
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
Freeland Community School District  

May 5, 2020, School Election 
 

When is the election? 

 Tuesday, May 5, 2020.  The polls will be open from 7 a.m. until 8 p.m.  

Absentee ballots will be available after March 21st.  Absentee voting is 

permitted through Election Day. 

 

What is on the ballot? 

 Registered voters residing within the boundaries of the Freeland 

Community School District will vote on two proposals.  The first proposal seeks 

approval of a twelve-year, $23.6 million bond proposal. The second proposal 

seeks approval of an eight-year, one-mill sinking fund.  

 

What is the purpose of the bond proposal? 

The bond proposal was designed to address space issues at the 

elementary level.  To provide more elementary school classroom space, sixth-

grade students will be relocated to the middle school/high school site.  

Freeland Middle School will serve all sixth through eighth-grade students. To 

provide space for sixth-grade students at Freeland Middle School, additional 

classrooms, a gymnasium, locker rooms, and a secure entry will be added.  In 

addition, Freeland High School will be renovated to better meet the 

instructional needs of ninth through twelfth-grade students.  

 

 Freeland Elementary School will serve all second through fifth-grade 

students.  The Learning Center will continue to support programming for Early 

Childhood Special Education through first-grade students.  To improve student 

safety and the learning environment, air conditioning will be added at Freeland 

Elementary School and at the Learning Center.  



 

 

 

 

Why did the Board of Education decide to place two proposals on the May 

ballot? 

 The Freeland Community School District Board of Education believes in 

following the practice of paying off bonds in the shortest amount of time 

possible.  Reducing the number of years for bond repayment increases the 

annual cost for residents, but reduces the number of years residents will pay 

for the bond.  

 

To complete all building projects that were identified through a 

comprehensive facility study, a twelve-year bond was developed to address 

large scale projects such as new construction, and an eight-year sinking fund 

was developed to complete smaller projects that don’t require large sums of 

upfront funds.   

 

How were the bond proposal projects developed? 

 To protect the community’s investment in its schools, all schools are 

annually evaluated. Working with construction and architectural specialists,  

an in-depth facility study was completed in October.  The study identified 

short-term, long-term, and critical facility needs.   

 

What determines if the bond proposal projects are allowed by law? 

 Every project in the bond proposal must be reviewed and approved by 

the Michigan Department of Treasury.  And, all renovations and upgrades must 

comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

 

What will the bond proposal cost a homeowner?   

 The $23.6 million, twelve-year bond will result in a net tax increase of 

2.68 mills over the prior year’s (2019) levy. For a taxpayer owning a home with 

a market value of $150,000, the cost of the increase will be approximately 

$16.75 per month or about 55¢ per day. 

 

To calculate your monthly cost of the bond proposal, multiply the taxable 

value of your home (not the market value) by 0.00268 and divide by 12.  For 

example, a home with a market value of $150,000 would pay 0.00268 times 

the taxable value of $75,000 = $201.00 divided by 12 for a monthly increase of 

$16.75.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

What projects will be completed through the bond proposal? 

 

LEARNING CENTER 

• Facility modification for the installation of air conditioning  

• Add air conditioning to all classrooms 

• Upgrade temperature controls 

• Upgrade the electrical system for air conditioning  

 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

• Add air conditioning to all classrooms 

• Replace cafeteria air handling units to accommodate air conditioning 

• Upgrade temperature controls 

• Upgrade the electrical system for air conditioning  

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL COMPLEX 

• Replace asphalt paving in the south parking lot 

• Add a new drive into the site from Webster Road 

• Separate the bus loop from the parking lot 

• Extend south parking lot for additional parking 

• Build connector drive to Oakwood Road 

• Complete site work for the classroom additions 

• Construct a gymnasium 

• Complete site work for the gymnasium addition 

• Construct eight (8) classrooms and support space for the addition of 

sixth-grade students 

• Construct weight room/locker rooms 

• Replace roofing 

• Create a secure, entry for Freeland Middle School 

• Reconfigure the media center into a collaboration space 

• Renovate the current weight room to classrooms 

• Renovate select rooms into classroom space 

• Connect the classroom and athletic additions to the current building 

• HVAC system upgrades to address heating and cooling needs throughout 

Freeland Middle School/High School 

• Upgrade temperature controls throughout the middle school/high school 

• Add additional site lighting for expanded parking lot 

• Technology infrastructure for additions needed to add sixth-grade  

• Add audio-visual system for instruction in new classrooms 

• Purchase media center furniture 

• Purchase furniture for the classroom addition and renovations 

• Purchase equipment for athletic addition 



 

 

 

What is a bond? 

 A bond is a State-approved funding process for a set scope of projects.  

When voters approve a bond proposal, the school district sells bonds in the 

authorized amount and uses the proceeds of the sale to pay for those projects 

in the bond proposal.  Bonds are usually paid back in 20-30 years.  

 

 In many ways, the bonding process is like a homeowner obtaining a 

mortgage and making payments over a period of years.  

 

What can bonds be used for? 

 Bonds can be used for: 

o Constructing new school buildings 

o Constructing additions to existing school buildings 

o Remodeling existing school buildings 

o Energy conservation improvements 

o Land purchases 

o Site development and improvements 

o Athletic and physical education facility development and 

improvements 

o Playground development and improvements 

o Refunding debt (if new present value savings can be demonstrated) 

o Direct bond program costs such as professional fees, election fees, 

 issuance costs, qualification fees, insurance fees, final audit costs 

o School bus purchases 

o Purchasing loose furnishings and equipment  

o Technology purchases limited to hardware and communication 

 devices that transmit, receive or compute information for pupil 

 instructional purposes only.   

o  The initial purchase of an operating system and customized 

application software is allowed if purchased with the initial 

hardware. 

 

Bonds cannot be used for: 

o Salaries, service contracts, lease payments, installment contracts, 

and supplies 

o Repairs, maintenance, or maintenance agreements 

o Purchasing automobiles, trucks, or vans 

o Portable classrooms purchased for temporary use 

o Uniforms 

o Textbooks 

 



 

 

 

o Upgrades to an existing computer operating system or application 

software 

o Computer training, computer consulting, or computer 

maintenance contracts   

 

What technology is included in the bond proposal? 

All technology upgrades included in the proposal are for newly 

constructed or renovated classrooms and are designed to support classroom 

instruction and enhance the learning environment.  The primary focus of the 

proposal is to provide current technology for students and teachers and to 

equip instructional areas with up-to-date instructional technology.   

 

Will taxpayers be still paying for computers when they are obsolete?   

No.  The Michigan Department of Treasury and federal tax regulations 

require that specific items in a bond proposal (such as computers) be paid for 

before they become obsolete.  Computers must be paid off within five years of 

their first use. 

 

What is a sinking fund? 

A sinking fund is a pay-as-you-go method of generating tax revenue.  As 

a matter of comparison, a sinking fund is like a savings account into which a 

school district can deposit voter-approved local millage to pay cash for building 

projects or repairs as they arise.  Sinking funds are usually 5-10 years in 

length, are capped by law at 3.0 mills, and are not usually intended to finance 

major projects.  The Freeland Community Schools’ proposal is a-one mill, 

eight-year request. 

Approval of a sinking fund will provide revenue for the school district to 

address facility needs at the Learning Center and Elementary School, including 

replacement of roofs, parking lots, and improving security (including cameras, 

secure entryways and safety film on glass access points), and prioritized repair 

and updates to meet identified facilities needs.    

What will the sinking fund cost a homeowner? 

 The one-mill sinking fund will result in a tax increase of one mill.  For 

the taxpayer owning a home with a market value of $150,000, the cost will be 

approximately $6.25 per month or 20¢ per day.   

 

To calculate your monthly cost of the sinking fund, multiply the taxable 

value of your home (not the market value) by 0.001 and divide by 12.  For 

example, a home with a market value of $150,000 would pay 0.001 times the 

taxable value of $75,000 = $75.00 divided by 12 = a $6.25 monthly increase.   



 

 

 

Why is a new gymnasium needed at Freeland Middle School/High School? 

The current gyms serve seventh through twelfth-grade students for 

instructional programming as well as for athletic team practices and 

events.  Every hour of the school day, the gyms are in use.  Moving sixth-grade  

students to the middle school/high school site will further expand the use of 

the gyms for instruction and athletic use.   Adding the additional gym will 

provide more space for the needed instructional time, provide students involved 

in winter sports the ability to practice at a reasonable time instead of into the 

late evening hours on school days, and provide practice space for spring sports 

teams when inclement weather conditions prevent outdoor practice.    

 

Will all bond proposal and sinking fund revenue benefit the Freeland 

Community School District?  

 Yes.  All revenue from the bond proposal and the sinking fund will 

benefit the Freeland Community School District.  None of the revenue will go to 

Lansing or to any other school district or political entity. 

 

If the bond proposal is approved by voters, will property values be 

affected? 

 Research indicates that real estate values tend to be higher in 

communities with school districts that are perceived to offer a quality 

educational program and have up-to-date school facilities.   

 

 All Freeland Community School District proposal projects are designed to 

reflect positively on homeowner property values and the school district’s 

reputation for effectiveness and efficiency.  

 

Why did the school district decide to place the ballot proposals on the 

May ballot? 

          The Board of Education decided to place the ballot proposals on the May 

ballot for two key reasons: 

1.  Voter approval in May allows the school district to immediately begin 

the design phase so that projects could begin in the summer of 2020. 

2.  Voter approval in May allows the school district to begin the bid 

process with area contractors using current costs as opposed to anticipated 

future costs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

What will appear on the May 5th ballot? 

 Here is the exact ballot wording: 

 

 FREELAND COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT  

 BONDING PROPOSAL 

Shall Freeland Community School District, Saginaw, Midland and Bay Counties, 

Michigan, borrow the sum of not to exceed Twenty-Three Million Six Hundred Thousand 

Dollars ($23,600,000) and issue its general obligation unlimited tax bonds therefor for 

the purpose of: 

erecting, furnishing, and equipping additions to the middle 

school/high school building; remodeling, furnishing and 

refurnishing, and equipping and re-equipping school buildings; 

acquiring and installing instructional technology in school  

 

 

 

buildings; and preparing, developing, and improving sites? 

 

    ____ YES 

    ____  NO 
 

The following is for informational purposes only: 

The estimated millage that will be levied for the proposed bonds in 2020 is 2.96 mills 

($2.96 on each $1,000 of taxable valuation) for a 2.68 mills net increase over the prior 

year’s levy. The maximum number of years the bonds may be outstanding, exclusive of 

any refunding, is twelve (12) years. The estimated simple average annual millage 

anticipated to be required to retire this bond debt is 4.93 mills ($4.93 on each $1,000 

of taxable valuation). 

The school district does not expect to borrow from the State to pay debt service on the 

bonds. The total amount of qualified bonds currently outstanding is $1,000,000. The 

total amount of qualified loans currently outstanding is $-0-. The estimated computed 

millage rate may change based on changes in certain circumstances. 

(Pursuant to State law, expenditure of bond proceeds must be audited and the proceeds 

cannot be used for repair or maintenance costs, teacher, administrator or employee 

salaries, or other operating expenses.) 

 

 

 



 

FREELAND COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

SINKING FUND MILLAGE PROPOSAL 

 

Shall the limitation on the amount of taxes which may be assessed against all 

property in Freeland Community School District, Saginaw, Midland and Bay Counties, 

Michigan, be increased by and the board of education to be authorized to levy not to 

exceed 1 mill ($1.00 on each $1,000of taxable valuation) for a period of 8 years, 2021 

to 2028, inclusive, to create a sinking fund for the purchase of real estate for sites for, 

and the construction or repair of, school buildings, for school security improvements, 

for the acquisition or upgrading of technology and all other purposes authorized by 

law; the estimate of the revenue the school district will collect if the millage is 

approved and levied in 2021 is approximately $425,529? 

 

 

A YES vote typically means that a voter supports a proposal.  Is that the 

case in this election? 

 Yes.  Voters who support the Freeland Community School District bond 

proposal should vote YES; voters who oppose the bond proposal should vote 

NO.  The same is true for the sinking fund proposal; voters who support the 

Freeland Community School District sinking fund proposal should vote YES; 

voters who oppose the sinking fund proposal should vote NO. 

 

What will happen if voters do not approve the bond proposal or the 

sinking fund? 

 The projects cannot be addressed as proposed.  Any facility needs or  

emergency repairs will have to be taken from the operating budget that is 

primarily intended to support the educational program.   

 

Who can vote in this election? 

 Residents of the Freeland Community School District who will be 18 

years of age or older on Election Day and are registered to vote.  

 

Where can I get information about voting (such as how to register, where 

to vote, and absentee voting)? 

 Go to the Michigan Voter Information website (www.michigan.gov/vote) 

or call the Clerk’s Office where you reside.  

 

Do I need to update my voter registration? 

 You need to update your voter registration if you have changed your 

name or address since the last time you voted.  You can do this at any 

Secretary of State Office or at the Clerk’s Office where you reside.    

 

 



 

 

Can I vote by absentee ballot? 

 Yes.  Since voter approval of Proposal 3 in November 2018, registered 

voters do not need a reason to vote by absentee ballot.  You can request an 

absentee ballot application from your Clerk’s Office or by going online to 

www.michigan.gov/vote and clicking on Absentee Voting in the left column.  

  

Absentee ballots will be available to voters after March 21st.  Absentee 

ballot may be cast through Election Day.  

 

Where can I get more information about the proposals?  

To get more information about the bond election and answers to your 

questions... 

o Go to www.freelandschools.net click on 2020 School Election  

o Call any Freeland Community School District School Principal  

o Contact Superintendent of Schools Matt Cairy at 989/695-5527 or 

email him at cairym@freelandschools.net 

 

This document was prepared to provide factual information about 

 the Freeland Community School District May 5, 2020 election  

and was paid for by the Freeland Community School District,  

710 Powley Drive, Freeland, MI 48623. 

mailto:cairym@freelandschools.net

