
By Bonnie West, RN 

Just a reminder as we change seasons and enter the cold and flu season, remember to follow the guidelines of 

the school policy for sick kids.   

1)  The student should not return to school until they are fever free for 24 hours, without the use of  

medications such as Tylenol or Ibuprofen.  A fever is defined as over 100.0°. 

2) No vomiting or diarrhea for 24 hours. 

I know kids are involved in activities and want to see their friends but it’s important to follow the policy so that 

the spread of illness is contained. 

Ways to prevent the cold and flu are to drink plenty of fluids, orange juice and water.  Also get plenty of sleep.  

Be sure if you are coughing cover your mouth in your sleeve.  The biggest and best way to prevent is to wash 

your hands. 

Also please remember lice is still around, so please no sharing hats, brushes, etc to help prevent spreading.  



We have learned a lot in 1st grade during the month of September! We’ve practiced reading 

words with short vowels as well as lots of sight words. In math, students have been adding 

numbers through number stories, and using dice and counters. We have also taken numbers 

apart and made groups of 10. Students explored each of our senses and learned about the parts 

of a plant in science. Students also compared living and non-living things during science. In so-

cial studies, we discussed different parts of the school, why we have rules, and who all helps us 

learn at school. I am excited to share what students have learned in another month!  

September has blown by us and we are looking forward to another fun-filled month of school in  
October!  The Kindergartners have been working very hard on letters and their sounds and reading 
sight words.  

In Jolly Phonics we finished our first set of letter sounds!  The sounds we have learned are s,a,t,i,p,n. 
We began our second set of letter sounds and are having fun putting those sounds together to read and 
make words! 

In Reading we have been learning about how we live, work, play, and cooperate together.  We read the 
stories about going to school, pets, and jobs people have. We have learned about characters, setting, 
nouns, and different kinds of text.  

Math had us working on position words, such as top, middle, bottom, on top of, under, behind, inside, 
outside, etc.  We learned about sorting objects by one attribute, such as color, size, or shape, and  
sorting by more than one attribute, such as blue circles or red triangles.  We did some activities with 
1:1 correspondence and are currently working on patterns and graphing. 

We have been learning about our 5 senses in Science.  We have had some fun activities while learning 
about each sense.  We used our senses to describe popcorn and also in an exploration game using salt 
and sugar.   

We are excited to learn about Fire Prevention, Apples, Pumpkins, and Halloween- along with learning 
more letters/sounds, sight words, and counting!   

Happy Fall! 

Second Grade News by Mrs. Anderson 

The year is off to a great start!  We welcomed two new students in 2nd grade, Finn Molumby and Douglas  
Miller! We have 12 students in 2nd grade.  We may be small in number, but we are great in potential! 

The 2nd grade students will present a character skit about kindness during the elementary October NICE/AR 
Assembly.  They’ve had a lot of fun preparing! The students are excited about the PBIS ticket system and are 
being kind, responsible and respectful!  Wow, great opportunities to learn and grow.   

During our literacy time, we have been working on long vowels, consonant blends, final blends, double  
consonants, and ck.  We have learned all about nouns, including how to determine if they are singular, plural, 
common, or proper nouns. We have focused on our author’s purpose, main idea, cause and effect, story  
structure, and sequence of events in reading.   

In math, we’ve been learning about fact strategies for addition and subtraction.  Adding strategies included 
how to count on, doubles facts, doubles plus 1, how to add three numbers, making 10 to add 9, and making 10 
to add 7 or 8.  For subtracting, we learned counting back, thinking of doubles to subtract, and thinking of  
addition to subtract. 

In social studies, we have been learning how to draw and read maps, studied landforms, and how people use 
the natural resources around them.   

With the season change, please remember to dress in layers and send a jacket with your child each day!   



5th Grade October Newsletter 

       October is a busy month in 5th grade.  We will have the opportunity to visit the nursing 
home in Fayette to play Bingo with the residents and end the month with our Halloween party. 
In reading we will be pausing our weekly reading series to  dive into the novel Old Yeller as a 
class. This should be an exciting change for the students. 

       In science we will continue working in our FOSS kit and learning about mixtures and  
solutions. Math we will continue working with multiplication.  In social studies we will continue 
learning about the explorers. We will be doing an explorer simulation where the students get 
to live the life of an explorer.  

       The most exciting part of October for the kiddos will be getting their published I is for 
Iowa books!  The students have been working really hard to create this book, and it will be  
exciting to see their finished project!  

In third grade the month of September has been full of learning new routines and  
procedures in the classroom.  In Science we have been studying the forces of gravity 
and magnetism. The students created a magnetic invention with help from our friends 
at Upper Iowa University.  In Social Studies the students have been learning about 
migration. They have been studying why people migrated in the past and why they 
continue to migrate. The students were very fortunate in that they heard about the 
Dust Bowl from someone who experienced it firsthand.  Math has been challenging 
for students with the study of problem solving with units of measure along with  
addition and subtraction. We will soon begin working on learning our basic  
multiplication and division facts. One of the reading strategies we will continue to work 
on is making inferences while we read.  Students will think about what they know 
(schema) and then add it to the text clues in order to make an inference. We are  
going to continue to practice “reading between the lines.” Please encourage your child 
to read at home!!  

Hello from fourth grade!  
We have been busy getting into our routine and each week runs a bit smoother.  
There is so much learning taking place each day and we are off to a bang in science! At West  
Central, we are fortunate that we have access to Foss Kits. Within the kits, the students are posed a 
question and given the necessary materials to investigate the answer through guided experiments. 
Right now, we are learning about soils, rocks, and landforms. Science is such a fun time, that I don't 
know if the students realize that they are learning! The science curriculum ties in very well to the  
geography that we are learning about in social studies. In addition, we are learning about non-fiction 
text in literacy. We will tie all 3 subjects together with a culminating project where the students will 
research, make, and write about landforms across the United States. Look for more information 
about that in the next month! In math, we finished learning about place value and rounding and have 
now moved on to reviewing addition and subtraction strategies before moving on towards  
multiplication. But please continue to work on multiplication facts nightly and encourage your child to 
read 20 minutes each night.  
I am so happy to be in fourth grade with your children!!  They make each and every day worthwhile! 



6th Grade News 

 
In reading we have read the stories; The Aces Phone, and the Myers Family from Pass it Down. 
With these stories, we have been working with fact and opinion, vocabulary, and reference 
sources. We will be reading the novel Hatchet by Gary Paulsen, and the sequel, The River. 

In science the 6th graders have been discussing the history of the Earth. We’ve  
discussed the Grand Canyon, visited many landforms, observed a stream table, and made sand. 

In social studies, we have been working on our mapping skills learning about longitude and 
latitude, legends, and the compass rose.  We are also learning about climates and environments 
and the world’s natural resources.   

In math, we are just finishing up Unit 1, which covered ratios and rates.  The students 
have really caught on to using the Apex program and have been very successful in learning 
about ratios and rates!  A review packet was sent home to refresh their memory on time,  
money, adding fractions, and multiplying. The goal is to try sending a review packet home every 
few weeks, depending on their normal math course load. 

We continue to work hard adjusting to our new schedule and routine.  Keep up the great 
work, 6th grade! 
 

West Central Drama is proud 

to present  

 

All Shook Up  
book by Joe DiPietro 

 

Inspired by and featuring the songs of ELVIS PRESLEY 

A small, mid-western town in the 1950’s is asked to deal with the  

struggles of social unfairness. 

When a leather-jacketed stranger motorcycles into town, emotions 

flare and the town realizes how much they have been missing fun 

and music in their lives. Leave it to the roustabout with the magic in 

his soul to bring it all back to each of them. 

Join in the fun and come in 50’s attire to rock’n’roll with the cast! 

Show Times: 

Nov. 1st and Nov. 2nd  

at 7:00 P.M.  

Tickets are $6.00 a person.  

 



  

October 

N.I.C.E. 

 

During the month of October we will be emphasizing the KINDNESS character trait.  Being 
kind means being compassionate and thoughtful toward others. True compassion comes 
straight from the heart.. 

Encourage your child to show kindness with any of the following: 

-Take/send a card, letter, or picture to someone. 

-Help someone with a task. 
-Give a hug. 
-Share a story with someone. 
-Visit an elderly person, perhaps in a nursing home. 

-Share a smile. 
 

Kind and caring actions can not only help others and make them feel better, but will make 
you feel proud of your good deeds.  It is a character trait that can benefit everyone. 

Please join us October 9th for our N.I.C.E assembly in the Klinge Gymnasium at 9:00 am. 

 

The West Central Booster Club will be offering a new and easy way 
to purchase your favorite concession items this year.  We are  
offering Concession Stand Punch cards in the value of $10 that  
allows students, teachers and spectators an easy and speedy way 
to purchase snack items.  No more searching for cash at every 
game! Punch cards are accepted at each home concession stand  
location.  Cards do not expire and are nonrefundable if lost. The 
Punch cards can also serve as a great gift idea for birthdays,  
recognition gifts or stocking stuffers at Christmas time.  The  
Booster Club will no longer allow anyone to run a tab during any 
event; all purchases are to be paid upfront.  If you would like to 
purchase a punch card or would like more information, please  
contact Janice Gordon at 563-920-2770. Please stop by the  
concession stand to purchase your West Central fan-go-er’s a Blue 
Devil Concession Stand Punch Card. In addition you will have an  
opportunity to purchase a WC Blue Devils Lanyard for $5.00 (comes 
with a plastic holding pouch) to hold your students activity card 
and Blue Devils Concession stand punch card.  



Maynard’s second “Learning at the Library” speakers series will begin in September. 

2019 – 2020 dates and topics are listed below. 

All are welcome and encouraged to join in on the fun! 

 

PROHIBITION IN IOWA    Monday, September 9, 2019 

Iowa Author Presentation       Linda McCann  

  

IOWA COUNTRY SCHOOL EDUCATION: Thursday, October 24, 2019  

Are You As Smart As An Eighth Grader?    Carol Holtz   

 

I’VE GOT THE MUSIC IN ME:    Monday, November 18, 2019 

Now What Do I Do With It?       Richard Scheffel 

 

WEST CENTRAL’S CHARTER SCHOOL:  Thursday, January 16, 2020 

History and Benefits of a WC Education    Steve Milder 

 

FINAL DECISIONS:      Monday, February 17, 2020  

End of Life Trends – Past/Present/Future    Scott Fink  

 

ARTIFICAL INTELLIGENCE (AI):   Monday, March 16, 2020 

Humans Versus Machines        Gene Holtz  

  

OUR AMISH NEIGHBORS:     Thursday, April 16, 2020  

Life On The Boulevard    Laury Shonka & Cassandra Weber 

  

FUN WITH DEATH CLEANING:    Thursday May 7, 2020 

Who Will Clean Up After You?      Linnae Scheffel 

  

All classes will take place in the  

Maynard Community Library meeting room at 7:00 pm.    



Educational Equality 
It is the policy of the West Central Community School District not to illegally discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, gender, disability, religion, creed, age (employment only), marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity and  

socioeconomic status (students/programs only) in its educational programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance 

procedure for processing complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance  

related to this policy please contact the district's Equality Coordinator. 

Fred Matlage, Superintendent  

305 Pember St., 563-637-2283 fmatlage@wc.k12.ia.us 

In America, Homeless Children are Never School-less Children 
 

Do you know of any homeless children living in the West Central Community School District?  Iowa law provides a free public  

education to all qualifying children, including those who might be temporarily homeless.  West Central Community School stands 

ready to provide education services to all qualifying children currently residing in our district. 

If you have any information regarding qualified children currently not enrolled, please contact  

Matthew Molumby, PK-12th Principal at 563.637.2283. 

If you are the parent/guardian of a Homeless Child, please contact our school.  We are committed to providing a quality education to 

all children. 

Homeless Child or Youth is defined as a child or youth from age of 3 years through 21 years who laces a fixed, regular, and adequate 

nighttime residence and includes the following: 

1. A child or youth who is sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; is 

living in a motel, hotel, trailer park, or camping grounds due to lack of alternative adequate accommodations; is living in an 

emergency or transitional shelter; is abandoned in a hospital; or is waiting foster care placement. 

2. A child or youth who has a primary nighttime residence that is a public or a private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a 

regular sleeping accommodation for human beings.. 

3. A migratory child or youth who qualifies as Homeless because the child or youth is living in circumstances described in  

paragraphs “1” through “3” above. 

AUGUST READING CERTIFICATES  

3RD GRADE 
Amy Haas 

Joanna Westendorf 

4TH GRADE 
Alayna Munley 

Christopher Streif 



  

 

 

Touch a Truck 

Firetruck,  EMT, 

 emergency vehicles 

and more !! 

 

fcAs f 

  

  

 

FAMILY HAYRIDE 
1:30 – 3:00 

Lunch will be p rov ided by the Maynard  

 Sponsored by the             
Maynard Community 

Club 
  

  

OCT. 19, 2019 
FALL/CRAFT FEST 
At West Central School 10-2 pm 

Craft Show  Local Vendors & Crafters 

  

Lunch 11-1 provided by the Maynard Community Club: 

Pork loin sandwich, chip, bars and a drink. 

  

Come join us in the fun, all proceeds will go towards 

the fireworks display for Maynard Days. 



Music Notes—October 2019 
Stacy Fink—PreK-12 Vocal         Todd Walter—5-12 Instrumental 

Real Men Sing 

Thirteen West Central guys in grades 7-12 will participate in an awesome day of singing with over 500 male 

singers at the Real Men Sing Festival at Wartburg College on Saturday, October 5.  The one-day festival 

culminates with a finale concert at 5 P.M. in Neumann Auditorium.  The concert will be live streamed 

at www.wartburg.edu/knightvision should anyone wish to enjoy the performance from home.   

High School Conference Vocal Festival 

The HS Choir will travel to Luther College on October 7 for this year’s UIC vocal festival.  Students from the 

entire Upper Iowa Conference will gather together to present a concert under the direction of Dr. Jennaya 

Robison.  The concert will take place in the Center for Faith and Life at 7:00 p.m. is open to the public.  

Please consider joining us for this fantastic concert!  Admission is $5 per person (same as other conference 

events).   

Blue Devil Marching Band 

The band has had an excellent start to the year as the students have stepped up the challenge of playing 

some very difficult music. The first two football games featured a patriotic set. The second set for this 

year’s marching band show is titled “A Tribute to a Legend.” We are working on music from Bon Jovi as a 

tribute to Mrs. Cathy Timmerman. As a teacher and an administrator, Mrs. Timmerman has exemplified 

everything that it means to be a Blue Devil—and she made no secret about her love for Bon Jovi! As a 

“thank you” for everything she has done for this community, the band will perform “You Give Love a Bad 

Name,” “Livin’ On a Prayer,” and “Wanted Dead or Alive” at the final two home games of the season on 

October 4th and 11th.   

UIC Honor Band 

Congratulations to the following students on their acceptance into this year’s Upper Iowa Conference 

Honor Band: Amyah Bender, Isaac George, Erin Hamlett, Evan Recker, Charlie Sieck, Maria Streif, and Akira 

Wagenknecht.  This year’s honor band will take at North Fayette Valley on November 18.  Look for more 

information in next month’s newsletter.   

Looking to Get Rid of an Instrument? 

Do you have a gently used musical instrument?  If you are thinking about selling an instrument, please 

contact Mr. Walter (twalter@wc.k12.ia.us or #563-637-2283). We are always looking to increase our 

number of instruments that students can rent.  

http://www.wartburg.edu/knightvision


Dear Elementary Parents, 

It is hard to believe that we have already been in school for over 3 weeks! Our students have come in 

ready to learn and we have settled into the daily routines. Please remember that you play a vital role in 

your child’s success at school. You can help by asking your child about his/her day, having a positive  

attitude about learning, and reading to or with your child every night. You would be amazed what 20 

minutes of reading with your child each night will do his/her language development and reading skills. 

Thank you for all your support at home! 

Also…. 

Thank you for your efforts to get your child(ren) to school on time each day! 

If your student needs to eat breakfast at school, please make arrangements for him/her to arrive before 

7:50am. This will allow time for eating breakfast and getting to class on time. 

Our school day starts at 8:15am and instruction begins right way. Students who are late arrivaling miss  

valuable learning. 

Thank you for all that you do! 

Mr. Matthew Molumby 

PK-12 Principal 

Dear High School Parents, 

The 2019-2020 school year is off to a great start. I want to thank everyone for all of the enthusiasm and effort 

you have brought to the start of the Fall semester. The future in our school district is bright and very exciting. 

One of the things I really appreciate about my career in education is the opportunity to begin anew each   

academic year. Ever since I started my teaching career almost 12 years ago, I have endeavored to make each 

new year better that the previous year. September is always an exciting time because it brings the promise of 

a great academic year and the opportunity to make it an even better year for kids. I always look forward to 

having the students back in the daily routine and the opportunities and possibilities that lie ahead. 

The West Central faculty is very proud of the efforts being made to promote academic and personal success 

for all students and we look forward to supporting our total school community with continued excellence. 

We remain committed to the best, most differentiated and personalized instruction we can offer every  

student and we believe our relationships with local colleges, employers and community organizations will 

provide the rich experiences that will enable our students to successfully fill future employment  

opportunities that exist in our area.  

Student Centered, Future Focused 

Thank you for all that you do! 

Mr. Matthew Molumby 

PK-12 Principal 


