
MINUTES 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – ISD #361 
INTERNATIONAL FALLS, MINNESOTA 

Wednesday, October 6, 2010 
Falls High School Library 

7:30  a.m. 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting called to order by Chairperson Hebner at 7:37 a.m. 
 
2. ROLL CALL:  Members present were M. Lassila, W. Kostiuk, G. Dault and M. Hebner.  

Members absent were S. Nordquist and D. Wagner.  Also in attendance was 
Superintendent J. Peura.  
 

3. AGENDA APPROVAL 
Moved by W. Kostiuk, seconded by g. Dault to approve the agenda as presented.  
Motion carried by a  unanimous vote. 

 
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
5. ADOPT A RESOLUTION FOR EXCLUSION OF ENROLLMENT OF STUDENT “X” 

 
Member M. Lassila introduced the following resolution and moved as follows:  
 
RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE “STUDENT X” FOR THE 2010-2011 SCHOOL YEAR 
 

WHEREAS, “Student X” began the 2010-2011 school year enrolled as a tenth-grade 
student in the Chisago Lakes School District.  

WHEREAS, on September 8, 2010, while still a student at the Chisago Lakes School 
District, “Student X” possessed and distributed pills that were identified to be Ambien, to 
another student(s).  

WHEREAS, the mother of “Student X” and a Chisago Lakes School District official 
(Sara Johnson) acknowledged to International Falls School District Principal, Timothy 
Everson, that “Student X” possessed and distributed Ambien at the Chisago Lakes School 
District.   

WHEREAS, on September 13, 2010 “Student X” and his mother executed an 
agreement entitled “Withdrawal Agreement” which provided that as a result of the possession 
and distribution of the pills that were identified to be Ambien to another student(s), “Student 
X” would withdraw from the Chisago Lakes School District and would not seek to enroll 
there again until the start of the 2011-2012 school year, in return for which, the Chisago Lakes 
School District agreed to not expel “Student X” from school.  

WHEREAS, had “Student X” been a student of the International Falls School District 
and engaged in the conduct of possessing and distributing prescription drugs such as Ambien, 
he would have been proposed for expulsion from the school district.  

WHEREAS, the International Falls School Board believes that as a tenth-grade student, 
who is not a special needs student, “Student X” has the capacity to comprehend that the 
possession and distribution of prescription drugs, such as Ambien, to another student(s) is 
improper, dangerous and would subject him to discipline.  

WHEREAS, the International Falls School Board believes that even straight-A students 
or students with clean disciplinary records can sometimes engage in behavior that warrants 



expulsion or exclusion. Due to the severity of the offense of possessing and distributing 
prescriptions drugs, the prior grades or behavioral record of “Student X” are immaterial, as 
“Student X” would have been proposed for expulsion for the same conduct had it occurred at 
the International Falls School District regardless of his grades or behavioral record.  

WHEREAS, this school board adopts the Findings of Fact, Conclusions and 
Recommendation of the Hearing Officer, John F. Cope, dated October 1, 2010.  

WHEREAS, “Student X”, his mother and alleged father all received proper and 
required notice of the proposed exclusion of “Student X” from the International Falls School 
District.  

WHEREAS, the “Notice of Proposed Exclusion” that was served upon “Student X” 
and his mother and alleged father advised them of the date, time and location of the hearing. 
No appearance was made at the hearing by any of the above-named individuals.  

WHEREAS, the mother of “Student X” communicated with Superintendent Jeffrey 
Peura via an email whereby she stated that she was waiving the right to an exclusion hearing. 
However, “Student X”, his mother and his alleged father refused to sign the “Waiver of Right 
to Hearing and Consent to Exclusion” which is required to effectively waive the right to said 
hearing. 

WHEREAS, the “Notice of Proposed Exclusion” apprised “Student X” and his mother 
and father of the following rights: A). The right to have legal counsel present at the exclusion 
hearing; B). The right to examine educational records; C). The right to present evidence and 
cross-examine witnesses called by the school district; D). The right to have the hearing 
scheduled at a time and place reasonably convenient to them; E). That free or low cost legal 
assistance may be available to them and a list of resources was available from the Minnesota 
Department of Education; F). The right to compel the attendance of any official, employee, or 
agent of the school district; G). All other rights set forth in the “Notice of Proposed 
Exclusion” and the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, which was attached to said notice.  

WHEREAS, Independent Hearing Officer, John F. Cope concluded that “Student X” 
violated school rules, regulations, and policies while a student at the Chisago Lakes School 
District and that these same activities would be a violation of rules, regulations, and policies at 
the International Falls School District.  

WHEREAS, the International Falls School District’s Student Handbook, Board Policy 
516.3 regarding Chemical Use and Abuse, Board Policy 418 regarding a Drug Free 
Workplace/Drug Free School and Board Policy 506 regarding Student Discipline all address 
rules and policies of Independent School District No. 361, International Falls, respecting 
drugs, health and safety of students and employees and respecting consequences for violation 
of rules and policy. 

WHEREAS, the Independent Hearing Officer, John F. Cope concluded that the 
conduct of possessing and distributing a prescription drug that was identified as Ambien 
would materially and substantially affect and disrupt rights of other students if said conduct 
occurred at the International Falls School District.  

WHEREAS, the school board of the International Falls School District also relies on 
the following controlling facts found in the record to support its belief that there is substantial 
evidence that “Student X” engaged in the conduct of possessing and distributing the 
prescription drug Ambien, which would materially and substantially affect and disrupt the 
rights of other students if said conduct occurred in the International Falls School District and 
that said conduct would interfere with the rights of students and employees at the International 
Falls School District to a safe and healthy educational environment:  

1). During the 2009-2010 school year there was an incident at the International Falls 
School District whereby students had possessed and distributed the prescription drug 
known as Ambien. The students that possessed and distributed the prescription drug 
known as Ambien were expelled from the International Falls School District.  



2). There are serious medical/ health risks present if students are taking medications 
that are not prescribed for them. For example, there was an incident during the 2009-
2010 school year at the International Falls School District where a student ingested the 
prescription drug Ambien, when said drug was not prescribed for said student. Said 
student went into convulsions and was transported to the hospital following ingestion of 
the Ambien.  
3). The mother of “Student X” admitted to International Falls High School Principal, 
Timothy Everson, that a student in the Chisago Lakes School District also had gone to 
the hospital after ingesting the prescription drug known as Ambien.  
4). Superintendent Jeffrey Peura testified that drug distribution would result in a total 
disruption of the educational process and would have an adverse impact upon the 
ability of the school district to provide a safe learning environment.   
WHEREAS, the school board of the International Falls School District also relies on 

the following controlling facts set forth in the preceding paragraph to support its belief that 
there is substantial evidence that “Student X” engaged in conduct in possessing and 
distributing the prescription drug Ambien that would endanger the pupil at issue or 
surrounding persons.  

WHEREAS, the record reflects that the mother and alleged father of  “Student X” 
have ignored repeated requests from the International Falls School District for legal 
documentation that would show the custodial rights of the alleged father. Without said 
documentation the International Falls School District could not enroll “Student X”, even if 
they desired to do so.  

WHEREAS, the record reflects that the International Falls School District attempted to 
provide “Student X” with alternative education services via homebound instruction to be 
provided at a public library (for the safety of the female homebound instructor) as it has done 
in the past with other students, but “Student X’s” mother would not agree to said services 
being provided at the public library.     

WHEREAS, the school board recognizes that the obligation to provide alternative 
educational services may ultimately rest with the Chisago Lakes School District, rather than 
with the International Falls School District.  

WHEREAS, the school board believes that the exclusion of  “Student X” for the 2010-
2011 school year is consistent and fair when compared to the punishment of the students that 
were expelled during the 2009-2010 school year from the International Falls School District 
for possessing and distributing the very same prescription drug, Ambien.  

WHEREAS, “Student X” has enrolled and is attending school in the Indus School 
District.  

BE IT RESOLVED, by the school board of Independent School District No. 361, 
International Falls, that “Student X” be excluded from attending school at Independent School 
District No. 361, International Falls, for the 2010-2011 school year.   

BE IT RESOLVED, that the motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was 
duly seconded by W. Kostiuk and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in 
favor thereof: M. Lassila, W. Kostiuk, D. Dault and M. Hebner 
and the following voted against the same:  none 
Whereupon, said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.  

Dated: October 6, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 



6. ADJOURNMENT 
Moved by W. Kostiuk, seconded by G. Dault to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 a.m.  
Motion carried by a  unanimous vote. 
 
 
     Attest: _________________ 
      Stuart Nordquist - Clerk 

  


