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Board member news from 
their districts: 

The following news was shared by 
Herkimer-Fulton-Hamilton-Otsego BOCES 
Board of Education members during 
the October, November and December 
2019 board meetings about their school 
districts and other topics:

 Board Vice President Daniel Voce 
spoke on VP-TECH’s mentorship program.

 Board member Linda Tharp provided 
an update on happenings at Owen D. 
Young and noted that the school board 
will no longer serve as the water board.

 Tharp announced Owen D. Young had 
an anonymous donor of backpacks for the 
soccer team.

 Board member Jane North spoke of 
the student leadership training at Central 
Valley and noted the change in character 
for one particular student who was in 
the program. 

 North said this year’s school musical 
at Central Valley will be “School of Rock.”

 Board member James Schmid 
thanked the staff and students for the 
gifts received to honor the BOCES board 
during School Board Appreciation Week.

 Schmid reported that the 
construction of the health clinic in 
Dolgeville is moving along very rapidly and 
discussed the donations to the school 
from Skip Gehring.

 Schmid acknowledged the System 
of Care grant awarded to five of the 
component school districts.  

 Board member William Miller 
reported on the recently held 50th 
anniversary of the Mount Markham 
Central School District. Many events were 
held to celebrate the anniversary of the 
merged districts. 

 Board member Michele Szarek 
noted Poland’s Columbus Day Soccer 
Tournament.

 Board member Janine Lynch reported 
that a new high school principal has been 
hired at West Canada Valley. 

 Board member Michael Clements 
commended Frankfort-Schuyler for the 
high school serving as a Red Cross site 
during the Nov. 1 flood. 

 Board members recognized the 
Frankfort-Schuyler football team, the 
Poland girls soccer team, the Poland boys 
soccer team and the Central Valley girls 
soccer team for their accomplishments 
during the fall sports season. 

 Tharp reported that she attended the 
BOCES Safety Committee Meeting and 
commented on how well run it was. 

 Voce attended his second VP-TECH 
mentorship meeting and planned to 
attend the Central Valley Academy career 
fair coordinated by Herkimer BOCES 
School to Careers. 

 Szarek commented on the amazing 
Veterans Day program held at Poland.

 Szarek reported that the Poland 
building project is coming along with work 
currently being done on the auditorium. 

 Szarek noted that the Herkimer 
County Sherriff’s Office has placed a 
safety patrol officer at Poland Central 
School District. 

 North stated that 22 chorus members 
will be attending the Area All-State Festival 
in Rome. 

 Board President Thomas Shypski 
thanked Central Valley for all its hard 
work in preparation for the vote to sell the 
Remington building. 

 Shypski provided an update on the 
construction project at Richfield Springs.

Updates from Herkimer BOCES 
Board of Education meetings



 Shypski made positive comments 
on the Trunk or Treat event held at 
Richfield Springs. 

 Shypski concluded by congratulating 
Shaundra Davis for being named a 
master teacher and fellow board member 
and teacher at Cooperstown Central 
School District Brad Smith for also being 
named a master teacher.

 Shypski encouraged fellow board 
members to attend the upcoming School 
Boards Institute events. 

 Board member Ronald Loiacono 
noted the Oneida-Madison-Herkimer 
Counties School Boards Institute General 
Membership Meeting will be held on Jan. 
30 at Oneida-Herkimer-Madison BOCES.

 Clements shared various events that 
the Friends of Rachel Club is holding.

 Tharp discussed the Building 
Condition Survey and Visual Inspection 
schedule that the New York State 
Education Department recently released. 

 Voce announced that Herkimer 
Central School District is utilizing its pool 
and offering open swim to the community.

 Voce noted that VP-TECH Mentor 
Mondays are going well and commended 
the program and students. 

 Szarek stated that Poland Volunteer 
Fire Co. and Auxiliary, Newport Fire Co. 
and Middleville Fire Department recently 
hosted a benefit to raise money in 
support of flood victims in the 
Kuyahoora Valley. 

 Szarek proudly announced that the 
Herkimer County Legislature presented 
the Poland girls soccer team with a 
proclamation setting Dec. 12 as Poland 
Girls Soccer Day in Herkimer County. 
This recognition is in honor of the team’s 
undefeated season, which ended with the 
Class D State Championship.  

 Schmid noted that residents of 
Salisbury and Dolgeville are recovering 
from the Halloween flood and that the 
Rod and Gun Club raised $12,000 to 

assist the flood victims. 

 Schmid provided an update on the 
health clinic and stated that Dolgeville 
CSD will be upgrading their heat units.

 North reported that the school 
resource officer has started at 
Central Valley.  

NYSSBA updates:
 Miller encouraged his fellow board 

members to discuss the newly enacted 
“Child Victims Act” with their board 
as it could have significant financial 
implications for school districts. 

 Miller noted that Bob Schneider 
would begin his new position as NYSSBA 
executive director on Jan. 1, 2020.

Other updates:
The following actions and updates also 

took place at the beginning of recent 
board meetings or during Board Forum:

 A discussion was held about hosting 
a tour of the Remington building prior 
to the vote scheduled for March 31. The 
date was set for Feb. 4, 2020. 

 Assistant Superintendent for 
Business Services Jodie Rodriquez 
provided an update on the progress of 
the repair of the sand filtration system 
at the William E. Busacker Complex. 
It was stated that quotes are coming in 
and the repair should begin in the next 
couple of weeks. 

 Herkimer BOCES District 
Superintendent Sandra Sherwood noted 
that the Town of Herkimer Sewer District 
has been formed, and Herkimer BOCES 
will be part of the district. The cost of the 
project is fluid at this point.

Positive thoughts
 A note was received from Poland 

Superintendent Laura Dutton recognizing 
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Herkimer BOCES Board of Education updates continued
Sherwood’s frequent notes and attention 
to Poland’s successes. It also noted the 
implementation of EAP in all the school 
districts and recognizing that the service 
is filling a void and strengthening the 
regional workforce. 

 A Letter of appreciation to Shypski 
was received for his generous donation of 
pumpkins to BOCES students. 

 A thank you letter from Mary Kline 
to Rachel Daughtry, director of agency 
retailers for the Compassion Coalition, 
for the generous donation of office chairs. 
The majority of the chairs are being used 
in the newly created computer lab for 
the Adult Practical Nursing and Adult 
Literacy programs.

The following positive thoughts from 
newspaper articles were shared:

 The Herkimer County Working 
Solutions and Career Center’s Youth 
Employment Program had 76 participants 
this summer. BOCES was complimented 
by Karin Piseck, manager of the program, 
for doing a beautiful job running 
this program.

 Herkimer County received a federal 
grant to assist at-risk youth [the funding 
will be used to enhance and expand the 
county’s mental health care programs].

 Fifteen school resource officers 
received training from National 
Association of School Resource Officers 
instructor Ernie Whiteman; the training 
was organized by the Little Falls Police 
Department and the BOCES Health and 
Safety Service.

 The third annual Farming Your Future 
event was held at the Herkimer County 
Fairgrounds with approximately 700 
students in grades 7-9 with a general 
interest in agriculture attending the event. 

 The Herkimer County Youth Summit 
was held on Oct. 31 with the focus on 
mindfulness. Quad-master facilitators 

were Central Valley senior Daniel 
Paddock, Frankfort-Schuyler seniors 
Sofia Randazzo and Sicilia Randazzo and 
Herkimer Senior Joseph Carney. 

 The partnership between 
Cooperstown Center for Rehabilitation 
and Nursing and Herkimer BOCES 
is allowing students interested in 
becoming a certified nursing aide to do 
so by removing some of the barriers to 
obtaining the necessary education.

 March 31 has been set as the 
date for the component districts in 
the Herkimer BOCES region to vote on 
the purchase of the former Remington 
Elementary School.

 A Culinary Institute of America 
chef cooked with BOCES students and 
informed them about the college. 

Proposed purchase of the 
Remington school building: 

 Herkimer BOCES desires to 
acquire real property located at 77 E. 
North St. in Ilion that consists of an 
approximately 76,330 sq. ft. building 
and accompanying grounds from 
Central Valley for $1 to use the building 
for BOCES purposes. At the Nov. 13 
regularly scheduled meeting, the 
BOCES determined that the acquisition 
of such property would not have a 
significant negative environmental 
impact on the environment and issued a 
negative declaration with respect to the 
acquisition of this property.

The board approved the contract to 
purchase 77 E. North St. Ilion, N.Y., for 
$1, and pursuant to any other terms set 
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forth in the purchase contract, including 
approval by the qualified voters of 
the BOCES, and authorized the board 
president and district superintendent 
to execute any and all documents to 
effectuate such transfer. 

 The special meeting of the qualified 
voters of Herkimer BOCES shall be held 
at the polling places listed below on 
March 31, 2020, from noon to 8 p.m. for 
the purpose of voting by paper ballots 
upon the proposition. For the special 
meeting and vote, the entire Herkimer 
BOCES shall constitute a single election 
district, and for the convenience of the 
voters, multiple polling places shall be 
provided such that there shall be at least 
one polling place in each component 
school district of the BOCES. 

• Central Valley: Central Valley 
Academy at 111 Frederick St. in 
Ilion in the CVA small gym.

• Dolgeville: James A. Green High 
School at 38 Slawson St. in 
Dolgeville in the high school lobby.

• Frankfort-Schuyler: Frankfort-
Schuyler High School at 605 
Palmer St. in Frankfort in the old 
gymnasium.

• Herkimer: Herkimer Senior High 
School at 801 W. German St. in 
Herkimer in the library.

• Little Falls: Little Falls High 
School at 1 High School Road in 
Little Falls in the Middle School 
gymnasium.

• Mount Markham: Mount 
Markham Middle School on 
Fairground Road in West Winfield 
in the District Office.

• Owen D. Young: Owen D. Young 
Central School Building on Route 
80 in Van Hornesville in the 
Founder’s Study.

• Poland: Poland Central School 
Building at 74 Cold Brook St. in 
Poland in the lobby.

• Richfield Springs: Richfield 
Springs Central School Building at 
93 Main St. in Richfield Springs 
in the entrance adjacent to the 
baseball field.

• West Canada Valley: West Canada 
Valley High School on Route 28 in 
Newport in the front lobby.

• Herkimer BOCES: WEB Complex 
at 352 Gros Blvd. in Herkimer 
in the Technical Education 
Conference Room.

Special Education
 The Special Programs teachers are 

working with the Instructional Support 
specialists this year on supporting 
instruction with strategies, tools and 
materials. New curricula resources will be 
taught and modeled for teachers. In ELA, 
teachers will expand their knowledge of 
“guided reading” and learn to incorporate 

“the daily five” into their lessons. “The 
daily five” is a system of five tasks 
that teaches students independence 
in literacy. 

 The Special Programs division is 
gearing up for 3-8 Computer-Based 
Testing (CBT). A practice math simulation 
is scheduled. In general, students seem 
to be better engaged with CBT and the 
process also seems to be much easier. 

 Special education teachers spent a 
day expanding their knowledge of literacy 
through using running records. Running 
records are used to gauge student 
progress in reading. 

 Recruitment of potential staff 
to positions that are currently 
underrepresented throughout the state 
such as speech-language pathologist 
and special education teacher has 
been a focus of Director of Special 
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Herkimer BOCES Board of Education updates continued
and Alternative Education Roberta 
Matthews. After contacting many colleges 
that provide these programs at the 
undergraduate and graduate levels, a 
poster was developed which includes 
a QR code that will bring potential 
candidates to the Herkimer BOCES 
AppliTrack site to apply for a position. 

 BOCES plans to have a “health 
homes” worker soon to support students 
and families. The term “health homes” 
refers to a service delivery model 
rather than a physical place. Services 
may include connecting to health 
care providers, connecting to mental 
health and substance abuse providers, 
connecting to needed medications, help 
with housing, social services (such as 
food, benefits and transportation) 
and/or other community programs that 
can support and assist students and 
their families.

 Special Programs continues progress 
with curriculum work. Speech language 
pathologists have the opportunity to 
use Acoustic Pioneer for the remainder 
of this school year. Acoustic Pioneer 
is a program that helps students with 
Central Auditory Processing Disorder 
(CAPD). There are many areas of auditory 
processing and therefore there are 
different impacts depending on which 
area is affected. Advantages to this 
opportunity are approximately 10 percent 
of elementary aged schoolchildren 
benefit from auditory therapy, and if a 
student who needs auditory therapy 
is able to receive it, the student will 
progress with learning reading almost 
twice as fast compared to a child who 
did not receive the auditory therapy. 

 The first elementary counselors’ 
meeting is planned for Jan. 10.

 Parent Conferences were held 
in November, and during this time, 
teacher aides met and received 
additional training. 

 BOCES partnered with ARC Herkimer 

to present “Life Skills for Transitioning 
Adults,” a free workshop designed for 
people age 14 and older with autism and 
their parents or caregivers.  

Pathways Academy
 Pathways Academy has begun a 

new delivery model for counseling. The 
counselors are assigned to a grade level 
team where they push into the content 
area classes and support students in 
their authentic environment. 

 Pathways continues its work 
with social-emotional learning by 
teachers beginning each day with 
Community Circles. 

 A group of administrators will be 
visiting the Broome-Tioga BOCES to see 
some of their introductory CTE programs, 
including their Animal Science program.

 The ARCHES program was recognized 

for its outstanding educators and the 
program at the 14th Annual Celebration 
of Education through the Genesis Group.

 A program called School to 
Work Wednesdays is being created in 
conjunction with the School to Careers 
staff. The plan is to gather both employers 
and representatives from various career 
clusters giving students the opportunity 
to meet and ask questions of these 
representatives. The goal is to expose 
students to careers and job opportunities 
that they may not have considered prior.  

Technical Education
 The Superintendents’  

sub-committees met for both 
Instructional Support Services and 
Technical Education. Each group 
discussed a variety of topics and 
provided suggestions to guide the 
work in each department. 
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Career and Technical Education:
 Building Construction is working on 

its 35th modular home. 

 Automotive Technology has begun 
servicing customer vehicles. General 
repairs, maintenance and New York state 
inspections are available as appropriate 
to the educational environment. 

 Visual Communications seniors 
now have the opportunity to become 
credentialed in Adobe. All Adobe Certified 
Associate certifications for Adobe 
Creative Suite have been reviewed and 
approved by ACE for college credit.

 SkillsUSA advisors and student 
members attended the Area 2 SkillsUSA 
Kickoff at Oneida BOCES.  SkillsUSA 
conducted a Krispy Kreme Donut 
Fundraiser and made a profit of over 
$6,000. The money will be used to 
support club activities and conference 
expenses throughout this school year.

 Cosmetology attended the Goldwell 
Trendzoom Hairshow at Turning Stone 
Resort. Students and teachers were able 
to watch and learn from industry experts 
on the newest techniques and products 
in the cosmetology field.

 Visual Communications seniors 
participated in a photography workshop 
at Mohawk Valley Community College. 
Students were introduced to basic 
darkroom procedures, studio lighting, and 
how to utilize light to capture movement.

 The Heavy Equipment class attended 
the Construction Career Day at the 
Oneida County Department of Public 
Works. Students were able to participate 
in a variety of hands-on exhibits and 
discuss potential jobs with members 
from the construction industry. Students 
participated in Farming Your Future 
and were tour guides and assisted with 
the Clinton Tractor exhibit as well as 
Child Family Services instructor Sarah 
Weeks’ sheep shearing and dairy calf 
exhibits. The senior class presented a 
project, which consisted of presenting 

a construction bid to three classes, 
academic teachers and administrators. 

 Chef George Malavasic from Johnson 
& Wales visited the Culinary program and 
provided students with a demonstration 
and presentation about the college. 
Students prepared and served over 660 
lunches to students at Farming Your 
Future and approximately 100 lunches at 
the FBLA luncheon. The culinary students 
provided a full lunch to approximately 
110 Youth Summit participants.

 Seniors in Health Science 
Careers started their senior clinical at 
Valley Health Services. Both classes 
participated in the HOSA October 
challenge. They dressed in pink for breast 
cancer awareness and took pictures and 
sent them to the state officers. 

 College Visits – Students in Outdoor 
Power Equipment, Culinary, Conservation 

and Child Family Services visited 
SUNY Cobleskill and a SUNY Delhi 
representative was onsite.

 The Heavy Equipment seniors 
visited the Litchfield Quarry, which is 
part of Barrett Paving. During this trip, 
they were given a tour of the plant 
including all plant operations. Revere 
Copper of Rome sent a representative 
to speak to the seniors about job 
opportunities. He provided students with 
the history of the company and the many 
opportunities not only in equipment jobs 
but other areas in general.

 The Culinary Institute of America 
gave a cooking demonstration to the 
culinary students and provided insight 
into the college. Students provided dinner 
to over 100 attendees at the 4H Youth 
Organization meeting. Delicious desserts 
were served at the New Employee 
Reception and students assisted in the 

For this and other news stories, visit www.herkimer-boces.org.

Featured online: New VP-TECH Student Council 
helps students ‘make sure their voices are heard’



Herkimer BOCES Board of Education updates continued
preparation of the turkey dish that was 
served at the staff luncheon.

 A Bryant & Stratton College 
representative presented information 
on budgeting to Cosmetology students. 
Students completed Redken Basic Color 
Theory with a Redken Industry Educator. 
Industry product training is provided 
as part of the Cosmetology program as 
products are constantly being updated.

 This year, the Herkimer BOCES 
SkillsUSA chapter has registered 238 
student and professional members. As 
part of a community service project, 
SkillsUSA donated over 350 non-
perishable items to Catholic Charities.

VP-TECH:
 VP-TECH has begun the school 

year implementing 21st-century skills 
by preparing speeches and running for 
Student Council offices. 

 VP-TECH students have been busy 
connecting to industry. During the 
month of October, students attended 
Manufacturing Day at MVCC; participated 
in Mentor Monday connecting them to 
nine mentors from local businesses and 
listened to guest speaker, Chris Cochran, 
director of communities for the Innovation 
Collective, an organization focused on 
redefining how communities of all 
sizes can participate in the global 
innovation economy.

 Students continue to participate in 
the Mentor Monday project that connects 
with business and industry professionals. 
A recent month’s topic was networking 
and what students can do now to expand 
their own network.

 Tenth-grade students visited 
Heidelberg Bread and learned about 
food manufacturing.  

 All VP-TECH students participated 
in the School to Careers Fall Career 
Inspirational Experience themed around 
advanced manufacturing. School districts 
were also invited to attend this event.

 Student Council continues to 
meet bi-weekly. Students are currently 
planning a food drive and are working 
on a proposal to redesign the bulletin 
board outside of the VP-TECH classrooms.  
Student sub-committees have been 
formed to expand community outreach, 
fundraising efforts and student activities.

 A student yearbook committee has 
been working on a yearbook that will go 
on sale for students later this school year.

Instructional Support Services
Mentoring:

 A special welcome to all of the new 
mentees: Jennifer Davis, Tanya Scribner, 
Maimun Khan, Amber Van Scooter, 
William Day, Megan VanEvera, Steven 
Sestir, Craig Farley, Isaac Hafelin, Makayla 
Miller, Cassandra White, Erin Brien, Sara 
Greene, Shannon Gayhart and Jeana 
Giacobbe. Special thank you to the 

returning mentors: Alana Connolly, 
Erica Haver, Ann Margaret Bouska, 
MaryBeth Napolitano and 
Meaghan Sears. 

 The mentoring program has 66 
mentees in the three-year mentoring 
induction model. A joint meeting with all 
three cohorts was held to introduce the 
three groups to each other. 

 A formal professional development 
session was provided to all mentees on 
the budget process. 

Curriculum work:
 Counselors and social workers 

along with the administration attended 
a two-day training in social emotional 
learning best practices in a program 
called EdAlive. This program is a 
multidimensional resource to attend to 
the mental health and wellness of not 
only students but staff as well. This pilot 
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is specifically honing in on seventh- and 
eighth-grade students but will be a whole 
school effort to implement the practices. 

 The Instructional Support Services 
team has started the Special Programs 
curriculum project with a professional 
development day on the foundations 
of literacy. For this training, teachers 
were helped to understand how to be 
able to accurately assess students’ 
reading levels, how to assess a student’s 
instructional level versus independent 
level, how to take those current student 
levels and break them down into what 
that looks like for planning a lesson.

 Special Programs ELA Curriculum 
Project – The focus for the month of 
December was to build the teachers’ 
foundational knowledge of the new 
curriculum that they have.

 Pathways Social Emotional Learning 
Curriculum Project – Topics covered 
with the teachers and counselors were 
“The Mechanics of Breathing,” “Stress 
in our Bodies,” “What is Yoga?” and 
“What is Mindfulness?” The next session 
will dive into movement and the brain 
to understand ways to increase the 
awareness of strengthening balance, 
awareness of the body in space and 
how crossing the midline can increase 
academic functioning in the classroom.

 Pathways Curriculum Project – A 
survey asking teachers where they are 
with the curriculum that was developed 
last year and what their needs are for 
this year was conducted. The survey 
results showed the need for co-teaching 
professional development and structure. 
In January, protocol of expectations 
for co-planning and co-teaching will 
be shared.

Professional Development:
 The professional development 

team has been collaborating with other 
curriculum and instruction leaders 
throughout the state. Each member 
of the team spent time in Albany with 

content specific statewide groups, in turn, 
bringing back information from the Office 
of State Assessment on Science and 
Social Studies Exams, initiatives in social 
emotional learning and new instructional 
practices designed to align with Next 
Generation Standards.

 The team has increased its 
capacity for professional development 
opportunities. Traditional workshops were 
replaced by in-district support for staff 
utilizing instructional coaching strategies 
to support teachers at Pathways, Special 
Programs and in component districts. 

 The Instructional Support Services 
team provided 10 workshops combining 
both half and full days, along with six 
additional opportunities in districts. The 
level of support to districts included, 
primarily work with literacy, and Next 
Generation Standards work in ELA, math, 
science and social studies. 

 The ISS team has taken advantage 
of collaborating with other BOCES 
statewide and regionally. Many of these 
opportunities have been turn-keyed in 
multiple capacities.

 The district feedback has been 
positive as the ISS team continues to 
support the board’s vision of growth 
mindset and collaboration.

 Instructional Support provided 
professional development for more 
than 100 teachers and administrators 
throughout November impacting each 
of our component districts through 
continued support and services.

 There has been a shift in the 
professional development model. Each 
PD provides teachers with opportunities 
to share experiences, develop practices 
and resources to take back to their 
classrooms and provide opportunities for 
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Herkimer BOCES Board of Education updates continued
continuous instructional support after the 
PD has concluded. 

School to Careers:
 The Advanced Career Immersion 

Experience student interns and their 
families were welcomed at the ACIE 
Orientation. ACIE is an internship 
program designed to offer motivated and 
committed high school seniors within our 
component districts the opportunity to 
experience career options outside and 
beyond the traditional classroom. 

 The majority of ACIE internships 
have met the requirements to begin their 
placements. The following placements 
have been secured: state troopers, MVHS 
St. Lukes, MVHS St. Elizabeth’s, Bassett 
Little Falls Hospital, Bassett Herkimer 
Convenient Care, E.R. Hughes Elementary, 
Herkimer Elementary, Herkimer High 
School, Herkimer BOCES, Herkimer 
Police Department, Mohawk Police 
Department, WKTV, Treehouse Reading 
and Art Center, Herkimer College, Mohawk 
Valley Veterinary, Herkimer Veterinary 
Clinic, ADHD & Autism Advocacy, United 
Cerebral Palsy, Frankfort-Schuyler 
Elementary School, Herkimer County 
Family Court, Everybody Physical Therapy 
and the Herkimer County Chamber 
of Commerce. The interns submit 
weekly timesheets, journals and 
interactive blogs.

 The School to Careers team hosted 
the first-ever Barringer Road Elementary 
School Career Day in September for 
grades 3-6.

 The third annual Farming Your Future 
event was held at the Herkimer County 
Fairgrounds. The event is organized by 
the School to Careers program and STC 
Agriculture Committee in collaboration 
with Oneida-Herkimer-Madison 
BOCES and Madison-Oneida BOCES.  
Approximately 700 students from more 
than 20 school districts and BOCES 
programs attended the event. Students 
that attended the event learned about 

jobs in the agriculture field and interacted 
with local professionals in the industry.  
Over 40 hands-on exhibits, presentations, 
guest speakers, live animals and more 
were part of the day’s agenda. 

 School to Careers hosted the annual 
Career Day at West Canada Valley.  
Students were able to see each career 
speaker as they rotated from classroom 
to classroom. Career representatives 
were based on the careers the students 
were most interested in per dialogue with 
school counselors.

 The STC team organized an 
educational business tour at V.J. Iocovozzi 
Funeral Home Inc. for Owen D. Young 
students in College Now anatomy and 
physiology and forensics classes.

 The annual Mohawk Valley 
Construction Career Day was held at 
the Oriskany Department of Public 

Works. School to Careers staff worked 
in partnership with the Mohawk Valley 
Builders Exchange to provide high school 
students in grades 10-12 the opportunity 
to learn more about careers in the 
construction trades. Approximately 150 
students from our component districts 
attended and heard from professionals 
as diverse as an interior designer to 
heavy equipment operators.

 Manufacturing Day was held at 
MVCC with several component districts 
attending as well as the Herkimer BOCES 
VP-TECH program, which also had an 
exhibitor’s display table. 

 STC hosted a Fall Career 
Inspirational Experience and featured 
manufacturing as the highlighted 
career cluster.

Regional Summer School:
 Coordinator of Instructional Support 
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For this and other news stories, visit www.herkimer-boces.org.

Featured online: Syracuse legend, local manufacturing 
officials speak to students about career opportunities
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Services, School to Careers and Regional 
Support Services Jon Griffith provided 
the board with a detailed report on the 
Regional Summer School program.

Perkins Grant:
 Many career exploration activities 

will be allocated under the Perkins Grant. 
The funds will be used to expand work-
based learning opportunities for students 
and support program-specific curriculum 
such as industry tours, assisting in 
transportation for student internships 
and increasing overall connections from 
school to business.

Virtual Online Learning Services:
 The following online platforms 

are being utilized to provide original 
or credit recovery to students online: 
Accelerate U, Ed Options Academy 
and Edmentum Courseware.

 BOCES continues to support the use 
of Edmentum Courseware for Pathways 
Academy. Additional students are 
taking classes through Edmentum’s Ed 
Options Academy.  Owen D. Young, Mount 
Markham and West Canada Valley are 
currently using iTutor, which offers online 
tutoring that can be customized based on 
courses/subject areas.

Honors/Arts in Education/
Enrichment:

 Art teachers attended an in-service 
day at Golden Paints where they took a 
tour of the factory and then participated 
in two workshops – one on image transfer 
and one on mono-printing.

 Music teachers went to RFA to 
join with music teachers from Madison 
County for a day of workshops and 
reading newly published music for school 
bands and choruses.

 The annual College Audition 
Masterclass was held, and 13 students 
performed potential audition pieces 
for two professors from Onondaga 
Community College. The professors 
worked with each student for 15 minutes 

to improve the performance of the 
piece and to give them tips on 
their presentation.

 The following programs were offered 
in October: Storytelling with Regi 
Carpenter, the Oneida Indians with Randy 
Phillips, Birds of Prey with Cynthia Page, 
Aunt Helen’s Closet, Writing Fantasy and 
Sci-Fi with Bruce Coville, and Magical 
Mandalas with Donnalyn Shuster. There 
are 28 confirmed upcoming programs.

 Eighth-grade Honors Program 
students visited the Fenimore Art 
Museum in Cooperstown and participated 
in a program about the duel between 
Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr.

 Third-grade Honors Program 
students went to Utica Dance where they 
developed their own choreography and 
learned African dances from a dancer 
from Africa.

 An Honors Program was provided on 
Choral Music Through the Ages.

Adult, Early Childhood 
and Outreach Education
Early Childhood Education:

 Universal PreK locations are Central 
Valley, Dolgeville, Frankfort-Schuyler, 
Herkimer and West Canada Valley.

 Classes visited a pumpkin farm 
and enjoyed a hayride and selecting a 
pumpkin to keep.

 In recognition of Fire Safety month, 
firefighters visited the centers.

 All the PreK classes worked together 
to make and send a personalized holiday 
greeting to each of the 37 residents 
at the Mohawk Homestead. Each 
resident got a personalized holiday card 
handmade by the students. 

For this and other news stories, visit www.herkimer-boces.org.

Featured online: VP-TECH Student Council 
spreads holiday cheer with hot chocolate



Herkimer BOCES Board of Education updates continued
Adult Education:

 The Adult Literacy program is using 
a new test to screen and prepare 
students. This will help target 
individualized instruction.

 The Adult Practical Nursing Program 
began the year with more students than 
in the past few years. This is a result of 
the shortage of health care staff and 
online recruitment.

 The first certified nursing assistant 
class that started on Sept. 18 has 
finished, and another CNA class for a 
Nursing Home in Cooperstown began 
mid-November. The facility buses them 
to BOCES in order to get their staff 
trained. The funding for these classes 
is coming from the 1199 Training and 
Employment grant.  Additional support 
for the students is provided through 
the Working Solutions Career Pathways 

Program. At least two more classes will 
be offered this school year.

 In collaboration with Adult Education, 
Pathways and the Compassion Coalition, 
a computer lab was created. A project 
completion celebration was held to 
recognize the Pathways students. The 
lab will be used by the Adult Literacy 
programs for TASC and TABE testing, 
TEAS testing for the LPN program and 
CNA testing.

Outreach Education:
 Two students from the Migrant 

Education and Tutorial and Support 
Services Program were able to participate 
in the College Assisted Migrant Program 
student day at SUNY Oneonta.

Community Outreach:
 The Hunger Coalition of Herkimer 

County is celebrating its 20th anniversary. 

The Hunger Coalition is the umbrella 
organization for Gram Lorraine, Uncle 
Frank’s Back to School Program and 
many other worthy programs.

 The Hunger Coalition and St. 
Anthony’s / St. Joseph’s Church gathered 
gifts for families in our programs.  Their 
generosity is appreciated. 

Business Services
 The 2020-21 budget calendar 

and 2020-21 budget assumptions 
were distributed.

 Rodriquez presented the proposed 
2020-21 administrative budget and 
updated the board on the repair of 
the sand filtration system at the 
WEB Complex.
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Thanks for reading!
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