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Dear Murphy parents, guardians and family members, 
 

Coming off a long weekend we are hopeful the season of illness has subsided 
and our students and staff are feeling better heading into March and a date with 
spring. I trust everyone reached out to 
the teachers during conferences to get 
an update on how their child is 
progressing. 

Our work continues to focus on 
developing the emotional and social skill 
sets of our students. Academics growth 
is always the key component of what we 
pride our work on, however, of equal 
importance is the development of each 
students social and emotional health. In 
previous newsletters I have mentioned 
the term Growth Mindset.   Students 
are given opportunities to engage in 
learning experiences where they need to 
develop persistence, embrace challenge, 
and celebrate effort. Our students will fail 
at various tasks, we encourage that, and 
yearn to make that a teachable moment 
about learning being a process of 
failures, and successes. We “give permission” for our students to fail. We want them 
to realize that intelligence is not fixed. It can flourish with time and effort. 

Please join us in our work to stress effort, welcome challenges, and encourage 
students to say “I don’t know it YET,” instead  of “I can’t do this.” 
Warm regards,   Robin  
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SAVE THE DATE- The English Language Learning Department is proud to announce 
that our 8th Annual ELL Literacy Night will be held on Thursday, April 2, 2020, with a 
snow date of Thursday, April 9, 2020.  This year it will be in the Murphy Gym again 
from 5:30-7:00pm.  All are welcome to attend! 

 
Did you know that the East Shore Region Adult Continuing Education (ERACE) 
program offers FREE classes in Branford to obtain a high school diploma, improve 
your English language communication skills (ESL), and prepare for the citizenship 
interview and exam?  Registration is still open. For more information and a list of our 
classes, please see the ERACE website, www.erace-adulted.org, or call the office at 
(203) 488-5693.

 
Math Tips from Ms. Mongillo The 8 Standards for Mathematical Practice are  “habits 
of mind” that students need to develop and use when they apply math strategies, talk 
about the math they are learning, and solve problems. These practices help them 
learn the content and describe how students should be able to use the mathematics 
they learn in the world.  
 
Math Practice 1 states that students make sense of problems and persevere in 
solving them.  Students should not give up if a problem is unfamiliar or hard! If one 
strategy does not work, they try another. Questions parents can ask their child to help 
him or her develop this skill:  
 

● What are you solving for in the problem?  
● Can you think of a problem that you have solved before that is like this one?  
● How will you go about solving the problem? What is your plan?  
● Are you making progress toward solving the problem? Should you try a 
different plan? 
● How can you check your answer? Can you check using a different method? 

 
Math Parent Book Club - Please join the BPS elementary 
math coaches for the first meeting  Wed. March 18th from 
6:30-7:30 in the Murphy library.  We hope to help inform 
parents  how to help their child with math.  We will be 
reading, discussing, and sharing our thoughts and insights 
on the book, Adding Parents To The Equation: 
Understanding Your Child’s Elementary School Math by 
Hilary Kreisberg. The purpose of this club is to support 
family members in furthering your understanding of how 
and WHY math “looks different nowadays”.  The one-time 
cost for materials is $24.00. Price includes a hard-copy of 
the book (to be distributed at our first meeting). You do 
not need to purchase the book to attend.  Contact Jody 
Mongillo with any questions you may have at 
jmongillo@branfordschools.org.  
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Is Your Child Too Sick for School? Help prevent the spread of illnesses.   Ask yourself 
these recommended key questions according to The American Academy of 
Pediatrics: 

* Does your child have a fever? Fevers of 100 F or more are a sign of illness to 
stay home from school until they are fever free for 24 hours without medicine. 
* Stomach bug? Kids often get crampy belly pain, followed by diarrhea that can last 
3–5 days. Other symptoms may include: fever, loss of appetite, and/or vomiting. 
Children should stay home from school until they are vomit or diarrhea free for 24 
hours without medicine. 

* Is your child not well enough to participate in class? They should stay home. 
* Does your child have an illness like the flu or pinkeye? If possible, your child should 
stay home  until you know he/she is not contagious anymore. 
*Have they been on doctor prescribed antibiotics for 24 hours? If not they should stay 
home. 
 
Email Nurse Kathy with questions at kdilella@branfordschools.org 

 
PRE K and K  Registration is OPEN ONLINE for School Year 2020-2021 Here’s the link: 
2020-2021 registration link Contact the registrar at jstrassburg@branfordschools.org 
with questions. 

 
Current pre K students at Murphy will automatically be enrolled for kindergarten for 
the 2020-2021 school year. Current students do not need to register for kindergarten.  

 
 

Murphy SOUPer Heros! 
collected 1,055 cans of 

soup during the month of 
January to benefit the 

Branford Food Pantry.  The 
Food Pantry was very 

grateful for the donation 
and noted that this is over a 
half a ton of food. Projects 
such as this help us bridge 

our schools and 
communities as well as 

teach children the 
importance of working 
together for the greater 

good.  Thank you to 
everyone that participated. 
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February 12, 2020 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

This spring, the Branford Public Schools (BPS) will administer a number of 
state-mandated assessments that are necessary for the State of Connecticut to meet 
federal requirements. 

Eligible students may choose to test for the Seal of Biliteracy in March and all 
students in grade 11 will be taking the SAT that month. During the month of May, 
grade 11 students will take the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) 
assessment and those who have registered will take AP exams. Also in May, students 
in grades 3 through 8 will take the Smarter Balanced Assessment (SBA), and those in 
grades 5 and 8 will also take the NGSS assessment. The SBA and NGSS assessments 
are conducted online and may include computer adaptive multiple-choice questions 
and/or require students to demonstrate learning through performance tasks. 

These assessments provide a snapshot of a student's current level of performance                       
in English Language Arts (ELA), Mathematics, Science, and other subjects, and are                       
used to inform instructional and programming decisions made on behalf of your                       
child. As a district, we are committed to developing a comprehensive student                       
profile that reflects the whole child; therefore, we consider the results of these                         
assessments to be only one part of your child's current performance, and not the                           
totality of their achievement. 

The BPS staff will work to ensure this annual requirement is met in a timely manner. 
It is our intention to meet all the SDE requirements with minimal disruption to the 
academic day and to provide testing conditions that will allow all Branford students to 
perform their best. 

In the weeks ahead, your child's school principal will provide additional details 
regarding this year's testing. Should you have any questions regarding these 
assessments, please contact your child's school. You may also consult the 
Connecticut State Department of Education's website for more information regarding 
the state-mandated assessments here: 
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment(Main-Assessment/Parent-Resources/
Documents 
 
Sincerely, 
Hamlet M. Hernandez  
Superintendent of Schools 
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