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Making Sense of Educational Acronyms 
 
Resource Purpose: This document is intended for use with stakeholders in your school who see or hear these “letter” 

combinations and need some quick way to make sense of educational jargon. Some organizations may use variations of these 
acronyms and/or create their own for local purposes.  
 

Resource Non-Purpose: This document is not intended as regulatory, legal guidance. Always check current websites, policy, 

and/or state and federal guidance for updates applying to general and special education. Note: Information under “What is the 
purpose/origin?” column was obtained from the website(s) listed for each acronym in June 2011. 

Acronym: a word formed from the initial letters of a multi-word name, such as WAC for Women’s Army Corps, or by combining 

initial letters or parts of a series of words, such as radar for radio detecting and ranging. Note: Acronyms change over time and/or 
fall out of favor. For example, some organizations might have the same “acronym” identifier; however, the original “stands for” is no 
longer appropriate and not used today. 

 

        
Acron

ym 

 Stands for . .  What is the purpose/origin? 

A    

1.  4 Plus Secondary Transitional Education 
Program (Fifth Year H.S. Program) 

 

2.  504 Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973 

 

 AA Affirmative Action Employment programs required by federal statutes and regulations designed to remedy 
discriminatory practices in hiring minority group members; i.e., positive steps designed to 
eliminate existing and continuing discrimination, to remedy lingering effects of past 
discrimination, and to create systems and procedures to prevent future discrimination; 
commonly based on population percentages of minority groups in a particular area. 
Factors considered are race, color, sex, creed, and age.  
http://legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/affirmative+action 
 
The term “affirmative action” was first introduced by President Kennedy in 1961 as a 
method of redressing discrimination that had persisted in spite of civil rights laws and 
constitutional guarantees. It was developed and enforced for the first time by President 
Johnson. “This is the next and more profound stage of the battle for civil rights,” Johnson 
asserted. “We seek… not just equality as a right and a theory, but equality as a fact and 
as a result.” 
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/affirmative1.html 
 

3.  ABA Applied Behavioral Analysis Practitioners of applied behavior analysis (ABA) aim to improve socially important 
behavior by using interventions that are based upon principles of learning theory and that 
have been evaluated in experiments using reliable and objective measurement. ABA 
methods are intended to support persons with autism spectrum disorders in many ways: 

● To increase behaviors (e.g. to increase on-task behavior, or social interactions) 
and to teach new skills (e.g., life skills, communication skills, or social skills);To 
maintain behaviors (e.g., self-control and self-procedures to maintain and 
generalize job-related social skills); 

● To generalize or to transfer behavior from one situation or response to another 
(e.g., from completing assignments in the resource room to performing as well 
in the mainstream classroom); 

● To restrict or narrow conditions under which interfering behaviors occur (e.g., 
modifying the learning environment); and 

● To reduce interfering behaviors (e.g., self-injury or stereotypy). 
http://www.asatonline.org/intervention/treatments/applied.htm 
 

4.  ACT  Originally, “ACT” stood for American 
College Testing.  

ACT is an independent, not-for-profit organization that provides more than a hundred 
assessment, research, information, and program management services in the broad 
areas of education and workforce development. The official name of the organization was 
shortened to simply “ACT” in 1996.  
http://www.actstudent.org/ 
 

http://legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/affirmative+action
http://legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/affirmative+action
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/people/A0827379.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0760620.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0760620.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/affirmative1.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/affirmative1.html
http://www.asatonline.org/intervention/treatments/applied.htm
http://www.asatonline.org/intervention/treatments/applied.htm
http://www.act.org/aboutact/education.html
http://www.act.org/aboutact/workdev.html
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/
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American College Testing (ACT) designed the ACT Assessments to measure high school 
students’ general educational development and ability to succeed at the college level. A 
composite ACT score measures overall educational development and is based on 
assessments for English, mathematics, reading, and science reasoning. In 2006, 65% of 
Iowa high school graduates took the ACT and received an average composite score of 
22.1, the third highest in the nation among states where 50% or more students took the 
test.  
 
For more information on how Iowa students do on the ACT, visit the Education Statistics 
website to view The Annual Condition of Education Report: 
http://www.iowa.gov/educate/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=
646 
 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1087&Itemid=1176 
 

5.  ADA Americans with Disabilities Act The ADA prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability in employment, State and local 
government, public accommodations, commercial facilities, transportation, and 
telecommunications. It also applies to the United States Congress. 
 
To be protected by the ADA, one must have a disability or have a relationship or 
association with an individual with a disability. An individual with a disability is defined by 
the ADA as a person who has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits 
one or more major life activities, a person who has a history or record of such an 
impairment, or a person who is perceived by others as having such an impairment. The 
ADA does not specifically name all of the impairments that are covered. 
 http://www.ada.gov/ 
 

6.  ADD, 
ADHD 

Attention Deficit Disorder, Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 

Many people use the term ADD as a generic term for all types of AD/HD.  The term ADD 
has gained popularity among IS IT ADD?  OR ADHD?  WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?  
 
The difference is mainly one of terminology, which can be confusing at times.  The 
“official” clinical diagnosis is Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, or AD/HD.  In turn, 
AD/HD is broken down into three different subtypes: Combined Type, Predominantly 
Inattentive Type, and Predominantly Hyperactive-Impulsive Type. Whether we call it ADD 
or AD/HD, however, we are all basically referring to the same thing. 
 
AD/HD is a diagnosis applied to children and adults who consistently display certain 
characteristic behaviors over a period of time. The most common core features include: 

● distractibility (poor sustained attention to tasks)  

● impulsivity (impaired impulse control and delay of gratification)  

● hyperactivity (excessive activity and physical restlessness)  
http://www.add.org/?page=ADHD_Fact_Sheet 
 

7. A ADL Activities of Daily Living (Eating, 
Dressing, Hygiene) 

 

8.  AE Age Equivalent The age equivalent is a type of test score that is calculated based on the age that an 
average person earns a given score within the tested population. For example, a 4th grade 
student may earn a score on an exam that is the age equivalent of a 5th grade student 
because the average student earns that score in the 5th grade. 
http://www.education.com/definition/age-equivalent/ 
 

9.  AEA Area Education Agency Iowa has nine area education agencies (AEAs). The AEAs function as an intermediate 
service unit and assist the Department of Education in providing services and support to 

school districts and to schools. Visit the official Iowa AEA website for more information. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=527&Itemid=550 
 
History: 
In the spring of 1974, the Iowa Legislature passed House File 1163 establishing Iowa’s 15 
area education agencies with the same service areas as the merged area schools 
(community colleges). The AEA’s as they came to be called, began operating July 1, 
1975. 
http://www.iowaaea.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/About%20AEAs%3E%3Ehistory 
 

10.  AEPS Assessment, Evaluation, and 
Programming System for Infants 
and Children 

AEPS is a curriculum-based assessment for all children birth to 6 years that gives every 
child the best chance to make real progress toward developmental and IFSP/IEP goals—
and OSEP Child Outcomes. 
http://www.aepsinteractive.com/ 
 

http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1087&Itemid=1176
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1087&Itemid=1176
http://www.ada.gov/
http://www.ada.gov/
http://www.add.org/?page=ADHD_Fact_Sheet
http://www.add.org/?page=ADHD_Fact_Sheet
http://www.education.com/definition/age-equivalent/
http://www.education.com/definition/age-equivalent/
http://www.iowaaea.org/
http://educateiowa/
http://www.iowaaea.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/About%20AEAs%3E%3EHistory
http://www.iowaaea.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/About%20AEAs%3E%3EHistory
http://www.aepsinteractive.com/
http://www.aepsinteractive.com/


 

Page 3 of 31 
 

Note: GPAEA uses this to track/monitor progress for children receiving Early ACCESS 
services. 
 

11.  AFO Ankle Foot Orthoses  

12.  AIG Annual Improvement Goal Annual Improvement Goals (AIG) are yearly targets that school districts must establish to 
fulfill Iowa Chapter 12 regulations.  
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=94:what-is-
the-difference-between-amo-goals-and-aig-goals 
 
 

13.  AIW Authentic Intellectual Work The goal of this [Iowa Department of Education] professional development initiative is 
increase student learning by engaging students in authentic intellectual work. Authentic 
Intellectual Work (AIW) is defined by three criteria-construction of knowledge, through 
disciplined inquiry, to produce discourse, products, and performance that have value 
beyond school. The AIW framework establishes criteria for teaching that: 

● maximize expectations of intellectual challenge for all students, 

● increase student interest in academic work, 

● supports teachers’ taking time to teach for in-depth understanding, rather than 
superficial coverage of materials, 

● provide a common conception of student intellectual work that promotes 
professional community among teachers of different grade levels and subjects, 
and 

● most important, equip students to address the complex intellectual challenges 
of work, civic participation, and managing personal affairs in the contemporary 
world. 

http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1767:authentic-
intellectual-work-aiw&catid=449:content-areas&Itemid=2845 
 
Note: Iowa school participation in this initiative is voluntary. 

14.  ALJ Administrative Law Judge  

15.  AMO Annual Measurable Objective Annual Measurable Objectives are yearly targets that will be used to compare student 
proficiency at the school building, district, and state levels for making Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) decisions to meet No Child Left Behind (NCLB) accountability provisions. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=94:what-is-
the-difference-between-amo-goals-and-aig-goals 
 
The state’s Annual Measurable Objectives (AMO) represent a minimum percentage of 
students who meet or exceed the proficient level by grade and subject areas (reading and 
mathematics). The AMO targets increase every three years from 2001-2002 to 2009- 
2010. Beginning in 2010-2011 to 2013-2016, AMO targets will increase every year. The 
AMO by subject area and grade are the same throughout the state for each public school 
and each student subgroup. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=652&Itemid=1317 
 

16.  AP Advanced Placement AP courses/tests are offered through the College Board. 
More than 90 percent of four-year colleges in the United States and colleges in more than 
60 other countries give students credit, advanced placement or both on the basis of AP 
Exam scores. By entering college with AP credits, you'll have the time to move into upper 
level courses, pursue a double-major or study abroad. 
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/about.html 
 
In Iowa, there were 9,833 AP exams taken by 6,607 students in 2006. The Advanced 
Placement (AP) Program, sponsored by the College Board, currently offers more than 35 
courses in 20 subject areas. The AP courses are taught by highly-qualified high school 
teachers who use the AP Course Descriptions to guide them and AP examinations are 
offered once a year in May by the College Board. AP provides secondary school students 
the opportunity to take college-level courses in a high school setting. 
 
For more information on how Iowa students do on the AP Exams, visit the Education 
Statistics website to view The Annual Condition of Education Report: 
http://www.iowa.gov/educate/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=
646 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1087&Itemid=1176 
 

17.  APR Annual Progress Report In order to satisfy the requirements for reporting annual progress toward state and federal 
indicators, school districts and non-public schools in Iowa complete an Annual Progress 
Report (APR) due to the Iowa Department of Education by September 15 each year. 

http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=94:what-is-the-difference-between-amo-goals-and-aig-goals
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=94:what-is-the-difference-between-amo-goals-and-aig-goals
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=94:what-is-the-difference-between-amo-goals-and-aig-goals
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=94:what-is-the-difference-between-amo-goals-and-aig-goals
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=94:what-is-the-difference-between-amo-goals-and-aig-goals
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=94:what-is-the-difference-between-amo-goals-and-aig-goals
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=94:what-is-the-difference-between-amo-goals-and-aig-goals
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=94:what-is-the-difference-between-amo-goals-and-aig-goals
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=652&Itemid=1317
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=652&Itemid=1317
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/about.html
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/about.html
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APRs include information regarding academic proficiency, academic goals, dropouts, 
graduation rates, attendance rates, and post-secondary data. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=298&Itemid=368 
 
Note: Iowa AEAs are also required to submit annual progress reports pursuant to 281—
IAC Chapter 72. 
 

18.  AR Accelerated Reader  

19.  ARRA American Recovery & Reinvestment 
Act 

On Feb. 17, 2009, Congress passed the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 at the urging of President Obama, who signed it into law four days later. A direct 
response to the economic crisis, the Recovery Act has [had] three immediate goals: 

● Create new jobs and save existing ones 

● Spur economic activity and invest in long-term growth 

● Foster unprecedented levels of accountability and transparency in government 
spending 

http://www.recovery.gov/About/Pages/The_Act.aspx 
 
Note: ARRA funds run out the end of the FY2011. 
 

20.  ASCD Association of Supervision & 
Curriculum Development 

 

21.  ASD Autism Spectrum Disorder What is an autism spectrum disorder? 
 
Different people with autism can have very different symptoms.  Health care providers 
think of autism as a “spectrum” disorder, a group of disorders with similar features.  One 
person may have mild symptoms, while another may have serious symptoms.  But they 
both have an autism spectrum disorder.  

● Currently, the autism spectrum disorder category includes: 

● Autistic disorder (also called “classic” autism) 

● Asperger syndrome 

● Pervasive Developmental Disorder Not Otherwise Specified (or atypical autism) 
http://www.nichd.nih.gov/health/topics/asd.cfm 
 

22.  ASL American Sign Language American Sign Language (ASL) is a complete, complex language that employs signs 
made with the hands and other movements, including facial expressions and postures of 
the body. It is the first language of many deaf North Americans, and one of several 
communication options available to deaf people. ASL is said to be the fourth most 
commonly used language in the United States. 
http://www.nidcd.nih.gov/health/hearing/asl.asp 
 

23.  ASVAB Armed Services Vocational Aptitude 
Battery 

The ASVAB is a multiple-aptitude battery that measures developed abilities and helps 
predict future academic and occupational success in the military. It is administered 
annually to more than one million military applicants, high school, and post-secondary 
students. 
The ASVAB was introduced in 1968. 
Over 40 million examinees have taken the ASVAB since then.  
http://www.official-asvab.com/ 
 

24. A AT Assistive Technology It has been estimated that 54 million people or 20.6 percent of all Americans have some 
level of disability. 
 
Assistive technology (AT) can be defined as any item, piece of equipment, or product 
system, whether acquired commercially off the shelf, modified, or customized, that is used 
to increase, maintain, or improve the functional capabilities of individuals with disabilities. 
(29 U.S.C. Sec 2202(2)). 
http://standards.gov/standards_gov/assistiveTechnology.cfm 
 

25.  AT Autism  

26.  AYG Adequate Yearly Growth The U.S. Department of Education has approved the Iowa Department of Education’s 
application to use a growth model to partially determine if students across Iowa are 
making progress toward academic proficiency. Iowa is immediately approved to use the 
growth model for the 2006-2007 school year. Iowa’s growth model will allow school 
districts to follow individual students who are currently testing below proficiency to 
document his or her progress over time. If the individual student makes adequate yearly 
growth, the student will be added to a school’s proficient-student count. Currently, 
districts solely use a status model, which compares one class of students to another to 

http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=298&Itemid=368
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=298&Itemid=368
http://www.recovery.gov/About/Pages/The_Act.aspx
http://www.recovery.gov/About/Pages/The_Act.aspx
http://www.nichd.nih.gov/health/topics/asperger_syndrome.cfm
http://www.nichd.nih.gov/health/topics/asperger_syndrome.cfm
http://www.nichd.nih.gov/health/topics/asd.cfm
http://www.nichd.nih.gov/health/topics/asd.cfm
http://definition/
http://www.nidcd.nih.gov/health/hearing/asl.asp
http://www.nidcd.nih.gov/health/hearing/asl.asp
http://www.official-asvab.com/
http://www.official-asvab.com/
http://standards.gov/standards_gov/assistiveTechnology.cfm
http://standards.gov/standards_gov/assistiveTechnology.cfm
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determine academic progress year to year. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=944:usde-
chooses-iowa-as-one-of-five-fully-approved-growth-model-states-in-the-
nation&catid=666:highlights 
In order to be counted as being “on track to be proficient,” a student must have improved 
at least one achievement level. 
http://intersect.iowa.gov/admin/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Intersect%20TD%20Gr%20Model%
20w%20ADDENDUM.pdf 
 
 
 
 

27.  AYP Adequate Yearly Progress No Child Left Behind (NCLB) legislation requires that all states assess all students in 
reading, mathematics and science. To meet the requirements of the legislation, Iowa 
school districts and buildings must report assessment results for all students in reading 
and mathematics in grades 3 through 8 and in grade 11. In science, student results are 
reported in grades 8 and 11, until the 2007-2008 school year in which grade 5 students’ 
results will also be reported.  Students identified as English language learners (ELL) are 
additionally assessed using the English Language Development Assessment (ELDA). 
Some students with disabilities are assessed using the Iowa Alternate Assessment. 
 
In Iowa, all public schools and LEAs are held to the same process and criteria for making 
adequate yearly progress toward 100% proficiency by the 2013-14 school year. For 
purposes of AYP accountability, all public schools and LEAs are judged by performance 
and improvement on the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS) and the Iowa Tests of 
Educational Development (ITED). These measures are the common comparable 
measures across all school districts, thus, ensuring fairness, validity, and reliability when 
making unbiased, rational, and consistent determinations of the annual progress of LEAs 
and schools within the state. All schools and districts are expected to make improvement 
in student achievement. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1045:statewidea
ssessmentrequirements&catid=786:student-assessment&Itemid=3157 
 

B    

28.  BD Behavior Disorder Behavior disorders (sometimes referred to as disruptive behavior disorders) are the most 
common reasons children are referred for mental health evaluations and treatment. All 
disruptive behavior is not the same. Behavior disorders include mental health problems 
with a focus on behaviors that both identify emotional problems and create interpersonal 
and social problems for children and adolescents in the course of their development. 
http://www.behaviordisorders.net/ 
 

29.  BEDS Basic Educational Data Survey The Basic Educational Data Survey (BEDS) collects staffing, student and policy data from 
all K-12 public schools in Iowa plus accredited nonpublic K-12 schools. Staffing data is 
also collected from the state’s area education agencies (AEAs). Data collection occurs 
twice a year in the Fall and Spring. 
 
Data from the BEDS is used to meet state and federal reporting requirements. In addition 
data is used to respond to legislative requests for information and support education 
research. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=39&Itemid=305 
 

30.  BI Brain Injured  

31.  BIP Behavior Intervention Plan A Behavior Intervention Plan (BIP) takes the observations made in a Functional 
Behavioral Assessment and turns them into a concrete plan of action for managing a 
student's behavior. A BIP may include ways to change the environment to keep behavior 
from starting in the first place, provide positive reinforcement to promote good behavior, 
employ planned ignoring to avoid reinforcing bad behavior, and provide supports needed 
so that the student will not be driven to act out due to frustration or fatigue. 
http://specialchildren.about.com/od/behavioranddiscipline/g/BIP.htm 
 

32.  BOEE Board of Educational Examiners The mission of the Iowa Board of Educational Examiners is to establish and enforce 
rigorous standards for Iowa educational practitioners to effectively address the needs of 
students. 
http://www.iowa.gov/boee/mission.html 
 
Iowa Code 272.2 
License practitioners who do not hold or receive a license from another professional 
licensing board.  Licensing authority includes the authority to establish criteria for the 

http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=944:usde-chooses-iowa-as-one-of-five-fully-approved-growth-model-states-in-the-nation&catid=666:highlights
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=944:usde-chooses-iowa-as-one-of-five-fully-approved-growth-model-states-in-the-nation&catid=666:highlights
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=944:usde-chooses-iowa-as-one-of-five-fully-approved-growth-model-states-in-the-nation&catid=666:highlights
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=944:usde-chooses-iowa-as-one-of-five-fully-approved-growth-model-states-in-the-nation&catid=666:highlights
http://intersect.iowa.gov/admin/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Intersect%20TD%20Gr%20Model%20w%20ADDENDUM.pdf
http://intersect.iowa.gov/admin/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Intersect%20TD%20Gr%20Model%20w%20ADDENDUM.pdf
http://intersect.iowa.gov/admin/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Intersect%20TD%20Gr%20Model%20w%20ADDENDUM.pdf
http://intersect.iowa.gov/admin/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Intersect%20TD%20Gr%20Model%20w%20ADDENDUM.pdf
http://intersect.iowa.gov/admin/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Intersect%20TD%20Gr%20Model%20w%20ADDENDUM.pdf
http://intersect.iowa.gov/admin/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Intersect%20TD%20Gr%20Model%20w%20ADDENDUM.pdf
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1045:statewideassessmentrequirements&catid=786:student-assessment&Itemid=3157
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1045:statewideassessmentrequirements&catid=786:student-assessment&Itemid=3157
http://www.behaviordisorders.net/
http://www.behaviordisorders.net/
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=39&Itemid=305
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=39&Itemid=305
http://specialchildren.about.com/od/fba/g/FBA.htm
http://specialchildren.about.com/od/fba/g/FBA.htm
http://specialchildren.about.com/od/behavioranddiscipline/g/BIP.htm
http://specialchildren.about.com/od/behavioranddiscipline/g/BIP.htm
http://www.iowa.gov/boee/mission.html
http://www.iowa.gov/boee/mission.html
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licenses; establish issuance and renewal requirements; create application and renewal 
forms; create licenses that authorize different instructional functions or specialties; 
develop a code of professional rights and responsibilities, practices, and ethics, which 
shall, among other things, address the failure of a practitioner to fulfill contractual 
obligations under section 279.13; and develop any other classifications, distinctions, and 
procedures which may be necessary to exercise licensing duties.  
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-
ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=IowaCode&ga=82&inpMulti=272#272.1 
 
 
 
 
 

33.  BRI Basic Reading Inventory Basic Reading Inventory (BRI) is an easy-to-use, individually administrated informal 
reading assessment which identifies students' strengths and weaknesses in reading.  

● Early Literacy Assessments 
● Alphabet Knowledge 

● Wordless Picture Reading 

● Caption Reading 

● Basic Sight Word Knowledge 

● Pre-Primer Passages 
http://www.kendallhunt.com/bri/ 
 

C    

34.  CA Chronological Age  

35.  CAP Corrective Action Plan Organizations, departments, and/or oversight agencies (local, state, and federal) can ask 
for “corrective action plans” from the groups they oversee when deficiencies exist. These 
plans can include, but are not limited to the following information in order to correct 
deficiencies. 

● Identified deficiencies (e.g., problems, non-compliance) 
● Expected results from correcting deficiencies—targets, indicators of 

performance 

● Actions to correct the deficiencies—“how” the changes will be implemented 

● Who, when, and where corrective actions will be monitored for progress 

● Resources needed 

● Responsible parties 

● Reporting deficiency correction results 
 

36.  CAR Certified Annual Report The Certified Annual Financial Report is a report of financial and pupil data required by 
Iowa Code to be filed annually with the Department of Education by each school district 
and area education agency and which is due no later than September 15 following the 
close of the fiscal year. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1621&Itemid=2408 
 

37.  CBE Curriculum Based Evaluation  

38. CB
M 

CBM Curriculum Based Measurement  

39.  CC Common Core The Common Core State Standards Initiative is a state-led effort to establish a shared set 
of clear educational standards for English language arts and mathematics that states can 
voluntarily adopt. The standards have been informed by the best available evidence and 
the highest state standards across the country and globe and designed by a diverse 
group of teachers, experts, parents, and school administrators, so they reflect both our 
aspirations for our children and the realities of the classroom. These standards are 
designed to ensure that students graduating from high school are prepared to go to 
college or enter the workforce and that parents, teachers, and students have a clear 
understanding of what is expected of them. The standards are benchmarked to 
international standards to guarantee that our students are competitive in the emerging 
global marketplace. 
http://www.corestandards.org/frequently-asked-questions 
 
IN IOWA 
The State Board of Education voted 6-0 on July 29, 2010 to adopt the Common Core 
State Standards as part of the Iowa Core.  
 

http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=IowaCode&ga=82&inpMulti=272#272.1
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=IowaCode&ga=82&inpMulti=272#272.1
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=IowaCode&ga=82&inpMulti=272#272.1
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=IowaCode&ga=82&inpMulti=272#272.1
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=IowaCode&ga=82&inpMulti=272#272.1
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=IowaCode&ga=82&inpMulti=272#272.1
http://www.kendallhunt.com/bri/
http://www.kendallhunt.com/bri/
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1621&Itemid=2408
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1621&Itemid=2408
http://www.corestandards.org/frequently-asked-questions
http://www.corestandards.org/frequently-asked-questions
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"We live in a global society that is more complex," said State Board of Education 
President Rosie Hussey. "We want our students to not only be competitive in our own 
state, but in the nation and the world. There is a sense of urgency in our state to address 
this new environment and enhance education to ensure our students are successful in 
college and the workforce. This is the right step toward making that happen." 
 
The Common Core State Standards Initiative was a voluntary state-led effort to develop 
common expectations among the states for what students should learn from kindergarten 
through high school. The standards cover the areas of English language arts and 
mathematics. It helps students and parents by setting clear and realistic goals for 
success. It also lays out the knowledge and skills students should have so that teachers 
can locally build the best lessons and environments for their classrooms. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2025:state-
board-of-education-adopts-common-core-state-standards&catid=666:highlights 
 

40.  CCO Consumer Choices Option  

41.  CDAC Consumer Directed Attendant Care  

42.  CEI Characteristics of Effective 
Instruction 

Characteristics of effective instruction and the professional development initiatives 
developed through the Iowa Department of Education as non-regulatory guidance to help 
educators create student-centered classrooms focused on students and learning rather 
than teachers and teaching. Iowa teachers are expanding their knowledge of learning and 
pedagogy as they develop the content of the Iowa Core into rigorous and relevant 
lessons that help them teach for understanding and learner differences. The 
Department and educators across Iowa continue to investigate more informative, 

effective, and authentic assessment for learning to guide instruction. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=674:iowacorecur
riculum&catid=57:k12-education&Itemid=4242 
 

43.  CEU Continuing Education Unit A Continuing Education Unit (CEU) is a measure used in continuing education 
programs, particularly those required in a licensed profession in order for the professional 
to maintain the license. Examples of people who need CEUs include interior 
designers/interior architects, architects, engineers, educators, nurses, mental health 
professionals, and social workers. Generally, a CEU is defined as ten hours of 
participation in a recognized continuing education program, with qualified instruction and 
sponsorship. CEU records are widely used to provide evidence of completion of 
continuing education requirements mandated by certification bodies, professional 
societies, or governmental licensing boards. The records also provide employers with 
information on training pertinent to particular occupations. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continuing_education_unit 
 

44.  CGI Cognitively Guided Instruction Cognitively Guided Instruction (CGI) is a professional development program based on an 
integrated program of research focused on (a) the development of students’ mathematical 
thinking; (b) instruction that influences that development; (c) teachers’ knowledge and 
beliefs that influence their instructional practices; and (d) the way that teachers’ 
knowledge, beliefs, and practices are influenced by their understanding of students’ 
mathematical thinking. Using CGI strategies is an effective way of implementing the Iowa 
Core Curriculum for Mathematics at the elementary level. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1206&catid=449
&Itemid=2539 
 

45.  CHSC Child Health Specialty Clinics  

46.  CIA Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment  

47.  CINA Child in Need of Assistance (DHS) In Iowa there are 16 statutory grounds within which a child, under the age of 18, can be 
adjudicated to be a child in need of assistance. Iowa Code section 232.2(6). The most 
commonly used grounds for adjudication are the provisions defining physical abuse, 
sexual abuse and neglect. However, there are several other grounds for adjudication 
including that the child has tested positive for an illegal substance due to the acts or 
omissions of the child’s parent or caretaker; the child suffers from a severe mental illness 
for which the parents are not able to provide treatment; or, the parent is unable to provide 
adequate food, clothing or shelter to the child. 
http://www.iowacourtsonline.org/Representing_Yourself/Juvenile_Court/Child_in_Need_of
_Assistance/ 
 

48. Q CIP Comprehensive Improvement Plan  

49.  COTA Certified Occupational Therapy 
Assistance 

 

50.  CPC Central Point of Coordination  

http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2025:state-board-of-education-adopts-common-core-state-standards&catid=666:highlights
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2025:state-board-of-education-adopts-common-core-state-standards&catid=666:highlights
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2102&Itemid=4242
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=674:iowacorecurriculum&catid=57:k12-education&Itemid=4242
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=674:iowacorecurriculum&catid=57:k12-education&Itemid=4242
http://education/
http://licensure/
http://profession/
http://education/
http://certification/
http://body/
http://body/
http://licensure/
http://employers/
http://profession/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continuing_education_unit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continuing_education_unit
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1206&catid=449&Itemid=2539
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1206&catid=449&Itemid=2539
http://www.iowacourtsonline.org/Representing_Yourself/Juvenile_Court/Child_in_Need_of_Assistance/
http://www.iowacourtsonline.org/Representing_Yourself/Juvenile_Court/Child_in_Need_of_Assistance/
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(County Mental Health/Disabilities 
Services) 

51.  CPI Competent Private Instruction  Competent private instruction (CPI) is private instruction provided to a child in Iowa. 
“Private instruction” means instruction using a plan and course of study in a setting other 
than a public school district or accredited nonpublic school. The CPI category includes 
both home schooled children and those in non-accredited nonpublic “schools.” Iowa Code 
section 299A.1; 281—Iowa Administrative Code 31. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=301&Itemid=1335 
 

52.  CPI Crisis Prevention Institute (Non-
Violent Crisis Intervention Training) 

 

53.  CRT Criterion-Referenced Test (score 
interpretation) 

A criterion-referenced interpretation involves comparing a student’s score with a 
subjective standard of performance rather than with the performance of a norm group. 
Deciding whether a student has mastered a skill or demonstrated minimum acceptable 
performance involves a criterion-referenced interpretation. Usually percent-correct scores 
are used and the teacher determines the score needed for mastery or for passing. 
http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/itbs/itbs_interp_score.aspx 
 

54.  CSD  

 
See also 
LEA. 

Community School District  “School district” means a public school district. 
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/ic?f=templates&fn=default.htm 
 
12.1(1) 
Schools and school districts governed by general accreditation standards. 
These standards govern the accreditation of all prekindergarten, if offered, or kindergarten 
through grade 12 school districts operated by public school corporations and the 
accreditation . . . 
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/ic?f=templates&fn=default.htm 
 

55.  CSI Comprehensive School 
Improvement 

 

56.  CSIP Comprehensive School 
Improvement Planning 

28—IAC 12.8(1)  
The general accreditation standards are minimum, uniform requirements. However, the 
department encourages schools and school districts to go beyond the minimum with their 
work toward ongoing improvement. As a means to this end, local comprehensive school 
improvement plans shall be specific to a school or school district and designed, at a 
minimum, to increase the learning, achievement, and performance of all students.  
As a part of ongoing improvement in its educational system, the board shall adopt a 
written comprehensive school improvement plan designed for continuous school, 
parental, and community involvement in the development and monitoring of a plan that is 
aligned with school or school district determined needs. The plan shall incorporate, to the 
extent possible, the consolidation of federal and state planning, goal setting, and reporting 
requirements...  
 

● The comprehensive school improvement plan (CSIP) is intended to focus on 
the improvement of student learning.  

● The CSIP should be a clear, usable, and public document that communicates 
school/district priorities over a period of time.  

● What priorities and actions a CSIP contains beyond minimum requirements is 
locally determined.  

● For public school districts, the CSIP might also function as the program 
application for state and federal funds for which the district is making 
application.  

 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=300&Itemid=372 
Chapter 12 Rule Interpretation Matrix October 2010 
 

57.  CTE Career and Technical Education Iowa code identifies the following career and technical service areas: Agricultural 
Education, Business and Information Technology, Family and Consumer Sciences 
Education, Health Occupations Education, Industrial Technology Education, and 
Marketing Education. 
Career Education is the identification and development of students’ personal interests, 
preferences and skills, which connect instruction to future careers. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1246&Itemid=2132 
 

D    

58.  D/B Deaf/Blind  

http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=301&Itemid=1335
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=301&Itemid=1335
http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/itbs/itbs_interp_score.aspx
http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/itbs/itbs_interp_score.aspx
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/ic?f=templates&fn=default.htm
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/ic?f=templates&fn=default.htm
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/ic?f=templates&fn=default.htm
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/ic?f=templates&fn=default.htm
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=300&Itemid=372
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=300&Itemid=372
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1246&Itemid=2132
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1246&Itemid=2132
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59.  DCDP District Career Development Plan District Professional Development Plan (DPDP). Chapter 12 and Chapter 83 of the 
Iowa Administrative Code require each school district to incorporate into its 
comprehensive school improvement plan the provisions for the professional development 
of all staff. These 
rules explicitly state that the purpose of this plan is to increase student achievement, 
learning, and performance and that the plan must adhere to the Iowa Professional 
Development Standards. The DPDP must be a long-term plan. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=232:iowaprofessi
onaldevelopmentmodel&catid=56:educator-quality&Itemid=2839#pddocuments 
 

60.  DCPP District Cost Per Pupil The district cost per pupil is also called the Maximum Tuition Rate. The amount of open 
enrollment tuition for the 2010-2011 school year for a regular education student was 
$5,768, which is the state cost per pupil from the previous fiscal year.  For a student 
served pursuant to an IEP, open enrollment tuition is calculated on actual costs of special 
education rather than the prior year’s state cost per pupil amount.  Open enrollment tuition 
is billed and paid on a quarterly basis.  Under special circumstances that terminate or 

suspend open enrollment status, it is necessary to prorate tuition in a quarter. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1438&Itemid=2434 
 

61.  DD Development Disabilities (Delay)  

62.  DE Department of Education Other acronyms for this agency may be SEA (State Education Agency), IDOE (Iowa 
Department of Education. This state agency monitors schools’ compliance with state and 
federal regulations as well as providing technical assistance. 
http://educateiowa.gov/ 
 

63.  DHS Department of Human Services 
 

The Mission of the Iowa Department of Human Services is to help individuals and families 
achieve safe, stable, self-sufficient, and healthy lives, thereby contributing to the 
economic growth of the state. We do this by keeping a customer focus, striving for 
excellence, sound stewardship of state resources, maximizing the use of federal funding 
and leveraging opportunities and by working with our public and private partners to 
achieve results.    
http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/ 
 

64.  DI Differentiated Instruction Differentiated Instruction is an instructional concept that maximizes learning for ALL 
students—regardless of skill level or background. It’s based on the fact that in a typical 
classroom, students vary in their academic abilities, learning styles, personalities, 
interests, background knowledge and experiences, and levels of motivation for learning. 
When a teacher differentiates instruction, he or she uses the best teaching practices and 
strategies to create different pathways that respond to the needs of diverse learners. 
http://differentiatedinstruction.com/ 
 

65.  DIA Department of Inspections and 
Appeals 

 

66.  DIBELS Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early 
Literacy Skills 

The DIBELS measures were specifically designed to assess 3 of the 5 Big Ideas of early 
literacy: Phonological Awareness, Alphabetic Principle, and Fluency with Connected Text. 
The indicators are fluency-based: Fluency is defined as the ability to read with speed, 
accuracy, and proper expression. 
https://dibels.uoregon.edu/ 
 
DIBELS was developed over 10 years ago at the University of Oregon and extended the 
procedures used in CBM down to early literacy skills in Kindergarten through grade 3. The 
DIBELS procedures used for Oral Reading Fluency are the same as Passage Reading 

Fluency in CBM. 
http://www.studentprogress.org/faq.asp#_Toc89594729 
 

67.  DINA District in Need of Assistance Under NCLB, public school districts and public schools must report the academic 
progress of all students in grades 3 to 8 and 11 and students by subgroups and their test 
participation rates in the subject areas of reading and mathematics. Public elementary 
and middle school average daily attendance (ADA) rates and public high school 
graduation rates are the additional indicators for public school districts. 
 
If a school does not meet the annual AYP state participation goals or state Annual 
Measurable Objectives (AMO) in reading or mathematics assessment in either the “all 
students” group or any one of the subgroups for two consecutive years, it is designated as 
a school in need of assistance, which is also referred to as SINA. 
 
If a district does not meet the annual AYP state participation goals or state AMO in either 
the “all students” group or any one of the subgroups within the required grade spans (3-5, 

http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=232:iowaprofessionaldevelopmentmodel&catid=56:educator-quality&Itemid=2839#pddocuments
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=232:iowaprofessionaldevelopmentmodel&catid=56:educator-quality&Itemid=2839#pddocuments
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1438&Itemid=2434
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1438&Itemid=2434
http://educateiowa.gov/
http://educateiowa.gov/
http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/
http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/
http://differentiatedinstruction.com/
http://differentiatedinstruction.com/
https://dibels/
http://www.studentprogress.org/faq.asp#_Toc89594729
http://www.studentprogress.org/faq.asp#_Toc89594729
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6-8, and 11) in the same subject area (either reading or mathematics) for two consecutive 
years, it shall be identified as a district in need of assistance, which is also referred to as 
DINA. If a district does not meet the goals for district level K-8 average daily attendance 
rate and high school graduation rate for two consecutive years, it also shall be identified 
as a district in need of assistance. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1923&catid=497
&Itemid=2617 
 

68.  DL Diverse Learners ESEA (federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act) includes programs 
that help schools meet the special educational needs of children working to 
learn the English language, students with disabilities, Native American students, 
homeless students, the children of migrant workers, and neglected or 
delinquent students. In addition, the federal government has a responsibility to 
provide assistance to certain high-need regions and areas, including rural 
districts and districts that are affected by federal property and activities. 
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/blueprint/index.html 
 

69.  DR-TA Directed Reading – Thinking Activity  

70.  DSM Diagnostic Statistical Manual  

71.  DTT Discrete Trial Training  

72. D DVRS Division of Vocational and 
Rehabilitation Services 

 

73.  DWAP District-Wide Assessment Plan 281—IAC 12.8(1)(f) 
 Each school or school district shall include in its comprehensive school improvement 
plan provisions for district-wide assessment of student progress for all students. The plan 
shall identify valid and reliable student assessments aligned with local content standards, 
which include the core content standards referenced in subparagraph 12.8(1)(c)(2). 
These assessments are not limited to commercially developed measures. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1558&Itemid=2342 
Chapter 12 Matrix October 2010 P. 80 
 

E    

74.  E2T2 Enhancing Education Through 
Technology (ED-TECH) 

The primary goal of this program is to improve student achievement through the use of 
technology in elementary and secondary schools. Additional goals include helping all 
students become technologically literate by the end of the eighth grade and, through the 
integration of technology with both teacher training and curriculum development, 
establishing innovative, research-based instructional methods that can be widely 
implemented. 
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/edtech/index.html 
 

75.  EA Early ACCESS Early ACCESS is a partnership between families with young children, birth to age three, 
and providers from the Departments of Education, Public Health, Human Services, the 
Child Health Specialty Clinics. The purpose of this program is for families and staff to 
work together in identifying, coordinating and providing needed services and resources 
that will help the family assist their infant or toddler to grow and develop. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=633&Itemid=597 
 

76.  EASIER Electronic Access System for Iowa 
Education Reports 

EASIER (Electronic Access System for Iowa Education Records) is the Iowa Department 
of Education's initiative involving the transfer of individual student records. The mission of 
the project is to reduce data burden, encourage better decision-making by establishing 
and maintaining a cost effective method of accessing and transferring accurate and timely 
education information among school districts, postsecondary institutions and the Iowa 
Department of Education. 
 
Underlying principles of the project include a commitment toward reduction of paper-
based state reporting, building on existing technologies available to schools, a 
commitment toward the elimination of paper-based college transcripts, the adoption of a 
common basis for facilitating meaningful information exchange, and greater security of 
confidential student information. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=44&Itemid=310 
 

77.  EBSCO Elton B. Stephens Company EBSCO Industries, headquartered in Birmingham, Alabama, is a privately held, widely 
diversified corporation and the largest subscription agency in the world. It was founded in 
1944 by Elton Bryson Stephens (hence the EBSCO acronym Elton B Stephens 
COmpany) 
http://www.google.com/search?q=define%3A+EBSCO&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-

http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1923&catid=497&Itemid=2617
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1923&catid=497&Itemid=2617
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/blueprint/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/blueprint/index.html
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1558&Itemid=2342
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1558&Itemid=2342
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/edtech/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/edtech/index.html
http://educateiowa.gov/undefined/educate
http://www.idph.state.ia.us/hpcdp/family_health.asp
http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/
http://www.uihealthcare.com/depts/state/chsc/index.html
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=633&Itemid=597
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=633&Itemid=597
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=44&Itemid=310
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=44&Itemid=310
http://www.google.com/search?q=define%3A+EBSCO&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&aq=t&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a#hl=en&safe=active&client=firefox-a&hs=WVp&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&q=Ebsco%27s&tbs=dfn:1&tbo=u&sa=X&ei=nU4CTq5QwbW3B9qc_YMO&ved=0CCMQkQ4&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.&fp=905e9081899b75b1&biw=1230&bih=769
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8&aq=t&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a#hl=en&safe=active&client=firefox-
a&hs=WVp&rls=org.mozilla:en-
US:official&q=Ebsco%27s&tbs=dfn:1&tbo=u&sa=X&ei=nU4CTq5QwbW3B9qc_YMO&ve
d=0CCMQkQ4&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.&fp=905e9081899b75b1&biw=1230&bih=769 
 
Together with EBSCO Information Services, EBSCO Publishing has served information 
needs for more than 65 years. By placing customers at the core of our business, we have 
tapped their ingenuity to assist us in developing the high quality products and services for 
which EBSCO is known.  The providers of EBSCOhost, the most-used premium research 
service in libraries and other institutions worldwide, EBSCO offers a suite of more than 
300 full-text and secondary research databases covering all subject areas, levels of 
research, and user communities - from schools, public libraries and universities, to 
hospitals, corporations and government agencies.   EBSCO also offers eBook and 
eAudioBook services (via NetLibrary) as well as EBSCO Discovery Service, federated 
search services and a variety of partnership opportunities for publishers. 
http://www.ebsco.com/index.asp 
 

78.  EC Early Childhood  

79.  ECO Early Childhood Outcome  

80.  ECR Every Child Reads Every Child Reads 3-5 (ECR 3-5) is a statewide initiative led by the Iowa Department of 
Education. The goal of the ECR 3-5 initiative is to expand the capacity of early care and 
education systems (including early childhood care and education providers) to use 
language, reading, and writing strategies to enhance the literacy development of children 
ages 3 to 5 years.  
 
Enhancing the literacy development of preschool children increases their readiness for 
school. The ECR 3-5 training curriculum was designed to teach early care and education 
providers, including staff in preschools and childcare facilities, as well as individuals who 
care for children other than their own in –home settings. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=637&Itemid=1266 
 

81.  ECS Early Childhood Screening  

82.  ECSE Early Childhood Special Education Early childhood special education services for children, three to five years of age and their 
families are provided by area education agencies and local school districts. Professionals 
with training and expertise in special education services implement the federal Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act, Part B. support the educational needs of young children 
and families, birth to five years of age. Early childhood special education professionals 
provide training and serve as a resource to early childhood providers in community 
settings such as preschool, child care and Head Start programs to meet the 
developmental learning needs of young children. Also, families and early childhood 
providers may request information about appropriate expectations for children’s 
development. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=643&Itemid=1613 
 

83.  EDW Eligibility Determination Worksheet  

84.  EER Educational Evaluation Report The form documents the answers to a number of questions that are required to be 
addressed before the team can determine if the student is eligible or not for special 
education services. 
http://www.gpaea.k12.ia.us/media/8200/cornerstone%20dec07%20email.pdf 
 

85.  EI Early Intervention  

86.  EI Eligible Individual  

87.  ELDA English Language Development 
Assessment 

ELDA is a battery of tests designed to allow schools to measure annual progress in the 
acquisition of English language proficiency skills among non-native English speaking 
students in grades 3-12. The battery consists of separate tests for listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing, at each of three grade clusters: 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12 and a separate K-
2 Inventory. The test has recently been revised into a shorter form while maintaining 
impeccable statistical characteristics. 
http://www.ccsso.org/Resources/Programs/English_Language_Development_Assessmen
t_%28ELDA%29.html 

88.  ELI Every Learner Inquiries  

89.  ELL English Language Learner Federal designation for students whose primary language is not English. According to 
Iowa Code section 280.4, a limited English proficient student is defined as follows: "a 
student's language background is in a language other than English, and the student's 
proficiency in English is such that the probability of the student's academic success in an 
English-only classroom is below that of an academically successful peer with an English 
language background." The term English Language Learners (ELL) will replace the term 

http://www.google.com/search?q=define%3A+EBSCO&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&aq=t&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a#hl=en&safe=active&client=firefox-a&hs=WVp&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&q=Ebsco%27s&tbs=dfn:1&tbo=u&sa=X&ei=nU4CTq5QwbW3B9qc_YMO&ved=0CCMQkQ4&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.&fp=905e9081899b75b1&biw=1230&bih=769
http://www.google.com/search?q=define%3A+EBSCO&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&aq=t&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a#hl=en&safe=active&client=firefox-a&hs=WVp&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&q=Ebsco%27s&tbs=dfn:1&tbo=u&sa=X&ei=nU4CTq5QwbW3B9qc_YMO&ved=0CCMQkQ4&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.&fp=905e9081899b75b1&biw=1230&bih=769
http://www.google.com/search?q=define%3A+EBSCO&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&aq=t&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a#hl=en&safe=active&client=firefox-a&hs=WVp&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&q=Ebsco%27s&tbs=dfn:1&tbo=u&sa=X&ei=nU4CTq5QwbW3B9qc_YMO&ved=0CCMQkQ4&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.&fp=905e9081899b75b1&biw=1230&bih=769
http://www.google.com/search?q=define%3A+EBSCO&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&aq=t&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a#hl=en&safe=active&client=firefox-a&hs=WVp&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&q=Ebsco%27s&tbs=dfn:1&tbo=u&sa=X&ei=nU4CTq5QwbW3B9qc_YMO&ved=0CCMQkQ4&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.&fp=905e9081899b75b1&biw=1230&bih=769
http://www.google.com/search?q=define%3A+EBSCO&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&aq=t&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a#hl=en&safe=active&client=firefox-a&hs=WVp&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&q=Ebsco%27s&tbs=dfn:1&tbo=u&sa=X&ei=nU4CTq5QwbW3B9qc_YMO&ved=0CCMQkQ4&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.&fp=905e9081899b75b1&biw=1230&bih=769
http://www.google.com/search?q=define%3A+EBSCO&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&aq=t&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a#hl=en&safe=active&client=firefox-a&hs=WVp&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&q=Ebsco%27s&tbs=dfn:1&tbo=u&sa=X&ei=nU4CTq5QwbW3B9qc_YMO&ved=0CCMQkQ4&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.&fp=905e9081899b75b1&biw=1230&bih=769
http://www.ebscohost.com/thisTopic.php?marketID=1&topicID=157
http://www.ebscohost.com/thisTopic.php?marketID=1&topicID=157
http://www.netlibrary.com/
http://www.ebscohost.com/discovery/default.php?id=2
http://www.ebscohost.com/discovery/default.php?id=3
http://www.ebscohost.com/discovery/default.php?id=3
http://www.ebscohost.com/thisTopic.php?marketID=21&topicID=236
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=637&Itemid=1266
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=637&Itemid=1266
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=643&Itemid=1613
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=643&Itemid=1613
http://www.gpaea.k12.ia.us/media/8200/cornerstone%20dec07%20email.pdf
http://www.gpaea.k12.ia.us/media/8200/cornerstone%20dec07%20email.pdf
http://www.ccsso.org/Resources/Programs/English_Language_Development_Assessment_%28ELDA%29.html
http://www.ccsso.org/Resources/Programs/English_Language_Development_Assessment_%28ELDA%29.html
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Limited English Proficient (LEP). See ESL and LEP. 
 

90.  ELP 
(G/T) 

Enriched Learning Program Another acronym for programs/services for gifted and talented students 

91.  ERIC Educational Resources Information 
Center 

ERIC - the Education Resources Information Center - is an online digital library of 
education research and information. ERIC is sponsored by the Institute of Education 
Sciences (IES) of the U.S. Department of Education. ERIC provides ready access to 
education literature to support the use of educational research and information to improve 
practice in learning, teaching, educational decision-making, and research. 
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/resources/html/about/about_eric.html 
 

92.  ESC Every Student Counts Iowa's mathematics educators are taking what we know from research and putting it into 
practice to improve K -12 student achievement. Iowa's ESC project [Iowa Department of 
Education] has three fundamental research-based components: 
Teaching for Understanding 
Problem-Based Instructional Tasks  
Meaningful Distributed Practice 
  
The ESC goals are to: 
Improve achievement of K-12 students in mathematics and 
Build learning communities engaged in the study of mathematics, mathematics 
instruction, and student achievement in mathematics through effective implementation of 

Iowa's Professional Development Model. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1823&catid=449 
 

93.  ESEA Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act 

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act was passed in 1965 as a part of the "War 
on Poverty." ESEA emphasizes equal access to education and establishes high 
standards and accountability. The law authorizes federally funded education programs 
that are administered by the states. In 2002, Congress amended ESEA and reauthorized 
it as the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). 
http://www.k12.wa.us/esea/ 
 
Note: ESEA is scheduled for reauthorization: 
On March 13, 2010 the Obama administration released its blueprint for revising the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), which would ask states to adopt 
college- and career-ready standards and reward schools for producing dramatic gains in 
student achievement. (You can access ESEA blogs about reauthorization at the web 
address below.) 
http://www.ed.gov/blog/topic/esea-reauthorization/ 

94.  ESL 
(ELL, LEP) 
 

English as a Second Language Federal designation for students whose primary language is not English. See ELL and 
LEP. 

95.  ESY Extended School Year  

F    

96.  FA Formative Assessment Formative assessment happens either as part of regular instruction or as a brief 
assessment (probe) completed sometime during the instructional period. Formative 
assessment most commonly occurs in one of two ways. First, a permanent product 
generated from regular assignments can be used as a monitoring tool. Second, a skills 
assessment or probe, representative of the global skill being taught, is used to monitor 
performance. For behavioral goals, frequency counts of behavior or teacher observation 
can be used. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=943:how-
does-formative-assessment-occur 
 
Formative assessments are completed as often as the measure can be expected to 
move. It is assumed that formative assessment exists in a school improvement model in 
which teachers are monitoring student performance and adjusting instruction continually 
over the course of an academic year. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=942:how-
often-is-formative-assessment-completed 
 
Formative assessment occurs after the instructional needs have been identified and 
supports have been put in place to improve student performance at either the group or 
individual level. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=941:when-
will-formative-assessment-occur 
 

http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/resources/html/about/about_eric.html
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/resources/html/about/about_eric.html
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1823&catid=449
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1823&catid=449
http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/beginning.html
http://www.k12.wa.us/esea/NCLB.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/esea/
http://www.k12.wa.us/esea/
http://www.ed.gov/blog/topic/esea-reauthorization/
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=943:how-does-formative-assessment-occur
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=943:how-does-formative-assessment-occur
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=943:how-does-formative-assessment-occur
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=943:how-does-formative-assessment-occur
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=942:how-often-is-formative-assessment-completed
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=942:how-often-is-formative-assessment-completed
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=942:how-often-is-formative-assessment-completed
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=942:how-often-is-formative-assessment-completed
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97.  FAPE 
 

Free and Appropriate Education Free Appropriate Public Education for Students With Disabilities: Requirements Under 
Section 504 of The Rehabilitation Act of 1973--- 
An appropriate education may comprise education in regular classes, education in regular 
classes with the use of related aids and services, or special education and related 
services in separate classrooms for all or portions of the school day. Special education 
may include specially designed instruction in classrooms, at home, or in private or public 
institutions, and may be accompanied by related services such as speech therapy, 
occupational and physical therapy, psychological counseling, and medical diagnostic 
services necessary to the child’s education. 
 
Recipients operating federally funded programs must provide education and related 
services free of charge to students with disabilities and their parents or guardians. 
Provision of a free education is the provision of education and related services without 
cost to the person with a disability or his or her parents or guardians, except for fees 
equally imposed on nondisabled persons or their parents or guardians.  
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/edlite-FAPE504.html 
 

98.  FAS Fetal Alcohol Syndrome  

99.  FAY Full Academic Year FAY (Full Academic Year): The student is continuously enrolled in a public school district 
from the date of the previous year’s district-wide assessment to the date of the current 
year’s assessment.  
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1461&Itemid=1 
(2010-2011 AYP Handbook) 

100.  FBA Functional Behavior Assessment  

101.  FERPA Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. 1232g; 34 CFR Part 
99) is a Federal law that protects the privacy of student education records. The law 
applies to all schools that receive funds under an applicable program of the U.S. 

Department of Education.  
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=257&Itemid=1441 
 

102.  FIE Full and Individual Evaluation  

103.  FINE First in the Nation in Education  

104.  F/R 
(FRL) 

Free and Reduced Lunch National School Lunch Program  
 
Free lunch means a lunch served under the Program to a child from a household eligible 
for such benefits under 7 CFR part 245 and for which neither the child nor any member of 
the household pays or is required to work. 
 
Reduced price lunch means a lunch served under the Program: (a) to a child from a 
household eligible for such benefits under 7 CFR part 245; (b) for which the price is less 
than the school food authority designated full price of the lunch and which does not 
exceed the maximum allowable reduced price specified under 7 CFR part 245; and (c) for 
which neither the child nor any member of the household is required to work. 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2011-title7-vol4/pdf/CFR-2011-title7-vol4-part210.pdf 

105.  FY Fiscal Year A 12-month period in which an organization plans to use its funds.  
This period may be a calendar year but can be any 12-month period. A fiscal year 
accounting period should coincide with the operating cycle of the organization. Common 
fiscal years end on July 31st or December 31st.  
http://nonprofit.about.com/od/f/g/fiscalyear.htm 
 

G    

106.  GE General Education The concept of General Education—often known as a liberal arts education—has its roots 
in the Renaissance of the fifteenth century.  As the result of economic and political 
changes, residents of Italian city states came to believe that education in a broad range of 
subjects was necessary to equip citizens with the skills and knowledge they needed to be 
an active and responsible member of society.  Today, the topics included in the General 
Education curriculum have changed, but the ideals have not. 
http://ucol.uncc.edu/gened/ 
 

107.  GE Grade Equivalent The grade equivalent is a number that describes a student's location on an achievement 
continuum. The continuum is a number line that describes the lowest level of knowledge 
or skill on one end (lowest numbers) and the highest level of development on the other 
end (highest numbers). The GE is a decimal number that describes performance in terms 
of grade level and months. For example, if a sixth-grade student obtains a GE of 8.4 on 
the Vocabulary test, his score is like the one a typical student finishing the fourth month of 
eighth grade would likely get on the Vocabulary test. The GE of a given raw score on any 

http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/edlite-FAPE504.html
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/edlite-FAPE504.html
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1461&Itemid=1
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1461&Itemid=1
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=257&Itemid=1441
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=257&Itemid=1441
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2011-title7-vol4/pdf/CFR-2011-title7-vol4-part210.pdf
http://nonprofit.about.com/od/f/g/fiscalyear.htm
http://nonprofit.about.com/od/f/g/fiscalyear.htm
http://ucol.uncc.edu/gened/
http://ucol.uncc.edu/gened/
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test indicates the grade level at which the typical student makes this raw score. The digits 
to the left of the decimal point represent the grade and those to the right represent the 
month within that grade. 
http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/itbs/itbs_interp_score.aspx 
 

108.  GED General Equivalency Diploma The Tests of General Educational Development (GED Tests) are developed by the 
General Educational Development Testing Service (GEDTS) of the American Council on 
Education (ACE). The GED Tests are normed using a national sample of graduating high 
school seniors. The tests are designed to provide an opportunity for adults who have not 
graduated from high to earn their jurisdictions’ high school–level educational 
diploma/certificate by measuring the major academic skills and knowledge associated 
with a high school program of study. 
http://www.acenet.edu/AM/Template.cfm?Section=GED_TS&CFID=1618380&CFTOKEN
=44490827&jsessionid=16307967482a$238$2B$ 
 

109.  GLE Grade Level Equivalent  

110.  GPAEA Great Prairie Area Education 
Agency 

 

111.  GR Guided Reading  

112.  GRR Gradual Release of Responsibility 

 
 
http://www.fisherandfrey.com/?page_id=20 

113.  GT 
(ELP, TAG) 

Gifted and Talented 281—IAC 12.5(12) 
Provisions for gifted and talented students. 
Each school district shall incorporate gifted and talented programming into its 
comprehensive school improvement plan as required by Iowa Code section 257.43. The 
comprehensive school improvement plan shall include the following gifted and talented 
program provisions: valid and systematic procedures, including multiple selection criteria 
for identifying gifted and talented students from the total student population; goals and 
performance measures; a qualitatively differentiated program to meet the students’ 
cognitive and affective needs; staffing provisions; an in-service design; a budget; and 
qualifications of personnel administering the program. Each school district shall review 
and evaluate its gifted and talented programming. This subrule does not apply to 
accredited nonpublic schools. 
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/NXT/gateway.dll/ar/iac/2810___education%20department%
20__5b281__5d/0120___chapter%2012%20general%20accreditation%20standards/_r_2
810_0120_0050.xml?f=templates$fn=default.htm 
 

H    

114.  hawk-i Healthy and Well Kids in Iowa Hawk-i is the Iowa delivery of a federal health insurance program for uninsured children 
under the age of 19. 

http://www.hawk-i.org/ 
 

115.  HCBS Home and Community Based 
Services 

 

http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/itbs/itbs_interp_score.aspx
http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/itbs/itbs_interp_score.aspx
http://www.acenet.edu/AM/Template.cfm?Section=GED_TS&CFID=1618380&CFTOKEN=44490827&jsessionid=16307967482a$238$2B$
http://www.acenet.edu/AM/Template.cfm?Section=GED_TS&CFID=1618380&CFTOKEN=44490827&jsessionid=16307967482a$238$2B$
http://www.fisherandfrey.com/?page_id=20
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/NXT/gateway.dll/ar/iac/2810___education%20department%20__5b281__5d/0120___chapter%2012%20general%20accreditation%20standards/_r_2810_0120_0050.xml?f=templates$fn=default.htm
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/NXT/gateway.dll/ar/iac/2810___education%20department%20__5b281__5d/0120___chapter%2012%20general%20accreditation%20standards/_r_2810_0120_0050.xml?f=templates$fn=default.htm
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/NXT/gateway.dll/ar/iac/2810___education%20department%20__5b281__5d/0120___chapter%2012%20general%20accreditation%20standards/_r_2810_0120_0050.xml?f=templates$fn=default.htm
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/NXT/gateway.dll/ar/iac/2810___education%20department%20__5b281__5d/0120___chapter%2012%20general%20accreditation%20standards/_r_2810_0120_0050.xml?f=templates$fn=default.htm
http://www.hawk-i.org/
http://www.hawk-i.org/
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116.  HEART Heartland Educational Assessment 
Resource Toolbox (Online Student 
Assessment Data System) 

 

117.  HI Hearing Impaired  

118.  HSAP Home School Assistance Program What is a home school assistance program (HSAP), and is a district required to have 
such a program?  
 
Districts are not required to have a HSAP. If a district does have such a program, the 
district must employ one or more properly licensed instructors to provide instruction or 
instructional supervision of CP [Competent Private Instruction]. The instructor is required 
to have contact with the child and the child’s parent, guardian or legal or actual custodian 
at least 4 times per quarter, half of which contacts must be face-to-face with the child. The 
instructor is also to advise the parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian about lesson 
plans, instructional materials, teaching/learning techniques, evaluation of student learning, 
planning, etc.  
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=301&Itemid=1335 
Iowa Department of Education CIP Handbook 2010-2011 

I    

119.  IAA (AA) Iowa Alternate Assessment The Iowa Alternate Assessment is for students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities whose academic performance is appropriately judged against alternate 
achievement standards. The Iowa Alternate Assessment measures student performance 
in Reading, Mathematics, and for some students, Science. The tests are aligned to the 
Iowa Core Content Standards and Benchmarks. For more information on the Iowa 
Alternate Assessment visit the following website: 
http://www.iowa.gov/educate/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=461&Itemid=
542 
 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1087&Itemid=1176 
 

120.  IAO Iowa AEA Online Iowa AEA Online is a statewide collaborative project that provides no-cost access to high-
quality, web-based resources for Iowa students and teachers.  
 
These electronic, across-the-curriculum resources allow all schools, regardless of 
financial or geographic constraints, to offer a "library without walls" that is open 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week, from any Internet-accessible computer. 
 
Iowa AEA Online is funded by Iowa's Area Education Agencies. Iowa AEA Online 
supports the content standards for the Iowa Core by bringing a wealth of information to 
teachers and students. These online resources offer students and teachers carefully 
selected resources to enhance classroom learning, featuring content that is continuously 
updated, often within hours of an event. 
 
By contracting for online resources for all school districts statewide, Iowa AEA Online 
provides equity of information for all learners and educators in Iowa. 
 
http://www.iowaaeaonline.org/ 

121.  IASB Iowa Association of School Boards  

122.  IC Iowa Core What is the Iowa Core? Research shows that high expectations are a critical ingredient in 
improving student performance and ensuring student success beyond high school. The 
Iowa Core provides a guide to delivering challenging and meaningful content to students 
that prepares them for success in life. The Iowa Core identifies essential concepts and 
skills for kindergarten through 12th grade in literacy, mathematics, science, social studies, 
and 21st century skills. It also includes direction for teachers regarding effective instruction 
and assessment. It takes learning to a deeper level by moving students beyond superficial 
knowledge to deep conceptual and procedural knowledge. It also enhances student 
engagement by emphasizing interesting, robust, and relevant learning experiences. The 
2008 legislative session, through Senate File 2216, requires all school districts and 
accredited nonpublic schools to implement the Iowa Core (July 1, 2012 for grades 9 
through 12 and 2014-15 for kindergarten through 8th grade). 
http://www.corecurriculum.iowa.gov/ 
 

123.  ICAM Iowa Collaborative Assessment 
Modules 

 

124.  ICAT Iowa Core Alignment Tool Outcome 4 alignment work helps connect the Core to the classrooms this year and 
engages teachers in reflecting on their enacted curriculum or what they actually teach in 
their classroom and compares this to the Iowa Core. The Iowa Curriculum Assessment 
Tool (ICAT) is available for districts to use when engaging teachers in this process. The 

http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=301&Itemid=1335
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=301&Itemid=1335
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1087&Itemid=1176
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1087&Itemid=1176
http://www.iowaaeaonline.org/
http://www.iowaaea.org/
http://www.corecurriculum.iowa.gov/
http://www.iowaaeaonline.org/
http://www.corecurriculum.iowa.gov/
http://www.corecurriculum.iowa.gov/
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Department recommends that the ICAT be used in science, social studies and 21st 
century skills first and used in ELA and mathematics after the state board meeting in 
November [2010]. 
http://www.aea11.k12.ia.us/educators/ICC/documents/Yr_3_resources/letter.pdf 
 

125.  ICDP Individual Career Development Plan 281—IAC 12.7(1)(c)  
Provisions for individual teacher professional development plans. 
Each school district shall ensure that every teacher as defined in rule 281—
83.2(284,284A) has an individual teacher professional development plan that meets the 
expectations in 281—subrule 83.6(1). 
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/acts?f=templates&fn=default.htm 
 
There is a provision in the Teacher Quality Act that the individual plans are to have goals 
beyond the attendance center PD plan. The goals are to be set in cooperation with the 
career teacher and the teacher's evaluator. The individual plan should align with the 
attendance center and district plan. It is clear that the plan needs to be developed in 
cooperation with the teacher and evaluator (with consultation with the supervisor if the 
evaluator is not the supervisor). All goals are to be based, at a minimum, on the needs of 
the teacher, the Iowa Teaching Standards, and the student achievement goals of the 
attendance center and the school district.  
 
It is appropriate for the individual plans to be a team plan, and it is possible for all plans to 
be the same or similar if teachers have cooperatively developed similar goals as part of a 
collaborative process. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=1032:can-
the-building-administrator-determine-the-individual-teacher-professional-development-
plan-goals 
 

126.  ICEL Instruction, Curriculum, 
Environment, Learner 

 

127.  ICF Intermediate Care Facility  

128.  ICN Iowa Communications Network The ICN is the country’s premier fiber-optic network, committed to continued 
enhancement of distance learning and providing Iowans with convenient, equal access to 
education and government. The Network makes it possible for Iowans, physically 
separated by location, to interact in an efficient, creative, and cost-effective manner. 
Through partnerships with education, medicine, the judicial system, government 
agencies, and the National Guard, the Network brings live, full-motion video to over 700 
classrooms around Iowa, located in schools, National Guard armories, libraries, hospitals, 
and federal and state government offices. ICN services include full-motion video, video 
over IP, voice, data, WAN connections, and high-speed Internet. 
 
The ICN provides voice, video, data, WAN connections and Internet via an expansive 
network of state-owned and leased fiber.  
http://www.icn.state.ia.us/ 
 

129.  IDEA Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act  

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is a law ensuring services to 
children with disabilities throughout the nation. IDEA governs how states and public 
agencies provide early intervention, special education and related services to more than 
6.5 million eligible infants, toddlers, children and youth with disabilities. 
 
Infants and toddlers with disabilities (birth-2) and their families receive early intervention 
services under IDEA Part C. Children and youth (ages 3-21) receive special education 
and related services under IDEA Part B. 
http://idea.ed.gov/ 

130.  IDM Instructional Decision Making The Instructional Decision Making (IDM) is a proactive process that provides direction for 
districts, buildings and teachers to effectively meet each student’s individual learning 
needs. IDM focuses on data regarding students’ responses to instruction to guide future 
educational decisions. It drives how curriculum is delivered through instruction. The Iowa 
Department of Education supports, but does not mandate, this process. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=801&Itemid=1305 
 

131.  IEC Iowa Educators Consortium The Iowa Educators Consortium, IEC, is an initiative of the Iowa Area Education 
Agencies. Iowa AEAs formed the IEC as an independent, tax-exempt, nonprofit institution 
supporting the mission of the Area Education Agencies. The primary function of the IEC is 
to provide a voluntary purchasing program for K-12 schools by bringing all AEA statewide 
school purchasing programs under one legal umbrella and one fiscal management group. 
IEC purchases allow schools to take advantage of aggressive pricing based on the 
purchasing volume of many Iowa schools. 
http://www.iec-ia.org/ 

http://www.aea11.k12.ia.us/educators/ICC/documents/Yr_3_resources/letter.pdf
http://www.aea11.k12.ia.us/educators/ICC/documents/Yr_3_resources/letter.pdf
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/ar/iac/2810___education%20department%20__5b281__5d/0120___chapter%2012%20general%20accreditation%20standards/_r_2810_0120_0070.xml?f=templates$fn=document-frame.htm$3.0$q=$uq=$x=$up=1
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/ar/iac/2810___education%20department%20__5b281__5d/0120___chapter%2012%20general%20accreditation%20standards/_r_2810_0120_0070.xml?f=templates$fn=document-frame.htm$3.0$q=$uq=$x=$up=1
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/ar/iac/2810___education%20department%20__5b281__5d/0120___chapter%2012%20general%20accreditation%20standards/_r_2810_0120_0070.xml?f=templates$fn=document-frame.htm$3.0$q=$uq=$x=$up=1
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/acts?f=templates&fn=default.htm
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/acts?f=templates&fn=default.htm
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=1032:can-the-building-administrator-determine-the-individual-teacher-professional-development-plan-goals
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=1032:can-the-building-administrator-determine-the-individual-teacher-professional-development-plan-goals
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=1032:can-the-building-administrator-determine-the-individual-teacher-professional-development-plan-goals
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_rsticketspro&view=article&cid=1032:can-the-building-administrator-determine-the-individual-teacher-professional-development-plan-goals
http://www.icn.state.ia.us/aboutus/documents/PIIILeased%20Connections_November_2010.pdf
http://www.icn.state.ia.us/
http://www.icn.state.ia.us/
http://idea.ed.gov/
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=801&Itemid=1305
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=801&Itemid=1305
http://www.iec-ia.org/
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132.  IEP Individualized Educational Program An Individualized Education Program (IEP) is a written document for each child with a 
disability that describes the student’s educational program. The IEP is developed, 
reviewed, and revised in accordance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Improvement Act 2004 (IDEA 04). The purpose of the IEP is to provide each student with 
a plan designed to meet the student’s educational needs. 
http://www.gpaea.k12.ia.us/media/4309/chapter8.pdf 
 

133.  IESE Individual Entitled to Special 
Education 

 

134.  IFMC Iowa Foundation of Medical Care  

135.  IFSP Individualized Family Service Plan “Individualized family service plan” or “IFSP” means a written plan for providing early 
intervention services to an eligible child and the child’s family in accordance with division 
VII of these rules. [34 CFR 303.340(b)]  
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=633:earlyaccess
&catid=798:early-childhood&Itemid=2804 
Iowa Administrative Rules of Early ACCESS 
 

136.  ILO Iowa Learning Online Iowa Learning Online (ILO) is designed to help local Iowa school districts expand learning 
opportunities for their high school students through courses delivered “at a distance” 
using technologies such as the Internet and interactive video classrooms connected to the 
Iowa Communications Network (ICN). 
http://www.iowalearningonline.org/ 
 

137.  IME Iowa Medicaid Enterprises  

138.  IMS Information Management System An electronic system (an online data base) that stores information about special 
education students. AEAs enter the data to comply with special education reporting 
requirements. The data from this system determines funding for special education 
programming delivered to Iowa schools. 
 

139.  Iowa 
EdTech 
CoPi 

Iowa Educational Technology 
Communities of Practice and 
Innovation 

The Iowa EdTech “Communities of Practice & Innovation” (CoPi) offers an unprecedented 
opportunity for passionate, innovative, and dedicated teachers to contribute to improving 
teaching and learning in Iowa. The CoPi is an ongoing year-long commitment that 
involves working with fellow teachers and specialists as you implement and improve a 
new statewide “eCurriculum.” Participating teachers will engage in continuous 
professional dialogue within the community to determine the eCurriculum’s strengths and 
to contribute to its improvement. 
 
This ongoing, year-long professional opportunity offers committed teachers an exciting 
and challenging experience of being the first to implement a statewide eCurriculum. 
Implementing teachers will participate in a year-long dialogue and discussion as to the 
merits and difficulties of moving to an online/digitally dense educational environment. 
 
Implementation phase: August 2011 to June 2012 

● Implementation of the curriculum in your classroom 

● Participation in the community of practice through teleconferences and online 
discussion  

● 40 teachers in each curricular area willing to implement the digital eCurriculum 
in a face-to-face/blended classroom or online 

● 3-4 mentors and/or curriculum specialists 
 
Piloting curriculum for Iowa Core: English I, Math, Science, and Social Studies 
https://sites.google.com/site/edtechinvite/home/iowa-edtech-copi  
 

140.  IPDM Iowa Professional Development 
Model 

The Iowa Professional Development Model (IPDM) provides guidance for 
implementing the requirements related to professional development (Iowa Code 284.6 
and Iowa Administrative Code Chapters 12 and 83) as well as processes and tools for 
local districts and AEAs to use when planning, implementing, and evaluating the 
District Professional Development Plan (DPDP), the building-level (attendance center) 
plans, and individual teacher professional development plans, and individual administrator 
plans. School administrators, teachers, and others should work collaboratively to develop 
these plans by following the IPDM processes. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=232:iowaprofessi
onaldevelopmentmodel&catid=56:educator-quality&Itemid=2839#pddocuments 
IPDM Technical Assistance Manual 
 

141.  IPLAN Intervention Plan  

http://www.gpaea.k12.ia.us/media/4309/chapter8.pdf
http://www.gpaea.k12.ia.us/media/4309/chapter8.pdf
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=633:earlyaccess&catid=798:early-childhood&Itemid=2804
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=633:earlyaccess&catid=798:early-childhood&Itemid=2804
http://www.iowalearningonline.org/
http://www.iowalearningonline.org/
https://sites/
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=232:iowaprofessionaldevelopmentmodel&catid=56:educator-quality&Itemid=2839#pddocuments
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=232:iowaprofessionaldevelopmentmodel&catid=56:educator-quality&Itemid=2839#pddocuments
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142.  IPR Iowa Percentile Rank  

143.  IQPPS Iowa Quality Preschool Program 
Standards and Criteria 

The Department of Education (DE) designated Early Childhood Consultants (Early 
Learning Work Team) to develop a set of state standards. The Early Learning Work Team 
reviewed other state’s early childhood program standards and national research regarding 
program standards and criteria. Due to the research and comprehensive information of 
the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) the Iowa Early 
Learning Work Team developed state standards based on all 10 of the NAEYC program 
standards and 45% of the NAEYC program criteria. The Iowa Quality Preschool Program 
Standards (QPPS) were drafted then finalized by the spring of 2004. These standards 
were developed to be used for programs with 3- and 4-year-old children. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=681&Itemid=1571 
 

144.  ISEA Iowa State Education Association  

145.  ISSL Iowa Standards for School Leaders The Iowa Standards for School Leaders (ISSL) and criteria represent a set of knowledge 
and skills that reflects the best evidence available regarding effective leadership for Iowa 
schools. The standards and criteria are linked to the evaluation of administrators and the 
professional development plans for administrators. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1447&Itemid=2448#issl 
 

146.  I-STAR Iowa’s System to Achieve Results This is a web-based compliance review for special education requirements. 
https://www.edinfo.state.ia.us/I-Star/login.aspx 

147.  ITBS Iowa Tests of Basic Skills 
(elementary) 

The ITBS is used in grades K through 8. Schools participating in the program subscribe to 
a comprehensive program of professional services: ITBS test materials, scoring and 
reporting services, and consultation are available throughout the school year. From its 
beginning in 1935 with the Iowa Every Pupil Tests, the emphasis in the program has been 
on the use of ITBS results for instructional purposes. To that end, virtually all Iowa school 
districts-both public and private-have voluntarily participated in this program annually 
since its inception. For their part, the schools provide assistance to ITP by participating in 
research projects and test development efforts conducted by Iowa Testing Programs. 
http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/ 
 

148.  ITED Iowa Tests of Educational 
Development (secondary) 

The Iowa Statewide Testing Program is a voluntary, non-profit cooperative program for 
Iowa schools provided as a service to the schools by the College of Education of The 
University of Iowa. The ITED is used in grades 9-12. Schools participating in the program 
subscribe to a comprehensive program of professional services: ITED test materials, 
scoring and reporting services, and consultation are available throughout the school year. 
From its beginning in 1942, the emphasis in the program has been on the use of ITED 
results for instructional purposes. To that end, virtually all of Iowa school districts-both 
public and private-have voluntarily participated in this program on a regular basis since its 
inception. For their part, the schools provide assistance to ITP by participating in research 
projects and test development efforts conducted by Iowa Testing Programs. 
http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/ 
 

149.  ITP Iowa Testing Program Iowa Testing Programs (ITP) is an academic unit in the College of Education at the 
University of Iowa. The primary activities of ITP are to: 

● develop standardized achievement tests for use nationally in grades K-12 
● administer statewide achievement testing programs for the schools of Iowa provide 

consultation to school systems on test use and score interpretation conduct research 
studies involving practical and theoretical 

● help prepare specialists in educational measurement through graduate-level 
educational programs 

http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/Default.aspx 
 

150.  ITS Iowa Teaching Standards The Iowa Teaching Standards and Criteria represent a set of knowledge and skills that 
reflects the best evidence available regarding quality teaching. The purpose of the 
standards and criteria is to provide LEAs and AEAs with a consistent representation of the 
complexity and the possibilities of quality teaching. The teaching standards and 
supporting criteria are linked to the teacher evaluation system and individual professional 
development plans. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=542&Itemid=1283 
 

151.  IVRS Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation 
Services 

 

152.  IYS Iowa Youth Survey The Iowa Youth Survey is a collaborative effort conducted by the Iowa Department of 
Public Health, the Iowa Department of Education, the Office of Drug Control Policy, the 
Iowa Department of Human Services, and the Division of Criminal and Juvenile Justice 
Planning in the Department of Human Rights. It has been administered in Iowa since 
1975 but has undergone significant changes over time. 

http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=681&Itemid=1571
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=681&Itemid=1571
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1447&Itemid=2448#issl
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1447&Itemid=2448#issl
https://www.edinfo.state.ia.us/I-Star/login.aspx
http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/
http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/
http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/
http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/
http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/Default.aspx
http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/Default.aspx
http://iowa.gov/educate/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1684&Itemid=2486
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=542&Itemid=1283
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=542&Itemid=1283
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The data have been reported in various ways to meet the needs of state, regional, and 
local planners. When these reports do not meet the needs of schools, AEA and DE staff 

are available to provide guidance and needed data analysis support. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=503&Itemid=1295 
 

J    

153.  JCS Juvenile Court System  

K    

154.  K-12 Kindergarten through Grade Twelve  

155.  KU University of Kansas Learning 
Strategies and Content 
Enhancement 

 

156.  KWL Know - Want - Learn  

L    

157.  LD Learning Disability  

158.  LEA  

See also 
CSD. 

Local Education Agency Another name for a school district.  

159.  LEP 
(ELL, ESL) 

Limited English Proficiency Federal designation for students whose primary language is not English. See ELL and 
ESL. 

160.  LETRS Language Essentials for 
Teachers of Reading and 
Spelling 

LETRS (Language Essentials for Teachers of Reading and Spelling) is a professional 
development program that responds to the need for high-quality literacy educators at 
all levels. Developed by Louisa C. Moats, Ed.D., LETRS provides the deep 
foundational knowledge necessary to understand how student learn to read, write and 
spell. LETRS provides educators with a core understanding of language structure and 
helps them gain in-depth instructional information to complement their teaching 
practices. Rather than replacing the core basal reading program, LETRS brings deeper 
knowledge of reading instruction by addressing; phonics, decoding, spelling, and word 
study; oral language development; vocabulary; reading fluency;comprehension; and 
writing, as well as the foundational concepts that link them. 

161.  LRE Least Restrictive Environment Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) is based on the presumption that the general 
education environment is the first choice for educating all individuals. LRE  refers to a 
related set of requirements aimed at providing individuals with disabilities:  

a. the greatest interaction with children, youth and adults without disabilities; 
b. an appropriate education; and 
c. the special assistance needed for success in the general education 

environment. 
LRE is not contingent on funding issue 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1605&catid=811
&Itemid=2384 
 

M    

162.  MAP Measure of Academic Progress  

163.  MATC Mathematics and the Core  

164.  MCGF Multi-Cultural, Gender Fair Iowa Administrative Code  281-12.5(8)  
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=485&Itemid=1213 
 

165.  McREL Mid-Continent Research for 
Education and Learning 

McREL is a private, 501 ©(3) education research and development corporation. That’s 
our standard, legal definition—but it doesn’t capture who we really are: A committed staff 
of research and education experts working every day to help educators change the odds 
for success for all students. 
http://www.mcrel.org/ 
 

166.  MD Manifestation Determination  

167.  MD Mental Disability  

168.  MDP Meaningful Distributed Practice  

169.  MH Mental Health  

170.  MHI Mental Health Institute  

http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=503&Itemid=1295
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=503&Itemid=1295
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1605&catid=811&Itemid=2384
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1605&catid=811&Itemid=2384
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=485&Itemid=1213
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=485&Itemid=1213
http://www.changetheodds.org/
http://www.mcrel.org/
http://www.mcrel.org/
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 MTSS Multi-Tiered System of Supports https://www.educateiowa.gov/multi-tiered-system-supports-mtss  

N    

171.  NAEP National Assessment of Educational 
Progress 

Federal law requires that all states receiving Title I funds participate in the NAEP reading 
and mathematics assessments at fourth and eighth grades. Beginning in 2003, all states 
participate in the NAEP project. School districts within the state receiving Title I funding 
are chosen, at random, to participate. Students are randomly selected to participate and 
each student takes only a portion of the entire test. All students are included in the 
assessment with accommodations allowed for Students With Disabilities (SD) and 
Limited-English-Proficient (LEP) students. 
 
For more information about the NAEP and the results of Iowa students having participated 
in the NAEP visit the following website:  
http://www.iowa.gov/educate/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=677&Itemid=
497 
 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1087&Itemid=1176 
 

172.  NBC National Board Certification National Board Certification (NBC) is a certification program designed and administered 
by the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS). NBC is available to 
teachers nationwide and requires candidates to demonstrate their teaching practice as 
measured against high and rigorous standards. 
http://www.nbpts.org/ 
 

173.  NCLB No Child Left Behind 2001 federal legislation that requires all students in public school districts in the US to be 
“proficient” in reading, mathematics, and science by the 2013-14 school year. Under this 
accountability system, schools identified as schools in need of improvement receive 
penalties and sanctions. 
http://www2.ed.gov/nclb/landing.jhtml 
 

174.  NCTM National Council of Teacher of 
Mathematics 

 

175.  NCTE National Council of Teachers of 
English 

 

176.  NGE National Grade Equivalent  

177.  NIMAS National Instructional Materials 
Accessibilities Standard 

 

178.  NLD Non-verbal Learning Disability  

179.  NPR National Percentile Rank  

180.  NRT Norm-Referenced Test (score 
interpretation) 

Standardized achievement batteries like the ITBS and ITED are designed mainly to 
provide for norm-referenced interpretations of the scores obtained from them. For this 
reason they are commonly called norm-referenced tests. However, the scores also permit 
criterion-referenced interpretations, as do the scores from most other tests. Thus, norm-
referenced tests are devised to enhance norm-referenced interpretations, but they also 
permit criterion-referenced interpretation. 
http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/itbs/itbs_interp_score.aspx 
  

O    

181.  OCD Obsessive Compulsive Disorder  

182.  OCR Office for Civil Rights This federal office serves student populations facing discrimination and the advocates and 
institutions promoting systemic solutions to civil rights problems. An important 
responsibility is resolving complaints of discrimination. 
http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/ 
 

183.  ODD Oppositional Defiant Disorder  

184.  OE Open Enrolled Open Enrollment is the process by which parents/guardians residing in an Iowa district 
may enroll their children into another Iowa school district under the terms and conditions 
of Iowa Code section 282.18 and 281--Iowa Administrative Code 17. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=649&Itemid=133
6 
 

185.  OH Other Health Impaired  

186.  O&M Orientation and Mobility  

187.  OSEP Office of Special Education 
Programs 

The federal Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) is dedicated to improving 
results for infants, toddlers, children and youth with disabilities ages birth through 21 by 

https://www.educateiowa.gov/multi-tiered-system-supports-mtss
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1087&Itemid=1176
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1087&Itemid=1176
http://www.nbpts.org/
http://www.nbpts.org/
http://www2.ed.gov/nclb/landing.jhtml
http://www2.ed.gov/nclb/landing.jhtml
http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/itbs/itbs_interp_score.aspx
http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/itbs/itbs_interp_score.aspx
http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/
http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=649&Itemid=1336
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=649&Itemid=1336
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providing leadership and financial support to assist states and local districts. 
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/osep/index.html?src=mr 

188.  OSERS Office of Special Education and 
Rehabilitation Services 

 

189.  OT Occupational Therapist Licensed health professional who works with special education students in the area of 
motor skills, work skills, and leisure skills. 

190.  OTR Occupational Therapist Registered  

P    

191.  P & A Iowa Protection and Advocacy  

192.  Para Para-educator Paraprofessionals, teacher's aides, educational assistants, instructional assistants, paraeducators - 
these different job titles (and there are more) reflect the variety of roles and responsibilities of this key 
member of the special education team. Today's paraeducator may be found in a pre-kindergarten 
class for children with special needs, out in the community, serving as a job coach for a student with 
developmental disabilities, in a resource room for adolescents with learning disabilities, or in a 4th-
grade classroom that contains some students with and without special needs. In short, paraeducators 
are present in most educational settings under the supervision of the teacher, and they have skills and 
contributions that make them highly valued and sought after in education. 

http://www.cec.sped.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Job_Profiles&Template=/CM/Content
Display.cfm&ContentID=2086 

193.  Part B Age 3 to graduated  

194.  Part C Birth to age 3  

195.  PBIS 
& 
SWBIS 

Positive Behavioral Interventions 
and Supports 

“What is School-Wide PBIS?” 
Improving student academic and behavior outcomes is about ensuring all students have 
access to the most effective and accurately implemented instructional and behavioral 
practices and interventions possible. SWPBS provides an operational framework for 
achieving these outcomes. More importantly, SWPBS is NOT a curriculum, intervention, 
or practice, but IS a decision making framework that guides selection, integration, and 
implementation of the best evidence-based academic and behavioral practices for 
improving important academic and behavior outcomes for all students. 
http://www.pbis.org/school/what_is_swpbs.aspx 
 

196.  PBIT Problem Based Instructional Task  

197.  PD Physical Disability  

198.  PD Professional Development 281—IAC 12.7(1)(a)  
Each school district [in Iowa] shall incorporate into its comprehensive school improvement 
plan provisions for the professional development of all staff, including the district 

professional development plan required in 281—paragraph 83.6(2)‖ a.‖  To meet the 
professional needs of all staff, professional development activities shall align with district 
goals; shall be based upon student and staff information; shall prepare all employees to 
work effectively with diverse learners and to implement multicultural, gender fair 
approaches to the educational program, . . . and shall adhere to the professional 

development standards in 281—paragraph 83.6(2)‖ b‖  to realize increased student 
achievement, learning, and performance as set forth in the comprehensive school 
improvement plan.  
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=298&Itemid=2168 
Chapter 12 Rule Interpretation Matrix October 2010 

199.  PDD Persuasive Developmental Disorder  

200.  PDD/ 
NOS 

Persuasive Developmental Disorder 
Not Otherwise Specified 

 

201.  PDP Professional Development Plan  

202.  PE Physical Education  

203.  PEC Parent Educator Connection While there are legal requirements in special education law that address parent 
participation and involvement, there is not a requirement in IDEA for states to have a 
service or organization such as the PEC for families and educators. Iowa is the only state 
in the nation that has services available across the entire state and a consultant on the 
state department staff. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=601&Itemid=160
1 
 

204.  PECS Picture Exchange Communication 
System 

 

205.  PLAAFP Present Level of Academic 
Achievement and Functional 
Performance 

 

206.  PLAS Persistently Low Achieving School All states were asked to identify their persistently lowest-achieving schools (PLAS) in 

http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/osep/index.html?src=mr
http://www.cec.sped.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Job_Profiles&Template=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=2086
http://www.cec.sped.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Job_Profiles&Template=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=2086
http://www.pbis.org/school/what_is_swpbs.aspx
http://www.pbis.org/school/what_is_swpbs.aspx
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=298&Itemid=2168
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=298&Itemid=2168
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=601&Itemid=1601
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=601&Itemid=1601
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order to receive funding under the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act's State 

Fiscal Stabilization Fund, Phase II. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1974&catid=497
&Itemid=2683 
 

207.  PP Para-Professional  

208.  PPEL Property Plant and Equipment Levy The school board may annually certify a regular Physical Plant and Equipment Levy 
(PPEL) in an amount up to 33 cents per thousand dollars of assessed valuation. 
The voters may authorize a voted Physical Plant and Equipment Levy (VPPEL) for a 
period not exceeding ten years and in an amount not exceeding $1.34 per thousand 
dollars of assessed valuation. The VPPEL revenues may be used for the same purposes 
as the PPEL revenues. In addition, the board may obtain loans against future VPPEL 
revenues and may repay that debt with interest from the VPPEL. Iowa Code section 
298.2. 
 
This levy may be used for the following purposes: purchase and improvement of grounds; 
construction of schoolhouses or buildings and opening roads to schoolhouses or 
buildings; purchase of buildings and the purchase, lease, or lease-purchase of a single 
unit of equipment or technology exceeding $500 in value; payment of debts contracted for 
the erection or construction of schoolhouses or buildings, not including interest on bonds; 
procuring or acquisition of library facilities; repairing, remodeling, reconstructing, 
improving, or expanding the schoolhouses or buildings and additions to existing 
schoolhouses; expenditures for energy conservation; rental of facilities under chapter 
28E; purchase of transportation equipment for transporting students; lease-purchase 
option agreements for school buildings; equipment purchases for recreational purposes; 
and payments to a municipality or other entity as required under section 403.19, 
subsection 2 [TIF]. Revenues may not be used for any purpose not expressly authorized 
by Iowa Code. 

209.  PPVT Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test  

210.  PR Percentile Rank A student's percentile rank is a score that tells the percent of students in a particular 
group that got lower raw scores on a test than the student did. It shows the student's 
relative position or rank in a group of students who are in the same grade and who were 
tested at the same time of year (fall, midyear, or spring) as the student. Thus, for 
example, if Toni earned a percentile rank of 72 on the Language test, it means that she 
scored higher than 72 percent of the students in the group with which she is being 
compared. Of course, it also means that 28 percent of the group scored higher than Toni. 
Percentile ranks range from 1 to 99. 
  
A student's percentile rank can vary depending on which group is used to determine the 
ranking. A student is simultaneously a member of many different groups: all students in 
her classroom, her building, her school district, her state, and the nation. Different sets of 
percentile ranks are available with the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills to permit schools to 
make the most relevant comparisons involving their students.  
http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/itbs/itbs_interp_score.aspx 
 

211.  PRT Pivotal Response Training  

212.  Psych Psychologist School psychology in Iowa has traditionally played an important role in education across 
the state. Iowa school psychologists have been very successful implementing practices 
that are very beneficial to the students and educators. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=590&Itemid=590 
 

213.  PT Physical Therapist Iowa Administrative Rules Chapter 41 
“Physical therapy” means services provided by a qualified physical therapist. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=624&Itemid=592 
 

214.  PTA Physical Therapy Assistant  

215.  PWIM Picture Word Inductive Model  

216.  PWN Prior Written Notice  

Q    

217.  QAR Questions Answer Relationships Taffy Raphael developed QAR as a tool for clarifying how students can approach the task 
of reading texts and answering questions. It helps them realize the need to consider both 
information in the text and information from their own background knowledge. Without 
QAR instruction students often over rely on text information or background knowledge. 
 
QAR is useful as a tool for conceptualizing and developing comprehension questions. 
QAR creates a way of thinking about the types of questions that are most appropriate for 

http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=8920
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=8920
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1974&catid=497&Itemid=2683
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1974&catid=497&Itemid=2683
http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/itbs/itbs_interp_score.aspx
http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/itbs/itbs_interp_score.aspx
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=590&Itemid=590
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=590&Itemid=590
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=624&Itemid=592
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=624&Itemid=592
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different points in guiding students through a text. Questions asked before reading are 
usually On My Own QARs. They are designed to access relevant prior knowledge. In 
creating questions asked during reading it is important to balance text based and 
inference questions. Search and Locate QARs should dominate and should build to the 
Author and Me QARs. Finally, after reading questions are primarily Author and Me and On 

My Own QARs. 
http://www.readinglady.com/mosaic/tools/QARQuestionAnswerRelationshipTeachingChild
renWheretoSeekAnswerstoQuestions.pdf 
 

218. Q QPPS Quality Preschool Programming 
Standards 

The Department of Education (DE) designated Early Childhood Consultants (Early 
Learning Work Team) to develop a set of state standards. The Early Learning Work Team 
reviewed other state's early childhood program standards and national research regarding 
program standards and criteria. Due to the research and comprehensive information of 
the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) the Iowa Early 
Learning Work Team developed state standards based on all 10 of the NAEYC program 
standards and 45% of the NAEYC program criteria. The Iowa Quality Preschool Program 
Standards (QPPS), were drafted then finalized by the spring of 2004. These standards 
were developed to be used for programs with 3- and 4-year-old children. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=681&catid=798&I
temid=1571 
 

219.  QRI Qualitative Reading Inventory  

R    

220.  R&D Research and Development The use of resources for the deliberate discovery of new information and ways of doing 
things, together with the application of that information in inventing new products or 
processes. 
www-personal.umich.edu/~alandear/glossary/r.html 
 

221.  RCF Residential Care Facility  

222.  RFP Request for Proposal In principle, a RFP 

● Informs suppliers that an organization is looking to procure and encourages 
them to make their best effort. 

● Requires the company to specify what it proposes to purchase. If the 
requirements analysis has been prepared properly, it can be incorporated quite 
easily into the Request document. 

● Alerts suppliers that the selection process is competitive. 
● Allows for wide distribution and response. 

● Ensures that suppliers respond factually to the identified requirements. 

● Is generally expected to follow a structured evaluation and selection procedure, 
so that an organization can demonstrate impartiality - a crucial factor in public 
sector procurements. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Request_for_proposal 
 

223.  RIOT Review records, Interview, Observe, 
Test/assess 

 

224.  RR Reading Recovery Goal 
The goal of Reading Recovery is to dramatically reduce the number of first-grade 
students who have extreme difficulty learning to read and write and to reduce the cost of 
these learners to educational systems.  
 
What 
Reading Recovery is a highly effective short-term intervention of one-to-one tutoring for 
low-achieving first graders. The intervention is most effective when it is available to all 
students who need it and is used as a supplement to good classroom teaching.  
 
Who 
Reading Recovery serves the lowest-achieving first graders—the students who are not 
catching on to the complex set of concepts that make reading and writing possible. 
http://www.readingrecovery.org/reading_recovery/facts/index.asp 
 

225.  RTI Response to Intervention  

226.  RSED Regional Special Education Director  

S    

227.  SAR Support for Accommodation  

http://www.readinglady.com/mosaic/tools/QARQuestionAnswerRelationshipTeachingChildrenWheretoSeekAnswerstoQuestions.pdf
http://www.readinglady.com/mosaic/tools/QARQuestionAnswerRelationshipTeachingChildrenWheretoSeekAnswerstoQuestions.pdf
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=681&catid=798&Itemid=1571
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=681&catid=798&Itemid=1571
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www-personal.umich.edu/%7Ealandear/glossary/r.html&rct=j&sa=X&ei=mckETvOkE9OEtgfgnoX3Dg&ved=0CDQQngkwAQ&q=research+and+development&usg=AFQjCNHnewJwi1LR1PCeike2uGeeaoWi-w
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www-personal.umich.edu/%7Ealandear/glossary/r.html&rct=j&sa=X&ei=mckETvOkE9OEtgfgnoX3Dg&ved=0CDQQngkwAQ&q=research+and+development&usg=AFQjCNHnewJwi1LR1PCeike2uGeeaoWi-w
http://procurement/
http://analysis/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Request_for_proposal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Request_for_proposal
http://www.readingrecovery.org/reading_recovery/facts/index.asp
http://www.readingrecovery.org/reading_recovery/facts/index.asp
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Request 

228.  SAT Scholastic Assessment Test 
(formerly Scholastic Aptitude Test) 

The Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT) is taken by approximately 4% of Iowa high school 
graduates. It measures critical reading and mathematics. Iowa students traditionally do 
well on the SAT with Iowa ranked second in the nation in 2006. 
 
For more information on how Iowa students do on the SAT, visit the Education Statistics 
website to view The Annual Condition of Education Report: 
http://www.iowa.gov/educate/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=
646 
 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1087&Itemid=1176 
 

229.  SBR Scientifically Based Research The term “principles of scientific research” means the use of rigorous, systematic, and 
objective methodologies to obtain reliable and valid knowledge. Specifically, such 
research requires:  

● development of a logical, evidence-based chain of reasoning;  

● methods appropriate to the questions posed;  

● observational or experimental designs and instruments that provide reliable and 
generalizable findings;  

● data and analysis adequate to support findings;  

● explication of procedures and results clearly and in detail, including 
specification of the population to which the findings can be generalized;  

● adherence to professional norms of peer review;  

● dissemination of findings to contribute to scientific knowledge; and  

● access to data for reanalysis, replication, and the opportunity to build on 
findings. 

http://www.aera.net/uploadedFiles/Opportunities/DefinitionofScientificallyBasedResearch.
pdf 
 

230.  SBRC School Budget Review Committee The School Budget Review Committee (SBRC) is a nonpartisan body established by the 
legislature with authority and responsibilities in school budgeting and accounting.  The 
SBRC is an independent agency, separate from the Department of Education and 
Department of Management. 
 
The SBRC is established to review budgets and to hold hearings on requests to modify 
budgetary limitations from school districts, area education agencies and community 
colleges.  Hearings are legal proceedings.  The committee may call school board 
members or employees as necessary for the hearings and may withhold state aid to the 
district until the committee's inquiries are satisfied completely. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1624&Itemid=2419 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

231.  SBRI Scientifically Based Reading 
Instruction 

 

232.  SBRR Scientifically Based Reading 
Research 

 

233.  SCL Supported Community Living  

234.  SCR Second Chance Reading Second Chance Reading (SCR) is a program that provides a specific course for struggling 
readers at the middle and high school levels who are reading below grade level. In middle 
schools, struggling readers are assigned to a SCR class rather than their regular reading 
class. In high schools, SCR classes are treated as an elective course. SCR focuses on 
comprehension skills but also targets vocabulary development and fluency in both fiction 
and non-fiction texts. Based on a comprehensive analysis of research on reading, SCR 
combines multiple strategies and practices into a structure for reading instruction and has 
proved successful in both urban and rural settings. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1205&Itemid=729 
 

235.  SDI Specially Designed Instruction  

236.  SDRT Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test  

237.  SEA State Education Agency A state education agency (SEA), or state department of education, is a formal 
governmental label for the state-level government agencies within each U.S. state 

http://www.aera.net/uploadedFiles/Opportunities/DefinitionofScientificallyBasedResearch.pdf
http://www.aera.net/uploadedFiles/Opportunities/DefinitionofScientificallyBasedResearch.pdf
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1624&Itemid=2419
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1624&Itemid=2419
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1624&Itemid=2419
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1624&Itemid=2419
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1624&Itemid=2419
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1624&Itemid=2419
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1624&Itemid=2419
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1624&Itemid=2419
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1205&Itemid=729
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1205&Itemid=729
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responsible for providing information, resources, and technical assistance on educational 

matters to schools and residents. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_education_agency 
 

238.  SES Socio-Economic Status Socioeconomic status (SES): A description of a person’s societal status using factors or 
measurements such as income levels, relationship to the national poverty line, 
educational achievement, neighborhood of residence, or home ownership.  
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/topics/cba/resources/guidelines/hiv-cp/appendixD.htm 
 
For assessment purposes, SES refers to students who are eligible for free and reduced 
(see F/R) lunch. 
 

239.  SIAC School Improvement Advisory 
Committee 

281—IAC 12.8(1)(a)(3) 
At least annually, the school improvement advisory committee shall also make 
recommendations to the board with regard to, but not limited to, the following:  
1. Progress achieved with the annual improvement goals for the state indicators that 
address reading, mathematics, and science in subrule 12.8(3);  
2. Progress achieved with other locally determined core indicators; and  
3. Annual improvement goals for the state indicators that address reading, mathematics, 
and science achievement.  
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=298&Itemid=2168 
Chapter 12 Rule Interpretation Matrix October 2010, p. 71 
 
Note: What a school calls/names this committee is locally determined. 
 

240.  SICM Southeast Iowa Case Management  

241.  SINA School in Need of Assistance Under NCLB, public school districts and public schools must report the academic 
progress of all students in grades 3 to 8 and 11 and students by subgroups and their test 
participation rates in the subject areas of reading and mathematics. Public elementary 
and middle school average daily attendance (ADA) rates and public high school 
graduation rates are the additional indicators for public school districts. 
 
If a school does not meet the annual AYP state participation goals or state Annual 
Measurable Objectives (AMO) in reading or mathematics assessment in either the “all 
students” group or any one of the subgroups for two consecutive years, it is designated as 
a school in need of assistance, which is also referred to as SINA. 
 
If a district does not meet the annual AYP state participation goals or state AMO in either 
the “all students” group or any one of the subgroups within the required grade spans (3-5, 
6-8, and 11) in the same subject area (either reading or mathematics) for two consecutive 
years, it shall be identified as a district in need of assistance, which is also referred to as 
DINA. If a district does not meet the goals for district level K-8 average daily attendance 
rate and high school graduation rate for two consecutive years, it also shall be identified 
as a district in need of assistance. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1923&catid=497
&Itemid=2617 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

242.  SLDS Statewide Longitudinal Data System The Iowa Department of Education is receiving an $8.8 million Statewide Longitudinal 
Data System (SLDS) Grant from the U.S. Department of Education's Institute of 
Education Sciences. The grant is for five years. With this grant, the state will enhance its 
capabilities to provide consistent, reliable, and accurate quality data about Iowa 
education. Giving teachers and administrators the tools for deep data analysis offers them 
a more detailed picture of student achievement and the factors that influence student 
performance. With this data in hand, Iowa educators are empowered to help all students 
achieve greater success. The funds will also change the way student data moves across 
educational entities throughout the state, allowing for robust security and increased 
efficiency. 
 
The Iowa Department of Education has worked over the past few years to enhance its 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_education_agency
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_education_agency
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/topics/cba/resources/guidelines/hiv-cp/appendixD.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/topics/cba/resources/guidelines/hiv-cp/appendixD.htm
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statewide education data system and these funds will boost further development by: 

● Generating a unified infrastructure for  education-related data, which would 
combine information from multiple sources into one common system called 
EdInsight; 

● Establishing interconnectivity between various education entities to allow 
greater analysis of information and enhance future planning capabilities; 

● Allowing automatic transmission of data from school districts to the Iowa 
Department of Education to improve the accuracy and timeliness of data; 

● Enhancing tools needed for deep analysis of long-term education trends, not 
short-term snapshots of student achievement; 

● Investigating linking education data with workforce information to offer deeper 
analysis of student preparedness;\ 

● Developing a system that provides information on a student's complete 
academic career from kindergarten through college; 

● Developing electronic transcripts for quick transfer of secondary student 
information to colleges and universities (eTranscript); 

● Improving the ability to locate information on students transferring between 
districts. 

The federal Statewide Longitudinal Data System Grant program is designed to help state 
education agencies develop and implement longitudinal data systems. These systems are 
intended to enhance the ability of states, districts, schools, and teachers to make data-
driven decisions to improve student learning, as well as facilitate research to increase 
student achievement and close achievement gaps. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2030&Itemid=26
74 
 

243.  SLP Speech-Language Pathologist “Speech-language pathology services” includes the following: 
Identification of children with speech or language impairments; 
Diagnosis and appraisal of specific speech or language impairments; 
Referral for medical or other professional attention necessary for the habilitation of 
speech or 
language impairments; 
Provision of speech and language services for the habilitation or prevention of 
communicative 
impairments; and 
Counseling and guidance of parents, children, and teachers regarding speech and 
language impairments. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=624&Itemid=1640 
Administrative Rules for Special Education Chapter 41 
 

244.  SLPA Speech Language Pathology 
Assistant 

 

245.  SOD Suspicion of Disability  

246.  SPED 
(SE) 

Special Education An Act 
To reauthorize the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, and for other purposes. 
<<NOTE: Dec. 3, 2004 -  [H.R. 1350]>>  
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, <<NOTE: Individuals with  
Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004. 20 USC 1400 note.>>  
 
(d) Purposes.--The purposes of this title are-- 
            ``(1)(A) to ensure that all children with disabilities have  
        available to them a free appropriate public education that  
        emphasizes special education and related services designed to  
        meet their unique needs and prepare them for further education,  
        employment, and independent living; 
            ``(B) to ensure that the rights of children with  
        disabilities and parents of such children are protected; and 
            ``(C) to assist States, localities, educational service  
        agencies, and Federal agencies to provide for the education of  
        all children with disabilities; 
            ``(2) to assist States in the implementation of a statewide,  
        comprehensive, coordinated, multidisciplinary, interagency  
        system of early intervention services for infants and toddlers  
        with disabilities and their families; 
            ``(3) to ensure that educators and parents have the  
        necessary tools to improve educational results for children with  

http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1691&catid=45&Itemid=2490
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1970&Itemid=1
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2030&Itemid=2674
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2030&Itemid=2674
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=624&Itemid=1640
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=624&Itemid=1640
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        disabilities by supporting system improvement activities;  
        coordinated research and personnel preparation; coordinated  
        technical assistance, dissemination, and support; and technology  
        development and media services; and 
            ``(4) to assess, and ensure the effectiveness of, efforts to  
        educate children with disabilities. 
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-
bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=108_cong_public_laws&docid=f:publ446.108 
 

247.  SPP State Performance Plan  

248.  SS Standard Score Like the grade equivalent (GE), the developmental standard score is also a number that 
describes a student's location on an achievement continuum. The scale used with the 
ITBS and ITED was established by assigning a score of 200 to the median performance 
of students in the spring of grade 4 and 250 to the median performance of students in the 
spring of grade 8. 
 
The main advantage of the developmental standard score scale is that it mirrors reality 
better than the grade-equivalent scale. That is, it shows that year-to-year growth is usually 
not as great at the upper grades as it is at the lower grades. (Recall that the grade-
equivalent scale shows equal average annual growth -- 10 months -- between any pair of 
grades.) Despite this advantage, the developmental standard scores are much more 
difficult to interpret than grade equivalents. Consequently, when teachers and counselors 
wish to estimate a student's annual growth or current developmental level, grade 

equivalents are the scores of choice. 
http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/itbs/itbs_interp_score.aspx 
 

249.  SSI Supplemental Security Income  

250.  START Iowa Core’s Characteristics of 
Effective Instruction 

S – Student-Centered Classrooms 
T – Teaching for Understanding 
A – Assessment for Learning 
R – Rigorous and Relevant Curriculum 
T – Teaching for Learner Differences 

251.  STEM Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics 

The President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST) presented a 
report in September 2010:  Prepare and Inspire: K-12 Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math (STEM) Education for America’s Future. This report provides a strategy for 
improving K-12 STEM education that responds to the tremendous challenges and historic 
opportunities facing the Nation. 
 
We must prepare students so they have a strong foundation in STEM subjects and are 
able to use this knowledge in their personal and professional lives. And we must inspire 
students so that all are motivated to study STEM subjects in school and many are excited 
about the prospect of having careers in STEM fields. 
 
Note: The President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST) is an 
advisory group of the nation’s leading scientists and engineers, appointed by the 
President to augment the science and technology advice available to him from inside the 
White House and from cabinet departments and other Federal agencies. PCAST is 
consulted about and often makes policy recommendations concerning the full range of 
issues where understandings from the domains of science, technology, and innovation 
bear potentially on the policy choices before the President. PCAST is administered by the 
White House Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP). 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/pcast-stem-ed-final.pdf 
 

252.  STEP Secondary Transitional Education 
Program (Fifth Year H.S. Program)  

Southeastern Community College (Burlington) 

253.  SSW School Social Worker n. “Social work services in schools” includes the following: 
(1) Preparing a social or developmental history concerning a child with a disability; 
(2) Group and individual counseling with the child and family; 
(3) Working in partnership with parents and others on those problems in a child’s living 
situation 
(home, school, and community) that affect the child’s adjustment in school; 
(4) Mobilizing school and community resources to enable the child to learn as effectively 
as 
possible in his or her educational program; and 
(5) Assisting in developing positive behavioral intervention strategies. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=624&Itemid=1640 
Iowa Administrative Rules of Special Education 
 

http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=108_cong_public_laws&docid=f:publ446.108
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254.  START See next column. Non-regulatory guidance about characteristics of effective instruction that support 
implementation of the Iowa Core. 
S = Student-Centered Classrooms 
T = Teaching for Understanding 
A = Assessment for Learning 
R = Rigorous &  Relevant Curriculum 
T = Teaching for Learner 

255.  TA Teacher Associate  

256.  TAG Talented and Gifted  

257.  TBI Traumatic Brain Injury  

258.  TCM Targeted Case Management  

259.  TEMA Test of Early Mathematics Ability  

260.  TERA Tests of Early Reading Ability  

261.  TEWL Tests of Early Written Language  

T    

262.  TIMSS Trends in International Mathematics 
Science Study (formerly known as the 

Third International Mathematics and Science 
Study) 

Provides reliable and timely data on the mathematics and science achievement of U.S. 
students compared to that of students in other countries. Offered in 1995, 1999, and 
2003, TIMSS provides trend data on students' mathematics and science achievement 
from an international perspective. 
http://nces.ed.gov/timss/ 
 

263.  Title I  
Part A 

Federal Program  
(Funding) 

This part of No Child Left Behind Act supports programs in schools and Local Education 
Agencies (LEAs) to improve the learning of children from low-income families. The U.S. 
Department of Education provides Title I funds to states to give to school districts based 
on the number of children from low-income families in each. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=659&Itemid=1650 
 

264.  Title I 
Part B 
(Subpart 1) 

Reading First 
Federal Program 
(Funding) 

Student Reading Skills Improvement Grants—Reading First 

Note: The federal funding for the Reading First program is ended. 

265.  Title I  
Part B 
(Subpart 3) 

Even Start 
Federal Program 
(Funding) 

The Even Start Family Literacy Program is a federally funded family literacy program of 
the U.S. Department of Education administered through the Iowa Department of 
Education and operated by local grantees. The program was developed to help break the 
cycle of poverty and illiteracy by improving the education opportunities of families most in 
need in terms of poverty and illiteracy. These programs provide literacy services to both 
parents and children supporting their relationship to ensure child success. Even Start 
family literacy services are those services provided to participants on a voluntary basis 
that are of sufficient intensity in terms of hours, and of sufficient duration, to make 
sustainable changes in a family, and that integrate the four components. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=85&Itemid=1652 
 

266.  Title I 
Part C 

Education of Migratory Children 
Federal Program 
(Funding) 

Funds support high quality education programs for migratory children and help ensure 
that migratory children who move among the states are not penalized in any manner by 
disparities among states in curriculum, graduation requirements, and LEA content and 
achievement standards. Funds also ensure that migratory children not only are provided 
with appropriate educational services (including supportive services) that address their 
special needs but also that such children receive full and appropriate opportunities to 
meet the same challenging LEA content and achievement standards that all children are 
expected to meet. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=665&Itemid=1653 
 

267.  Title I 
Part D 

Neglected and Delinquent Federal 

Program 
(Funding) 

This program consists of two subparts: the State Agency Neglected and Delinquent 
formula grant program and the Local Educational Agency program. 
 
The State Agency Neglected and Delinquent program provides formula grants to SEAs for 
supplementary education services to help provide education continuity for children and 
youth in state-run juvenile and adult correctional institutions so they can make successful 
transitions to school or employment upon release from state institutions. 
 
The Local Educational Agency program requires each SEA to reserve funds generated by 
the number of children in locally operated institutions for delinquent youth from its Title I 
allocation. Funds are awarded to LEAs to provide educational and support services for 
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youth in local correctional facilities. 
 
A written agreement must exist between an LEA and the neglected and/or delinquent 
facility. The LEA is also responsible for evaluating the education program operated by the 
facility.  
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=666&Itemid=1654 
 
 
 
 
 
 

268.  Title II 
Part A 

Teacher and Principal Training 
and Recruiting Fund 
Federal Program 
(Funding) 

This program is designed to improve student achievement by providing funds to school 
districts for the training, recruitment and retention of teachers and principals. Because 
each school district has unique needs with respect to educator quality, the program allows 
funds allocated to school districts to be used for a wide array of interventions and 
strategies. The program combines the former Eisenhower Professional Development and 
Class Size Reduction programs, and requires activities that are based on scientific 
research and have demonstrated evidence of improved student achievement. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=533&Itemid=1657 
 

269.  Title II 
Part B 

Mathematics and Science 
Partnerships 
Federal Program 
(Funding) 

This program is designed to improve student academic achievement in mathematics and 
science by funding partnerships through a competitive grant process. The partnerships 
supported through this program bring together mathematics and science teachers with 
scientists, mathematicians, and engineers to expand teachers' subject matter knowledge 
of and research in science and mathematics. The program supports partnerships that 
provide opportunities for ongoing and advanced professional development for teachers, 
promote and support the redesign of instruction and curriculum in mathematics and 
science, and recruit mathematics, engineering, and science majors to teaching. 
Partnerships supported through this program must engage in activities that are based on 
scientific research. The Iowa Department of Education cooperates with the Iowa Board of 
Regents (which has a comparable program funded through Title II, Part A) in conducting 
the required competitive grant process. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=534&Itemid=1658 
 

270.  Title II 
Part D 

Enhancing Education Through 
Technology Act  
Federal Program 
(Funding) 

Technology can be used to enhance teaching and learning. The principal goal of this 
program, funded by Title II Part D dollars, is to improve student academic achievement 
through the use of technology in elementary and secondary schools. It is also designed to 
assist students in becoming technologically literate by the end of the eighth grade and 
encourage the effective integration of technology with professional development. The 
program targets funds primarily to school districts that are high poverty and have low-
performing schools or schools requiring assistance in acquiring and using technology. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1570&catid=810
&Itemid=2536 
 

271.  Title III 
Part A 

English Language Acquisition, 
Language Enhancement, and 
Academic Achievement Act 
Federal Program 
(Funding) 

This program assists states and school districts in teaching English to limited English 
proficient students, including immigrant students, and helping these students meet the 
same challenging academic standards expected of all students. The program 
accomplishes this by providing, through state allocations, federal funds to eligible 
agencies to address the language and achievement needs of English Language Learners 
(ELL). Each state is required to use 95% of its allocation for subgrants to eligible 
agencies. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=568&Itemid=2273 
 

272.  Title IV 
Part A 

Safe and Drug-Free Schools and 
Communities Federal Program 

(Funding) 

The Safe and Drug-Free Schools State Grant Program provides federal assistance to 
schools for program and activities that: 

● Prevent violence in and around schools 

● Prevent the illegal use of alcohol, tobacco, and drugs 

● Involve parents and communities 

● Coordinate with related Federal, State, and local activities.  
 

The State Grant Program supports Goal 4 of the "No Child Left Behind Act of 2001", to 
ensure that "all students will be educated in learning environments that are safe, drug-
free, and conductive to learning". By law, at least eighty percent of the state's grant award 
is distributed to school districts. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=680&Itemid=1663 
 

273.  Title IV 21st Century Learning The purpose of the 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) program, first 
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Part B Communities Federal Program 

(Funding) 

authorized as a national program in 1996, is to provide grants to schools, community-
based, faith-based, and/or non-profit organizations as partners for the establishment of 
community learning centers to keep children safe in the after school hours. With the 
enactment of the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 the administration of the 
distribution of funding for the 21st CCLC program has been devolved to the states. The 
overarching goal of the state administered program is to establish or expand community 
learning centers during non-school hours to provide students who attend schools eligible 
for Title I Schoolwide Program funds (i.e., 40% of students are eligible to receive free and 
reduced lunch) with academic enrichment opportunities and supportive services 
necessary to help them achieve academically and develop socially, emotionally, 
physically, and behaviorally. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=567&Itemid=1664 

274.  Title V 
Part A 

Promoting Informed Parental 
Choice and Innovative Programs 
Federal Program 
(Funding) 

Through the transferability of funds from other designated Title programs, districts may 
support high-quality, innovative educational programs according to Title V-A guidelines. 
The funds can be used for a broad range of areas and activities to improve academic 
achievement and the quality of education for students, to improve teacher quality, and to 
improve school performance. Allowable activities include, among others: professional 
development; class-size reduction; community service programs; consumer and personal 
finance education; programs to hire and support school nurses; school based mental 
health services; alternative education programs; pre-K programs; academic intervention 
programs; smaller learning communities; activities and services to advance student 
achievement; service-learning activities; school safety programs; Title I supplemental 
educational services; dropout prevention; gifted and talented education; and parental and 
community involvement. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=627&Itemid=1666 
 

275.  Title VI 
Part A 

Improving Academic 
Achievement 
Federal Program 
(Funding) 

Funds made available to pay the costs of the development of the additional assessments 

and standards required by Section 1111(b) of the No Child Left Behind Act. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=676&Itemid=1668 
 

276.  Title VI 
Part B 

Rural Education Achievement 
Program (REAP) 
 

The purpose of this program is to provide financial assistance to rural districts to assist 
them in meeting their state's definition of adequate yearly progress (AYP). Applicants do 
not compete but rather are entitled to funds if they meet basic eligibility requirements. 
Eligibility is restricted by statute. Awards are issued annually directly to eligible LEAs on a 
formula basis. 
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/reapsrsa/index.html 
 
 

277.  Title X 
Part C 

Homeless Federal Program 

(Funding) 

Title X - Part C provides states and local school districts with resources to support 
appropriate services and programs for children and youth who are identified as being 
homeless. States must ensure that each homeless youth and child has equal access to 
the same free, appropriate public education, including a public preschool education, as 
other children and youth. States and districts are required to review and revise policies 
that may act as barriers to enrollment, attendance or success in school for homeless 
children and youth. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=422&Itemid=1393#
TitleXPartC 
 

278.  TL Teacher Librarian  

279.  TOWL Test of Written Language  

280.  TQ Teacher Quality  

U    

281.  UIHC – 
CDD 

University of Iowa – Center for 
Developmental Disabilities 

 

282.  USDE United States Department of 
Education 

Federal agency that monitors state compliance with federal program/funding 
requirements. Note: Iowa received over 120 million dollars in federal funds for education 
in 2002. 
http://www.ed.gov/ 
 

V    

283.  VOC-
REHAB 

Office of Vocational Rehabilitation  

284.  VI Visually Impaired  

285.  VITAL Fifth Year H.S. Program at  
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Kirkwood 

W    

286.  WE Work Experience  

287.  WIC Women, Infant, and Children A supplemental food and nutrition program for mothers, infants, and children. 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/wic/ 
 

288.  WPN Written Prior Notice  

289.  WPM Words per Minute  

290.  WRAT Wide Range Achievement Test  

291.  WRMT Woodcock Reading Mastery Test  

Num
eric 

   

292.  281—
IAC 
Chapter 
12 

281 = Education Department 
 
IAC = Iowa Administrative Code 
 
12 = General Accreditation Standards 

The goal for the early childhood through twelfth grade educational system in Iowa is to 
improve the learning, achievement, and performance of all students so they become 
successful members of a community and workforce. It is expected that each school and 
school district shall continue to improve its educational system so that more students will 
increase their learning, achievement, and performance. 
 
Accreditation focuses on an ongoing school improvement process for schools and school 
districts. However, general accreditation standards are the minimum requirements that 
must be met by an Iowa public school district to be accredited. A public school district that 
does not maintain accreditation shall be merged, by the state board of education, with one 
or more contiguous school districts as required by Iowa Code subsection 256.11(12). A 
nonpublic school must meet the general accreditation standards if it wishes to be 
designated as accredited for operation in Iowa. 
 
General accreditation standards are intended to fulfill the state’s responsibility for making 
available an appropriate educational program that has high expectations for all students in 
Iowa. The accreditation standards ensure that each child has access to an educational 
program that meets the needs and abilities of the child regardless of race, color, national 
origin, gender, disability, religion, creed, marital status, geographic location, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or socioeconomic status. 
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll/acts?f=templates&fn=default.htm 
 
 
The Chapter 12 Rule Interpretation Matrix contains Iowa school accreditation 
requirements, guidance, and the “bar” at which a school does not meet the accreditation 
for a particular requirement. 
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=298&Itemid=2168 
 

293.  4 Plus Secondary Transitional 
Education Program (Fifth Year 
H.S. Program) 

 

294.  504 
 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973 (civil rights law) 

Section 504 is a federal law designed to protect the rights of individuals with disabilities in 
programs and activities that receive Federal financial assistance from the U.S. 
Department of Education (ED). Section 504 provides: "No otherwise qualified individual 
with a disability in the United States . . . shall, solely by reason of her or his disability, be 
excluded from the participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to 
discrimination under any program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance . . . ." 
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/504faq.html 
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