~Preschool News~
Happy Fall to you all! Preschool has been so busy learning about apples, pumpkins, and fall
changes. We created many fun apple crafts, talked about the lifecycle of an apple and even got
to cook with apples and make homemade applesauce.
After we learned all about apples we began to talk about pumpkins and how they grow. We
created fun pumpkin projects and of course opened up our pumpkin to see what was inside. As
always we are learning new letters and sounds, reviewing our numbers, working on patterning,
rhyming ,and writing our letters and names. We will focus on our five senses and Thanksgiving in
November. We can’t wait!

October has had the Kindergarten class busy, busy, busy! It is hard to believe we have our first quarter
of school behind us! Here is what we have been up to:
We completed another set of sounds in Jolly Phonics! We are now on our 3rd set of sounds and will be
reading before you know it!!
In Reading we have been learning many new sight words. We have learned about characters, setting,
problems and solutions and have been working on story recall. We learned all about bats while reading
the story Stellaluna. We compared the video of the story Stellaluna to the book. We found that there
are many differences between them! We also read the book Pumpkin, Pumpkin and Pumpkins to kick
off our investigations to learn all about pumpkins! We also learned about apples!
In Math we worked on graphing and making/extending patterns. We are beginning to practice correctly writing our numbers 0-5 and comparing those numbers, too.
We have been learning about living and nonliving things and plants in Science. Since it is Fire
Prevention Month, we made fire safety posters, read stories and talked about how we can prevent and
stay safe in the event of a fire.

We have continued learning so much in first grade! We have read some really fun stories, learned new
sight words and learned how to spell many more words. In math, we have been adding and subtracting
numbers. We created our own number stories and played some games comparing numbers greater
and less than each other. In Social Studies, students learned about different leaders in our community,
state, and our country. We just began talking about animals in science and the different classifications.

Hello from Mrs. Anderson’s second grade class. We are having a great time in 2nd grade and
learning a lot every day.

During our literacy time, we have been working on suffixes, prefixes, consonant blends, final
blends, double consonants, and ck. We have learned all about nouns, including how to decide if
they are singular, plural, common, or proper nouns. We’ve also worked on homophones, verbs,
and compound words. The reading skills we have focused on include author’s purpose, main
idea, cause and effect, story structure, and sequence of events. We have really enjoyed
researching an animal of our choice and writing a report. We learned a lot about different
animals and new writing skills.
In math, we have been working with place value and numbers to 100. The money part is
next. It is really important to work with those coins at home and even when you’re out
shopping. Playing store is a fun way to learn and practice too.
Science has been exciting! We are learning about matter. We have conducted experiments,
hands-on exploration, and collaborative problem solving projects. We have worked with Legos,
constructed a house for the Three Little Pigs, and other activities while learning about the
three states of matter.
Our class showed responsibility by 100% of the class turning in their Fire Prevention homework. Way-to-go Second Graders! They are looking forward to the pizza party at the fire
station this month.
With the cold weather upon us, please remember to dress in layers and send a warm coat, hat,
and gloves or mittens with your child each day! Have a safe harvest season.
The science FOSS kits make learning exciting and engaging for the students in third grade.
We have been reading about the many different types of engineers and working on our engineering
skills. The students were asked to design carts that would roll from one place to another. They were
also given some constraints to overcome to accomplish this task. Ask your child about the cart he/
she created!
In social studies we have been digging deeper into learning about Ellis Island. We’ve looked
at Ellis Island’s history and how it affected New York City’s population.
Learning basic multiplication and division facts will be the focus in math the month of
November. Please help your child study his/her basic facts at home!
In reading we are discussing the lessons in various stories. We realize many
authors write a story to teach a lesson, however this lesson is not directly told to the readers. The
students are learning how to find clues in the reading and use their own background knowledge to
determine the lesson. We will continue to work on this skill in November. Thank you for stressing the
importance of reading and having your child read at home!

Fall greetings from fourth grade! We recently were able to view the majestic fall colors during
our field trip to Effigy Mounds and Pike’s Peak. This was a great opportunity to take our learning
outdoors, as we were able to see how the landforms in our area change from the flat plains to the
bluffs overlooking the Mississippi River. While on the trip, the students were able to see firsthand
many of the concepts that we are learning about in both science and social studies. I am excited for
the students to begin their non-fiction writing about these topics soon.
We just wrapped up chapter two in math, which focused on estimation and rounding,
strategies for addition and subtraction, and evaluating expressions. We will be moving on with a
chapter about time, data, and graphing. The chapter was launched with creating a scarecrow glyph.
If you are in the elementary hallway during conferences, take a look at them hanging outside the
classroom. They are really cute!
In addition to conferences coming up during November, the fourth graders will be presenting
the skit during the N.I.C.E. assembly and going to Maple Crest to play Bingo. Wow, we have a busy
month ahead!

5 grade is busy this month in reading. We have been reading the book “Old Yeller” as a class
and completing various activities along with it and working on Point of View. We will be finishing
up this book and watching the movie right before Thanksgiving, as a way to compare and
contrast.
th

In math we are working a lot with decimals and will be moving into division. Math can be a
tricky subject in 5 grade, but these students are doing so well and really applying themselves.
th

In science we are finishing up with our FOSS kit. We will then move into living systems. In
social studies we will be learning about the colonies and the first people who came to America.

In America, Homeless Children are Never School-less Children
Do you know of any homeless children living in the West Central Community School District? Iowa law provides a free public
education to all qualifying children, including those who might be temporarily homeless. West Central Community School stands
ready to provide education services to all qualifying children currently residing in our district.
If you have any information regarding qualified children currently not enrolled, please contact
Matthew Molumby, PK-12th Principal at 563.637.2283.
If you are the parent/guardian of a Homeless Child, please contact our school. We are committed to providing a quality education to
all children.
Homeless Child or Youth is defined as a child or youth from age of 3 years through 21 years who laces a fixed, regular, and adequate
nighttime residence and includes the following:
1.

A child or youth who is sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; is
living in a motel, hotel, trailer park, or camping grounds due to lack of alternative adequate accommodations; is living in an
emergency or transitional shelter; is abandoned in a hospital; or is waiting foster care placement.

2.

A child or youth who has a primary nighttime residence that is a public or a private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a
regular sleeping accommodation for human beings..

3.

A migratory child or youth who qualifies as Homeless because the child or youth is living in circumstances described in
paragraphs “1” through “3” above.

Educational Equality
It is the policy of the West Central Community School District not to illegally discriminate on the basis of race, color, national
origin, gender, disability, religion, creed, age (employment only), marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity and
socioeconomic status (students/programs only) in its educational programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance
procedure for processing complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance
related to this policy please contact the district's Equality Coordinator.
Fred Matlage, Superintendent
305 Pember St., 563-637-2283 fmatlage@wc.k12.ia.us

September Reading Certificates

2nd Grade
Lonni Buhman
3rd Grade
Khloee Cannon
Amy Haas
Loura-Rae Wyatt
4th Grade
Antaune Allen
Harlow Bender-2certificates
Kamryn Kappmeyer-2 certificates
Izabella Munley-2 certificates
Christopher Streif-2 certificates
Makayla Tenney
Cole Wehling

5th Grade
Emma Lamphere
Sam Steinbronn
Jaylnn Buhman
Brody Wolff
Briley Childs
Paige Thompson
Brianne Rose
Andy Nelson
Kaedon Koch
Anthony Spratt
Gracelyn Kent
Lizzy VanHyfte
Shadow White-2 Certificates
Piper Hepker-3 Certificates
Alex Steinbronn-2 Certificates
6th Grade
Justice Lauer
Rashad Lowe
Brandon Phillips

School is back in session and along with that comes cooler weather. That cooler weather means
warmer clothes including hats and gloves, especially if your child walks to school in the morning as
the temperatures are about 30-40 degrees. Also with school being back in session, remember to
remind kids about good handwashing and covering their mouth when they cough and/or sneeze.
As the farmers are in the field there are different things in the air, such as corn dust, bean dust and
dying vegetation which can cause different illnesses. If your child is sick frequently, check with the
doctor about allergy medication to see if this will make a difference. Lastly, make sure your child is
getting plenty of rest and drinking plenty of fluids everyday. If they are sick, vomiting or have a
temperature greater than 100F, they need to stay home until they are fever free for 24 hours without
Tylenol or ibuprofen. The bug can harbor with-in for 24 hours. We are seeing kids go home with a
fever and then come back the next day only to send them home again. Try some of these above
suggestions to help kids aide against sickness. –Bonnie West, RN

Boost
Each year the West Central “At-Risk” Committee helps families at Christmas
time that are having a tough time. Decisions on whether to put tires on the
car or buy gifts for your children are extremely difficult.
If you know a family that needs a boost this Christmas, contact Steve Milder
at 637-2283. All contacts are kept confidential.

November 18th-22nd will mark the annual observance of American Education Week. This
presents all Americans with an opportunity to celebrate public education and honor
individuals who are making a difference in ensuring every child receives a quality education.
We highlight this importance by taking this opportunity to say “THANK YOU” to our parents,
school board, administrators, current educators, substitute and retired teachers, students, bus
drivers, nurse, paraprofessionals, secretaries, librarians, Keystone AEA, cooks, janitors, Booster
Club members, coaches, volunteers and our communities in their unified effort to maintain
this great public school.
Today, all of you do more than teach basic skills, we all nurture and inspire children despite
obstacles. We help students learn essential skills not always measured in testing, such as
critical thinking, conflict resolution, cooperation, and problem solving, which help students
throughout life.
Thank you for taking time to make a difference in the lives of the students we have the honor
to teach.

N.I.C.E. Newsletter
September - Responsibility

The N.I.C.E. program will have the kick-off assembly on Wednesday, November 13th at 8:30
a.m. in the gym. Students who have N.I.C.E. t-shirts should wear them. We invite you to join
us!
RESPONSIBILITY is the theme for the month of September. A responsible person does what
they are supposed to do, thinks about how their actions affect others, and accepts the
consequences of their choices. Being responsible also means to do your best and work hard
at whatever you do.
Please help your child develop as a responsible person. Teach them to be reliable and
dependable by giving them small chores around the house and make a chart to show their
completion of them. Examples might be: make their bed every day, read or do homework at
a designated time and place, feed a pet, help set the table, or other duties that are part of
your family life. These jobs will help the child develop pride and a sense of value when she/
he is responsible for certain tasks. Praise them for completing them and set up consequences
when the jobs are not done.
A person should ask:
Did I do what I was supposed to do?
Did I think about how my actions would affect others?
Did I always try to do my best?
Books about RESPONSIBILITY:
The Best Bug to Be by Dolores Johnson
Curious George Rides a Bike by H.A. Rey
Keep the Lights Burning, Abbie by Peter and Connie Roop
Sounder by William H. Armstrong
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl
Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse
***Please help your child to be RESPONSIBLE and encourage him/her by your example! We
hope you join us on November 13th!

Music Notes—November 2019
Stacy Fink—PreK-12 Vocal

Todd Walter—5-12 Instrumental

The month of November will be a busy one in the Music Department!
IT’S FUNDRAISER TIME!
Back by popular demand, 6-12 music students are once again participating in the fruit sale fundraiser. If you
were counting on your favorite fruit/meat/cheese/nut products for the holiday season, please seek out a 6-12
music student. Fruit sale order forms are due back by Monday November 11, with delivery during the first week
of December. If you are not approached by a student, please contact the main office. As always, we thank you
in advance for your generosity!
Veteran’s Day Assembly
Both the High School Band and Choir will perform at the school’s Veteran’s Day Assembly in the Klinge
Gymnasium on Monday, November 11 at 10:00am. Any veterans are invited to attend.
Senior Citizen Thanksgiving Meal
K-6 students will sing for the senior citizens in the big gymnasium prior to the Thanksgiving meal on November
12. The entertainment will begin around 12:00pm (noon), with the meal to follow.
UNI Panther Band Day
West Central is excited to have 14 students participating in this year’s UNI Marching Band Day. Students will
participate with 400+ other high school musicians during halftime of the UNI football game on November 9
against Indiana State.
Fall 5th-8th Grade Band/Choir Concert
All 5th-8th grade students will perform in the concert on Tuesday, November 19 at 7 p.m. in the
Klinge Gymnasium. The following ensembles will perform: 5th/6th Grade Singers, JH Men’s and Women’s
Choirs, 5th Grade Band, 6th Grade Band, and 7th/8th Grade Band. Students need to wear black bottoms (pants
or skirt) with their WC Music polo. Students will pick up their polo shirt before the concert and then turn it back
in before going home. All students should anticipate arriving no later than 6:30 p.m. so the concert can begin
on time. More information about the concert will be sent home as the concert date gets closer.
Auditorium Access for Upcoming Concerts
For those planning to use the elevator when attending upcoming events in the auditorium, we invite you to park
on the back (south) side of the building and use the handicap access doors. All other attendees should enter
from the northwest doors (and walk through the elementary hallway) or use the northeast doors closest to the
auditorium (near the playground).
Looking Ahead: Alumni Pep Band
Jan 3rd is alumni band night for the basketball games: any former Blue Devil band member is welcome to join
us! There will be more information to come on this.
Looking to Get Rid of an Instrument?
Do you have a gently used musical instrument? If you are thinking about selling an instrument, please contact
Mr. Walter (twalter@wc.k12.ia.us or #563-637-2283). We are always looking to increase our number of
instruments that students can rent.

Tell your senior student how proud of them you are by
purchasing a parent ad in our yearbook. The yearbook staff
is currently selling senior parent ads for the 2019-20120
yearbook. The cost is $25. This can include a photo(s) and a
message. The area for the ad is approximately 3.5 x 2.25”.
If you have questions, contact Mrs. Fliehler at
rfliehler@wc.k12.ia.us.

West Central’s Veteran’s Day Program will be held on Monday,
November 11th in the Klinge Gym at 10am. The American Legion
Color Guard of Westgate Post #92 and Maynard Post #245 will
present the colors and welcome Cole T Passick as speaker.
Our high school choir and band will perform patriotic
pieces for the occasion.
The community is invited to come and honor our vets.

West Central will be serving its Holiday
Dinner on Tuesday, November 12th, 2019.
If you are a senior citizen and would like to
enjoy the holiday meal, please call the school
to make your reservation. Please call by Friday,
November 8th.
563-637-2283

