  into  space.  
 
Mass: The  outside  size  and  bulk  of  an  object,  such  as  a  building  or  a  sculpture;  the  visual 
weight   of  an  object.  
 
Maquette: A  preliminary  model  (as  of  a  sculpture  or  a  building),  usually  small.  
 
Media: (1)  Plural  of  medium  referring  to  materials  used  to  make  works  of  art.  (2) 
Classifications  of   artworks,  such  as  painting,  printmaking,  sculpture,  film,  etc.  
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Middle  ground: Area  of  a  two--‑dimensional  work  of  art  between  the  foreground  (closest  to  the 
front)  and   background  (furthest  receded).  
 
Mixed  media: An  artwork  in  which  more  than  one  type  of  art  material  is  used.  
 
Monochromatic: Use  of  only  one  hue  or  color  that  can  vary  in  value  or  intensity.  
 
Mood: The  state  of  mind  or  emotion  communicated  in  a  work  of  art  through  color,  composition, 
media,  scale,  size,  etc.  
 
Motif: A  repeated  pattern,  often  creating  a  sense  of  rhythm.  
 
Movement: The  principle  of  design  that  deals  with  the  creation  of  action.  
 
Multimedia: Computer  programs  that  involve  users  in  the  design  and  organization  of  text, 
graphics,   video  and  sound  in  one  presentation.  
 
Negative  space: Shapes  or  spaces  that  are  or  represent  the  areas  unoccupied  by  objects. 
Neutral  colors   Black,  white,  gray,  and  variations  of  brown. They  are  included  in  the  color 
family  called   earth  colors.  
 
Nonobjective: Having  no  recognizable  object  or  subject;  also,  nonrepresentational.  
  
Oils   Oil--‑based  pigment  used  with  paint  thinner,  turpentine,  or  other  non--‑water--‑based 
suspension.  
 
One--‑point  perspective: A  way  to  show  3-D  objects  on  a  2-D  surface,  lines  appear  to  go 
away  from  the  viewer   meet  at  a  single  point  on  the  horizon  known  as  the  vanishing  point.  
 
Organic: Refers  to  shapes  or  forms  not  of  geometric  shape,  having  irregular  edges,  surfaces  or 
objects  similar  to  natural  forms.  
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Pattern: A  design,  image,  or  shape  repeated  in  a  predictable  combination.  
 
Performance  art: A  type  of  art  in  which  an  event  or  events  are  planned  and  enacted  before 
an  audience  for   aesthetic  reasons.  
 
Perspective: A  system  for  representing  three--‑dimensional  objects  viewed  in  spatial  recession 
on  a   two-dimensional  surface.  
 
Point  of  view: The  angle  from  which  a  viewer  sees  the  objects  or  scene  in  an  image.  
 
Portfolio: A  systematic,  organized  collection  of  artwork,  usually  student  artwork.  
 
Positive Shapes:  or  spaces  in  an  image  that  represent  solid  objects  or  forms.  
 
Printmaking: The  transference  of  an  image  from  one  surface  (plate  or  block)  to  another  (usually 
paper)   using  ink.  
 
Primary  colors:   Red,  yellow,  and  blue.    From  these  all  other  colors  are  created.  
 
Principles  of  design:  A  design  concept  describing  the  ways  in  which  the  elements  of  an  image 
are  arranged   (i.e.  balance,  contrast,  dominance,  emphasis,  movement,  repetition,  rhythm, 
variation,   unity).  
 
Properties  of  color: The  characteristics  of  color  that  are  perceived:  hue,  value,  and  intensity.  
 
Proportion: The  scale  relationships  of  one  part  to  the  whole  and  of  one  part  to  another.  In 
images  of   figures,  the  appropriate  balance  between  the  size  of  body  and  its  limbs.  
 
Reflection: Personal  and  thoughtful  consideration  of  an  artwork,  an  aesthetic  experience,  or  the 
creative  process.  
 
Rhythm: Repetitive  visual  elements  that  achieve  a  specific  effect.  
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Rubric: A  guide  for  judgment  or  scoring,  a  description  of  expectations.  
 
Scale: Relative  size,  proportion;  the  determination  of  measurements  of  dimensions  within  a 
design  or  artwork.  
 
Sculpture: Three--‑dimensional  artwork  to  be  seen  either  in  the  round  (from  all  sides)  or  as  a 
bas- relief  (a  low  relief  in  which  figures  protrude  only  slightly  from  the  background).  
  
Secondary  colors: Colors  that  are  created  by  the  mixture  of  two  primary  colors,  i.e.  red  and 
yellow  make   orange,  yellow  and  blue  make  green,  blue  and  red  make  violet,  etc.  
 
Shade: A  color  produced  by  the  addition  of  black.  
 
Shape: A  two--‑dimensional  area  or  plane  that  may  be  open  or  closed,  free  form  or  geometric. 
It   can  be  found  in  nature  or  created  by  humans.  
 
Space: The  area  between,  around,  above,  below,  or  contained  within  objects.  Spaces  are  areas 
defined  by  the  shapes  and  forms  around  them  and  within  them,  just  as  shapes  and  forms 
are  defined  by  the  space  around  and  within  them.  
 
Still  life: A  specific  type  of  visual  artwork  representing  one  or  more  inanimate  object.  
 
Structure: The  way  parts  are  arranged  or  put  together  to  form  a  whole.  
 
Style: A  set  of  characteristics  of  the  art  of  a  culture,  a  period,  or  school  of  art;  the 
characteristic   expression  of  individual  artists  or  groups.  
 
Subtractive: Artistic  method  accomplished  by  removing  or  taking  away  from  the  original  creative 
material,  (the  opposite  of  additive).  
 
Symmetry: A  balance  of  parts  on  opposite  sides  of  a  perceived  midline,  giving  the  appearance 
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of   equal  visual  weight.  
 
Texture: The  surface  quality  of  materials,  either  actual  (tactile)  or  implied  (visual).      It  is  one  of 
the   elements  of  art.  
 
Theme: A  subject  or  topic  of  discourse  or  of  artistic  representation. 
 
Three-dimensional: Having  height,  width,  and  depth  (3D).  
 
Tint: A  slight  or  pale  coloration;  a  variation  of  a  color  produced  by  adding  white  to  it  and 
characterized  by  a  low  saturation  and  high  lightness.  
 
Tone: Color  with  gray  added  to  it.  
 
Two-dimensional: Having  height  and  width  but  not  depth  (2D).  
 
Two-point  perspective: A  visual  system  of  representation  designed  to  show  3-D  objects  on  a 
2-D  surface.    This illusion  of  space  and  volume  utilizes  two  vanishing  points  on  the  horizon 
line.  
 
Unity: A  principle  of  design  that  connects  a  variety  of  elements  of  art  and  principles  of  design 
into  a  work  of  art  with  harmony  and  balance.  
 
Value: Lightness  or  darkness  of  a  hue  or  neutral  color.    A  value  scale  shows  the  range  of 
values   from  black  to  white  and  light  to  dark.  
 
Value  scale: A  value  scale  shows  the  range  of  values  from  black  to  white  and  light  to  dark.  
 
Vanishing  point: In  perspective  drawing,  a  point  at  which  receding  lines  seem  to  converge.  
 
Variety: A  principle  of  art  concerned  with  combining  one  or  more  elements  of  art  in  different 
ways   to  create  interest.  
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Visual  metaphor: Images  in  which  characteristics  of  objects  are  likened  to  one  another  and 
presented  as  that   other.  They  are  closely  related  to  concepts  about  symbolism.  
 
Volume: Describes  the  space  within  a  form,  such  as  that  of  a  container  or  building.  
 
Warm  colors: Colors  suggesting  warmth,  such  as  reds,  yellows,  and  oranges.  
 
Watercolor: A  transparent  pigment  used  with  water.  Paintings  done  with  this  medium  are  known 
as   watercolors.  
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Sample Assessment 6th-8th Grade 

CATEGORY Expert-4 Competent-3 Novice-2 Needs 
Improvement-1 

Craftsmanship Project is carefully 
planned.  The art work 
shows that the student 
applied the principles of 
art and design.  Art work 
is outstanding 

The artwork shows some 
pre-planning.  The final 
product shows the 
student understand the 
principles of art and 
design in an adequate 
manner 

Art work does not 
reflect planning but the 
overall look is 
satisfactory 

Art work is incomplete 
or the student did the 
minimum amount of 
work 

Creativity The art work 
demonstrates a unique 
level of originality 

The student work 
demonstrates originality 

The student’s work 
lacked originality 

The piece shows little 
or no evidence of 
original thought 
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Production/Effort The student gave an 
effort far beyond the 
requirements of the 
project 

The student completed 
the project in an above 
average manner, yet 
more could have been 
done 

The student finished 
the project, but it lack 
finishing touches or 
can be improved upon 
with little effort 

The student did not 
finish he work in a 
satisfactory manner. 

Work Habits/Attitude The student is respectful 
and open to positive 
suggestion 
  
The student cleans the 
work area appropriately 

The student is respectful 
and accepts suggestions  
  
The work area is clean 
most of the time 

Student lacks 
openness to 
suggestions for 
improvement. 
  
Student has difficulty 
staying on task and 
cleaning up 

Is not open to 
assistance or 
suggestions. 
  
Student does not clean 
up or leaves clean up 
for others to do. 

  

Comments:  

 

  
TOTAL SCORE________ 
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Sample assessment 4th-5th Grade: 

 

This project shows the 
student can: 
(check mark all that apply) 

    

1.       Followed Directions  Insert Emoji Face       

2.       Understood New 
Concepts --Demonstrates 
Elements of Art 

        

3.       Used Creativity; Did 
not copy others 

       

4.       Used Art skills, good 
craftsmanship 

       

5.       Has a good overall 
layout or composition 
(principles of design)  
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6.       Used time wisely, 
finished project 

        

7.       Used art materials 
correctly 

        

8.       Signed Named on 
project 

        

  

COMMENTS: 
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Self-Evaluation Form-Sample 

Name of Project: 

Use the descriptions provided to rate yourself from 1-6 in each category below. 

Composition/Effective use of Elements and Principles  

6 5 4 3 2 1  

 

Purpose/Intent  

6 5 4  3 2 1  

 

Creativity/Originality  

6 5 4 3 2 1  

 

Effective Use of Media  

6 5 4 3 2 1  

 

Level of Skill/Mastery  

6  5 4 3 2 1 
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6 Your work demonstrates serious, successful engagement  with a broad range of drawing issues and techniques. Your work 
successfully shows style and technical concerns. Your work is executed with confidence. You show flexible thinking. The form and 
content communicate your visual idea effectively. You successfully show a range of materials (if necessary). You show successful 
experimentation, risk-taking, and ambition. Overall, your work is of excellent quality. 

5 Your work demonstrates engagement with a wide range of drawing issues. Your technical drawing concerns are evident. Your work 
shows clear evidence of thinking. The form and content are strong. You successfully show a range of materials  (if necessary). Your 
work includes excellent pieces. Overall, your work is of strong quality. 

4 Your work demonstrates a reasonable range of drawing issues.  Your technical skills are generally competent. Your work is 
generally good quality, but it varies somewhat. Your work shows evidence of some thinking. There is some relationship between your 
form and content. Your work may show strong breadth but less-than-good quality. Or your work may be  excellent quality with less 
breadth. Overall, your work is of good quality. 

3 Your work shows a superficial range of drawing issues. Your technical skill is uneven and varies. There is modest evidence of 
thinking. There is a sense of experimentation without fully exploring. The form and content are unclear. Your work shows good 
breadth with average quality. Or your work is good  quality without much breadth. Overall, your work is of  moderate quality. 

2 Your work shows a very limited range of skill. Your solutions are too simplistic. Your understanding of drawing issues is 
underdeveloped. Your drawing is awkward. Your evidence  of thinking is limited. There is little relationship between form and content. 
Pieces of your work are of moderate quality. Overall, the work is of weak quality. 

1 Your work shows a range of extremely limited drawing  issues. Your engagement with drawing issues is lacking.  Your technique is 
clumsy and inept. There is no evidence of thinking. Your form, material, and content are not considered. You didn’t turn in a 
completed project. Overall, your work is of poor quality.  

 

 

 


