Music Notes—December 2019 & January 2020
Stacy Fink—PreK-12 Vocal Todd Walter—5-12 Instrumental
As the first semester winds down, the music department is busy, busy, busy in preparations for the many winter
concerts and performances! Holiday concerts, pep band, and honor bands are getting ready to showcase our
musicians’ talents over the next two months. Here is a list of what is to come from the WC Music Department:
**2019 Fruit Sale Update:
Thank you to all who participated in our fruit fundraiser and donation drive! Fundraiser proceeds will go toward
honor band/choir fees and instrument repairs/upgrades. We continue to accept donations regardless of the time of
year, and we are grateful for your generosity. Orders will arrive during the week of December 2-6 (tentatively
scheduled for Thursday, December 5). Orders will likely be able to be picked up anytime after noon.
Elementary Winter Concert “December Lights”: Thursday, December 5
Mark you calendars to see West Central Elementary students perform! This year’s elementary concert will follow a
slightly different format. The younger elementary (4-year-old preschool, Kindergarten, and 1st grade) will showcase
their songs at 6:30pm. The older students (2nd, 3rd, and 4th grades) will begin their portion at 7:00pm. Both
performances will take place in the Klinge gym, but it is the hope that an earlier concert time may allow some of our
younger students to maintain early bedtime routines. Both performances will follow the theme of “December
Lights.” Students in grades 2-4 are asked to bring a flashlight to school by Wednesday, December 4 for use during
the concert. All students should dress-up for the concert, avoiding jeans and t-shirts if possible. If you have
questions, please contact your child’s classroom teacher for further details.
NEIBA Honor Band
December 7th is the date of the Northeast Iowa Band Association Honor Band event that will be held in Oelwein.
We were excite to have Evan Recker (trumpet) selected to this event. Congrats Evan!
Sr. Citizens Christmas Meal: Tuesday, December 10
We will provide musical entertainment prior for the senior citizens in the Klinge gymnasium prior to the Christmas
meal on December 11th. The entertainment will begin at 12:00pm (noon), with the meal to follow.
High School Winter Concert “Winter with West Central”: Monday, December 16th
The High School Concert Choir and High School Concert Band will perform their Winter Concert at 7:00 PM in the
West Central Auditorium. Intermission treats will be provided by the West Central Foundation. Mark your
calendars and plan to attend this fantastic concert!
Pep Band Performances
With the beginning of basketball season upon us, the Blue Devil Pep Band will begin pep band performances at
home basketball games. A complete schedule of home basketball games is found on the school website. HS
students are expected to be in attendance. JH students are being asked to participate in these events as well. Any
alumni of the WC band is welcome to join us for each of the home games this season.
It’s That Time Again… Alumni Band Night!
Alumni Band Night is scheduled for January 3rd. Dust off those old instruments, and practice up! Sign up by sending
an email to Mr. Walter so he knows what instruments to expect (twalter@wc.k12.ia.us) Please let him know your
instrument and what size shirt you wear! There is no fee for the t-shirts, but donations are accepted to help pay for
the shirts. If you sign up by December 11th you will be able to receive a “Alumni Band Night” shirt. Please let Mr.
Walter know if you are wanting to look at the music prior to January 3rd.
Honor Choirs in January
Upperclassmen have been nominated to represent the WC Choir at two honor choir festivals: Dorian Honor Choir at
Luther, January 12-13 and Meistersinger Honor Choir at Wartburg College, January 19-20. Acceptance information
has not been announced as of this publication date. More information will be sent home with participating
students.

Preschool News
Hello from Preschool! We have been very busy this fall. November we focused on
pumpkins and Thanksgiving. We read some fun Thanksgiving stories, recreated the stories in
our own way, and had fun making turkeys. Along with all of the fall fun we have also been
working on our letter sounds and formations, rhyming words, syllables, beginning sounds, 1:1
counting, patterning, and writing of our names and numbers. Every day is a busy day in
preschool.
We are starting to prepare our room for a fun month of gingerbread activities in
December. We love the holidays in preschool and can not wait to have fun and see how excited
the students are each day. When we return from Christmas break we will start to talk about
bears and winter animals. We hope you all have a great Holiday season and enjoy the time with
family and friends.

November has been busy in the Kindergarten classroom! We have had many fun activities along with all of
our daily work!
We completed another set of sounds in Jolly Phonics! We are now on our 5th set of sounds and will be
reading before you know it!!
In Reading, we have been learning more new sight words. We have learned about characters, setting,
problems and solutions, story recall, rhyming words, sequencing and comparing and contrasting. Some of
our stories this month included: Thanksgiving Day, Thanksgiving is for Giving Thanks, Pilgrim Children
Had Many Chores, Sarah Morton’s Day: A Day in the Life of a Pilgrim girl and Samuel Eaton’s Day: A Day
in the Life of a Pilgrim boy.
In Math, we have been working on reading and writing our numbers 0-10 and comparing numbers 0-10.
We also have been learning about ordinal numbers.
We have been learning about rules and why we have rules and working with leaders in Social Studies. In
addition, our class will be performing for the N.I.C.E assembly on Wednesday, Dec. 11. at 8:30 a.m. and we
have been learning about different customs and traditions that people have. We are excited to share what we
have learned!
Finally, we enjoyed making fun Thanksgiving crafts to decorate our room and the bulletin boards. We hope
everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving…now the countdown begins for Christmas!

First graders in reading have gotten to do many fun activities in literacy stations, including
reading new stories in small groups! Students have also done more writing recently and
students have been working hard on that. We have used cubes and number lines to help
us subtract and solve story problems with subtraction. Students have also learned more
about fact families in math as well. In Science, students have been learning about different
animal groups including mammals, and amphibians.

Second Grade News by Mrs. Anderson
The second grade students enjoyed learning about money and how to add coins and bills during
our money unit. We took a tour of Maynard Savings Bank in order to learn about what happens
at the bank and how they use money. The students enjoyed being able to see a coin counter,
safe deposit boxes, and the drive up window. We are grateful for experiences such as these
that provide students opportunities to use the concepts and skills they are learning in class and
be able to put it into context in real-world experiences.
In literacy, the phonics skills we have worked on are vowel digraphs: ai, ay, ee, ea, and long o: o,
oa, ow. We’ve been reading nonfiction stories, and we talk about the difference between facts
and opinions, how to use the text and graphic features to help us better understand what is
said, how to find the main idea and details of a section, and how to identify an author’s purpose
for writing. All of these skills are essential for the future and definitely take time to develop
a solid understanding of them.
We can’t believe the school year is already half over. We have worked very hard so far, but
we still have so much to do! Please keep reinforcing the importance of reading each and every
night with your child. It is so important! They may even enjoy listening to you read a story
first, and then they can read it to you next.
Also, please continue to practice counting money and making change, work on addition and
subtraction math facts as they are an essential piece to later success in math! Encourage your
son/daughter to go through them at least once a night to become quicker at answering each
problem. He/She should know the answer by the time you snap your fingers.
Science has been exciting as we learned about insects and plants through hands-on
experiences with the FOSS/VAST science kit. Observing, recording data, reading, and
discussion the many changes of the insects and plants we had in the classroom provided the
opportunity to grow as young scientists. We’re looking forward to studying rocks next.
Brrrrr it is sure is cold outside! Please make sure hats, gloves, snow pants, and boots are
brought to school each day so your son/daughter can stay warm!

Third Grade News

Nothing says fun in science like some crayfish! After studying seeds and the life cycle of
plants, we will study the structures of a crayfish. The students will have the opportunity to hold, feed,
and observe the behaviors of crayfish. We will end our study of “Structures of Life” by learning
about the human body.
In social studies we have been learning about our government. We will continue our study of
the national government and our rights and responsibilities. We will also look at some American
symbols and people who have made great contributions to the United States.
Learning basic multiplication and division facts will continue to be the focus in math. Please
encourage your child to study his/her basic facts at home!
In language arts we will continue working on our reading in both large group and small
group. In our small groups, we discuss our books/material and make
connections to ourselves, other texts, and the world. We will continue to work on
finding the main idea and supporting details of informational texts. Writing will also be more of a focus
in the upcoming months. We will begin learning how to write opinion papers.
Please continue to stress the importance of reading and having your child read at home! RAH!
RAH! RAH!

Warm greetings from the 4th grade classroom!
The fourth graders have been working hard at analyzing different types of text in reading. Fourth grade is a
pivotal year in the sense that fourth graders are expected to have mastered the basics of reading and are now
ready to “dig deeper.” Some of the skills fourth graders are working on are as follows:
• Summarizing the main topic of a text and the key supporting details.
• Pointing out the evidence used to explain or support what an author is writing about and why.
• Giving in-depth descriptions of characters, setting (s), and events in a story.
• Explaining events, procedures, or a timeline of historical events based on written texts.
• Interpreting information from charts, images, videos, time lines, and diagrams and explaining how it fits with
the information read.
 Determining the author’s purpose. Is the author trying to persuade, inform, or entertain the reader?
 You can support the students in their reading growth by discussing what they’ve read after they have
completed their 20 minutes each night.
Multiplication and division are the focus right now In math. The students are in the midst of deepening their
knowledge of these two number operations. Not only are they learning their basic facts, we will soon begin
number talks. This is a strategy that will increase the students’ conceptual knowledge of numbers and give
them opportunities to see how number problems and can be solved in a myriad of ways.
We have our new FOSS kit which will help us to learn about electricity and magnetism. One of the activities is to
take apart Christmas lights to see if they use parallel or series circuits. Have you ever had one light burn out in
your string of Christmas lights and the whole string goes out? Or do the rest of them keep burning? The answer
to that question will help you know what kind of circuit is used in your lights.
In Social Studies, we are currently learning about the different ways the regions of the United States have
changed over time. Don’t fret, though! The students will still learn the geography of our great country. We are
participating in the 50 States Postcard Challenge. In the challenge, we will be writing postcards about our great
state of Iowa and sending one to each of the fifty states. Thanks to all the donated money to help pay for
postcards and postage. I can’t wait to see the postcards from all over the country!

December is a fun and exciting time in 5 grade. In reading we are finishing up our Point
of View unit using the book “Old Yeller.” Math we are working hard to divide larger numbers
and decimals.
th

Science we’re moving along with our life science unit. We will be receiving our Foss Kit
soon where we will hopefully get to have some new “class pets” to help teach us about life cycles! In social studies we will be continuing to learn about the 13 colonies. We have a lot of fun
activities coming up with Christmas just around the corner!
5th graders also had the opportunity to write a Flag Essay on what the flag represents and
means to them. Here are the winners of the contest, chosen by veterans in the community.
1st place: Journey Lockard; 2nd place: Jocelyn Buehler; 3rd place: Lincoln Sieck

The 6th graders have started the year off on a great note! The students continue
to work very hard each and every day they come to school.
“Exploration” has been the topic of Unit 3 in reading. We have read stories about
fire, air travel, and dog sledding. We will begin reading “The Red Kayak” following
Thanksgiving break. Will Brady decide whether or not to share his secret?
We will also be adding health to our 6th grade schedule. Our first chapter in
health will deal with the four aspects of health, and our overall wellness.
The 6th graders continue to work through the FOSS kit. We’re currently
investigating Particles as Air. The FOSS kit allows the students to be very engaged
through hands-on-learning activities.
In math, the unit that we are currently covering is the coordinate plane. The students
really seem to grasp this concept. They will be using these graphs to answer
real-world problems.
We just finished learning about ancient Egypt and ancient China in social
studies. The students brought in some pretty amazing Egyptian projects! Now we
have moved on to Mesoamerica. Ask your kids about the Olmecs, Mayans, and
Aztecs!
We’re looking forward to the second half of the school year and sunnier days!

Each year the West Central "At-Risk" Committee helps families during
the holiday season that are having a difficult time. We hold an annual
Giving Tree and Food Drive to help our local families. Our Giving Tree
is located in the main entrance. If you are interested in helping,
choose an ornament from the tree, purchase a gift and return it to
the school office with the ornament as a name tag by December
12th. For our annual food drive, students are asked to bring nonperishable food items and paper products to their first hour classrooms. Cash donations are
also appreciated and can be given or sent to the office.

In America, Homeless Children are Never School-less Children
Do you know of any homeless children living in the West Central Community School District? Iowa law provides a free public
education to all qualifying children, including those who might be temporarily homeless. West Central Community School stands
ready to provide education services to all qualifying children currently residing in our district.
If you have any information regarding qualified children currently not enrolled, please contact
Matthew Molumby, PK-12th Principal at 563.637.2283.
If you are the parent/guardian of a Homeless Child, please contact our school. We are committed to providing a quality education to
all children.
Homeless Child or Youth is defined as a child or youth from age of 3 years through 21 years who laces a fixed, regular, and adequate
nighttime residence and includes the following:
1.

A child or youth who is sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; is
living in a motel, hotel, trailer park, or camping grounds due to lack of alternative adequate accommodations; is living in an
emergency or transitional shelter; is abandoned in a hospital; or is waiting foster care placement.

2.

A child or youth who has a primary nighttime residence that is a public or a private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a
regular sleeping accommodation for human beings..

3.

A migratory child or youth who qualifies as Homeless because the child or youth is living in circumstances described in
paragraphs “1” through “3” above.

Educational Equality
It is the policy of the West Central Community School District not to illegally discriminate on the basis of race, color, national
origin, gender, disability, religion, creed, age (employment only), marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity and
socioeconomic status (students/programs only) in its educational programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance
procedure for processing complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance
related to this policy please contact the district's Equality Coordinator.
Fred Matlage, Superintendent
305 Pember St., 563-637-2283 fmatlage@wc.k12.ia.us

West Central will be serving its
Holiday Dinner on Tuesday,
December 10th, 2019. If you are a
senior citizen and would like to enjoy
the holiday meal, please call the school to make your
reservation. Please call by Wednesday, December 4th,
563-637-2283. If you are eating at the school, the
elementary students will entertain at 12:10 in the
gym. Dinner will follow.

October Reading Certificates
2ND GRADE
Brice Baker
Emma Blume
Braxton Landis
Ava Miller
Douglas Miller
3RD GRADE
Natalie Buehler
Khloee Cannon
Oliver Cushion
Brynna Jones
Kenneth Kauffman
Joanna Westendorf
4TH GRADE
Izabella Munley - 2 Certificates
Grayson Blume - 2 Certificates
Christopher Streif - 2 Certificates
Carter Stewart
Willow White
Caylee Cole - 3 Certificates
Cullen Ingels
Braeden Williams
Daniel Miller
Cole Wehling
Makayla Tenney
Kamryn Kappmeyer
Madelyn Michels - 2 Certificates
Avery Puls - 2 Certificates

5TH GRADE
Anthony Spratt
Cale Baker
Daimiaon Gyuro - 2 Certificates
Piper Hepker - 2 Certificates
Lilli Eitel
Emma Lamphere
Brianne Rose - 2 Certificates
Briley Childs
Macey Tellin
Alex Steinbronn
Jocelyn Buehler
Andy Nelson
Lizzy VanHyfte
Gracie Kent
Lincoln Sieck
Journey Lockard
Kaedon Koch
Shadow White
Paige Thompson

6TH GRADE
Taylor Teague
Emma Streif
Kody Rodas
Drake Puls
Clara Miller
Rashad Lowe
Justice Lauer
Cameron Jones
Raeleigh Hepker
Karlie Hepker
Clara Cosgriff
Hailee Cannon
Ariana Tenney

Christmas in Maynard
December 15th, 2019
Join us at the Maynard Community Center for an
afternoon of Christmas cheer!
Soup Luncheon 11:00-2:00
(free will donation)
Singing by the Community Choir,
Melody Moms and Girl Scouts 12:00-1:00
Visit Santa from 1:00-2:00
Cookie decorating and movie starting at 2:00
Hosted by the Maynard Community Club

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from your school nurse.
Many blessings come with this message. I wanted to update everyone on a few things at
school in the health aspect.
We were battling hand, foot and mouth disease. It is viral and very contagious. Disinfecting
your surfaces with bleach and water such as counters, door handles, water faucets, toilet handle
anything hands would come in contact will keep it from spreading.
A reminder to be sure to send gloves, hats, snow pants and boots with your student for
recess. I do have a limited number of clothes, snowsuits, and boots for students. With the holidays
and kids being home, now is a good time to check them for lice and treat them if needed. Using
this “down” time to treat and clean/disinfect will help so that your child won’t miss school. Another
reminder, is that if your student has a fever, is vomiting, or has diarrhea they must be free of those
symptoms for 24 hours, without the use of medications before they come back to school. I know it
may seem like an inconvenience but our handbook states this and it is recommended by the State
of Iowa to protect anyone with an immunity deficiency. Thank you.
The perfect gift for your student this holiday season would be a CLEAR water bottle. This
would help to increase their water intake and keeping them hydrated during the day. If they are
playing sports, hydration is key to a healthy body.
As many of you may or may not know, I am here at school full time, so if you have
questions regarding any of this please feel free to let me know.
I hope everyone has a safe and happy holiday!!!!!!

Respect is our N.I.C.E. theme for this
month. Respect is the concern for the rights of
others, and wanting to value all things – living
and nonliving. Treating others the way you want
to be treated is showing respect.
Here are some things that you could discuss with your children:
--Self-respect: Exercise and eat healthy food.
--Respect for authority: Obey parents, teachers, bus drivers, and others in
authority.
--Respect for others: Treat others the way you want to be treated, and accept
differences in others.
--Respect for property: Take care of your things, and those that you may borrow from
others.
--Respect for the environment: Help keep the outdoors clean, and respect the homes
of wild animals.
Please join us December 11th at 8:30 for our N.I.C.E. assembly. The Kindergarten
will be presenting this month’s theme. It will be held in the Klinge Gymnasium.

GIVING is the N.I.C.E. word for the month
of January. This word is very fitting following the
Holiday Season when we looked to do things to
help others. Helping others by GIVING your time,
displaying kindness, sharing a talent, listening to
others, or lending a helping hand are often the experiences that are most valuable to everyone involved. Challenge the members of your family to
give something that isn’t purchased in a store, or has a commercial. Be unique, creative and
make a lasting impact on others all year long.
Please remember the opportunities at school and in the community for GIVING
throughout the year. Encourage your child to participate in them.
Join us on January 8th at 8:30 for our N.I.C.E. assembly.
It will be held in the Klinge Gymnasium.

