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TOPS UNIVERSITY DIPLOMA TOPS TECH JUMPSTART DIPLOMA 

English – 4 units 

• English I, II, III, IV 
Math – 4 units  

• Algebra I 

• Geometry 

• Algebra II 

• 1 unit from: Advanced Math, Pre-Calculus DE, 
AP Calculus AB, AP Statistics 

Science – 4 units  

• Biology 

• Chemistry 

• 2 units from: Physical Science, Physics, AP 
Biology II, AP/DE Chemistry, Environmental 
Science 

Social Studies – 4 units  

• Civics or AP Government 

• US History or AP US History 

• 2 units from: World Geography, AP Human 
Geography, World History, World History DE 

Health – .5 units 

• NS I and II may be used to meet the Health 
Education requirement 

Physical Education – 1 1/2 units 

• PE I and II 

• NS I and II 
Foreign Language – 2 units 

• 2 units from the same foreign language 
Art – 1 unit 

• 1 unit from: Fine Arts Survey, Art, Band, 
Media Arts, Theatre 

Electives – 3 units 
 
Total units required – 24 

English – 2 units  

• English I, II 

• 2 units from: English III, Technical Writing, 
English IV, Business English 

Math – 4 units  

• Algebra I 

• 3 units from: Geometry, Algebra II, Advanced 
Math, Financial Literacy, Business Math 

Science – 2 units  

• Biology 

• Chemistry 

• 1 unit from: Physical Science, Chemistry, 
Environmental Science, Agriscience I & II 

Social Studies – 2 units 

• Civics  

• US History 
Health – .5 units 

• NS I and II may be used to meet the Health 
Education requirement 

Physical Education – 1 1/2 units 

• PE I and II 

• NS I and II 
JumpStart – 9 units 

• JumpStart course sequences, workplace 
experiences, and credentials as approved in 
Regional JumpStart proposals.* 

 
Total units required – 23 
A student shall complete a regionally designed, district-implemented 
series of Career and Technical Education JumpStart coursework and 
workplace-based learning experiences leading to a statewide or 
regional JumpStart credential. Each student’s JumpStart graduation 
pathway shall include courses and workplace experiences specific to 
the credential, courses related to foundational career skills 
requirements, and other courses (including career electives) that the 

regional team determines are appropriate for the career pathway. 
 
Louisiana now requires all students to choose the TOPS University or TOPS Tech/Jumpstart diploma pathway for 
graduation. Students are required to successfully complete the following units in their chosen pathway. 

 

Beginning with students entering the 9th grade in 2014-15 and graduating in the 2017-18 school year and thereafter, the 
calculation of the TOPS Core grade point average will use a 5 point scale for grades earned in certain AP courses, Gifted 
Courses, and Dual Enrollment courses used to complete the TOPS Core Curriculum. BESE determines which courses 
qualify. For such courses, 5 quality points will be assigned to a letter grade of “A”, 4 quality points will be assigned to a 
letter grade of “B”, 3 quality points will be assigned to a letter grade of “C”, 2 quality points will be assigned to a letter 
grade of “D”, and zero quality points will be assigned to a letter grade of “F”. Students earning credit in courses graded 
on the 5-point scale may earn a grade point average on the TOPS Core that exceeds 4.00. 



 

 

COURSE OPTIONS

 
ENGLISH PE/HEALTH/ROTC VOCATIONAL ELECTIVES 

English I or English I Honors 
English II or English II Honors 
English III  
AP English III  
Technical Writing  
English IV   
AP English IV  
English DE (Eng 1001) 
Business English 
 

PE I, II, III, IV 
Athletic PE I, II, III, IV 
Health 
NJROTC I, II, III, IV 
Weightlifting 
 

Agriscience I, II, III 
Quest for Success 

Certified Nursing Assistant 
Culinary Arts 
Customer Service 
Entrepreneurship I, II 
First Responder 
NCCER Carpentry I, II 
NCCER Electrical I, II 
NCCER Millwright I, II 
NCCER Welding I, II 
Marketing 
Medical Assistant 
Pro Start I, II 

MATH VISUAL ARTS TECHNOLOGY ELECTIVES 

Algebra I 
Geometry or Geometry A 
Algebra II or Algebra II A 
Pre-Calculus DE (Math 1021) 
Pre-Calculus DE (Math 1022) 
AP Statistics  
AP Calculus I AB   
Math Essentials  
Financial Literacy 

Art I, II, III, IV 
Talented Art 
Fine Arts Survey 

AP Computer Science Principles 
AP Computer Science A 
Basic Computer Applications (BCA) 
Computer Multimedia Presentations 
Cybersecurity 
Digital Videography 
Media Arts 
Programming for Engineers 
Intro to Business Computer Applications (IBCA) 
Intro to Computational Thinking  
Drones: Unmanned Operational Vehicles 

SCIENCE PERFORMING ARTS GENERAL ELECTIVES 
Biology or Biology Honors 
Chemistry  
Environmental Science 
Physical Science 
AP Biology II  
Chemistry AP/DE (Chem 1201) 
Chemistry AP/DE (Chem 1202) 
Physics 
AP Physics 1: Algebra-Based 
AP Physics C: Mechanics 

Beginning Band 
Advanced Band 
Beginning Choir 
Advanced Choir 
Theatre I, II, III 
Talented Theatre 
 

Anatomy & Physiology 
Fantasy Literature 
Intro to Engineering  
Law Studies 
Library Assistant 
Principles of Engineering 
Psychology DE (Psych 100) 
Public Speaking DE (Comm 211) 
Publications 
Speech I, II 

SOCIAL STUDIES FOREIGN LANGUAGES  
World Geography  
AP Human Geography  
Civics or AP Government  
US History or AP US History  
World History  
World History DE (Hist 1005) 
World History DE (Hist 1007) 

French I, II, III, IV  
Spanish I, II, III, IV 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Honors: An in-depth study of the skills and concepts taught in the traditional classes.  Honors courses require higher 
order thinking and more independent work. 

Dual Enrollment: Students take a college level course while earning high school credit as well.   Students are required to 
complete all assignments and assessments that the college liaison-professor requires. If the student pays to enroll in the 
dual enrollment course and earns a C or higher in the course, he/she will obtain college credit at most colleges. 

Advanced Placement: Students complete college level work that is recognized nationwide.  At the end of the course, 
students take an AP exam to determine if they earn college credit for the course. College credit varies based on the 
university. 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
ENGLISH 

 

English I: This course emphasizes the fundamental language skills of reading, writing, speaking, listening, thinking, 
viewing, and presenting. An emphasis on vocabulary, grammar, and composition skills will be an on-going part of the 
course. The course includes studies of various literary genres: short story, poetry, novel, drama, and non-fiction. The 
development of critical reading and writing skills is a major emphasis of the course. Students are required to take the 
English I Leap 2025 assessment at the end of the course. 
   
English I Honors: This course concentrates on a general review of grammar with emphasis upon usage. Strong attention 
will be given to the development of composition and critical reading skills. Vocabulary development and outside reading 
will complement this course of study. Literature study will be supported by composition. Literary emphasis includes the 
short story, novel, drama, and poetry. Students are required to take the English I Leap 2025 assessment at the end of 
the course. 
 
English II: This course includes a review of grammar skills, the teaching of intermediate composition skills, and an 
examination of various literary genres that include the short story, poetry, drama, non-fiction, and the novel. Emphasis 
in both semesters will be placed on vocabulary development, composition skills, critical reading, and critical writing 
skills. Students are required to take the English II Leap 2025 assessment at the end of the course. 
   
English II Honors: In this course, students will review writing skills and extend their study of vocabulary, the short story, 
novel, poetry, and drama. Strong attention will be given to the development of composition and critical reading skills. 
Composition will support literature study. Students are required to take the English II Leap 2025 assessment at the end 
of the course. 
 
English III: This course continues emphasis on composition skills and literary analysis through a focus on the American 
Experience. Studies will focus on the colonization of America and its fight for independence during the Fall semester and 
America’s expansion into many new directions in the Spring Semester. Study will include the exploration of English as a 
developing and changing language. Students will be studying the development of American Literature and important 
American authors. All literary study is supported by composition. 
 
AP English III (Language and Composition): This course prepares students to be successful on the AP exam. Reading 
requirements of this course are more demanding and require insightful analysis. This instruction also provides the 
student with sophisticated techniques for success in writing on a college level. This class prepares students for life after 
high school-college or the work force. Students are required to take the AP Language and Composition exam at the end 
of the course.  
 



 

 

Technical Writing: This course includes skills in verbal and written communication in the workplace. Students will know 
and use terminology in their chosen field of work. Emphasis will be placed on ACT WORKKEYS. 
 
AP English IV (Literature and Composition): Advanced Placement English IV is designed for the above-average, college-
bound student. Writing about literature by analyzing the themes and the stylistic and rhetorical devices of selected 
works by a variety of authors is emphasized.  One of the main objectives of this class is to prepare the student to earn 
college credit through the Advanced Placement Literature and Composition Examination. Students are required to take 
the AP Literature and Composition exam at the end of the course.  
 
English IV: Students will receive an overview of British literature from early Anglo-Saxon to Modern. Literary study will 
be infused with historical applications for a better understanding of the social and historical context of the readings. 
 
English IV Dual Enrollment (English 1001): This course is offered through LSU and includes skills in verbal and written 
communication in the workplace. Students will know and use terminology in their chosen field of work. Pre-requisite- 
Students must have a 2.5 GPA and minimum ACT scores of 18 English, 19 Math, and 20 Composite. 
 
Business English: This course provides students with the skills needed to be successful in a business organization. 
Students will study common business correspondence, including the correct form and use of business applications, 
information management, information technology, and telecommunications. Emphasis will be placed on ACT 
WORKKEYS. 
 

MATH 

 
Algebra I:  This course introduces students to variables, algebraic expressions, equations, functions, inequalities, and their 
multiple representations. Students will develop the ability to explore and solve real-world application problems, 
demonstrate the appropriate use of graphing calculators, and communicate mathematical ideas clearly. Students are 
required to take the Algebra I Leap 2025 assessment at the end of the course.  
 
9th & 10th Math Essentials: This course will reinforce and grow existing algebra and geometry skills to learn complex 
algebraic and geometric concepts students will need for further study of mathematics. 
 
Geometry: This course is designed to emphasize the study of the properties and applications of common geometric 
figures in two and three dimensions.  It includes the study of transformations and right triangle trigonometry.  Inductive 
and deductive thinking skills are used in problem solving situations, and applications to the real world are stressed.  It 
also emphasizes writing proofs to solve (prove) properties of geometric figures. Students are required take the 
Geometry LEAP 2025 assessment at the end of the course. 
 
Geometry A: Students who enroll in this course are on an advanced math track. Students will study of the properties 
and applications of common geometric figures in two and three dimensions.  It includes the study of transformations 
and right triangle trigonometry.  Inductive and deductive thinking skills are used in problem solving situations, and 
applications to the real world are stressed.  It also emphasizes writing proofs to solve (prove) properties of geometric 
figures. Students are required take the Geometry LEAP 2025 assessment at the end of the course. 
 
Algebra II: This course is designed to build on algebraic and geometric concepts.  It develops advanced algebra skills 
such as systems of equations, advanced polynomials, imaginary and complex numbers, quadratics, and concepts and 
includes the study of trigonometric functions.  It also introduces matrices and their properties.  The content of this 
course is important for students’ success on both the ACT and college mathematics entrance exams.  
 
Algebra II A: Students who enroll in this course are on an advanced math track. This course develops advanced algebra 
skills such as systems of equations, advanced polynomials, imaginary and complex numbers, quadratics, and concepts 



 

 

and includes the study of trigonometric functions.  It also introduces matrices and their properties.  The content of this 
course is important for students’ success on both the ACT and college mathematics entrance exams.  
 
Advanced Math: In this course students will review solving equations and inequalities, graphing, factoring, and systems 
of equations. Course content includes the study of many types of functions: linear, quadratic, polynomial, exponential, 
logarithmic, rational, radical, and trigonometric. Pre-requisite- Students must have successfully completed Algebra 2.  
 
11th Math Essentials: This course is for students who have taken and passed Algebra I and Algebra I LEAP 2025 
assessment. This course does not count towards the TOPS university Pathway. 

 
Business Math: This course focuses on concepts and applications needed for the design and management of 
personal/business finances. It serves as a foundation for making decisions as consumers, employees, and/or 
entrepreneurs. Emphasis is placed on math processes that include manual or electronic calculations of payroll, income 
tax preparations, interest computation, consumer information, managing income, buying insurance, selling and buying, 
making sound credit and investment decisions for personal and business transactions. Emphasis will be placed on ACT 
WORKKEYS.   
 
Financial Literacy: This course focuses on concepts and applications needed for employment in a technical field. It 
serves as a foundation for making decisions as consumers, employees, and/or entrepreneurs. This course extends 
students' knowledge of whole numbers, fractions, decimals, and percent’s as well as basic statistics and probability, 
algebra, geometry, and data analysis in the context of relevant real-life problem-solving situations. Emphasis will be 
placed on ACT WORKKEYS.  
 
Pre-Calculus Dual Enrollment (Math 1021): College Algebra is offered through LSU and students will solve equations and 
inequalities; function properties and graphs with transformations; inverse functions; linear, quadratic, polynomial, 
rational, exponential, and logarithmic functions with applications; systems of equations. Pre-requisite- Students must 
have 2.5 GPA and minimum ACT scores of 18 English and 19 Math. 
 
Pre-Calculus Dual Enrollment (Math 1022): College Trigonometry is offered through LSU and students will work with 
trigonometric functions with applications; graphs with transformations; inverse functions; fundamental identities and 
angle formulas; solving equations; solving triangles with applications; polar coordinate system; vectors. Pre-requisite- 
Students must have 2.5 GPA and minimum ACT scores of 18 English and a 25 Math or earned a “C” or higher in Math 
1021. 
 
AP Calculus AB: Calculus AB is a yearlong course roughly equivalent to a first semester college calculus course devoted 
to topics in differential and integral calculus. The AP course covers topics in these areas, including concepts and skills of 
limits, derivatives, definite integrals, and the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus. Students approach calculus concepts 
and problems represented graphically, numerically, analytically, and verbally, and make connections among these 
representations. Students also learn how to use technology to solve problems, experiment, interpret results, and 
support conclusions. Students are required to take the AP Calculus exam at the end of the course.  
 
AP Probability and Statistics: This is an introductory college-level statistics course that introduces students to the major 
concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. Students are required to take the AP 
Probability and Statistics exam at the end of the course.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

SCIENCE 

 
Physical Science: This course introduces student to the basic principles of physics and chemistry. Students experience 
scientific principles and learn scientific reasoning through discovery, inquiry and other means. The course includes a 
variety of hands-on laboratory exercises and demonstrations. Students are expected to gain a working knowledge of the 
metric system as they progress through the year in an in-depth study of matter and energy. 
 
Biology I: This course introduces students to the principles of biological science in the classroom and laboratory 
environments.  Areas of study will include:  scientific method, chemistry of life, the cell, photosynthesis, mitosis, meiosis, 
heredity, evolution, viruses, bacteria, microscope use, classification and characteristics of plant and animal phyla. 
Students are required take the Biology LEAP 2025 assessment at the end of the course.  
 
Biology I Honors:  The purpose of this course is to not only prepare students for the state required LEAP 2025 test, but 
also for AP Biology.  The class follows several “story-lines” that help students understand biology content within the 
context of their daily lives.  Students will be assessed through both writing, lab work, and multiple-choice type. Students 
are required take the Biology LEAP 2025 assessment at the end of the course.  
  
AP Biology II: This is an introductory college-level biology course. Students cultivate their understanding of biology 
through inquiry-based investigations as they explore topics like evolution, energetics, information storage and transfer, 
and system interactions. Students are required to take the AP Biology exam at the end of the course.  
 
Chemistry: This course focuses on the study of the structure and composition of matter that makes up living things and 
their environment. Chemistry also deals with the study of the changes of matter and the mechanisms by which changes 
occur. Students will cover topics such as matter, chemical reactions, solutions, and nuclear chemistry.  
 
AP Chemistry Dual Enrollment (Chem 1201): This course is offered through LSU and focuses on modern chemical 
theories and principles; quantitative approach and problem solving; descriptive chemistry of selected elements and 
compounds. Pre-requisite- Students must have a minimum 2.5 GPA and ACT scores of 18 English, 25 Math, and 20 
Composite or a minimum grade of “C” in Math 1021. 
 
AP Chemistry Dual Enrollment (Chem 1202): This course is offered through LSU and focuses on additional theory with 
emphasis on solution chemistry and a quantitative approach; descriptive chemistry of selected elements and 
compounds from the main groups and the first transition series. Students are required to take the AP Chemistry exam at 
the end of the course. Pre-requisite- Students must have a minimum 2.5 GPA and ACT scores of 18 English, 25 Math, 
and 20 Composite plus a minimum grade of “C” in Chem 1201. 
 
AP Physics 1-Algebra Based:  This is an algebra-based, introductory college-level physics course. Students cultivate their 
understanding of physics through classroom study, in-class activity, and hands-on, inquiry-based laboratory work as they 
explore concepts like systems, fields, force interactions, change, conservation, and waves. Students are required to take 
the AP Physics 1 exam at the end of the course.  
 
AP Physics C-Mechanics: This is a calculus-based, college-level physics course, especially appropriate for students 
planning to specialize or major in one of the physical sciences or engineering. Students cultivate their understanding of 
physics through classroom study and activities as well as hands-on laboratory work as they explore concepts like change, 
force interactions, fields, and conservation. Students are required to take the AP Physics C exam at the end of the 
course.  
 
Environmental Science:  This course is dedicated to understanding the interactions between earth’s natural systems and 
the demands placed on them by the human population. Students will examine the scientific principles behind natural 



 

 

phenomena and resource cycles, explores how we utilize these systems and our impact, and potential solutions for the 
resulting consequences of resource mismanagement and exploitation.  
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

 
World Geography: This course is designed to help students better understand our constantly changing and complex 
world through a study of geography. Students will study geography from the physical, political, and cultural prospective 
through the five basic geographical themes of location, place, human-environment interaction, movement, and region. 
Special emphasis will be placed on geographical skills, and geographic literacy (locating countries, capitals, & physical 
features of the world). 
 
AP Human Geography: This is an introductory college-level human geography course. Students cultivate their 
understanding of human geography through data and geographic analyses as they explore topics like patterns and 
spatial organization, human impacts and interactions with their environment, and spatial processes and societal 
changes. Students are required to take the AP Human Geography exam at the end of the course.  
 
Civics: Students will study the foundations of American democracy and the origins of American government. Emphasis is 
placed on the Constitution and the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democratic society. In addition, the roles of 
political parties, campaigns & elections, public opinion, and the media will also be considered. 
 
AP Government and Politics: This is an introductory college-level course in U.S. government and politics. Students 
cultivate their understanding of U.S. government and politics through analysis of data and text- based sources as they 
explore topics like constitutionalism, liberty and order, civic participation in a representative democracy, competing 
policy-making interests, and methods of political analysis. Students are required to take the AP Government and Politics 
exam at the end of the course.  
 
US History: This course will cover United States history from its pre-colonial period beginning in c. 1492 to the present. It 
covers all major aspects of American history during that period including: political, diplomatic, intellectual, cultural, 
economic and social. In addition, the course deals extensively with learning how to read, understand, analyze and 
interpret a wide variety of both primary and secondary texts together with the maps, graphs and pictorial materials 
associated with them. Students are required to take the US History LEAP 2025 assessment at the end of the school year.  
 
AP US History: This is an introductory college-level U.S. history course. Students cultivate their understanding of U.S. 
history from c. 1491 CE to the present through analyzing historical sources and learning to make connections and craft 
historical arguments as they explore concepts like American and national identity; work, exchange, and technology; 
geography and the environment; migration and settlement; politics and power; America in the world; American and 
regional culture; and social structures. Students are required to take the US History LEAP 2025 assessment and the AP 
US History exam at the end of the course.  
 
World History: This course is a survey of world history that outlines the nations and peoples of the world. Included with 
the history and geography are cultural development, political and economic systems, and social structures. The course 
includes international relations and human commonalities and differences. 
 
World History Dual Enrollment (Hist 1005): This course is offered through LSU and focuses on the developments and 
interactions among Asian, African, European, American, and Oceanian cultures in the pre-modern age.  Students will 
learn fundamentals of historical analysis by examining and writing about both primary and secondary sources. Pre-
requisite- Students must have minimum ACT scores of 18 English, 19 Math, and 19 Composite. 
 
World History Dual Enrollment (Hist 1007): This course is offered through LSU and focuses on the interactions among 
Asian, Middle Eastern, African, European, and American cultures in the modern era.  Students will learn fundamentals of 



 

 

historical analysis by examining and writing about both primary and secondary sources. Pre-requisite- Students must 
have minimum ACT scores of 18 English, 19 Math, and 19 Composite. 
 

PE/HEALTH/NJROTC 

 

Athletic PE: The course will cover the PE state standards at an accelerated pace. The remainder of the class time will be 
spent focused on the individual’s sport. This course is currently offered to students in the following sports (based upon 
coach’s availability): baseball, softball, basketball, cross country, track and field, volleyball, and football. 

Health: This course provides students with the knowledge and skills they need to maintain health and wellness 
throughout their lifetime. The intent of a comprehensive health education program is to motivate students to improve 
their health, prevent disease, and avoid or reduce health related risk behaviors. 

PE I-IV: This course will focus on developing students’ knowledge of and competency in motor skills, movement 
patterns, and strategies essential to perform a variety of physical activities. These activities will include: badminton, 
handball, tennis, two-player volleyball, yoga and gymnastics. Students will also continue to expand their knowledge for 
fitness concepts and participate in activities to maintain and improve their health-related fitness. 

NJROTC I-IV: The course includes instruction on oceanography, meteorology, naval orientation and sea power, 
navigation, behavioral management, leadership, discipline, health education, and current events.  Classroom instruction 
is supplemented by military drill, physical fitness training, and military formations and ceremonies. Cadets are heavily 
involved in community service projects, healthy social programs, and an annual military ball. Enrollment in NJROTC 
incurs no present or future obligation to serve in the Armed Services. 

 

FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

 

French I: This course lays the foundation for college-level study and eventual mastery of the French language. Students 
will master the basics of French pronunciation, spelling, oral and reading comprehension and sentence construction. 
Daily review and drill outside of the classroom are necessary for success. Prerequisite- Students must be in 10th, 11th, or 
12th grade to take this course. 
 
French II:  This a continued introductory course emphasizing vocabulary grammar reading comprehension writing, 
culture, and history.  Daily review and drill outside of the classroom are necessary for success. Prerequisite- To take a 
second year of foreign language, students must pass both semesters of the first year. 
 
French III: Students continue to develop their proficiency in speaking, listening, writing and reading by interacting with 
other speakers of French. Students will understand oral and written messages in the target language and will make level 
appropriate oral and written presentations. Students communicate on a variety of topics using complex structures, 
moving from concrete to more abstract concepts.  To take a third year of foreign language, students must pass both 
semesters of the second year. Teacher recommendation is also required. 

French IV: Students will engage in conversation and comprehend another person’s dialogue without much repetition.  
Students can comprehend descriptions and narration referring to past, present, or future events. They can comprehend 
dialogue about special fields of interest and narratives of a non-technical or specialized nature. There is an increased 
comprehension of in-depth material about special interest topics used in class. Students work toward building a larger 
reading, speaking and listening vocabulary through use of materials representative of the French-speaking culture. To 
take a fourth year of foreign language, students must pass both semesters of the third year. Teacher recommendation 
is also required. 



 

 

Spanish I:  This course lays the foundation for college-level study and eventual mastery of the Spanish language. We 
master the basics of Spanish pronunciation, spelling, oral and reading comprehension and sentence construction. Daily 
review and drill outside of the classroom are necessary for success. Prerequisite- To take a foreign language as a 
freshman, students must have an A or B in their 8th grade ELA course and score an Advanced or Mastery on their 
English LEAP 2025. 
 
Spanish II: This a continued introductory course emphasizing vocabulary grammar reading comprehension writing, 
culture, and history.  Daily review and drill outside of the classroom are necessary for success. Prerequisite: To take a 
second year of foreign language, students must pass both semesters of the first year. 
 
Spanish III: Students continue to develop their proficiency in speaking, listening, writing and reading by interacting with 
other speakers of Spanish. Students will understand oral and written messages in the target language and will make 
level appropriate oral and written presentations. Students communicate on a variety of topics using complex structures, 
moving from concrete to more abstract concepts. To take a third year of foreign language, students must pass both 
semesters of the second year. Teacher recommendation is also required. 

Spanish IV: Students will engage in conversation and comprehend another person’s dialogue without much repetition. 
Students can comprehend descriptions and narration referring to past, present, or future events. They can comprehend 
dialogue about special fields of interest and narratives of a non-technical or specialized nature. There is an increased 
comprehension of in-depth material about special interest topics used in class. Students work toward building a larger 
reading, speaking and listening vocabulary through use of materials representative of the Spanish speaking culture. To 
take a fourth year of foreign language, students must pass both semesters of the third year. Teacher recommendation 
is also required. 

 

VISUAL ARTS 
 

Art I-IV: Students work on their physical art skills and are introduced to techniques to improve their creative works. 
 
Fine Arts Survey: An introductory course that provides students an overview of art, music, and theater history as well as 
a glance into the modern world of the arts.  
 

Talented Art: Students who have been identified as a “Talented Art” student can take this course to improve their 
artistic skills.  If a student is considered a “Talented Art” student and does not take this course, he/she will be pulled out 
of an elective once a week to work on projects with the Talented Art teacher.   
 

PERFORMING ARTS 
 

Beginning Band: Students who enjoy playing a musical instrument or want to develop their musical skills should take a 
band course.  Students work towards improving their musical abilities and practice for marching band and/or concert 
band 
 
Advanced Band: This course covers advanced topics in ensemble performance and expands upon previously learned 
skills and concepts.  Its repertoire represents different genres, periods and cultures.  Our goal, through the use of a wide 
variety of music, is to assist the development of aesthetic judgment, independence and a greater musical understanding 
in students. Pre-requisite- Students must have one-year musical experience and be willing to participate in marching 
band and/or concert band. Teacher recommendation is also required. 

 



 

 

Beginning Choir: Students will develop healthy vocal technique, building from their natural singing talent and will be 
introduced to reading music. No audition is required. 
 
Advanced Choir: This advanced choir studies and performs choral literature selected from a variety of periods in music 
history. This course is designed to introduce and develop advanced singing techniques and sight-reading skills. Pre-
requisite- Students must complete an audition process. 

 
Theatre I: Students will learn introductory acting skills such as; blocking, reading, improvisation, pantomime, and writing 
scripts. Students will perform for audiences throughout the year. 
 

Theatre II-III: Students will continue to study all the aspects of the theatre world. Including theatre history, technical 
theatre (Lights, Sound, Costumes, Props, Set, Makeup), playwriting, improvisation, and acting. The craft of acting 
incorporates techniques of relaxation, concentration, sense memory, emotional recall, beats and vocal variety. We will 
cover classics as well as the playwrights of today through monologues, scene work, lectures, and exercises. We will also 
explore theatre games and improvisation. Pre-requisite- Students who want to take Theatre II must have successfully 
passed Theatre I. Students who want to take Theatre III must have successfully passed Theatre II. 

 

Talented Theatre: Students who have been identified as a “Talented Theatre” student can take this course to improve 
his/her acting, performance, or speech skills.  If a student is considered a “Talented Theatre” student and does not take 
this course, he/she will be pulled out of an elective once a week to work on projects with the Talented Theatre teacher.   

 

VOCATIONAL ELECTIVES 

 

Agriscience I-III: Students are introduced to basic safety in the construction crafts and earn their NCCER Core credential.  
Instruction also includes an introduction to forestry, animal care, and more advanced skills in the construction crafts 
including carpentry, welding, and electrical work.  
  
Certified Nurse Assistant (CNA): The Nursing Assistant Program prepares students for employment in long term 
healthcare settings where basic nursing care is needed.  Classroom instruction includes an introduction to health care, 
basic nursing aide skills, body structure and function, and infection control. Students will participate in clinical under the 
supervision of the Nursing Instructor. Upon completion of theory hours and clinical hours, the student is qualified for 
certification and employment. Certification will be obtained after a minimum 70% passing grade on coursework and final 
exam and passing a skill check off demonstration administered by the instructor. 

Culinary Arts: This course is an introduction to basic cooking skills and kitchen sanitation.   
 
Customer Service: This course revolves around establishing quality customer service.  Instruction focuses on 
communication skills, management strategies, and marketing concepts.  At the end of the course, students can earn a 
Customer Service Certification by passing the certification exam. 
 

Entrepreneurship I & II: The objective of the Entrepreneurship courses is to provide students with the fundamental skills 
and knowledge they need to be effective small business employees and (perhaps one day) small business owners / 
entrepreneurs. Students will work towards achieving the Regional Micro-Enterprise Credential in Entrepreneurship I and 
their Statewide Micro-Enterprise Credential in Entrepreneurship II. 
 



 

 

First Responder: Students in this course strive to earn the Emergency Medical Responder certification, which includes 
basic first aid, CPR, and AED training and more in-depth skills. 
 
Marketing: Students will learn the fundamentals of business and marketing. Students will focus on retail sales, business 
presentations, management, entrepreneurship, ethics, career exploration, and business and marketing plans. 
 
Medical Assistant: This course presents introductory level procedures for assisting the physician with patient/client 
examination. Instruction includes an introduction to medical assisting, orientation to the laboratory, and progresses 
through theory and techniques utilized by the medical assistant. Content includes communication skills, infection 
control, aseptic technique, and progresses to office procedures, room preparation, patient/client assessment and 
education, nutrition, inventory, and equipment maintenance. Competency examination for patient/client history, 
biohazardous spill, contaminated glove removal, handwashing, vital signs, phlebotomy, positioning and draping, and 
specialty examinations are included. Pre-requisite- Students must be at least a Junior and BLS CPR certified in order to 
take the certification exam.  

 
NCCER Carpentry: Students work towards earning their Level 1 Carpentry certification which includes understanding 
how to construct, install, and repair structures and fixtures made from wood and other materials.  Pre-requisite- 
Students must have taken Agriscience 1 and 2.  
 
NCCER Electrical: Students work towards earning their Level 1 Electrical certification which includes understanding 
electrical systems in structures, wiring, and following blueprints. Pre-requisite- Students must have taken Agriscience 1 
and 2. 

NCCER Millwright: This course is offered through Baton Rouge Community College. Students in the millwright program 
travel to Jackson, LA every day for four hours of millwright instruction. Students learn various techniques with hands-on 
instruction and earn their Certificate of Technical Studies by the end of the program.  Since it is a two-year program, 
students must be in 11th grade to begin the program and will continue taking courses and traveling to BRCC for 
welding in 12th grade. 
 
NCCER Welding: This course is offered through Baton Rouge Community College. Students in the welding program travel 
to Jackson, LA every day for four hours of welding instruction. Students learn various welding techniques with hands-on 
instruction and earn their Certificate of Technical Studies by the end of the program.  Since it is a two-year program, 
students must be in 11th grade to begin the program and will continue taking courses and traveling to BRCC in 12th 
grade. 
 
Pro Start I & II: With a more in-depth study of the culinary arts, these courses dive into more advanced food preparation 
and the restaurant business. Pre-requisite- Students must have taken Pro Start I before taking Pro Start II. 
 

Quest for Success: This course highlights skills students will need for college and career success.  In addition to an 
emphasis on mastering soft skills, students will learn about career pathways and practice career-ready academic skills.   

 

TECHNOLOGY ELECTIVES 
 

AP Computer Science Principles: This course revolves around the fundamentals of computing, including problem 
solving, working with data, understanding the Internet, cybersecurity, and programming. 
 
AP Computer Science Principles A: This course teaches the fundamentals of programming and problem solving using the 
JAVA language. Students build skills for future study or a career in computer science or other STEM fields. 



 

 

 
Business Computer Applications (BCA): Students in BCA further their understanding of various computer programs 
especially Microsoft PowerPoint.  By the end of the course, students will earn the Microsoft PowerPoint certification. 
 
Computer Multimedia Presentations: Students are introduced to the Adobe programs and learn basic digital art skills.  
At the end of the course, students take the Adobe Illustrator certification exam. 
 
Cybersecurity: This course will provide learners with principles of data and technology that frame and define 
cybersecurity. Learners will gain insight into the importance of cybersecurity and the integral role of cybersecurity 
professionals. The curriculum will provide a dynamic learning experience where users can explore foundational 
cybersecurity principles, cryptography, security architecture, risk management, attacks, incidents, and emerging IT 
technologies.  The course will prepare students for the CompTIA IT Fundamentals+ certification.   
 
Digital Videography: After completing the Computer Multimedia Presentations course, students will continue their 
digital art studies with Digital Videography where students will work towards their Adobe Premier Pro Certification. 
 
Drones-Unmanned Operational Vehicles: The class will prepare students to take the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) certification test to earn their FAA Part 107, Remote Pilot License. Students will be required to demonstrate 
knowledge in aerodynamics, flight operations, airspace, meteorology, flight planning, and crew resource 
management.  Pre-requisite- Student must be 16 years old at time of certification exam. 
 
Intro to Business Computer Applications (IBCA): In IBCA, students learn basic computer skills and gain an in-depth 
knowledge of Microsoft Word.  By the end of the course, students will earn the Microsoft Word certification.   
 
Intro to Computational Thinking: This is an LSU Pathway class designed to introduce students to computational 
thinking, problem solving, applied math, and beginning programming. The students create pictures and graphics to 
demonstrate programming ideas and concepts. There are not prerequisites and this class is perfect for students with no 
prior programming experience. 

Media Arts: This is a course that is a technology class that will cover a wide variety of processes, techniques and 
information. The media arts class will provide your student the opportunity to express his or her creativity as well as 
participate in divergent thinking and creative problem solving. 

Programming for Engineers: This is the LSU follow-on class to Introduction to Computational Thinking. Students learn 
more about animations and are introduced to more advanced programming concepts. 
 

GENERAL ELECTIVES 
 

Anatomy & Physiology: This course explores the inner workings of the human body and focuses on anatomical and 
medical terminology. This course is the perfect foundation for students wanting to expand their vocabularies and learn 
about the body and its levels of organization, as well as the cooperation required between those levels. 
 
Fantasy Literature: This is a fun literature course where students learn about famous literature works that are classified 
as fantasy.  A strong emphasis will be placed on creative writing. 
 
Intro to Engineering: This course will expose students to the design process, research and analysis, teamwork, 
communication methods, ethical decision making, engineering standards, and technical documentation. Students will 
develop these skills through project-based learning and to continually hone their interpersonal skills, creative abilities 
and understanding of the design process.  
 



 

 

Law Studies: Through interactive discussion, case studies, and debates, this course provides students a basic 
understanding of law, trial procedures, and historical cases. 
 
Library Assistant: As library assistants, students check out books to students, catalogue books, and learn the ins and 
outs of running a library. Recommendations Required. 
 
Psychology Dual Enrollment (Psyc 101): This course is a dual enrollment course offered through Southeastern Louisiana 
University. This course is designed to give a broad overview of the many different perspectives from which psychologists 
try to understand human behavior. By the end of this course, students will be familiar with these perspectives: 
biological, clinical, cognitive, developmental, personality, social, and abnormal psychology. Pre-requisite- Students must 
have 2.5 GPA and minimum ACT scores of 18 English, 19 Math, and 19 Composite. 

Principles of Engineering: Through problems that engage and challenge, students explore a broad range of engineering 
topics, including mechanisms, the strength of structures and materials, and automation. Students continue to enhance 
their skills in problem solving, research, and design while learning strategies for design process documentation, 
collaboration, and presentations. Pre-requisite- Students must have successfully completed Intro to Engineering. 

Public Speaking Dual Enrollment (Comm 211): This is a dual enrollment course offered through Southeastern Louisiana 
University. This course provides instruction and experience in preparation and delivery of speeches within a public 
setting and group discussion. Emphasis is on research, preparation, delivery, and evaluation of informative, persuasive, 
and special occasion public speaking. Pre-requisite- Students must have 2.5 GPA and minimum ACT scores of 18 
English, 19 Math, and 19 Composite. 

 
Publications (Yearbook): In this course, students will gain skills in the following areas: page design, publishing 
techniques, copy writing, editing, photography, record keeping, time management, teamwork, marketing, and 
leadership skills. Students are tasked with producing a timeless, creative, and innovative publication which will record 
our school’s community, memories and events. 

 
Speech I & II: Students will demonstrate an understanding and application of the techniques used in formal public 
speaking including listening skills, speech preparation and research methods. Activities involve preparing speeches to 
inform, entertain and persuade as well as panel discussions and oral interpretation of literature. 

 

 
 

 

 


