
Dear Students and Parents,

It’s a Read-a-Thon! 

For a week this winter, families are invited to participate in a fun activity that 
encourages reading at home and benefits children of our state.

The Read-a-Thon will start at home on Friday, February 28th  and will wrap up at school 
on Friday, March 6th.  The week includes Read Across America Day (March 2), 
established by the National Education Association (NEA) to promote reading among 
America’s youth and to commemorate the birthday of Dr. Seuss.

First and foremost, participating in the Read-a-Thon will 
be meaningful for young children. They will have greater 
awareness of the fun and importance of reading at school 
and at home!  

Also, students will be helping other kids. Each student will 
be asked to donate (by bringing into school) either a gently 
used children’s book or a $1 or more during the week of 
the Read-a-Thon. This is not mandatory, however.  The 
donated books and money collected at school will then go 
to the nonprofit Read to Grow, which provides free books 
for children who have few (if any) books and literacy 
workshops for families. 

Read to Grow has been serving children and families in Connecticut for more than 20 
years. The nonprofit promotes childhood literacy by supporting parents as their 
children’s first teachers and by giving about 190,000 free children’s books 
annually—many to teachers to distribute for summer reading. Over the years, Read to 
Grow has given more than 2 million books in Connecticut. (For more info: 
www.readtogrow.org)

All students and their schools will be rewarded: 
o Your school will receive a gift certificate to buy books for its library in the amount of 
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10% of the total donations brought in by students.
o Children in your school’s classroom(s) with the highest percentage of student 

participation in the Read-a-Thon will receive colorful, rubber Read to Grow wristbands.
o Overall, the school with the highest percentage of students participating will enjoy a 

visit and presentation by a children’s book author.

Taking part in the Read-a-Thon will be easy. 

 Beginning after school on Friday, Feb. 28th and running until the morning of 
Friday, March 6th:

o Students will read (or be read to) at home 15 minutes or more each day. 
(Reading should not be related to regular schoolwork, if possible.)

o Any day during the week, students can bring to their teachers their 
donations of dollars and/or gently used children’s books, which will all go 
to Read to Grow. (This is not mandatory!)

 Before the Read-a-Thon begins: 
o Before the Read-a-Thon begins on Friday, Feb. 28th, every student will bring 

home a log sheet to track daily reading. Students will return log sheets to 
their classroom teachers on Friday, March 6th. 

 On Friday, March 6th: 
o Students will bring in their log sheets and any final donations for Read to 

Grow that they might want to make. 
o The school might have a special event (Spirit Day; Dress-Up-As-A-Book-

Character Day; etc.)  to mark Read Across America Day.

We hope you will join in the Read-a-Thon!

It’s a great way to make reading a basic part of family fun and to help other children.

Read to Grow thanks you!

(If you have any questions about Read to Grow, don’t hesitate to call 203.488.6800. 
Ask for Vicki Roberts (vroberts@readtogrow.org)

or Suzannah Holsenbeck, the executive director (sholsenbeck@readtogrow.org)

 


