
Public school grants from ONEOK have enabled schools like Ellsworth 
Junior-Senior High School in Kansas to buy equipment students 
can use in chemistry and physics classes, including the mini gas 
chromatograph shown here.

Chemistry and physics 
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PUBLIC SCHOOL 
GRANT PROGRAM
Education is one of the primary 
focus areas for ONEOK’s 
community investments. We help 
fund opportunities that directly 
impact the classroom where we 
operate through our Public School 
Grant program.

The goal is to improve the 
educational experience for K-12 
students in public schools and to 
cultivate and enhance relationships 
with community leaders while 
improving public education. Public 
school grants may be used for 
classroom-enrichment projects and 
instructional technology, assistance 
for disadvantaged students, 
curriculum-based materials and 

equipment and programs that help 
improve student performance.

Grant requests only are accepted 
online at www.oneok.com > About 
Us > Community Investments. 
Click on the “Grants and Pledges 
tab,” then click on the Public 
School Grants link. Requests may 
be submitted any time but are 
reviewed annually on February 1.

Some employees may know Eric Anderson.     
He was a former Associate Plant Operator 

in Bushton, Kansas, several years ago. Years 
from now, even more employees may get to 
know some of his current students.

These days, Anderson is a chemistry and physics instructor at 
Ellsworth Junior-Senior High School in Kansas.

“Having been an Operator at ONEOK, I wanted to give my 
students some hands-on experience,” he said.

Anderson also taught at Ellsworth before his tenure at ONEOK, 
though. That’s how he met Bernie Schulte, Business Systems 
Analyst in Kansas. Schulte, who also is an active volunteer 
in Community Investments’ Central Region, happens to be a 
former Ellsworth math teacher. 

“Bernie informed me about ONEOK’s Public 
School Grant program,” Anderson said. And, 
every year, Schulte dutifully reminds Anderson 
about the deadline for public school grants.

During the past five years, ONEOK has 
approved nearly $8,000 in grants for the school. “We’ve spent all 
of that on equipment for our chemistry labs,” Anderson said. 

That equipment includes dozens of items, like pH sensors, 
conductivity probes, spectrophotometers and mini gas 
chromatographs. A mini gas chromatograph is an instrument 
used for separating, analyzing and identifying substances 
contained in a volatile liquid or gaseous sample, according to 
Vernier Science Education. Vernier is the maker of the equipment 
Anderson uses in his classes.

“All of this equipment gives our students real-life, hands-on 
experience with live data,” Anderson said. “With the live data, 
the students can make original observations and then make 
changes to see what happens in a short period of time. This 
simulates what happens in real-world situations. It is the best 
thing that a student can experience.”

Related to such an experience was a tour Anderson’s students 
took of our Bushton facility. 

“It’s a great connection between ONEOK and the communities 
around Ellsworth,” said Justin Rupe, Manager, Processing 
Operations in Bushton. “It gives kids hands-on, 
real-life experiences dealing with live data.”

Who knows, Rupe pondered. “Maybe someday, 
they’ll work at a facility in Bushton, Hutchinson 
or anywhere across the U.S. for ONEOK.”

During the past five years, 
ONEOK has approved nearly 
$8,000 in grants for Ellsworth 
Junior-Senior High School.

Justin Rupe

“All of this equipment gives our 
students real-life, hands-on 
experience with live data.”

–  ERIC ANDERSON

Bernie Schulte

In 2022, ONEOK 
donated more 
than $170,000 

to school 
districts within 
the company 

footprint.
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