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Mahomet-Seymour 
COMMUNITY UNIT DISTRICT NO. 3 

Champaign County, Illinois 
Meeting of the Board of Education  

Regular Meeting 
 
Held in the Board Conference Room       Date:  January 21, 2020 
 
7:00 Regular Board Meeting 
1. Call to order 

The Regular Board Meeting was called to order by President Max McComb at 7:02 p.m.  He welcomed all present to 
the meeting. 
 

2. Roll Call 
Board members present for the roll call were Max McComb, Lori Larson, Merle Giles, Meghan Hennesy, Dr. Jeremy 
Henrichs, Ken Keefe, and Dr. Colleen Schultz, and. Also present were Superintendent, Dr. Lindsey Hall, and Board 
Recorder, Dawn Quinley.   
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
President McComb asked those in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

4. Approval of Agenda 
Motion was made by Henrichs, seconded by Schultz, to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion passed. 
 

5. Teaching/Learning Showcase 
Mrs. Kortny Cox teaches whole body health and wellness at MPE. She shared an overview of the curriculum with the 
Board and also shared a video highlighting the class. 
 

6. Consent Agenda Items 
President McComb asked the Board if they would like to see any changes to the consent agenda.  Dr. Schultz asked 
for a statement to be added to the November 18, 2019 Regular Meeting – Open Session minutes about the Board 
hearing back about the competency based pilot before anything is implemented. 

• Minutes for the November 18, 2019 Regular Meeting - Open Session 
• Minutes for the November 18, 2019 Regular Meeting - Closed Session 
• Minutes for the December 3, 2019 Special Meeting - Open Session 
• Minutes for the December 3, 2019 Special Meeting - Closed Session 
• Minutes for the December 16, 2019 Regular Meeting - Open Session 
• Minutes for the December 16, 2019 Regular Meeting - Closed Session 
• Bills 
• Treasurer’s Report 
• Personnel changes 

 
Motion was made by Hennesy, seconded by Henrichs, to approve the consent agenda with the requested change to the 
November 18, 2019 Regular Meeting – Open Session minutes.  Motion was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion 
carried. 
 

7. Donations  
Dr. Lindsey Hall read the donation list: 
• Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church Lincoln Trail Cash for Give Me 5 Backpack program $1519.00 
• Lisa Powell Lincoln Trail Cash for Give Me 5 Backpack program $75.00  
• Anonymous High School Cash for MSHS baseball uniforms $5000.00 

 

 

 
Motion was made by Larson, seconded by Giles, to approve the Donation List as presented.  Motion was approved by 
“yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried. 
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8. Communications from PTO, MSEA, Foundation, Visitors and Board Commendations 

PTO: none  
 
MSEA: James Heinold, Co-President of the MSEA, shared results of a recent survey of MSEA members that asked 
members to indicate agreement or disagreement with several proposed Board policies. He shared several of the 
comments made by survey participants that indicate a teachers feel there is a culture of distrust and a lack of respect. 
He indicated that the MSEA encourages following the chain of command with its members and he hopes that is 
happening throughout the district.  He thanked the Board for the opportunity to speak.     
 
Foundation: Lori Larson shared that the Foundation recently awarded $20,000 in classroom grants. In March, over 
$20,000 in scholarships will be awarded to graduating seniors. The Bulldog Bash will have dueling pianos this year.  
 
Visitors:  Jim Goss thanked the Board for the opportunity to speak and appreciates the Board’s willingness to serve.  
He apologized on behalf of the Champaign County Board for the delayed tax distribution. He also shared his concerns 
with proposed policy 2:140, Communication to and From the Board.  
 
Joel Petrie shared his concerns and disagreement with proposed policy 2:140.  
 
Lori Zimmerman thanked the Board for the opportunity to speak and introduced herself as a 6th grade language arts 
teacher at MSJH. She shared her concerns about the future of the school District and the Board, and about proposed 
policies that seem to attempt micromanagement of teachers and administrators. She encouraged following the chain of 
command, and encouraged the Board to see the positives, to work together, and to allow the Superintendent to lead. 
 
Dani Tietz shared some information and thoughts about a report from the Attorney General about a past FOIA 
request she submitted to the District.   
 
Jason Tompkins shared his thoughts about the recent trip the Marching Bulldogs took to Phoenix, Arizona, to march 
in the Fiesta Bowl Parade.  He complimented the band, their parents, Mr. Stevens, Mr. Meyer, the Music Boosters, 
teachers, staff, and administrators for their commitment to students and to the marching band.  He encouraged the 
Board to not forget the arts and to find a way for all marching band students to participate in the next trip to Arizona.  
 
Mae Vogel shared her concerns about the current state of the Board of Education and about proposed policies. She  
encouraged the board to see teachers as professionals and to review their oath of office.  
 
Russ Taylor thanked the Board for letting him speak and for their service.  He shared some thoughts with the Board 
and encouraged the Board to cooperate with each other and to not be adversarial.  
 
Jeremy Davis introduced himself as a teacher at the High School and a member of the MSEA exec board.  He shared 
his thoughts with the Board about trust and micromanagement that has developed recently.  He shared his concerns 
about the proposed policies.  He is concerned that teachers and parents will leave the district if policies like the ones 
proposed are passed.  He stated that he finds this unacceptable.    

 
9. Reports, Updates & Informational Board Communication   

Dr. Colleen Schultz stressed that she supports teachers. She stated that the proposed restroom policy was removed 
from the agenda prior to the meeting.  She said that she believes there is a problem of students not being able to use 
the restroom during the school day and, as a result, students are not drinking during the day to avoid needing to use 
the restroom.  She further explained that she is concerned that students do not see the problem with the solution they 
have come up with to address the issue.  She proposed the policy because she feels that policy is the only way she can 
address the issue.   She stated that she is not here to hurt anyone, but is here for the kids. She also stated that she 
didn’t propose, ask for, or present the movie policy. She thanked everyone for listening.   
 
Mrs. Lori Larson thanked the community for coming to the meeting.  She seconded what Jason Tompkins had to say 
about the Marching Band. She thanked administrators and teachers for the Campus Conversation meetings that 
happened earlier in the evening.  
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Mrs. Meghan Hennesy stated that there is no secret there is an issue with the Board.  She encouraged giving people 
the benefit of the doubt.  She stated that she ran on a platform for teachers and kids, and she meant it. She shared that 
she believes that policy creation is the only thing that the Board can do in order to discuss an item. She said that in 
2020 will be doing her best to participate in a way that is helpful and sees others as a person.  She encouraged 
working together and invited everyone to join her in the effort.    
 
Mr. Merle Giles echoed what Jason Tompkins and Lori Larson had to say about the Marching Band.  He thanked Jim 
Goss from the Champaign County Board for coming to the meeting.  
 
Mr. Ken Keefe said he agreed that the Fiesta Bowl was an incredible trip. He praised parent and staff chaperones. He 
believes that there is a real issue related to students not being able to use the restroom and not drinking during the 
school day and it needs to be addressed. He shared his thoughts about fear, uncertainty, and doubt that he said he has 
heard from staff recently related to his recent request for financial information.  He stated that he believes lies have 
been spread about the purpose of his request.  He said that the reason for the request is a proposal he is working on to 
add classroom sections to reduce class sizes, and to increase teacher pay.  He hesitated to let people know about the 
proposal because it isn’t ready, but felt he needed to provide information about the proposal tonight to get rid of the 
fear, uncertainty, and doubt surrounding the issue.   
 
Dr. Jeremy Henrichs thanked Mrs. Cox for her presentation. He believes much of what is going on comes down to 
trust and authority. He shared that he believes he has commissioned the teachers to have authority over his children, 
and he intends to support teachers and their authority. He believes we need to trust teachers and the Superintendent. 
The Board needs to develop trust so that these employees have the authority to do their jobs. 
 
President Max McComb shared that he agrees the Board needs to address policies.  He thinks the District needs 
good people, too, and he expressed his appreciation for the job District staff does every day.  He encouraged everyone 
to work together and to contact him if needed.  
  
Financial Update  
Trent Nuxoll, Chief School Business Official, presented the Fiscal Year 20 Mid-Year Financial Review. He reviewed 
several funds including: Education Fund (50.37% of budget spent), Operations & Maintenance Fund (50.37% of 
budget spent), Transportation Fund (61.17% of budget spent), and Working Cash Fund (88.24% of budget spent). 
Looking at the operating funds as a whole, 51.58% of the annual budget has been spent.  As of December 2019, the 
days of cash on hand is 66.22.   
 
Mr. Steve Curtis, Director of Facilities, provided a review of the recent High School kitchen renovation. Repairs are 
still needed to the ceiling in the dishwashing room as time ran out over the holidays.  This work will be completed at a 
later time.  At this point, he expects the project to come in under budget.   
 
Superintendent’s Report    
Dr. Lindsey Hall shared that her report was in the Board Packet.  There were no follow up questions from the Board.  
 

10. Regular Business 
10. A. Unfinished Business 
10. B.  New Business  
10.B.1. PRESS 102 Policies 
Dr. Lindsey Hall gave a review of the policy changes that come through the District’s PRESS Plus subscription 
service. The Policy Committee reviewed the policies as outlined in the Board packet at their last committee meeting, 
and recommended that the Board review and take action at tonight’s meeting since most changes are the result of new 
legislation. The Board and Dr. Hall discussed some of the suggested changes including those to policy 4:30 which 
requires that the District’s chief investment officer regularly consider sustainability factors when evaluating where the 
District invests its money, as well as policy 6:300, which adds a graduation requirement for all graduating seniors to 
complete a FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid).  The state-mandated FAFSA requirement goes into 
effect for the next school year.  There was also discussion about procedures surrounding policy 7:150, Agency and 
Police interviews.    
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Motion was made by Hennesy, and seconded by Larson, to approve the PRESS 102 Policies as presented. The motion 
was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried. 
 
10.B.2 Resolution 5:20   
Dr. Lindsey Hall reviewed the proposed resolution which prohibits sexual harassment in the workplace.  It is a result 
of changes to policy 5:20 and 2:105.     
 
Motion was made by Schultz, and seconded by Henrichs, to approve Resolution 5:20 as presented. The motion was 
approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried. 
  
10.B.3. Proposed Board Policy 2:52 
Dr. Colleen Schultz reviewed the proposed change for Policy 2:52, Recognition of Retiring Board Members.  The 
Board did not have any follow up questions.   

 
Motion was made by Larson, seconded by Hennesy, to approve revised Board Policy 2:52 as presented.  The motion 
was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried. 

 
10.B.4. Proposed Board Policy 2:140   
Mr. Ken Keefe would like to table the discussion of the proposed policy indefinitely. He stated that it has become 
clear that the language that he chose doesn’t match the intent. He indicated that he will rework the proposal and bring 
it back at a later date for discussion.  
 
10.B.5. Proposed Board Policy 2:280 
Mr. Ken Keefe reviewed the proposed policy that seeks to add a new student representative for the Board. The Board 
discussed the proposal and asked several questions.  There was a concern that having students attend Board meetings 
may not be appropriate.  The atmosphere in the Board room has been tense over the past six months, and there was 
hesitation to bring a student in at this time.  Additionally, there are existing opportunities for students to make their 
voices heard, and some mentioned that it might be difficult to ask one student to represent over 3200 diverse students 
in the District.         
 
10.B.6. Proposed Board Policy 3:11  
Mr. Ken Keefe gave the Board a review of the proposed policy.  The Board discussed the proposed policy and asked 
several follow up questions.  Some concerns were raised about the Board, instead of District staff, determining what 
data is needed for decision-making, as well as the potential of the policy to increase staff workload for data that is 
informational in nature and not driven by decisions that need to be made by the Board.        

 
10.B.7. Proposed Board Policy 4:11  
Mr. Ken Keefe gave the Board a review of the proposed policy regarding TIF districts.  The Board discussed the 
proposal focusing on the proposal’s recommendation for ¾ majority vote by the Board to take a position of support or 
opposition to TIF district creation or renewal.   
 
10.B.8. Financing/Budget for Projects 
Dr. Lindsey Hall and Mr. Trent Nuxoll shared that the proposed projects for the High School went out to bid on 
January 13. Damien Schlitt, BLDD architect, held a pre-bid meeting that was well attended. Bids will be opened on 
February 11.  The Board will need to approve a bid package at the February 18 board meeting. Mr. Nuxoll reviewed 
available funds for the project and indicated that to complete all projects, about $1,000,000 would need to be 
financed. Dr. Hall and Mr. Nuxoll recommend completing all of the projects on the list and issuing short term debt 
with an aggressive repayment schedule using 1% sales tax dollars. The board discussed the different payment plan 
options, as well as additional security related items.   

 
10.B.9. School Maintenance Project Grant Authorization 
Mr. Trent Nuxoll shared that there is a grant available from the state that would provide $50,000 to the school district 
for school maintenance projects.  This money could be used for projects at the Field House.  Approval is needed from 
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the Board in order to submit the application.  There were no questions and the Board thanked Mr. Nuxoll for finding 
the grant.   
 
Motion was made by Henrichs, and seconded by Giles, to approve the authorization to apply for the School 
Maintenance Project Grant. The motion was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried. 
 
10.B.10. Budget Timeline per Policy 
Mr. Trent Nuxoll 4:10 presented the Board with a budget timeline as required by Board policy. The Board discussed 
the timeline.  Mr. Nuxoll encouraged the Board to meet with him at any time as questions arise during the process.   
 
10.B.11. IASB Online Platform 
Dr. Lindsey Hall recommended tabling this item to a future meeting due to the lateness of the hour.   

 
10.B.12. Alternate Revenue Source Bond Abatement Resolution 
Mr. Trent Nuxoll explained what a tax abatement is.  He reviewed the estimated 2019 tax abatement information 
resolution and indicated that the District must legally abate.  There were no questions from the Board.       
 
Motion was made by Giles, and seconded by Henrichs, to approve the Alternate Revenue Source Bond Abatement 
Resolution. The motion was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried. 
 
10.B.13. Resolution to Transfer Capital Projects Fund Sales Tax Revenue to Debt Service Fund 
Mr. Trent Nuxoll reviewed the resolution which allows the District to transfer the funds as identified in the 
abatements.  There were no questions from the Board.   
 
Motion was made by Larson, and seconded by Hennesy, to approve the Resolution to transfer sales tax revenue in the 
Capital Projects Fund to the Debt Service Fund as identified in the abatements as presented. The motion was 
approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried. 
 
10.B.14. Board Attorneys 
Motion was made by Hennesy, and seconded by Keefe, to direct the Superintendent to gather all communication 
District staff has had with district attorneys over the past 3 years and share it with the entire Board.  President 
McComb stated that the Board Attorneys item was on the agenda as a discussion item and not an action item.   Mr. 
Giles also questioned whether action can be taken on an agenda item that was listed as a discussion item.  Mrs. 
Hennesy stated that she believes action can be taken on any item listed on the agenda.  During the discussion, there 
was some concern about the confidential nature of the communications between the District and district attorneys, 
noting the privacy of all involved parties as a primary concern.  Mrs. Hennesy believes it is important for the Board, 
as the client of the attorneys, to be informed about past communications especially in light of the large increase in 
legal fees over the past 3 years. Dr. Hall suggested bringing District attorneys in for a closed session meeting as an 
option for informing the Board about past communications between the District and attorneys.  Some members 
indicated that district attorneys might have more comprehensive communications and notes than the district might 
have.                 
 
Mrs. Hennesy modified her original motion to direct the district’s attorneys to provide the Board members with all 
communications and notes from the last three years and forward them to the Board.  Mr. Keefe seconded the modified 
motion.  The Board continued the discussion.  Concerns about the potential cost of asking District attorneys to provide 
the information were raised.  Mr. Giles suggested amending the modified motion to direct district attorneys to provide 
what they can at no cost, and to notify the Board if there is to be a cost so that the Board can evaluate before 
proceeding. Mrs. Hennesy indicated that she would rather not amend the modified motion. 
 
President McComb called for a vote on the modified motion.  The motion was approved by “yes” vote, 5-2 with 
Larson and McComb voting no.  Motion carried. 
  

11. Communication from Visitors 
Gloria Cherry shared her concerns about the Board of Education.  
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Duane Northrup shared his concerns about the Board of Education.   
   
Kris Rath thanked Christine Northrup, Chad Benedict, Patrick Bailey, and the Board, for their help and concern 
during a recent major transition for her son.  
  

12. Adjournment 
With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned by consensus at 11:13 p.m. 

 
 
_________________________________   _________________________________ 
  
 
Max McComb, President     Merle Giles, Secretary    
         
        Submitted by Dawn Quinley, Board Recorder 
 


