
Class Title: English 
Grade Level: 8   

Nine Weeks: 1st 
Unit: Narrative Writing 
 

 
Standards: Engage and orient the reader by establishing a 
context and point-of-view and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally 
and logically (CC.8.W.3.a). 
Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, 
description, and reflection, to develop experiences, events, 
and/or characters (CC.8.W.3.b). 
Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to 
convey sequence, signal shifts from one time frame or setting 
to another, and show the relationships among experiences 
and events (CC.8.W.3.c). 
Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, 
and sensory language to capture the action and convey 
experiences and events (CC.8.W.3.d). 
Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the 
narrated experiences or events (CC.8.W.3.e). 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience (CC.8.W.4). 
With some guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing 
on how well purpose and audience have been addressed 
(CC.8.W.5). 
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish 
writing and present the relationships between information and 
ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with 
others (CC.8.W.6). 
Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time 
frames for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences (CC.8.W.10). 



Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking (CC.8.L.1). 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing 
(CC.8.L.2). 
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, 
speaking, reading, or listening (CC.8.L.3). 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies 
(CC.8.L.4). 
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression (CC.8.L.6). 

Essential Questions: 1. Have I written an introduction that is interesting and compelling to my target audience? 
2. Have I written a full story (beginning, middle, and end), complete with specific details, 

reactions, and grade-appropriate vocabulary? 
3. Have I written a strong conclusion that includes a life lesson learned in the story? 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes Key 
Vocabulary Resources Assessments 

• Vocabulary 
• Telling stories 

about self 
• Expanding 

moments 
• Writing for an 

audience 
• Imagery 
• Emotions/reactions 

Main Outcomes: 
• Students will use a 

thesaurus to utilize 
stronger terms. 

• Students will 
understand verb 
tense and 
consistently apply it 
to their writing. 

• Students will 
recognize and 
connect with 
desired audience 
through tools such 

*Subject to 
change 
Audience 
Background 
Body 
Chronological 
Order 
Conclusion 
Dialogue 
Full-circle 
Ending 
Future Tense 
Hook 
Imagery 
Introduction 

• IXL Language Arts 
• Google Drive 
• Google Classroom 
• YouTube 
• Writing Prompts 

That Don’t Suck 
• 501 Writing 

Prompts 
• The University of 

North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill (The 
Writing Center) 

• SuperKids 
(Vocabulary 
Builders) 

Formative: 
• Daily journals 
• Daily discussions 
• In-class, 

ungraded written 
assignments 

• Essay feedback 

Summative: 
• IXLs 
• Essay (final 

copy) 
• Portfolio 

Conference 



as hooks and 
figures of speech. 

• Students will 
address the five 
senses throughout 
their writing as a 
way to describe 
particular moments 
of their narratives. 

• Students will 
produce stories 
with clear 
beginnings, 
middles, and ends. 

• Students will re-
read and revise 
product through 
one-on-one editing 
with me. 

• Students will 
provide a life lesson 
at the end. 

Power Standards: 
• Use grade-

appropriate words 
• Recognize and 

correct 
inappropriate shifts 
in verb voice and 
mood 

• Engage reader by 
establishing a 
point-of-view 

• Use dialogue, 
description, and 

Journal 
Main Idea 
Moral 
Narrative 
Paragraph 
Past Tense 
Present 
Tense 
Quotation 
Marks 
Sentence 
Summary 
Thesis 
Tone 
Topic 
Topic 
Sentence 

 



reflection to 
develop a story 

• Provide a 
conclusion that 
reflects on the 
experience 

• Produce clear and 
coherent writing 

• Strengthen writing 
by revising, editing, 
and rewriting 

 

Class Title: English 
Grade Level: 8   

Nine Weeks: 2nd 
Unit: Ten-Chapter Story 
 

 
Standards: Form and use verbs in the active and 
passive voice (CC.8.L.1.b). 
Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice 
and mood (CC.8.L.1.d). 
Use punctuation to indicate a pause or break 
(CC.8.L.2.a). 
CC.8.W.3.a 
CC.8.W.3.b 
CC.8.W.3.c 
CC.8.W.3.d 
CC.8.W.4 
CC.8.W.10 
CC.8.L.1 
CC.8.L.2 
CC.8.L.3 
CC.8.L.6 

Essential Questions: 1. Have I created characters that are believable and intriguing to my audience? 
2. Have I created a plot that is fun and interesting for my audience to read? 



3. Do my characters and my plot develop at an appropriate pace to maintain my audience’s 
attention? 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes Key 
Vocabulary Resources Assessments 

• Vocabulary 
• Creative writing 
• Plot and 

character 
development 

• Story telling 
• Proper usage of 

commas, 
semicolons, and 
colons 

Main Outcomes: 
• Students will recognize 

passive verbs and replace 
with active verbs. 

• Students will develop and 
organize a story with a 
complete beginning, 
middle, and end. 

• Students will create and 
develop characters to tell 
the story. 

• Students will identify and 
write to their desired 
audience. 

• Students will identify core 
components of story-telling 
and apply understanding to 
books read the rest of the 
year. 

• Students will demonstrate 
correct placement of 
punctuation in their written 
work. 

Power Standards: 
• Consult reference 

materials to find 
information on a word 

• Form and use verbs in the 
active and passive voice 

*Subject to 
change 
Character 
Development 
Climax 
Colon 
Comma 
Edit 
First Person 
Flow 
Formatting 
Genre 
Pace 
Passive Voice 
Plot 
Plot 
Development 
Point-of-view 
Proofreading 
Punctuation 
Revising 
Rough Draft 
Second 
Person 
Semicolon 
Setting 
Synonyms 
Theme 
Third Person 
Voice 

• IXL Language Arts 
• Google Drive 
• Google Classroom 
• YouTube 
• Writing Prompts 

That Don’t Suck 
• 501 Writing 

Prompts 
• The University of 

North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill (The 
Writing Center) 

• SuperKids 
(Vocabulary 
Builders) 

 

Formative: 
• Daily 

journals 
• Daily 

discussions 
• Chapter 

feedback 

Summative: 
• IXLs 
• Ten-chapter 

story 
• Portfolio 

Conference 



• Engage the reader by 
establishing a point-of-view 
and introducing characters 

• Organize an event 
sequence that unfolds 
naturally and logically 

• Use techniques such as 
dialogue, pacing, and 
description to develop 
events and/or characters 

• Use precise words and 
phrases, descriptive 
details, and sensory 
language to capture the 
action and convey events 

• Use punctuation to indicate 
a pause or break 

 

Class Title: English 
Grade Level: 8   

Nine Weeks: 3rd 
Unit: Non-fiction Writing (argumentative) 
 

 
Standards: Write arguments to support claims with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence (CC.8.W.1). 
Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) 
from alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons 
and evidence logically (CC.8.W.1.a). 
Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant 
evidence, using accurate, credible sources and 
demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text 
(CC.8.W.1.b). 
Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence (CC.8.W.1.c). 



Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from 
and supports the argument presented (CC.8.W.1.e). 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content 
(CC.8.W.2). 
Introduce topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize 
ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories 
(CC.8.W.2.a). 
Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples (CC.8.W.2.b). 
Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion 
and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts 
(CC.8.W.2.c). 
Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to 
inform about or explain the topic (CC.8.W.2.d). 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research (CC.8.W.9). 
Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission (CC.8.L.2.b). 
CC.8.W.4 
CC.8.W.5 
CC.8.W.6 
CC.8.W.10 
CC.8.L.1 
CC.8.L.2 
CC.8.L.3 
CC.8.L.6 

Essential Questions: 1. Do I form, support, and present an argument in a convincing manner? 
2. Do I organize and present my information in a way that teaches my audience? 
3. Do I find, use, and correctly cite outside information within the context of my writing? 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes Key 
Vocabulary Resources Assessments 

• Write persuasively 
• Personal 

examples 

Main Outcomes: *Subject to 
change 
Argument 

• IXL Language Arts 
• Google Drive 
• Google Classroom 

Formative: 
• Daily journals 



• Compromises 
• Evidence/research 
• Parenthetical 

citations 
• Works Cited page 

• Students will clearly 
argue one side of a 
topic. 

• Students will identify 
and rebut the 
opposing viewpoint. 

• Students will conclude 
with a compromise in 
an effort to end the 
argument. 

• Students will provide 
examples for each of 
their reasons, 
including at least one 
personal example. 

• Students will provide 
researched evidence 
to support each of 
their reasons. 

• Students will correctly 
cite all research 
following the MLA 
format. 

• Students will include a 
Works Cited page 
following the MLA 
format. 

• Students will re-read 
and revise product 
through one-on-one 
editing with me. 

Power Standards: 
• Introduce claim and 

distinguish claim from 
opposing claim 

Bibliography 
Compare 
Complex 
Sentence 
Compound-
complex 
Sentence 
Compound 
Sentence 
Compound 
Subject 
Compromise 
Contrast 
Dependent 
Clause 
Direct Quote 
Evidence 
Independent 
Clause 
Informative 
Paraphrase 
Parentheses 
Plagiarism 
Rebuttal 
Reflection 
Sentence 
Variety 
Simple 
Sentence 
Subject 
Transition 

• Easybib 
• YouTube 
• Writing Prompts 

That Don’t Suck 
• 501 Writing 

Prompts 
• The University of 

North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill (The 
Writing Center) 

• SuperKids 
(Vocabulary 
Builders) 

 

• Daily 
discussions 

• In-class, 
ungraded 
written 
assignments 

• Essay feedback 

Summative: 
• IXLs 
• Essay (final 

copy) 
• Portfolio 

Conference 



• Support claim with 
logical reasoning and 
evidence from 
credible source 

• Provide a concluding 
statement that 
supports the 
argument presented 

• Produce clear and 
coherent writing 

• Gather relevant 
information from 
multiple sources, and 
quote the data while 
avoiding plagiarism 
and following a 
standard format for 
citation 

• Strengthen writing by 
revising, editing, and 
rewriting 

 

Class Title: English 
Grade Level: 8   

Nine Weeks: 4th 
Unit: Research Writing (informative) 
 

 
Standards: Establish and maintain a formal style (CC.8.W.1.d). 
Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, 
using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of 
each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of 
others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation (CC.8.W.8). 



Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with 
diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly (CC.8.SL.1). 
Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material 
under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas 
under discussion (CC.8.SL.1.a). 
Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track 
progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual 
roles as needed (CC.8.SL.1.b). 
Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and 
respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant evidence, 
observations, and ideas (CC.8.SL.1.c). 
Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when 
warranted, qualify or justify their own views in light of the evidence 
presented (CC.8.SL.1.d). 
Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the 
soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced 
(CC.8.SL.3). 
Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a 
focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid 
reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, 
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation (CC.8.SL.4). 
Explain the function of verbals in general and their function in 
particular sentences (CC.8.L.1.a). 
Interpret figures of speech in context (CC.8.L.5.a). 
CC.8.W.1 
CC.8.W.4 
CC.8.W.5 
CC.8.W.6 
CC.8.W.9 
CC.8.W.10 
CC.8.L.1 
CC.8.L.2 
CC.8.L.3 



CC.8.L.6 
Essential 

Questions: 
1. Do I find, use, and correctly cite numerous outside sources within the context of my paper? 
2. Do I effectively set-up and explain my research? 
3. Do I present a thorough speech to my peers, convincing them of my side to a debate? 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes Key 
Vocabulary Resources Assessments 

• Teaching 
the reader 

• Research 
• Citations 

Main Outcomes: 
• Students will instruct 

the reader on a topic 
as a teacher instructs 
a student. 

• Students will provide 
research to help 
support their “lesson.” 

• Students will correctly 
cite research following 
the MLA format. 

• Students will include a 
Works Cited page 
following the MLA 
format. 

• Students will provide 
examples to help 
demonstrate their 
“lesson.” 

• Students will re-read 
and revise work 
based on one-on-one 
editing with me. 

Power Standards: 
• Introduce a topic 

clearly; organize ideas 
and information 

• Develop the topic with 
relevant facts, 

*Subject to 
change 
Bibliography 
Compare 
Complex 
Sentence 
Compound-
complex 
Sentence 
Compound 
Sentence 
Compound 
Subject 
Compromise 
Contrast 
Dependent 
Clause 
Direct Quote 
Evidence 
Independent 
Clause 
Informative 
Paraphrase 
Parentheses 
Plagiarism 
Rebuttal 
Reflection 
Sentence 
Variety 

• IXL Language Arts 
• Google Drive 
• Google Classroom 
• Easybib 
• YouTube 
• Writing Prompts That 

Don’t Suck 
• 501 Writing Prompts 
• The University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill 
(The Writing Center) 

• SuperKids (Vocabulary 
Builders) 

Formative: 
• Daily journals 
• Daily 

discussions 
• Paper feedback 

Summative: 
• IXLs 
• Paper (final 

copy) 
• Speech 
• Portfolio 

Conference 



concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and 
examples 

• Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style 

• Conduct research 
projects to answer a 
question 

• Gather relevant 
information from 
multiple sources, and 
quote the data while 
avoiding plagiarism 
and following a 
standard format for 
citation 

• Produce clear and 
coherent writing 

• Strengthen writing by 
revising, editing, and 
rewriting 

Simple 
Sentence 
Subject 
Transition 

 


