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BUFFS 
By Jackie Decker 2011 

  
To the Buffs that go before us, 

And to those we have not met… 
Being a student at Caliche 

Is as good as it can get. 
  

We may be small in numbers 
But comradery makes us tall 

We fear no competition 
Because we’re connected one and all. 

  
Sure, we might have lost some 

But we learned from each mistake 
We fight no matter what 
We never take a break 

  
Soon we’ll have our pictures 

Hanging on the walls 
And people will pause and contemplate 

While strolling down the halls 
  

When schooling here for us is done 
And we don our caps and gowns 

We’ll hand the torch to the younger buffs 
Who would never let us down 

 
  



 
 
 



Principal’s Message 
Welcome to a new school year at Caliche.  We want your child to be safe, happy, and successful at Caliche Elementary School.  
Your child will receive excellent instruction delivered by caring and dedicated teachers.  They will have access to modern and 
effective resources.  Most of all, they will become a member of the Caliche family…. “Once a Buff, Always a Buff”.  Whatever 
problems arise, we will stick together and work it out in a supportive and respectful way.  The strength of the buffalo is the herd 
and the strength of the herd is the buffalo.  A unique Caliche feature is that we are a small K-12 school with a very homey feel. 
We routinely arrange opportunities for our little Buffs to interact with our older Buffs which leads to generations of kids who 
have learned “Good Buff Behavior” which includes how to treat each other, how to respect authority, how to be a good 
student, and how to compete. We will do our best to make your child’s school experience a wonderful one.   Welcome to 
Caliche! 
 

General School Information 
 
ABSENCE REPORTING 
Absence from school is one of the greatest contributing factors to unsatisfactory schoolwork, and should be avoided except in 
case of illness or emergencies. 
Compulsory attendance law requires students to attend school except for provisions for excused absences.  In order for an 
absence to be considered excused at Caliche Elementary, parents must contact the school the day of the absence to report 
their child’s absence.  Please call 522-8330 between 7:45 and 8:30 a.m. if your child is not going to be in school that day.  This 
helps us know that your child is ill and safe at home. 
 
STUDENT CELL PHONES/CAMERAS AT SCHOOL 
Students will not be permitted to use cell phones/cameras during school hours.  If students carry cell phones to school, they 
must be turned off and left in their backpacks during school hours (including lunch, recess, and restroom time) unless 
specifically approved for use by school staff.  Cell phones in use will be confiscated and only released to the child’s parent. 
 
COMMUNICATION AND CONCERNS 
Effective communication between home and school is a priority.  If a parent has any questions or concerns, please speak to the 
classroom teacher first.  The office can set up an appointment for the parent at a time when the teacher is not with students.  If 
you have additional concerns or questions, please feel free to contact the office to speak with the principal.  Parent 
communication and feedback provides our school with the necessary information to make your child’s school a safe and 
healthy learning environment.  
 
CONTACTING STUDENTS & TEACHERS DURING THE SCHOOL DAY 
Instructional time will be honored in the classrooms.  In an effort to keep interruptions to a minimum, we will ONLY interrupt 
teachers or students with phone calls during class time in the event of an emergency.  The caller must identify themselves and 
the emergency before being put through to a student and/or teacher.  Messages will be taken otherwise and delivered to the 
teacher or student.  Teachers may take calls from parents during normal planning time.  Your child’s teacher will send home 
their planning time with students at the beginning of the school year. 
 
DAILY SCHEDULE 
 7:45 – 8:05 Breakfast Served 
  7:45 – 8:05 Playground Supervision 
     8:05  First Bell Rings 
     8:10     Tardy Bell Rings/ Classes Begin 
   11:22  K-3 Recess and Lunch 
   11:37  4-6 Recess and Lunch 
     3:40  Students Dismissed 
 
EMERGENCY CLOSING/EARLY DISMISSAL 
When weather conditions are deemed too hazardous for students to travel to their schools, or school is being released early, 
official notification of school closing will be relayed to parents via a phone call from our School Messenger system. Phone calls 
and/or text messages will be sent to all numbers that you designate at registration.  You can also get information about 
school closing via local radio stations and KOA 850 AM Denver and the Denver television stations. 
 
EMERGENCY INFORMATION 
The office must have on file current home address and phone numbers, alternative phone numbers, and email 
address that can be used in emergency situations.  Contacting parents is essential.   
 
 

The Strength of the Buffalo is the herd, and the strength of the herd is the Buffalo 



LEAVING MESSAGES FOR STUDENTS 
PLEASE make sure transportation arrangements for the day are made PRIOR to the student attending school.  With the 
business of the day, we cannot guarantee GENERAL messages will get to students.  The school office needs notes from parents 
when after school transportation is changing.   
Students are not allowed to stay after school for junior high or high school activities, including game nights, without parental 
supervision.  There is no adult staff supervision to watch your child after the buses leave the campus.  If parents aren’t going to 
be at the school at 3:15 p.m. to supervise their child, the student needs to ride the bus home and return to school with the 
parents at the appropriate time for the game. 
 
LOST AND FOUND 
The school cannot be responsible for lost or stolen property, but every effort is made to assist students in recovery of lost 
items.  A lost and found department is maintained in the office and all property found should be turned over to the office.  
Parents need to check the lost and found periodically. 
LUNCH MONEY PROCEDURES 
Please put money sent to school in a marked envelope.  Children will give their money to their teacher.  The teacher will turn 
the money into the office for processing.  If you pay for lunches for more than one child, please make sure the envelope 
indicates the amount for each child.  Food service would appreciate prepayment by the week, bi-monthly, or monthly.  There 
will be no more than five charges allowed.  Parents will be alerted if their account falls under $5.00.  If you need to make special 
arrangements, please call the office.  If a parent plans to eat lunch with their child, they need to call the elementary office by 
9:00 a.m.  
 
LUNCH PRICES  
   LUNCH: 
      Student Lunch $2.00  Extra Milk-Student               $  .30 
      Reduced Lunch $  .40 
      Adult              $3.00       
   BREAKFAST: 
      Student Breakfast    $1.25 
      Reduced Breakfast NC 
      Adult Breakfast      $2.00 
 
NON-SCHOOL SPONSORED SPORTS PROTOCOL 
The school office is not responsible to organize non-school sponsored athletic practices. 
**All coaches need to give a roster of players to the school.  On this roster, please include a phone number for the coach.  All 
coaches are responsible to notify parents when practice is cancelled, postponed, or changed.  Time constraints make this 
impossible for the school to handle. 
All coaches must be on time to supervise their players as school personnel are not available to supervise until a coach arrives.  
School is released at 3:40...adult supervision for a team begins then.Parents & Players:  Permission slips signed by parents must 
come with the child to school on the day of practice.  Otherwise the school is required to put your child on the bus to go home.  
Safety is a top priority for our Caliche children. 

 
MEDICATION 
Students who must take prescribed medications during the day must have parents provide the school with a doctor’s note that 
includes dosage, storage instructions, and the original container/prescription bottle.  Students may then come to the office for 
medication.  The school nurse/secretary logs all student medication given.  School personnel cannot administer medicine or 
give aspirin or Tylenol without specific written permission from a parent.  
 
SCHOOL PARTIES 
Holiday Parties:  Parties are allowed at specific times throughout the year.   
Birthday Parties:  Please check with your child’s teacher on classroom policies for celebrating birthdays.   
 
VISITING SCHOOLS 
Parents are always welcome to visit our school.  Visitors must register in the office and sign in.  This is for the safety of ALL 
students.  It is important for all of us to know who is in our school at all times.  For security reasons the doors are locked.  There 
is a button on the foyer wall that alerts staff that you are here and the doors will be opened after your identity is known. 
 
CLASSROOM VOLUNTEERS 
If a parent wants to volunteer in a classroom, please contact the classroom teacher to make arrangements.  
Teachers appreciate your help and your children benefit from your involvement in their education.   
 
 
 



WE as educators/ YOU as parents TEACH RESPECT 
Showing respect for others is one of the most important values in the world.  It means showing care for 
another person or thing, like the environment.  Without respect, everything around you would be less 
peaceful.  There would be more wars, more problems and less happiness.  You show respect in many 
ways everyday that you may not even realize!  Respect occurs when you: 

● Listen to others 
● Play fair 
● Use good manners 
● Wait your turn 
● Compliment someone 
● Pick up after yourself 
● Treat others as you would like to be treated 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Caliche Elementary School 
School Wide Positive Behavior 

Student Behavior/Discipline 
 
From the time a student gets on the bus in the morning to the time they get off the bus in the evening and in all 
environments inside and outside the school, students will be expected to: 
  Be RESPONSIBLE for all your actions 
  Use SAFETY as your guide 
  Forever RESPECT yourself, others, and things 
  Finally, “LEAVE IT BETTER THAN IT WAS!” 

                                 
Students are expected to follow the code of conduct specified by school board policy JICDA.  Re-1 Valley 
Elementary Schools have a School-wide Positive Behavior Support Program that is based on the idea that: 
* Prevention is more effective than punishment 
* Teaching is more effective than assuming 
* Data becomes information that informs intervention planning 
* Practice opportunities link students’ knowledge with actual conduct. 

              
BUFF is designed to help create a climate of cooperation, academic excellence, respect and safety in Re-1 Valley 
Elementary Schools.  BUFF is based on seven guiding principles.  We believe these principles will help create an 
optimal learning environment for the students at our elementary school.  The guiding principles are as follow: 

➢ Clear expectations for student behavior. 
➢ Clear and consistent strategies for teaching appropriate behavior. 
➢ Clear and consistent strategies for encouraging appropriate behavior. 
➢ Clear and consistent consequences that discourage inappropriate behavior. 
➢ A support system and individual behavioral programs for students with unique and/or exceptional needs. 
➢ Clearly designed methods for evaluating and revising BUFF. 
➢ The characteristics and philosophy of the behavior plan will be communicated to students and parents.  

 
We care about our students and are committed to help them learn and be 

successful! 
PLAYGROUND/RECESS EXPECTATIONS: 
 
When students follow our BUFF guidelines, recess will be a fun experience for ALL! 
 
What it looks like to be RESPECTFUL on the playground: 

1. Games are open to everyone.  It is not respectful to exclude others. 
2. Balls are shared. 
3. Be a good sport at all times.  Arguing about a play or game is not being a good sport. 
4. Pick even teams.  Teachers can help with this.  It is not respectful to choose teams based on gender or other 

hurtful methods. 
5. Play games without permanent spots like all time pitcher, etc.  Everyone should get an opportunity. 

What it looks like to be RESPONSIBLE on the playground: 
1. When the bell rings or the whistle is blown, line up immediately, quickly, and quietly. 
2. Students are responsible when they stay in the designated areas.   
3. Students should ask permission and get a pass to go into the building, and then do so quietly. 
4. Students should report any unsafe behaviors or equipment to the supervising adult on duty. 
5. Students follow all rules of the game to ensure fair play. 

What it looks like to be SAFE on the playground: 
1. Students should stay in complete view of supervising staff at all times. 
2. It is not safe to play with, kick, or throw sticks, rocks, snow, or snowballs. 
3. Students are safe when they stay off icy spots, and especially do not slide on icy spots. 
4. Football and soccer are only played on the grass.  No aggressive contact is allowed. 
5. Students should not hang on the basketball rims.  This could cause a fall on the concrete and hurt!! 
6. No games where things or people are tied up using the jump ropes. 
7. No tug of war or other “horsing around” with the ropes in any way. 

What it looks like to be SAFE on the bars, swings, slides, and climbing structures: 
1. Use the ladder/steps for getting to the top of the slide – no climbing up the slide. 
2. Students should not twist on the swings. 
3. Students should not jump or “bail out” of swings. 



 
KEEP YOUR BUS RIDING PRIVILEGE! 

 
Observe same conduct as in the classroom. 
*Keep books, packages, instruments, coats, and all other objects out of the aisles. Citizenship 
*Bus riders should notify the bus driver when not riding by calling District Transportation at 522-3027, especially in the 
morning.  Identify the child by first and last name and the bus route number or bus driver’s name.  Time is saved when 
drivers are notified when a student is not riding. Citizenship & Responsibility 
* The bus driver shall not be permitted to discharge riders at any place other than the regular stop, or at school, unless by 
proper authorization from school officials.  If a rider is to change destinations, parents must notify the school in writing. 
Fairness & Caring 
* Be kind to other riders and the driver.  Fairness & Caring 
* Refuse to gossip, spread rumors, use put-downs, insults or ridicule in jest or to hurt someone.  Fairness & Caring 
Be courteous.  Use no profane language. 
* Be considerate to everyone, especially those doing homework or who don’t feel well.  Fairness & Caring 
* Absolute quiet when approaching and crossing a railroad crossing. Respect 
* Use good manners.  Be orderly, speak quietly and do not distract others. Respect 
* Solve disagreements and respond to insults without violence. Respect   
* Refuse to use profane language or participate in immoral or abusive acts. Respect 
Only authorized food and drink is allowed on buses. 
* Follow the bus driver’s rules for food and drink on the bus. Citizenship 
Keep the bus clean. 
* Take care of your bus. Respect 
* Be safety conscious. Trustworthiness & Responsibility 
* Pick up after yourself and use wastebaskets. Respect 
Cooperate with the bus driver. 
* The driver is in authority when you are on a bus.  Give the driver complete cooperation and respect.  Respect 
* Tell the driver the complete and accurate truth when asked about bus-related incidents. Trustworthiness & 
Responsibility 
* All rules and regulations, including those verbally issued by the driver, will be followed at all times. Respect 
*In case of an emergency, riders are to follow instructions of the driver. Citizenship 
* Let your actions bring honor to you, your family, and your school. Trustworthiness & Responsibility 
Do not be destructive.   
* Respect you, other riders, the driver, and the bus.  Respect 
* Refuse to write on or damage the bus. Respect 
* Keep hands and feet to self. Fairness & Caring   
Stay in your seat. 
* Bus riders must stay in their seats and in a sitting position facing forward when the bus is in motion. Citizenship 
* Bus riders should leave their seats only after the bus has come to a complete stop at their bus stop. Citizenship 
Refuse to horseplay. Trustworthiness & Responsibility 
Keep head, hands and feet inside bus. 
*Students must be in proper sitting position in order for the bus to leave the property in a timely manner.  This  increases 
the opportunity to arrive home on time. Citizenship 
* Keep the highway and other vehicles on the highway safe by not throwing anything out the bus window.  
Citizenship 

Violation of the above rules will result in temporary or permanent suspension from riding in the bus.  Riding the bus is a 
privilege, not a right. 
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