
may contain the virus. 

It's also been known to 

be able to travel through 

your eye sockets. Mean-

ing, a cheap cloth mask 

will not help you. The 

issue with the virus is 

how easy it is to end up 

with it, the symptoms 

are very “low key” and 

undetectable, and could 

easily be mistaken with 

a common cold. The on-

ly clear variables that 

separate common cold 

symptoms and Corona 

symptoms are possible 

complete liver failure, 

and extremely high tem-

peratures. Though to 

prevent catching Coro-

na, and spreading it to 

others, the best solution 

until there is further re-

search is simply stay 

away from densely pop-

ulated areas. So far, sci-

entists around the globe 

are scrambling for more 

data, trying to pick up 

anything they can for 

possible cures, treat-

ments, and a way to 

overall end its spread.  

 

Please see “Virus” ctd. 

On pg. 4. 

By Brandon 

Global news has been 

focused around the 

Coronavirus. Some peo-

ple are terrified of what 

it is, and some people 

are so relaxed they think 

it's a joke. Well, I’ll be 

here to find a gray area 

in between, teaching 

what is serious, what is 

not, what you should be 

worried about, and what 

you shouldn’t be wor-

ried about. Now, if you 

are thinking Oh, this will 

be just another rubbish, 

biased, one-sided article 

about what's happening! 

then you are wrong. I 

will be using only major 

scientific sources, from 

several major organiza-

tions across the globe. I 

will take input and con-

cepts from news sources, 

but will not be trusting 

or using their bias; this 

article will involve only 

truth, and I will be as 

accurate as scientifically 

possible. The truth may 

frighten you, but I will 

not lie to you about the 

events. Let's begin. 

Of February 7th, 2020 

there are were roughly 

32,000 and a bit more, 

confirmed cases of Co-

rona, with 4800 of those 

cases, (roughly 15 per-

cent) being in critical 

condition. On January 

31st, there were a con-

firmed 11,000 cases, 

with 400 being in criti-

cal condition. Now, you 

may be asking, “How 

did the outbreak begin?” 

or “How does it spread 

so quickly?” Currently, 

all we know from a 

starting source is it was 

passed from some sort 

of animal, suggested to 

most likely be a species 

of bat, snake, or insect. 

It was also suggested 

that the virus was picked 

up when eating one of 

the possibly suggested 

animals. 

 Eating exotic 

foods always comes 

with a risk, but nobody 

is to blame. In very re-

cent news, the doctor 

who warned the rest of 

the world of the virus, 

and how it spreads, and 

to be cautious of it, has 

recently died due to the 

virus. The virus spreads 

via airborne droplets, 

meaning coughing and 

sneezing makes it EX-

TREMELY contagious, 

but it's still contagious 

from casually breathing 

next to someone who 

Wuhan, China Coronavirus 
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By Mya 

There was a simple 

problem with the in-

volvement of the home-

less in Salem, Oregon, 

but after time, it has be-

come a bigger situation 

that needs to be given 

special attention to. 

There are many reasons 

why people become 

homeless and a lot of the 

time, it is because of the 

choices that these people 

make. However, some of 

these people are not the 

reason why they get 

their homes taken away 

from them, but either 

way, the number of 

homeless people and 

families in Salem has 

been increasing. 

There has been a recent 

ban on “camping.” This 

stands for all of the 

homeless people who 

have nowhere to go that 

pitch tents so that they 

can shelter from the cold 

and rain. They can no 

longer do this and are 

forced to find other plac-

es to shelter. In return, 

people who drive by 

have been honking and 

rolling down their win-

dows to yell at the 

homeless clustered to-

gether. 

Please see “Homeless” 

on pg. 7. 

Oregon’s Capital’s Homeless Epidemic 
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Awareness of Stupid Social Media Challenges 

By Claudia 

There are several social 

media platforms that 

people use like Face-

book, Instagram, 

Youtube, Tik Tok, Snap-

chat, and Twitter, and 

most likely more that are 

less known. Some peo-

ple come out with crazy 

and dangerous challeng-

es and post them to so-

cial media, encouraging 

other people to do them. 

Knowing the human 

body, different people 

have different reactions 

to things put into their 

bodies. The challenges I 

will be talking about are 

the “Outlet Challenge,” 

the “Cinnamon Chal-

lenge,” and the “Blue 

Whale Challenge.” 

They are all very dan-

gerous, and you should-

n’t attempt any of these 

at home. 

First, I’m going to talk 

about the “Outlet Chal-

lenge.” It is a challenge 

on the platform known 

as Tik tok, and it is 

where teens have a 

phone charger box and 

a penny. They put the 

box in the wall and put 

the penny in between 

the wall and the box. 

When the penny hits 

the prongs of the charg-

ing box, sparks shoot 

out of the outlet. This 

can harm the teen from 

doing it. It can also do long-

term damage where the 

wires in the wall have slight 

leaks in them and over the 

years it can, later on, start a 

fire. Also, if a toddler sees 

an older sibling doing this, 

they will think it is okay. 

The next social media chal-

lenge I’m going to talk 

about is an older one called 

the “Cinnamon Challenge.” 

It is posted on the platform 

Youtube. This challenge is 

basically where you take a 

spoonful of cinnamon and 

swallow it. This is actually 

very harmful to our bodies. 

 

See “Challenges” on pg. 6 

 

“Homeless exist 

because 

billionaires 

exist. In 

polarity, there is 

extreme poverty 

and extreme 

wealth. Bridge 

the gap between 

the two and you 

will find 

balance and an 

earth that will 

survive the 

threat of 

humanity’s self 

imposed 

climate change. 

Earth is a 

reflection of 

humanity.” 

― Deborah 

Bravandt  
 



Ranger Basketball 

By Ashley 

“Everything negative-

pressure, challenges-are an 

opportunity for me to rise”  

-Kobe Bryant 

The JV girls basketball 

team consisted of Alicia 

Anderson, Jadyn Fargher 

(RGF), Grace Beal (The 

Camel), Allie Masterson 

(Bean), Grace Blenden 

(Blender), Madi Malcolm 

(M&M), Ashley Bailey 

(Ash), Kassiah Chamness 

(Joe), and Abby Beal (Hot 

Minute). When asked 

about their favorite plays 

they said, “Ranger, be-

cause we know how to ex-

ecute it the best.” When 

asked what being a team is 

they said, “Working to-

gether and getting along on 

the court, being the best 

teammate you can be, sup-

porting each other, and 

when you step on the 

court, you are sisters and 

teammates.” As Jeffry 

Gundy Stated, “The Best 

teams play for each other, 

not with each other.” 

Marshal McLaughlin, Alex 

Barrett, Carson Smith, A.J. 

Dellea, Cameron Geraci, 

Wyatt Grey, Landon Ellis, 

Tyson Byers, Marcus Rad-

cliffe, Gabe Petroff, Au-

gust Harvey, Isaac Antho-

ny, Hunter Royer, and Jo-

siah Dave make the JV 

boys team come true. 

When asked what the true 

meaning of basketball is, 

they said, “To have fun is 

the biggest point of the 

game.” 

With high energy, the Var-

sity girls have a 7-3 record,  

making them 3rd in league 

as of right now. The Varsi-

ty team is made up of Emi-

ly Crawford, Jessica 

Brown (Bessy), Jadyn Far-

gher, Mikayla Kelly, Zoe 

Hester, Hannah Kortge, 

Piper Neal, Mona Meanus, 

Maddy Smith, Brooke 

Beachamp, Reghan Smith 

(Big Reggie), Abby Beal, 

Kierstin White, and Katie 

Beal. I asked the seniors 

what they would miss most 

about basketball they said, 

“The teammates, the rela-

tionships formed, being in 

the locker room before 

games, and having those 

underdog victories.” When 

asked what their favorite 

memory was they said, 

“Beating Maupin and Pow-

der Valley, confusing Mor-

ris with the Riverhawks/

Ranger cheer, celebrating 

Morris’s birthday at Apple-

bee’s, having Morris as a 

coach, and when Zoe 

thought Morris was being 
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serious when he said that Per-

rydale had put saran wrap on 

their hoops.” 

In the beginning of the season 

we asked Coach Morris how 

he liked coaching girls basket-

ball, and he said that, “Girls 

compete everyday in practice, 

wanting to learn more, and 

giving their best effort.” He 

says his statement is still true 

to this day, the difference be-

tween girls and boys basketball 

is that boys have a higher % of 

the ball going in, but boys are 

too confident and think they 

know everything. With the 

girls, it is more about learning 

how to build confidence, and 

they don’t give themselves 

enough credit for knowing 

what they are doing. 

The Varsity boys team consists 

of Alex Barrett, Carson Smith, 

Josh Taylor, Jacob Peters, 

Cooper Bales (Coopy), Landon 

Ellis, Caleb Olson (Raggy), 

Trey Darden, Tyson Byers, 

Gabe Petroff, Isaac Anthony, 

and Josiah Dave. The Dufur 

Varsity boys basketball team 

has a 6-5 record, making them 

3rd in league.  

 

 

See “Basketball” on pg. 5 

 



On January 31st, 2020, the 

Wuhan, China Coronavirus 

was officially declared a 

global emergency and cur-

rently there are 638 deaths, 

and 1200 who made recov-

ery. The people who seem 

to get hit the hardest are 

elderly, or people with 

weak immune systems. 

Some symptoms Corona-

virus victims face are: a 

mild cough, shortness of 

breath, runny nose, sore 

throat, headache, mild to 

extreme fever, and abdo-

men pain. The only treat-

ment for the Coronavirus 

currently is sitting in quar-

antine until the virus even-

tually leaves your body, 

and hopefully you make a 

full recovery. Recovery 

could take anywhere from 

14 days to a month, ac-

cording to what we know 

so far. Children are less-

likely to be affected by 

Coronavirus, for unknown 

reasons. The elderly are hit 

the hardest due to their 

worsening immune system.  

So overall, the Corona-

virus shouldn’t be worth 

freaking out over, but it is 

not something to throw 

aside like it’s no big deal; 

there is no genuine vac-

cine, and not a lot of treat-

ment. Your changes of dy-

ing are slim, roughly 2-4 

percent, actually, but you 

never know with such big 

numbers of people getting 

infected you could be in 

that unlucky percentage 

range. Make sure to be 

careful around sick people 

and wash your hands and 

face after doing activities 

involving other people. 

And, to conclude, the only 

thing spreading faster than 

Corona is Xenophobia, or 

the dislike of people from 

other countries. Much rac-

ism is being shot out to-

wards Chinese people due 

to this virus, and it’s no 

more their fault than any-

one else’s. This is a world 

problem, not a country or 

race problem. Thank you. 

Countries with con-

firmed cases-and how 

many, as of 2/11/2020: 

 Australia, Vietnam– 15 

 Canada-7 

 China-42,638 

 Belgium, Finland, 

Cambodia, Nepal, Sri 

Lanka, Sweden –1 

 France-11 

 German-16 

 India, Italy, The Phil-

ippines-3 

 Japan-163 

 Malaysia-18 

 Russia, Spain-2 

 South Korea-28 

 Thialand-33 

 

 

Virus (ctd. from pg. 1 
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“My two 

secrets to 

staying 

healthy: wash 

your hands all 

the time. And, 

if you can't, 

use Purell or 

one of the 

sanitizers. 

And the other 

is hot peppers. 

I eat a lot of 

hot peppers. I 

for some 

reason started 

doing that in 

1992, and I 

swear by it. “ 

-Hilary 

Clinton 



Basketball (Ctd. From 

pg. 3) 

When asked what their 

favorite memory from 

this season is they said, 

“Seeing Cooper make a 

three that beat Perrydale, 

A.J. trying to shoot a 

half court shot, playing 

Maupin there, Olson re-

turning in the Echo 

game, Olson in general, 

and the family it made 

us.” 

All teams except for the 

girls JV have their last 

regular season game on 

February 14th at home 

against Sherman. The JV 

boys start at 4:30, Varsi-

ty girls at 6 p.m., and 
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Varsity boys at 7:30. Come 

and support your Rangers 

while they take down the 

Huskies, and wear your 

Ranger gear. 

“I really get motivated when 

I have doubters.” -Shaquille 

O’Neal 

 

 

Madi playing good defense. Gabe, Cooper, and Alex show good team-

work. 

Brooke sets up for the rebound. 
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Challenges 

(Ctd. From pg. two) 

Most people doing it 

don’t really think about 

how much harm is being 

done. Some reported res-

piratory distress, burns, 

and vomiting. Some 

even had to be put on 

ventilators due to a col-

lapsed lung. No one real-

ly realized how danger-

ous this is, but if people 

are losing lungs from it, 

you probably shouldn’t 

try it. 

The last challenge dis-

cussed will be the “Blue 

Whale Challenge.” This 

is by far the worst chal-

lenge. It is a suicide 

game, and basically a chal-

lenge. This challenge has 

claimed lives already and it 

is very dangerous. The chal-

lenge/game has people do 

daily tasks that include 

watching really scary vide-

os, hurting oneself, and hav-

ing someone put themselves 

in danger. This challenge 

lasts 50 days and on the 

50th day, you are chal-

lenged to kill yourself. This 

challenge shows up on so-

cial media platforms such as 

Facebook, Instagram, and 

Twitter, but basically every 

platform has shut down any-

thing related to the search 

for the “Blue Whale Chal-

lenge.” Most everything is 

gone off the internet, other 

than the reports and stories. 

This is very dangerous and 

very stupid to even try and 

find anything relating to 

this. I want to just bring 

awareness to the people that 

have been involved in this. 

These are simple examples 

of how stupid can be for so-

cial media. It is also an 

awareness of how danger-

ous simple challenges can 

be, and how they can end 

lives, or bring one close to 

that. I believe students at 

our school are smarter than 

this to try these challenges. 

“Do not be 

bullied out of 

your common 

sense by the 

specialist; two 

to one, he is a 

pedant.” 

-Oliver 

Wendell 

Holmes, Sr. 

Diagram of a collapsed lung, one of the side-effects of 

“The Cinnamon Challenge”. 
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Homeless 

Ctd. From pg. 2 

 These homeless people have 

been huddling together in front 

of stores and businesses. Some 

of these owners have stated that 

if the problem is not resolved, 

then they will depart from the 

area. 

The homeless population, in-

cluding those who live in cars 

and shelters, stands at an aver-

age number of 1,800 just in Sa-

lem. This number seems to be 

increasing and most plans to 

create a “fix” to this problem, 

have been shown to only be 

temporary situations.  

“We can expect the situation to 

continue to get worse in the 

near future,” said Jimmy Jones, 

executive director of the Mid-

Willamette Valley Community 

Action Agency, which offers 

services to the homeless. “As a 

community, we have ignored both 

the grave human and economic 

consequences of chronic street 

homelessness for too long.” 

There was, at one time, an organi-

zation that gave out free meals to 

the homeless underneath the Mar-

ion Street Bridge. Authorities 

have made it to where allowing 

free meals under the bridge is no 

longer allowed. For me, personal-

ly, this takes a toll on my feelings. 

I used to live in Monmouth, Ore-

gon, which is almost 15 miles 

from Salem. Constantly, my fami-

ly and I traveled to and from Sa-

lem and we drove past the Marion 

Street Bridge plenty of times and 

saw these homeless people being 

fed. There were a whole lot of 

them that hung out around the 

park right next to the bridge, 

mainly for the shelter that was 

provided. 

Coming out of grocery store park-

ing lots and other places, we saw 

groups of people huddled. There 

were also multiple roads that the-

se people would stand at the 

end of holding signs and 

asking for help. I have given 

plenty of times to these peo-

ple in need, but it never 

seems to be enough. 

We, as a state, need to come 

up with a bigger plan on 

helping out with this home-

less epidemic. Everything 

that we have come up with 

has only been a temporary 

solution, but we need to 

have long-term goals. Some 

say that 2020 is our year to 

put new ideas to the test. 

Hopefully, this works out 

because whether or not their 

problem was their fault, the-

se homeless people need a 

push in a better direction on 

getting their life back to-

gether. Salem needs to pro-

vide this leg up towards the 

bettering of our state. 

Underneath 

the Marion 

Street Bridge in 

Salem, Oregon. 
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Mar-

shall 

hustles 

down 

the 

court. 

Zoe receives a pass. Marcus gets the rebound. 

Cameron executes the offense. Nice steal, Abby! 

Who’s that guy cheering with 

Tora?! 

Jessica shows no mercy on 

offense. 

Oh, it’s Auggie! 


