
CIS Curriculum Maps 18-19 
 
Class Title: English 
Grade Level: 7   

Nine Weeks: 1st 
Unit: Sentence Structure Unit 
 

 
Standards: Language Standards 1, 1A, 1B, 1C 

Essential 
Questions: 

1. How can a writer effectively use the tools of sentence syntax to construct a variety of grammatical 
sentences? 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes Key Vocabulary Resources Assessments 
 
*Utilization of 
phrases and 
clauses within 
sentences 
 
*Simple, 
compound, 
complex, and 
compound-complex 
sentences 
 
*Conventions of 
standard English 
grammar in 
avoiding run-ons 
and fragments 
 
*Use Greek and 
Latin roots to 
construct meaning 
of unknown words 

 
--Identify and construct the 
following types of sentences: 
simple, compound, complex, 
and compound-complex. 
 
--Write and correct a variety of 
sentences to conform to the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar, avoiding run-ons and 
fragments. 
 
--Demonstrate proper usage of 
periods, semicolons, question 
marks, exclamation points, and 
hyphens. 

Syntax 
Grammatical 
Synonyms 
Antonyms 
Parts of speech 
review 
Independent clauses 
Dependent clauses 
Simple sentences 
Complex sentences 
Compound 
sentences 
Compound-complex 
sentences 
Context clues 
Root parts  

--Google Classroom 
--Smartboard 
--Kahoot for review 
--Instructor’s lessons on 
Smartboard (google 
slides) 
--Worksheets (mostly 
teacher-made) 
--Chrome books for short 
writing assignments 
--sentence manipulatives 
--individual student white 
boards and markers 
-student made quizlet 
 
 

Formative: 
--root worksheets 
--kahoot games to 
review 
--manipulatives 
(sentence parts) 
--bell-ringers  
--IXL 
--correct the paragraph 
google doc (using CTRL 
F tool) 
--correct the paragraph  
Worksheet for run-ons 
and fragments 
 
Summative: 
--root quizzes  
--run-on and fragment 
(student created 
assessment) 
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Class Title: English 
Grade Level: 7   

Nine Weeks: 1st 
Unit: Narrative Writing Unit 
 

 
Standards: Writing Standards 3, 3A, 3B, 3C, 3D, 3E, 4, 5, 6 

Essential 
Questions: 

1. How can a writer effectively plan and compose both non-fictional and fictional narratives, utilizing 
narrative techniques, descriptive details, and well organized plot schemes? 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes Key Vocabulary Resources Assessments 
*Development of 
real or imagined 
experiences or 
events, using 
effective 
techniques, 
relevant descriptive 
details, and well-
structured event 
sequences in 
narrative 
compositions 
 
*Establishment of 
context, point of 
view, and 
character/narrator 
introductions 
 
*Narrative 
techniques, 
including dialogue 
and description 
 
*Transitional 
devices (words, 

--Construct pre-writing maps 
to plan and organize a 
narrative. 
 
--Compose a slow motion 
story about a true, personal 
experience. 
 
--Compose a historical 
fictional narrative based off of 
colonial life. 
 
--Compose a creative short 
Spooky Story  
 
--Incorporate appropriate 
transitions into the narrative. 
 
--Compose a descriptive 
paragraph(s) about food and 
setting of a scene with vivid 
adjectives, strong verbs, 
similes or metaphors, and 
sensory details 
 

Narrative 
Pre-writing 
Imagery 
Transitions 
Sentence variety 
Sensory details 
Vivid verbs 
Hyperbole 
Conventions 
Point of view 
Simile 
Metaphor 
Hook 
Full-circle ending 
Dialogue 
Characterization/character 
development 
Emotions charades 
Plot 
Pacing 
Plot diagram 
 
 
 
 

--Purdue OWL MLA 
formatting resources 
--Google Classroom 
--student resources 
folder for narrative 
writing (teacher made) 
--teacher made lessons 
on Smartboard 
--graphic 
organizers/story maps 
--social studies colonial 
notes (historical fiction 
narrative essay) 
--Writer’s tasks 
checklists 
--Instructional handouts 
--Google Docs 
--Chromebooks 
--Common Core rubric 
for narrative writing 
--Teacher and peer 
recommendations for 
revision and 
proofreading corrections 
of compositions 

Formative: 
--graphic 
organizers/story 
maps for planning 
narratives 
--first drafts of slow 
motion moment, 
historical fiction 
narrative, and 
spooky story 
narrative essays 
--Descriptive writing 
paragraph (food and 
scene/setting) 
composition 
--planning for slow 
motion story using 
vivid, sensory details  
--emotions charades 
sentences 
 
Summative: 
--Final draft of slow 
motion moment, 
Historical Fiction 
Narrative, and 
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phrases, clauses, 
and sentences) 
 
*Precise words and 
phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, 
and sensory 
language 
 
*Style (voice) 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and 
audience 
 
*Editing and 
revision 
 
*Use Greek and 
Latin roots to 
construct meaning 
of unknown words 
 
*Standard MLA 
format 

--Edit and revise one’s own 
narrative and provide 
recommendations for editing 
and revising peers’ 
narratives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

--reflection of writing 
guides 
-student made quizlet 
for roots 
 

Spooky Story 
composition 
 

 

Class Title: English 
Grade Level: 7   

Nine Weeks: 2nd/3rd 
Unit: Conventions of Grammar, Punctuation, and Capitalization 
Unit 
 

 
Standards: Language Standards 1,2 

Essential 
Questions: 

1. How does a writer proofread and edit text effectively, avoiding errors in conventions of grammar, 
punctuation, and capitalization? 
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Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes Key Vocabulary Resources Assessments 
*Standard English 
grammar and 
usage 
 
*Standard English 
capitalization and 
punctuation 
 
*Use Greek and 
Latin roots to 
construct meaning 
of unknown words 

--Identify in sentences 
prepositional phrases, 
appositive phrases, participial 
phrases, infinitive phrases, 
subordinate clauses, and 
absolutes. 
 
--Construct and combine 
sentences, utilizing the 
following phrases and clauses: 
prepositional phrases, 
appositive phrases, participial 
phrases, infinitive phrases, 
subordinate clauses, and 
absolutes. 
 
--Use verbs correctly (action, 
mental, state of being) (active 
and passive) (verb phrases) 
 
--Demonstrate proper subject-
verb agreement. 
 
--Avoid run-ons and fragments 
in sentence construction. 
 
--Apply the rules of standard 
capitalization in writing. 
 
--Use apostrophes, quotation 
marks, semicolons, and end 
punctuation correctly 

Conventions 
Proofreading 
Grammar 
Punctuation 
Capitalization 
Subject-verb 
agreement 
Pronoun-antecedent 
agreement 
Comma 
Period 
Semicolon 
Question mark 
Exclamation point 
Hyphen 
Run-ons 
Fragments 
Standard usage 
 

--Google 
Drive/Classroom 
--Smartboard 
--checklists for students 
--Teacher-made smart 
board lessons 
--Worksheets 
--individual white-boards 
for practice 
--student made quizlet for 
roots 
 
 

Formative: 
--verbs worksheet 
--phrase stations 
--types of phrases 
group presentations 
 
 
Summative: 
--conventions in final 
drafts of narratives 
and expository essays 
using CCSS aligned 
rubric 
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Class Title: English 
Grade Level: 7   

Nine Weeks: 3rd 
Unit: Expository Writing Unit  
 

 
Standards: Writing Standards 2A, 2B, 2C, 2D, 2E, 2F 

Essential Questions: 1. How does a writer effectively plan and write a well-organized, analytical, research-based expository 
composition? 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes Key Vocabulary Resources Assessments 
*Conveyance of 
ideas, concepts, and 
information through 
expository writing 
 
*Note-taking 
strategies/annotation 
strategies 
 
*Development of 
topic 
 
*Research strategies 
 
*Organization of 
ideas, concepts, and 
information 
 
*Topic introduction 
 
*Transitions to 
create cohesion and 
clarify the 
relationships among 
ideas and concepts 
 

--Write a definition expository 
essay (natural disaster), and an 
expository of writer’s choice 
using proper transitions and 
format 
 
--Write an expository 
paragraph, for each type of 
expository (cause/effect, 
compare/contrast, how 
to/process, classification) with 
appropriate transitions. 
 
--Research expository essay 
topics (natural disaster and 
choice expository)  
 
--Paraphrase research notes  
 
--Cite evidence from non-fiction 
sources 
 
--Construct a works cited page 
in proper MLA format. 
 

Expository 
Summarization  
Thesis statement 
Topic sentence 
Elaboration 
Transitions 
Paraphrase 
Imbedding quotes 
seamlessly 
Plagiarism 
Bibliography 
Easy-bib add on 
MLA format 
Works cited 
Internal citations  
Cause and effect 
Compare and 
contrast 
Classification 
How To/Process 
Definition 
CCSS  
TIQA paragraph 
organization 
Text evidence 

--Purdue OWL MLA 
formatting resources 
--Google Classroom 
--student resources 
folder for expository 
writing (teacher made) 
--Internet based research 
articles 
--Smartboard for teacher 
made presentations 
--Chromebooks 
--nonfiction articles 
--Expository graphic 
organizers 
--edpuzzle 
--Instructional handouts 
--Worksheets 
--Internet-based Google 
Docs 
--CCSS rubric 
--Purdue Owl citation 
rules 
--“how to” speech 
planning packet and 
listening guide 

Formative: 
--summarize criminal 
podcast (“case file”) 
--Expository 
paragraphs (“mini-
essays”) using 
appropriate transition 
words for each type of 
expository 
--Paraphrased quotes 
from natural disaster 
research on google 
classroom 
--works cited in MLA 
format for natural 
disaster composition 
--Multiple expository 
paragraph 
compositions on 
different topics using 
TIQAA formula 
--First draft of the 
natural disaster 
expository and choice 
expository 
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*Concluding 
statements 
 
*Application of 
evidence from text to 
support analysis, 
reflection, and 
research 
 
*Use of technology, 
including the 
Internet, to produce 
and publish writing 
 
*Conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, 
grammar, and 
spelling when writing 
 
*Production of clear 
and coherent writing, 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and 
audience 
 
*Use Greek and 
Latin roots to 
construct meaning of 
unknown words 
 
*Standard MLA 
format 

--Write a thesis statement and 
preview of paragraph topics for 
the introductory paragraph of 
an expository composition. 
 
--Restate, critique, supply text 
examples, and connect 
information from the text to 
personal experience when 
analyzing text. 
 
--Type and format expository 
compositions on the Internet-
based Google Docs. 
 
--Proofread and locate 
corrections needed in your own 
and your peers’ first drafts of 
natural disaster and choice 
expository compositions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

composition typed on 
Google Docs 
--Proofread and edit 
convention errors in 
the first draft of the 
natural disaster 
expository and choice 
expository 
compositions 
 
Summative: 
--Final draft of natural 
disaster expository 
and expository type 
and topic of student 
choice 
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Class Title: English 
Grade Level: 7   

Nine Weeks: 3rd/4th  
Unit: Poetry Unit 
 
*subject to change based on content covered in Literature class 
and dates of State Testing 
 

 
Standards: Writing Standards 3D, 4 

Essential 
Questions: 

1. How does a writer effectively utilize the tools of poetic expression to compose a well-designed poem 
that creatively expresses thoughts of the writer? 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes Key Vocabulary Resources Assessments 
*Use of precise 
words and phrases, 
relevant descriptive 
details, and 
sensory language 
to capture the 
action and convey 
experiences and 
events 
 
 
 
*Poetic style 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and 
audience 

--Identify figurative language in 
example poems 
 
--Search and find figurative 
language in Dr. Seuss books 
--Compose Haiku poems about 
random items- whole group 
class activity 
 
--Compose paint chip poetry 
using metaphors and sensory 
details 
 
--Create poems using “found 
poetry” or “blackout” style 
 

--Theme  
--Rhythm 
--Alliteration 
--Consonance 
--Assonance 
--Hyperbole 
--Repetition 
--Onomatopoeia 
--Personification 
--Simile 
--Metaphor 
--Imagery 
--Haiku 
--Sensory details 
--Analysis 
--Paint chip poetry 
--Black out poetry 

--Smartboard 
--Internet 
--YouTube videos  
--Sample middle school 
poems 
--Poet vs. Poet slideshow 
--bracket for poet vs. poet 
“tournament” 
--Dr. Seuss books 
--poems for analysis 
--Paint chips for activity 
--Pages from books for 
blackout poetry 
--TpT Poetry Station 
resource 

Formative: 
--Class discussions of 
poem analysis 
--group poem 
construction 
project/presentation 
--Dr. Seuss figurative 
language search and 
find worksheet 
 
Summative: 
--Poetry quiz 
(vocabulary, writing a 
Haiku, analyzing and 
finding poetic devices 
and figurative 
language in a poem) 
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Class Title: English 
Grade Level: 7   

Nine Weeks: 4 
Unit: Argument Writing and Speaking Unit 
 

 
Standards: Writing Standards 1, 1A, 1B, 1C, 1D, 1E 
Speaking and Listening Standards 1, 1A, 1B, 1C, 1D, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 

Essential 
Questions: 

1. How does a writer effectively plan and write argumentative compositions with well-supported 
arguments, logical rebuttals of opposing viewpoints, and proper MLA documentation of research 
sources? 

2. How does a speaker effectively collaborate with other speakers on a debate team to construct and 
skillfully deliver persuasive debate speeches comprised of well-supported arguments and logical 
rebuttals of opposing viewpoints? 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes Key Vocabulary Resources Assessments 
*Production and 
analysis of claims, 
reasons, and 
evidence in 
persuasive 
argumentation 
 
*Delineation and 
evaluation of a 
speaker’s argument 
 
*Support of claims 
with clear reasons 
and relevant 
evidence 
 
*Acknowledgement 
of opposing claims 
 
*Rebuttal strategies 
 

--Identify and analyze the 
assertions, reasons, evidence, 
and rebuttals of a persuasive 
essay. 
 
--Write a rebuttal paragraph 
that first accurately states the 
opposition’s point, and then 
employs strategies of rebuttal 
to provide a counterpoint. 
 
--Write an argument essay 
composition that includes 
supports for the writer’s view as 
well as supports for rebuttals of 
the opposing view. 
 
--Generate appropriate 
questions and persuasive 
responses while engaging in a 
small-group discussion on a 
debatable topic question. 

Argument vs 
persuasion 
Fact based writing 
Formal debate order 
Claim 
Counterargument 
Rebuttal 
Opinion statement 
Position 
MLA  
Works cited 
Reasons 
Evidences 
Viewpoint 
Elaboration 
Paraphrase 
Parenthetical 
Citations  
Ethos 
Pathos 
Logos 
Discussion protocol 

--Purdue OWL formatting 
resources 
--Google Classroom 
--Common Core 
argument writing rubric 
--Debate websites 
--student resource folder 
for argument writing and 
debate (teacher made) 
--TpT argument writing 
unit 
--Smartboard 
--teacher made google 
slide presentations 
--Argument writing outline 
handout 
--Smartboard 
--Chromebooks 
--Debatable topics 
articles 
--Brainpop-debate video 
and notes 

Formative: 
--informal debates 
(agree/disagree walk) 
--philosophical chairs 
debate 
--argument card for 
philosophical chairs 
--exit tickets 
--cell phone article, 
survey, paragraph 
post (hyperdoc) 
--“mini-essays” on 
debatable topics 
--First draft of 
argument composition 
on a debatable topic 
--Spongebob debate 
--written group debate 
document  
 
Summative: 
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*Use Greek and 
Latin roots to 
construct meaning 
of unknown words 
 
*Research 
strategies for 
credible sources 
 
*Formation of 
arguments to 
support claims with 
clear reasons and 
relevant evidence 
 
*Standard MLA 
format for citation of 
research sources 
 
*Application of 
multimedia 
components and 
visual displays in 
presentations 
 
*Protocol for small-
group, collaborative 
discussions 
 
*Effective 
argumentation to 
support claims 
 

 
--Rebut fallacies in logic and 
other weaknesses in opposing 
viewpoints. 
 
--Record paraphrased research 
notes and research source 
information, according to 
proper format, while 
researching on the internet. 
 
--Paraphrase research 
information in debate notes. 
 
--Write an argumentative essay 
composition on a debatable 
topic. 
 
--Construct and type, in proper 
MLA format, a works cited page 
with research sources. 
 
--In the paragraphs of the 
argument essay composition, 
use proper format for inserting 
parenthetical citations of 
research sources. 
 
--Contribute actively and 
appropriately to team debate 
preparations. 
 
--Prepare and deliver a formal 
debate speech. 

Debate order 
Transitions 
TIQA 

-hyperdocs (teacher 
made google doc) 
--the trial of Spongebob 
Squarepants 

--Final draft of 
argument essay on 
debatable topic 
--Formal Debate 
speech 
 
 

 


