
A Valentine’s Day confession: Why NT educators love 

their jobs 

I Love… 

…focusing on developing our students into well-rounded members of society. I love that we value and 

reward more than academic achievement. I love that our students are always willing to offer a helping 

hand. I love that our students choose to come here. I love stumbling across those random topics that make 

a student light up with passion. I love how our students go out of their way to say hello when they see you 

around the school or in the community. I love the support the teachers all offer to each other.   

 

…having a front row seat in watching students grow... Yes I try to teach them some History and English... 

But perhaps even more importantly I get to watch them develop into morally sound individuals who can 

positively influence the world around them... And I feel very satisfied if I can contribute in some small 

way to help this happen. 

 

… forming a bond with the students and helping to guide them with life lessons, career advice, and 

helping them learn in ways that work for them.  Every single one of last year's seniors that graduated keep 

in touch with me on a regular basis and still ask for advice, I love that :-)  

 

I have been teaching a very long time, and I have taught preschool, elementary school, high school, and 

college students preparing to be teachers. It is all I have ever wanted to do.  As teachers, we teach, but we 

also learn.  I have learned so much in this journey.   The opportunity to teach, especially here in our ECE 

program, is the opportunity to watch high school students grow into Early Childhood Educators.  Every 

day is a new experience! 

 

…getting to know my students' interests and playing off their senses of humor. When you can laugh 

through the day, it makes work fun!  

…The diverse students 

…My wonderful co-workers 

…The Elegant Chef 

  

…when you see the aha moment on your students’ faces after practicing tasks and they realize they 

finally “got it”!! It never gets old!  

 …helping students see the options that are open to them in the world.  

… helping students learn to enter into a profession that I am passionate about.  There is no greater 

purpose in life than to enable others to know they can be successful and make an impact on the world 

around them.  

 



…making a difference in the lives of other people... that somehow their lives might be better because I 

was their teacher and helped them to reach their full potential.  

 

… learning with my students, I get as much from them as they do from me and that is beautiful. 

 

 

…the relationships that are built with students, families, and staff. I am not coming to teach and work 

with strangers, but an extended family. 

 

 

…working with students day in and day out, year after year makes me a better person. I meet and become 

part of their lives, molding them into young adults and helping them prepare for the world. We engage 

one another and encourage each other while we go through our educational experience together!   

 

 

…that teaching is a sacred oath responsibility. 

I love to see student's 'light' turn on as they discover, for themselves, their interest in the world and the 

people and places found within it.  

 

 

… seeing students have "ah ha" moments in class. Those moments of realization when they connect the 

content to previous knowledge, experience or everyday life. It is an inspiring moment for both of us. The 

more I can make those moments happen the richer the physics experience is.  

 

 

… the opportunity to share information and passion about my career and my path that lead me here. It is 

so rewarding to me, as I present chapter by chapter, the knowledge and awareness that some students 

obtain in their chosen technical area and see them perform tasks that in the beginning, they could not 

finish or even think that they could do. When they finally understand, the look on their faces is priceless 

as they beam with pride. 

 

 

… working with my class officers, and showing them different ways of bringing people together, setting 

goals and giving them a voice, as well as learning how to plan.  

 

 

…to hear some of the students' different perspectives on subjects we are discussing as they can be 

intelligent and humorous!  

 

 

…to connect students, as well as teachers, to the joy, power and meaning of art. Art is the basis for 

everything, including math, history, engineering, language, and helps build a bridge between these 

subjects. 

When I see a student applying and making a connection to other areas, my heart fills with happiness. 

I LOVE MY JOB!!!  

 

 

…sharing with students the knowledge that I have internalized over so many years. I can appreciate and 

understand it anew from their perspective.  By teaching I learn something new every day.   



 

 

…watching my students' faces light up when they understand how to do something new in class.  

 

 

…watching young people blossom into young adults!  

 

 

… watching a student experience that "aha!" moment...when the light bulb goes on and they 'get it'. I also 

love when former students share what they're doing with the foundation they built here. We really are just 

the beginning of the story.  

 

… learning from my students as much as they learn from me. I appreciate the opportunity to get to spend 

time with kids and understand them as a person and their preferred learning style. It makes me better 

equipped to differentiate my instructional practice in Biology. 

 

…the moments when my students accomplish more than they thought they could and are proud! I also 

like to teach them to think critically about the world around them to make independent choices later in 

their lives. 

 

…the moment when students understand a concept and they can take pride in demonstrating their new 

knowledge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


