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Welcome to another exciting year at the Savannah R3 School District! It is my pleasure to serve as 
Superintendent where the quality of education is unmatched and 
continuous improvement and high standards are expected.  
The start of every new school year brings a sense of excitement and 
optimism.  Students who participate in activities have begun preparing 
for what will be their best year yet.  The faculty is making final 
preparations working on curriculum and preparing their rooms to 
welcome students on the first day. Our buildings, thanks to the efforts of 
our custodial and maintenance staff, look wonderful as the secretarial 
staffs bring life once again into the our offices.  
Together we can continue the tradition of excellence that is the Savannah 
R3 School District. We have the power to make a positive impact on the 
lives of our students. It is up to us as a community to remove barriers, 
support students in their challenges, and give them access to the knowledge and information that 
will prepare them to be competitive in the global 21st century economy.   
It is time to show the meaning of  SAVANNAH SAVAGE PRIDE!
 
Board Committees Forming         Stancy Bond 

The school board is making plans to form new committees in collaboration with teachers, students 
and the community.  These committees will seek to guide the overall processes of the district on an as 
needed basis.  Earlier this summer, the board appointed its first committee to examine the school bus 
schedule in conjunction with school start times.  Mrs. Rebecca Bledsoe and Mrs. Linda Kozminski are 
heading up this effort to further research and consider options for the district.  
In addition, several other committees are being considered.  The board is reviewing the safety and 
security of our school buildings through committee work.   
During the community meetings this past winter,  meeting attendees volunteered to share their voice 
with district.  The board will be calling on these people to help plan for the future of our district. 
These committees will further the mission, core values and board goals while continuing to engage our 
stakeholders.   
Stay tuned for more information on all of the new committees!
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Old and New  faces in Administration 

High School Principal: Mrs. Sarah Portenier 
I am originally from the Skidmore area. I grew up on the family farm and 
enjoyed all the values and life lessons that offered. (the importance of hard 
work, the beauty of seeing things grow, the value of family, etc.) I graduated 
from Nodaway-Holt R-VII High School in 1998 and then attended NWMSU 
and earned a Bachelors Degree in Mathematics Education. I have my 
Masters degree in Educational Leadership from William Woods University 
and will begin my Specialist program in January. I am starting my 16th year 
in education. Previously I have taught grades 6th through 11th math, 
coached varsity and junior high volleyball, and was an instructional coach. 
For the past three years, I have been Assistant Principal at SHS. My 
husband, Daniel, and I are currently in the process of buying a home in 

Savannah. We are excited to become a part of the community and we look forward to our children 
attending Savannah R-III. We have two boys, August is 3 and Sawyer is 2, and a new baby girl, 
Anna Grace. I am honored and excited to act as Savannah High School's principal and look 
forward to all of the joys and challenges this roll brings. 

High School Assistant Principal :  Mr. Chris Holcomb 
I graduated from Nevada High School in 1996 and then I attended Texas 

Tech University and earned a Bachelors Degree in Ag Education.  I have 
my Masters and Specialist degree in Administration from William Woods 
University.  I am getting ready to start my 18th year in education (6 as a 
teacher and 12 in administration).  I have also been an adjunct instructor 
for William Woods University for 8 years now in their Masters of 
Education program.  I have 2 daughters, Cameron (17) and Caylee (11).  
They both love school and enjoy playing softball and basketball.  In my 
spare time I enjoy officiating basketball, umpiring softball/baseball, 
doing work on the farm, and spending time with Cameron and Caylee.  I 
am very excited about my position as the Assistant Principal of Savannah 
High School and I look forward to the opportunity to make a positive difference in the students 
lives and be supportive of all the staff to help make Savannah High School the very best it can be!

Sarah Portenier Savannah HS Principal sportenier@savannahr3.com

Chris Holcomb Savannah HS Asst. Principal cholcomb@savannahr3.com

Chad Dreyer Savannah HS Asst. Principal / AD cdreyer@savannahr3.com

Stephanie Merritt Savannah MS Principal smerritt@savannahr3.com

Cartina Dreyer Savannah MS Asst. Principal cdreyer2@savannahr3.com

mailto:sportenier@savannahr3.com
mailto:cholcomb@savannahr3.com
mailto:cdreyer@savannahr3.com
mailto:smerritt@savannahr3.com
mailto:cdreyer2@savannahr3.com
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Middle School Principal: Mrs. Stephanie Merritt 

Before graduating with my undergraduate degree, I was a paraprofessional at 
Minnie Cline for one semester.  Upon graduation, I began my teaching career at 
John Glenn Elementary.  During my years there, I taught both fourth and first 
grades.  Throughout those years, I obtained my Masters in Elementary 
Education and Specialist in  Elementary/Secondary Leadership at Northwest 
Missouri State University. I have been the assistant Principal at Savannah 
Middle School and value all of the experience gained over the last three years.  I 
have been married to my husband, Rob, for 19 years.  I have three children.  My 
step-daughter, Karissa, who is currently doing her residency in Springfield, 
Missouri, Bailey, a senior at Savannah High School, and Zachary, a 7th grader at 
SMS.  I feel very privileged to have been in the Savannah School District my 

entire teaching and administrative career. 

Middle School Assistant Principal:  Mrs. Catina Dreyer 
I received my bachelor's degree from MWSU. I furthered my education by 
earning my Master's degree in Administration from William Woods 
University.  I've been a teacher for 19 years.  I began my career at East 
Buchanan High School where I taught Spanish for 3 years. I also taught at 
Penney High School and Cameron High School before coming to the 
Savannah School District.  I've taught at SMS for the last 13 years.
I've been active on various committees.  I'm a member of the PLC committee 
at SMS.  The Savannah school district and SMS have been a wonderful place 
to work and grow as an educator. I look forward to taking on my new role.

Minnie Cline Assistant Principal: Mr. Mitch Maskers 
 
Mitch Maskers has been selected as the Minnie Cline assistant principal for the 
2018-2019 school.  Mitch graduated HS from Underwood, Iowa. He has a BS in 
Elementary Education, and a MS in Educational Administration, from 
Northwest Missouri State in 2014.  Since graduation he has been an elementary 
teacher at Alexander Doniphan Elementary in Liberty, MO.  He has 
demonstrated teacher leadership capacity as he serves on the building 
leadership team.  Recently the school had a presenter back out of some crucial 
professional development.  Mitch was asked if he could step in and present on 
Visible Learning.  The principal said Mitch did an amazing job of showcasing it to 
the staff.  We look forward to Mitchell joining the PRIDE TRIBE at MC! 
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Technology Notes           Jeff Martin  

The Savannah R-III  School District is committed to providing all students access to current 
technology to support 21st century learning and to enhance the educational opportunities and 
achievement of district students.  The district is dedicated to providing a technology-rich 
curriculum, enhanced student engagement and online learning 
opportunities. 
WiFi signal differs from the cable signal in your house.  Cable 
for example can be connected to as many TV’s as you want and 
it doesn’t affect the signal.   However, with WiFi there is a set 
amount which is purchased normally called bandwidth.  Each 
device connected to the WiFi, depending on how the device 
used, takes a portion of the bandwidth.  As more devices are 
added the amount of bandwidth available goes down and the 
internet slows.  The district uses WiFi and the internet as a tool 
for education.  Starting this year, helping to insure we have 
enough bandwidth, only district owned devices will be allowed 
to use our WiFi.  Also, personal access points (hot spots) will not 
be allowed on any of our campuses.  These devices whether they are from your phone or a stand 
alone access point interfere with the districts WiFi equipment.
The Chromebook is a great tool for education and last year we provided one device for each student 
from 3rd - 12th grade.  High School students were provided their own Chromebook and were able 
to use it at home however, in MS and Elementary they stayed in the classrooms.  This year 6-8th 
grade students will also be able to take their Chromebook home allowing for greater utilization for 
both our teachers and students.  Because of this change the tech fee for 6-8 grade will be the same as 
the HS fee which is $25.00 with a $50.00 family maximum. 

In Kindergarten thru second grade last year we had two students to 
one device. This year we will be one to one in second grade and 
Kindergarten and first will still have access to one device per two 
students.  All devices Kindergarten thru fifth grade will remain at 
school and not be allowed home.  The tech fee for Kindergarten thru 
fifth grade remains unchanged at $10.00.  The per family K-12 
maximum will remain $50.00.  
Savannah R3 is excited to provide the device access and the 
educational benefits it allows to our students. Through Canvas we 

hope to keep expanding your ability to see what is being taught in your students classroom, 
allowing you to be involved more than ever in the educational process!
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Curriculum and Instruction      Ashley Anderson 

Curriculum: The state standards drive all of our core curriculum. English, Math, Science and Social 
Studies departments, K-12, have worked diligently to assure their classroom activities and 
assessments align to what the state specifies we teach our students. We continue to develop a 
deeper understanding of the depth of knowledge associated with 
the learning of each standard; our teachers are amazingly 
committed to doing their best for our students.  
Instruction: Student engagement is our focus for the 18-19 school 
year. We will be bringing in an Instructional Coach from AAIS to 
show our teachers five engagement strategies to incorporate into 
their classrooms during the school year. We are excited about this 
partnership with AAIS and are eager for our teachers to implement 
new strategies in their already thriving classroom environments.   

 
From your Food Service Staff      Kathi Snyder 

Parents/guardians are encouraged to follow student’s meal accounts through the Tyler
student portal. Deposits in your student’s meal accounts can be made online or by sending a 
check to your student’s school. 
This year K-12 will all have the same options of the 2nd entrée. Students will choose the
menu’ed hot lunch or the 2nd choice entrée:  Monday – Corn Dog,Tuesday – BBQ Rib/Bun, 
Wednesday – PBJ Jammer, Thursday – Chicken Sandwich/Bun, Friday – Bosco Sticks/Marinara.  

Middle and High School have the salad bar offered daily.  Yogurt will 
not be offered at the Elementary Schools this year.  K-12 fresh veggies or 
side salad will be offered every other day for lunch.
Paperwork for Free and Reduced Meals must be filled out correctly and 
yearly before it will be approved. Families with multiple children at 
multiple schools need only turn in one application at one school. All 
qualifying student information is forwarded to other schools in the 
district. Filling out the application at the beginning of the school year is 
encouraged. 

SNAP, TANIF, FDPIR are all government programs listed on the Free & 
Reduced application, filling in the number for these State & Federal programs are required. No 
exceptions.  No application is transferred from School District to School District. A new 
application must be filled out if you change school districts during the school year.
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Addiction to a Cell Phone? 

The cell phone has become an intricate part of our society.  Students believe they need it to stay 
connected, parents want instant access to their students, and teachers say there are educational 
benefits to the technology.  However, new studies show over 50% of teens are addicted to the cell 
phones.  Social media apps are the worst: Case in point: “Instagram, has created code that 
deliberately holds back on showing users new 'likes' so that it can deliver a bunch of them in a 
sudden rush at the most effective moment possible—meaning the moment at which seeing new likes 
will discourage you from closing the app.” Application developers need to keep the user engaged 
because that is how they make money with advertisers. 

Steve Gardiner in his column for PBS stated: “in much the same way a chemical dependency controls 
an addict’s life, my students’ cellphones control their lives. Students claim they can read and listen to
music at the same time. They claim they can do math and text simultaneously. Numerous research 
studies state otherwise. The ability to multitask with a cellphone is an illusion. With a phone in front 
of them, students’ thinking is fragmented, as is all of their work.”

Please do your research on the effects cell phones are having on children. We have included links 
below to help jump start your search.  Also, be looking at cell phone usage policies at your children 
school(s) because some have changed to help students build healthy habits and increase 
attentiveness during instruction.

• PSYCHGUIDES: 

• https://www.psychguides.com/guides/teen-cell-phone-addiction/


• Psychology Today:  

• https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/nurturing-resilience/201801/teens-and-dangerous-

levels-cell-phone-use

• FORBES: 

• https://www.forbes.com/sites/alicegwalton/2017/12/11/phone-addiction-is-real-and-so-are-its-

mental-health-risks/#42b031ff13df

• PBS:  

• https://www.pbs.org/newshour/education/column-students-are-addicted-to-their-cellphones-

and-they-need-our-help

• https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/the-drug-like-effect-of-screen-time-on-the-teenage-brain


• MEDICAL NEWSTODAY: 

• https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/320183.php


• HEALTH.COM: 

• https://www.health.com/anxiety/cell-phone-addiction
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Early Learning Center 
Monday, August 13, 2018  

Morning Classes:  6:00 pm to 6:45 pm 
Afternoon Classes:  7:00 pm to 7:45 pm

Amazonia Elementary 
Tuesday, August 14, 2018

5:30 pm to 6:30 pm

Helena Elementary 
Tuesday, August 14, 2018

5:30 pm to 6:30 pm

John Glenn Elementary 
Monday, August 13, 2018  

3rd - 5th Grade:  6:00 pm to 7:00 pm
———————————-
Tuesday, August 14, 2018  

K -2nd:  6:00 pm to 7:00 pm
**All Families meet in gym at 6:00pm**

Minnie Cline Elementary 
Tuesday, August 14, 2018  

1st - 5th Grade: 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm
———————————-

Wednesday, August 15, 2018  
Kindergarten:  6:00 pm to 7:00 pm

Savannah Middle School 
Wednesday, August 8, 2018  

6th Grade: 6:30pm 
———————————-
Thursday, August 9, 2018  

7th Grade:  6:00pm
8th Grade: 7:00pm

School Pictures WILL BE TAKEN at Back to 
School Night at SMS!

**All Meetings Start in the Gym**

Savannah High School 
Monday, August 6, 2018  

Senior Girls: 8:00am to 9:30am
Senior Boys: 9:30am to 10:45am

Junior Girls: Noon to 1:30pm
Junior Boys: 1:30pm to 2:45pm 

———————————-
Tuesday, August 7, 2018  

Sophomore Girls: 8:00am to 9:30am
Sophomore Boys: 9:30am to 10:45am

Freshman Girls: Noon to 1:30pm
Freshman Boys: 1:30pm to 2:45pm

———————————-
Wednesday, August 8, 2018
HS Students New to District

8:00am to 11:30am & 1:00pm to 3:15pm
———————————-
Monday, August 13, 2018

Freshman Orientation:  5pm-6pm
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