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Il lness Hit s JH/HHS Hard
By Katelyn Kropp

HOLYOKE CO- Toward the end of January, there has been a lot of student sickness. Many 

kids in the elementary and Jr/Sr school have gone home.  Most kids have had the flu, strep 

throat and the common cold. A lot of parents were sending 

their kids to the clinic. The local clinic has told people to 

stop coming. They felt that the germs were spreading more 

quickly. More people were in contact when they were 

entering the hospital. The former week was the worst for 

Holyoke. On Wednesday, January 29 there were about 55 to 

60 absences due to illness. There were seven teachers out 

on Thursday 30th, and 4 on the 29th. The school disinfected 

the whole school on Wednesday, and no one was allowed 

in the building for 12 hours. The problem with this was 

after they did the disinfectant, all the students came back in 

coughing and sneezing spreading all the germs 

recontaminating the school. Unfortunately, even with the 

school disinfectant six kids still came coughing and 

spreading germs.

Note from the editor: We apologize for not printing a paper last week.   Many of the contributors to 
our paper were out sick and we would never want to publish a sub par paper.  Please accept our 
apologies. 
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By Emma Sprague

HOLYOKE CO-Our highschool girls basketball team consists of Sarah Razo, Emily Jelden, Tori 

Race, Shianne WIllman, Corey Hollner, Grace Roberts,Janessa Lutze, Lauren Herman, Kristin 

Veiseilmeyer, and Alma Alejandre. Our coaches are John 

Baumgartner and Shane Walkinshaw. The Lady Dragons had been 

undefeated until they had played the Limon Badgers in Sterling, as 

they had only lost by 2 points. The girls are doing very well this year. 

They have a good chance at state. This week the Lady dragons have 

two games, on Friday here against Merino, it 's also the ?father free 

throw?, where the fathers simply just shoot free throws as a 

competition. Then on Saturday, the girls will travel to Wiggins. Our 

varsity starters are, Sarah Razo, Emily Jelden, Shianne Willman, Tori 

Race, Laruen Herman, and Kristin Veiselmeyer. Although we only 

have 11 players our players are willing to come in to play  varsity 

when the coach tells them he's ready for them to come in and help 

our girls. Our JV girls play very hard in their game and then they stay suited up in case they 

need to go into the game for our varsity players. Basketball games are commonly keeping our 

Dragon fans on the edge of their seats, considering how well the girls are doing, everyone's 

adrenaline is pumping excited for our chance at state. 

HS Gir l 's Basket ball

Kobe Bryant
By, Estrella Q.

HOLYOKE CO -Famous NBA basketball player Kobe Byrant, was killed in a helicopter crash in Los 

Angeles, along with his 13-year old daughter Gianna, head basketball 

coach, John Altobelli, his wife Keri, and their daughter Alyssa. Another 

13-year old basketball player, known as Payton Chestar and her 

mother Sarah, were also aboard. Christina Mauser, another coach, 

was also killed, according to her husband Matt Mauser, who posted 

the news on FaceBook. Alex Villanueva, County Sheriff, announced all 

the people who were  in the helicopter, eight passengers and one pilot. He announced all nine 

people had died. ? The recovery effort will probably take several days to complete given the terrain 

and condition of site.? Jonathan Lucas, a Medical Chief Examiner, said at a conference on Sunday. 

The National Transportation Safety Board sent a team to investigate the crash. Officials are 

investigating if the fog made have caused the accident , aviation sources told NBC News. ? The 

weather situation did not meet our minimum standards for flying,? Rubenstien said, to the Los 

Angeles Times. NBC Los Angeles had said that Bryant, who lived in Orange county south of Los 

Angeles, sometimes used a helicopter to avoid California's notorious traffic. He traveled by 

helicopter to games and practices, something  he continued after retirement.  



 By: Isaiah Rueter   

LARAMIE WYOMING- Winter White Wash took place in Laramie 

Wyoming. It was the 24th through the 27th and was hosted by 

White Water church. On Friday, we met up at the Gryphon theatre 

and had a meeting about rules and regulations. We had a session 

and went back to the hotel to get ready for the dodgeball 

tournament. There were a total of 40 teams and 78 matches played. 

My team placed 4th out of the 40 teams. After the tournament we 

went back to the hotel and rested up for the next day. On Saturday, we went to Snowy Range 

which is a ski lodge, and spent the majority of the day there. After we went and had another 

session and went to the Laramie Rec Center.  After a long day of fun we were exhausted and 

went to the hotel and went to sleep. Sunday, we went to church and talked for roughly ten 

minutes and got on the bus and started our way home. On the way home we stopped at the 

frontier mall. After a bit of travel we made it home.  

Wint er  Whit e Wash

By Areli Murillo 

HOLYOKE CO- Here in Colorado we have many charities that you can donate to, but some of 

them are hard to rely on because the charities could be using the money for other stuff. There 

are many charities that you can donate to that are reliable. The charities could be about 

anything for anyone. The charities can depend on many things: cancer treatments, animal 

rescues, ocean cleanups, and many more different things. The money that you give to charity 

can go a long way. Every dollar you donate can help in many ways. The money can help children 

or adults that are struggling on a daily basis with any sickness or disability. You can donate to the 

Global Down Syndrome Foundation. The Global Down Syndrome Foundation is dedicated to 

making the lives of people with Down Syndrome better by researching, medical care, and 

education. There are many other charities like Hope House of Colorado, Judi?s House, Doctors 

care, Colorado Animal Rescue, Healthy Learning Paths, and many more. These charities help in 

many ways. They also help people in many ways. These charities are worth your money because 

they help people with their education or people with disabilit ies that can't walk or talk. Every 

dollar counts. Every dollar you donate can help improve someone?s 

life. Maybe you are donating to an animal rescue, they dollar or 

dollars you donate can help save animals. You can also donate 

money to the ocean cleanup. The ocean cleanup can save the 

animals in the ocean or this charity can also help decrease the 

chances of animals dying or going extinct. 

Char it ies



By Anna Hayes

LOS ANGLES CA- This year, the 62nd Annual Grammy Awards were held at Staples Center 

in Los Angeles. The Grammys recognize the best recordings, compositions, and artists of 

the eligibility year, which was from October 1st, 2018 to 

August 31, 2019. Alicia Keys hosted this grand ceremony, 

just as she did last year. Lizzo was nominated for the most 

with eight nominations, with Billie Eilish and Lil Nas X close 

behind with six nominations. Billie Eilish and her brother 

Finneas received the most awards, with them each 

receiving five each. With this, Billie Eilish became the first 

artist to win the major four categories; Record of the Year, Album of the Year, Song of the 

Year, and Best New Artist since 1981 when Christopher Cross won all four. She is the 

youngest to ever recieve five Grammys for her first time ever being there. Sadly, the same 

day the Grammys were held was the same day all star basketball legend Kobe Bryant and 

his daughter Gianna Bryant died in a tragic helicopter accident, so, in his honor, host Alicia 

Keys and Boyz II Men dedicated their performance ?It?s So Hard to Say Goodbye to 

Yesterday? to him. Otherwise, the Grammys this year were a huge success.

The Gram m y Awards     

Auschw it z Liberat ion Anniversary
By Elly Brown

JERUSALEM- In Belgium during 1942, a mother and father gave their son up to the care of a 

Christian family soon before the parents got deported to Auschwitz. The mother died during 

her time imprisoned in Auschwitz, but the father 

survived in Auschwitz along with the infamous 

Death March. He came back to his son, Maurice 

Gluck, with another Jewish woman that he met 

after he was released and introduced her to his 

son as his mom. His son forgot his native tongue 

since his parents put him under the care of the 

Christian family, as well as  who his actual 

mother was. He soon found out about his 

mother?s fatality but he still told his step-mother that she will always be his mother, even if it?s 

not biological. Maurice is now honored as one of the 75th survivors of the Holocaust of 75 years 

ago. He is now a speaker that inspires millions of people. His most famous quotes are, ?Do not 

forget but try to forgive,? and, ?In this world there are good people and bad people. Try to find 

the good ones.?
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By Grace Whisenhunt

HOLYOKE CO- In Holyoke, we have several great sports teams. One of these is the girl?s swim 

team. This year, the number of swimmers has increased. Some believe this is because there 

were no seniors doing the sport, and the freshmen this year tried out as well. The long-time 

swimmers love having a bigger team because it is easier to score points with 17 girls than 10 

girls. The girls that have already qualified for conference 

are Citlali Marquez, Traeli Hutches, Schneller, and Haley 

Van Overbeke. The girls say that a lot of effort goes into 

swimming. They go home tired after practice, but they 

believe it 's worth it when they see their time drop. 

Swimming is an under acknowledged sport because 

everyone assumes it is the easiest thing, but it actually can 

be very difficult. You have to swim as fast as you can, and 

then you get judged on it. The swimmers love it, but they do not like the long drives that are 

required to get to meets. The swimmers are so excited to see each other succeed and the 

seniors are going to miss the atmosphere when they leave for college.

Swim

By Katelyn Kropp

HOLYOKE CO-On February 1st the school had their annual snowball dance, for the 9-12th grade 
classes. The candidates for queen and king were: Erin Anderson and Ethan Schneller, Emmanuel 
Vasquez and Kristin Vieselmeyer, Austin Durbin and Kylie Purkeypile, Jacqueline Valenzuela and 
Slaten Burris. After the freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors students voted, the crowned 
king and queen were Emmanuel Vasquez and 
Kristen Vieselmeyer. The dance went from 8-11 pm. 
There was food, drinks, and music. The food and 
drinks were provided. So, students did not haft to 
pay. They also had free entry. They had a wonderful 
cleanup committee. Mr. Nunez was a huge help, we 
owe him a great thanks. The dance was run by our 
Freshmen and Sophmore parents. The Booster Club 
organized the dance. For the amount of food and 
drinks, they had the dance was not overly crowded 
for sure. 

Snowball Dance

Picture from Holyoke Enterprise



By Sawyer Sigler

HOLYOKE CO- #Stuckitup, and to toughen us up for Junior High.? is what Fatima said for the 

elementary teachers to help their students to be prepared for the higher school. Fatima has a 

4.0GPA, and straight A?s. Junior High is better than she expected because the teachers are more 

relaxed. She said that the teachers in this building overall teach better and teach us more. Open 

campus and going home during lunch is Fatima?s favorite part about this school. For Fatima, 

basketball is going really good, and hanging out with all of her friends is one of the best parts. 

Even though they are on a losing streak each practice and game makes them stronger. She said 

that this year in basketball they are learning more things that 

help them all a lot. One tip that Fatima learned in Junior High 

was to get your work done, and try to get done before the day it 

is due. Advice for the incoming 7th graders, is to not be shy and 

to be ready prepared for the work that is coming. Something  

that she wants to tell the teachers is, ?Thank you for all you do, 

you should have a higher salary, too? 

St udent  Spot l ight s   

Lucinda Mares
By Layna Wear

HOLYOKE,CO - This year Lucinda Mares is a 7th grader. She says that junior high has been pretty 

good so far, and she enjoys the freedom and the teachers. For her it is, ?Definitely better than 

elementary school. So much better.? She is looking forward to High School because she is 

      excited to be more involved in school activities and organizations. Her  

      favorite part of Junior High is the bus trips to away games, she says 

      "Those are always a fun time.? Outside of school she is in 4-H and is on 

      the Livestock Judging Team. At fair last year, she was extremely blessed 

             to have won Grand and Reserve Champion Market Goat, Grand 

      Champion Breeding Doe, Grand Champion Intermediate Goat Showman, 

      Grand Champion Breeding Sheep, and Reserve Grand Champion 

      Intermediate Sheep Showman. Her favorite teacher is Mr. Balog because 

      he is always so energetic and makes learning in his class a fun time. 

Something she wants her teachers to know is that she is a visible learner and someone who likes 

to work hard. Her favorite memory from elementary is when Edgar walked into the girl?s 

bathroom on accident and everyone burst out laughing. Her advice for incoming 7th graders is 

don?t be stressed and worried about it because it 's not as bad as it seems and just have fun.

Fat im a Nunez



By Anna Hayes

HOLYOKE CO- Groundhog Day is a popular tradition observed by Canada and the United 

States. Groundhog Day is important because it predicts the coming of a wonderful spring. 

It comes from the Pennsylvania Dutch superstition that if 

a groundhog emerging from its burrow on this day sees 

its shadow due to clear weather, it will retreat to its 

den and winter will continue for six more tiring weeks, 

and if it does not see its shadow because of cloudiness, 

spring will arrive early. Punxsutawney Phil did not see his 

shadow this year. As the legend goes, if Punxsutawney 

Phil sees his shadow on February 2nd, six more weeks of 

winter weather lay ahead; no shadow indicates an early spring. Every year in Gobbler?s 

Knob, Pennsylvania, is the site of the annual Groundhog Day celebration and where 

Punxsutawney Phil makes his prediction every February 2nd. Thousands of visitors come 

to Gobbler 's Knob on Groundhog Day as well as throughout the rest of the year. Essex Ed 

came to lead the Groundhog Day parade for the 41st day in a row. Spring?s coming soon, 

but apparently not for Colorado, cuz we seem to have our own weather system  here!

Groundhog Day

Funny Holiday
By Estrella Q.

HOLYOKE CO -Have you ever heard about fun holidays? Here is a top list of fun holidays of 

February 2020. Feb. 3, Monday Carrot cake day. Feb 4, Tuesday Thank your mailman day. Feb 5, 

Wednesday Chocolate fondue day. Feb 6, Thursday Lame duck day. 

Feb 7, Friday Send a Card to a friend day. Feb 8, Saturday Laugh and 

get rich day. Feb 9, Sunday Toothache Day. Feb 10, Monday Clean out 

your computer Day. Feb 11, Tuesday Make a Friend Day. Feb 12,  

Wednesday Darwin Day. Feb 13, Thursday World Radio Day. Feb 14, 

Friday Library Lovers Day. Feb 15, Saturday Gumdrop day. Feb 16, 

Sunday Do a grouch a Favor Day. Feb 17, Monday Random Act of Kindness Day. Feb 18, 

Tuesday Battery Day. Feb 19, Wednesday Chocolate Mint Day. Feb 20, Thursday Cherry Pie Day. 

Feb 21, Friday Card reading Day. Feb 22, Saturday Walking the dog Day. Feb 23, Sunday Tennis 

Day. Feb 24, Monday National Tortilla Chip Day. Feb 25, Tuesday Mardi gras Day. Feb 26, 

Wednesday Tell a fairytale Day. Feb 27, Thursday Polar Bear Day. Feb 28, Friday Public Sleeping 

Day. Feb 29, Saturday Leap Day Leap day, only happens once every four years. 
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Superbow l 2020

Know ledge Bow l

By Karlie Martin

MIAMI FLORIDA- It 's that time of year again! Superbowl Sunday! The Kansas City Chiefs and the 
San Francisco 49ers played for the 54th annual superbowl. To start off the 
game, the 49ers kicked a field goal. Then Kansas City got the ball and Patrick 
Mahomes, the quarterback, ran it in for a 
touchdown. Then, the Chiefs kicked a field goal. 
Making the score 3-10 in favor of the Chiefs. Then 
Kyle Juszczyk made a touchdown for the 49ers to tie 

the game up, 10-10 to finish up the half. For the 2020  halftime show, 
J-Lo, Jennifer Lopez, and Shakira performed a very unique show. San 
Francisco kicked another field goal to make it 13-10 in favor of the 
49ers. Then, Raheem Mostert made a touchdown for the 49ers. Travis Kelce scored for the 
chiefs and to finish the game with the final scores was Damien Williams for two touchdowns to 
make the final score of 20-31. if you were watching it, the Chiefs started off a litt le rough but 
worked there way up, just like the other post-season games.  

By Dahira Castillo

STANDLEY LAKE HIGH SCHOOL- On Saturday January 25, Junior High had a Brain Bowl competition 

at Standley Lake High School in Denver. There were about 86 middle school teams there but only 

32 seventh grade teams. Only eighteen out of the 86 teams got through to the second round. 

There were two rounds, the first round consisted of five mini rounds. Holyoke won two out of five 

rounds in the first round and unfortunately didn?t go in to the second round. They came in 16th 

place out of 32 and had 73 right questions out of 170 possible questions.The winning team, 

Stargate got 109 righ questions out of 170 possible questions. On Friday, January 31st, there was 

another competition but in Akron. Both high school and middle school had competitions that day. 

That was the last middle school competition but only the first 

high school competition. High school has another meet next 

Monday in Gilcrest Colorado. There was only one round split 

into two so that the students could have a break. There were 

four mini rounds before lunch and one after lunch. Mrs. 

Goldenstein was the sponsor for brain/knowledge bowl this 

year. This is her second year sponsoring brain bowl but first 

year sponsoring high school knowledge bowl. Everyon had a fun 

and great time!

rollingstone.com

nytimes.com



Pollut ion
Areli Murillo 

HOLYOKE CO- Pollution is a major problem. In Colorado, more than 125 million metric tons of 

dangerous and heat-trapping gases infect the air every year. This is affecting the public?s 

health and the pollution is speeding up the warmth of the planet. This is not a good thing 

because world leaders are trying to clean up the atmosphere and fight against climate change. 

Although the pollution in Colorado is not compared to the pollution in big states such as 

Texas, the pollution is bad. According to Denver Post, Colorado officials under Gov. Jared Polis 

told the Denver Post that this level of air pollution, equivalent to about 4 tons per second, 

must not continue. Colorado is one of the 15 

states with pollution that has increased after 

2005. The air pollution that the people in 

Colorado breathe in every day comes from a 

great number of sources such as factories, cars, 

buildings and homes, and fossil fuel facilit ies. 

State leaders aim to clean the air again. Utilit ies 

like Xcel Energy and the Tri-State Generation and 

Transmission Association have dedicated to 

closing the coal-burning power plant section in 

Colorado faster than when they were planned. According to Denver Post, greenhouse gases 

that force climate change make up the bulk of Colorado?s 125 million tons of air pollution each 

year. The greenhouse gas polluters in Colorado involve Xcel Energy?s Comanche, Craige, 

Pawnee, Hayden, Cherokee, and others. This is why we need to be more cautious about 

pollution because pollution also causes global warming. 

 

Honor  BandBy Elly Brown

HOLYOKE CO- Honor Band has been hosted by Holyoke School District for a long time. This year 

there were 10% more students that participated than last year. School bands from all over North 

Eastern Colorado came, some including Wray, Wiggins, and Sterling. David Wood was the 

clinician for the middle school honor band, he has been teaching for 12 years in Florence, 

Colorado. The high school clinician was Casey Cropp, who is from the Front Range. Cropp taught 

for 40 years at Rocky Mountain High School. The middle school band performed first on Monday 

at 6:30 and the highschoolers followed. Many parents and friends of the participants came to 

watch the performance. Both of the clinicians were very impressed by the diligence and skill of 

the participants. Honor Band was nothing short of a success this year and hopefully next year it 

will be as great as this year. 



Dragon Week ly
By Grace Whisenhunt

HOLYOKE CO-

Sat urday Feb 8:  HS girls Swim Conference in Loveland 9:00 am

         HS WR at Eaton 8:00 am Depart 4:30 am

                             HS BB at Wiggins 2:00 pm.  Depart 11:15 am

           2 pm Main Gym JV Boys 3-8 minute qtrs. Aux. Gym JV Girls 2-8 minute qtrs.

           3 pm Main Gym Varsity Girls 4:30 pm Varsity Boys 

                           

Monday Feb 10:  Lunch at elem bldg: Chicken & Cheese Quesadilla 

                             League band in Yuma- Depart 7:00 am- Concert 6:30 pm

                             FFA district leadership at 9:00

Tuesday February 11:  Lunch at elem bldg:  Classic Pepperoni Pizza

                                     JH WR in Akron

                                     JH girls BB in Yuma

Wednesday Feb 12:  Lunch at elem bldg:  Beef Stroganoff 

                                   FCCLA 1st Responder?s Breakfast

                                    NHS Induction
Thursday Feb 13: HS girls state swim @VMAC, Thorton

          HS Basket Ball at Akron

Fr iday Feb 14: VALENTINE'S DAY

    HS Girls state swim at VMAC, Thorton

   HS Basketball with Caliche

    FCCLA meal

    HS WR  Regionals at Wiggins

Sat urday Feb 15: HS Girls state swim at VMAC, Thorton

        JH Girls basketball "A" tournament here

        HS WR regionals in Wiggins 
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