
 

West Central Community Schools 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes 
Monday, March 18, 2019 at 6:30 pm 
Board Members: Chad Ingels, President; Mary Ann Munger, Vice President; Nichole Recker and Marcia Streif;  Others attending: Fred Matlage, Superintendent; Josh 
Bahr, Pk-12 Principal and Beth Weepie, Board Secretary  Absent:   Lyle Bushkofsky, Board member. 
 
President Ingels called the meeting to order in the media center at 6:32 pm. 
Motion was made by Recker, second by Munger to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 4-0. 
Motion was made by Munger, second by Streif to approve the Consent Agenda.   Items on the Consent Agenda are:  Minutes of February 18, 2019, monthly financial 
reports, monthly bills.  Motion carried 4-0. 
Julie George presented information on the STEM program and a class trip that the 8th grade would like to take to Valley Fair.   
 
Motion was made by Munger, second by Recker to approve the 8th Grade physics class to go to Valley Fair for class trip.  Motion carried 4-0.   
 
Resignations:  Motion was made by Streif second by Recker to approve the resignation of Jordan Greco as Head Girls Basketball Coach.  Motion carried 4-0. 
Contracts:  Motion was made by Munger second by Recker to approve the hire of Thomas Trainer as the 9-12 Science teacher for the 2019-20 School year with a 
salary of : BA, Step 2 $35,293 
Mr. Trainer was interviewed by several staff members, and was overwhelmingly supportive of the job offer. 
Board proceeded through the discussion tool exercise from the “At the Board Table” tool provided by IASB. 
Superintendent’s Report:   We have received the preliminary audit report we will present the report at the April or May Meeting. The “funnel” for the legislative 
session was March 8.  The next “funnel” is April 5th. 
So far, Changes to Financial Literacy, Praxis Changes, retired peace officers as driver's education instructors, peace officers license to carry on school grounds have 
passed the funnel deadline. A bill that is gaining steam in the legislature is HF 673 which would require Radon testing every five-year by a certified Radon 
Professional.  Mitigation would be required if results were warranted.  If needed, this is already a PPEL/SAVE expenditure. If you speak to any legislators, the 
bipartisan support for the SAVE extension seems to be fading over time.  Let them know you support the extension. It has passed the House, and it picked up a few 
more votes than last year.  Now it goes to the Senate. Word is there is still bipartisan support but it has not been placed on the calendar. At a Superintendent’s 
meeting, the AEA discussed how they would support districts with the creation of therapeutic classrooms and the formation of consortiums for mental health/social 
worker with one being shared by the consortium schools.  WC will be giving the new ISASP state assessments in the coming weeks. Schools have the option to give 
the tests from March through May.  The Department of Education released the graduation rate for the state of Iowa.  Here is the data for West Central:   2018 class 4 
year cohort graduation rate:  100% 2017 class 5 year cohort graduation rate:  100%. 
  
The dropout window for a school year begins on certified enrollment count day (October 1, 2017) of that school year and ends on the day before certified enrollment 
count day the following year (September 30, 2018). 
Your District Dropout data are:  Number of grade 7-12 dropouts in 2017-18:  Number of grade 9-12 dropouts in 2017-18:   
Grade 7-12 dropout rate in 2017-18:  0%Grade 9-12 dropout rate in 2017-18:  0% Principal Bahr gave his report to the board which included: Parent-Teacher 
Conferences were February 26th and 28th.  Attendance for the conferences were PK-6th 95% and 7th-12th 38%.  PK-6th and 7th-12th teachers continued work on 
the SAMI tool and process.  AEA staff supported the day as we dug into ESSA designation, school performance profile data, and action planning. Computer Science 
training will take place in the month of June for three staff members.  This training is a week in length and is funded through a grant.  Staff will utilize the training to 
design coursework for middle school/high school students and continue to improve STEM and coding offerings in the elementary.  Students in grades 3rd-11th began 
taking the ISASP assessment on Monday, March 18th.  Mr. Molumby, Mrs. Tyler, and Mr. Heinemeyer collaborated regularly in the last month to ensure we’re 
prepared to begin the delivery of the assessments.  Staff took practice tests to familiarize themselves with the administration, test security, tools, and test the 
infrastructure.  Track and golf practices are underway. 9 are out for boys track, 7 for girls track, 1 for boys’ golf and 10 for girls’ golf.   PK-K Open House was Thursday, 
March 14th from 5-7pm.  We had many families in the building to visit teachers and classrooms.  As of Friday morning we are at 19 for PK in the fall.  I will keep you 
updated. The fine arts department has been busy this past month.  Many were pleased with the combined choir and band concert.  The WC Foundation supported 
the evening with cookies, juice, and coffee with has been a delight.  Mr. Molumby and the speech department have had many contests on consecutive weekends.  
Exciting things have been happening in our Fine Arts Department.  During the week of March 24th we will have the STEMi in our parking lot from Hawkeye 
Community College.  We are planning two evenings to invite the community into the building and district.  The elementary will have a Literacy/STEMi night on 
Thursday, March 28th and the MS/HS is planning a separate evening to ensure everyone has an opportunity to interact with the STEMi.   A team will be going to the 
Des Moines to present our charter renewal application to the DOE on March 28th.   
Motion was made by Recker, second by Munger to approve Lois Tyler to transport the payroll information to Maynard Savings Bank each month.  Motion carried 4-0. 
Motion was made by Streif, second by Recker to set the 2019-2020 budget hearing for April 10, 2019 at 5:00 pm. Motion carried 4-0. 
Motion was made by Streif, second by Recker to approve the agreement with Timberline Billing Service for 2019-2020 for Medicaid billing.     Motion carried 4-0. 
Motion was made by Munger, second by Recker to accept the letter of intent to negotiate from WCEA.  Motion carried 4-0. 
Motion was made by Recker second by Streif to go into closed exempt session.  Roll call vote: Ayes: Munger, Recker, Streif and Ingels. Nayes:  None.   Motion carried 
4-0. 
Motion Munger, second by Streif to come out of closed session @ 9:06 pm.  Roll call vote: Ayes: Munger, Recker, Ingels and Streif.  Nayes:  None.  Motion carried 4-0. 
Motion was made by Munger second by Streif to adjourn the meeting at 9:09 pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Beth Weepie 
Board Secretary 
 
*These minutes are considered unofficial until final approval by the West Central Board of Education. 


