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Dear Parents and Community Members: 

 
We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report (AER) which 

provides key information on the 2013-2014 educational progress for 
Galesburg-Augusta Primary School.  The AER addresses the complex 
reporting information required by federal and state laws.  The school’s report 

contains information about student assessment, Adequate Yearly Progress 
(AYP) and teacher quality.  If you have any questions about the AER, please 

contact the building principal for assistance. 
 
The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following 

web site www.g-aschools.org or you may review a copy from the principal’s 
office at the primary school. 

 
For 2013-2014, Galesburg-Augusta Primary School made Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) in English language arts and mathematics.  While we are 

pleased to have reached this important goal, we are continuously working to 
improve.  We appreciate the continued support of parents, staff and our 

community in this effort. 
 
State law requires that we also report additional information.  Students that 

live within our district boundaries are enrolled in our schools.  In addition, we 
received students from the Schools of Choice guidelines and 105 c students.   

 
The district currently has four initiatives in place in order to increase student 
achievement: Professional Learning Communities, the use of timely and 

meaningful data to drive instruction and decision making, systemic and direct 
interventions for students who need extra support, and Positive Behavior 

Supports.  Steps were taken in the 2013-2014 school year to implement 
these initiatives, and staff will continue with them this school year.  Just a 

few of these were as follows:  time scheduled for PLC meetings at grade 
level, the creation of data walls for informed decision-making by all 
stakeholders, an established Pyramid of Interventions with continued 
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coordination across school programming (MTSS), and modifications to math 
instruction program K-12 with curriculum aligned to Common Core State 

Standards (CCSS). 
 

English Language Arts and Math will begin moving to the Common Core State 
Standards this school year.  Their work started over the summer and will 
continue this school year.  They can be found at www.corestandards.org as 

well as by stopping by the main office at the primary school.  Teachers are 
being asked to indicate each standard as it is being addressed in daily 

instruction as teachers work to ensure that the curriculums will align with the 
new CCSS.  Updated national standards for other core subject areas are not 
yet available. 

 
All parents of our 428 students have the opportunity for a scheduled 

appointment with classroom teachers for conferences twice a year, once in 
November and once in February. We had over 95% parent/guardian 
participation during conferences in 2013/2014. Parents/Guardians are also 

encouraged to attend an Open House prior to the beginning of the school 
year to create a partnership for student success.  

 
As with all primary schools in the state of Michigan, our students in grades 3 

& 4 take the MEAP test in October of every year. The percentage of students’ 
proficient (Levels 1 and 2) for the past 2 years as compared to the state 
average in 2013 are included below: 

 
Subject 2012  2013  2014 __Grade 3 

Math  33.0  34.0  33.0 
State  36.3  40.9  40.1 
Female 30.0  38.0  38.5 

Male   35.0  30.0  28.8 
 

Reading 65.0  70.0  65.9 
State  62.4  66.5  61.3 
Female 79.0  68.0  66.7 

Male  55.0  73.0  65.4 
 

Subject 2012  2013  2014 __Grade 4 
Math  34.0  34.0  34.8 
State  39.9  44.9  45.3 

Female 26.0  34.0  41.5 
Male   41.0  34.0  29.4 

 
Reading 72.0  71.0  68.1 
State  67.7  68.1  70.0 

Female 77.0  78.0  78.0 
Male  68.0  67.0  60.0 

 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/
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Subject 2012  2013  2014 __Grade 4 

Writing 38.0  37.0  30.8 
State  44.5  46.7  50.5 

Female 49.0  59.0  43.9 
Male  28.0  22.0  20.0 
 

Our district is undertaking a K-12 initiative to improve writing scores. We will 
begin with an emphasis on argumentative writing, working on the creation of 

common assessment rubrics, implementing common language, instructional 
practices and expectations across all grade levels. We have created a 
program called “P.E.E.P.S.” writing which provides a common vocabulary to 

be used across the grade levels for teaching process writing. Of course the 
major focus will be on aligning our curriculum with the CCSS. 

 
The primary school, district and all of its stakeholders share in the success of 
our primary students and for that I congratulate everyone. It was wonderful to 

see the primary school meet AYP for 2013/2014 and I hope that we are able to 
use that accomplishment as a spring board to improved student achievement 

during the 2014/2015 school year.  Please do not hesitate to call if you have any 
comments, questions, or concerns regarding this report. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Dr. Garth Cooper 

Galesburg-Augusta Primary School Principal 
269-484-2040 

 

 

 

 

 

 


