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Hello District 163 Family,  
We are continuing to excel as we end our 2019-20 2nd Quarter of learning. We are pleased to share 
the ongoing successes of our students. Our 8th grade leadership ambassadors have engaged in 
Re-igniting the Genius Saturday Symposium and a week of the Genius in Me collaborative sessions. 
A team of students presented at the January Board of Education Meeting to share their focus on the 
7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens. Our goal is to ensure that our 8th graders reach their graduation 
goals, prepare for leadership in school and in the community, and have wings to soar as they 
prepare for high school. We appreciate the support of our families and community.  
 

All families have received 2nd Quarter Report Cards to provide a snapshot of each student’s 
academic progress in core subject areas. All of our students have completed middle of the year 
assessments to monitor progress. Teachers have results to share with parents to communicate the 
NWEA Measures of Academic Progress benchmarks for students in 3rd through 8th grade and DRA 
(developmental reading assessments) levels and benchmarks for students in grades Kindergarten 
through 3rd. Our pre-kindergarten students engage in activities identified through the Gold 
assessment to demonstrate their progress toward meeting the Early Learning Standards. Students 
also have opportunities to show their learning on middle of the year writing assessments and grade 
specific assessments such as sight words, reading fluency, and curriculum-based monitoring 
dependent upon their grade level. Talk with your child’s teacher for details and for ways that you 
can partner with us to enhance learning at home.  
 

We look forward to showcasing the talents of our students at the upcoming Southland Choir Gala 
at Governors State University on February 11th. This gala highlights the excellence in the south 
suburban school districts that feed into the Rich Township 227 School District. We believe that 
opportunities in the arts promote confidence, enhance the gifts of our students, and provide 
students with lifelong memories of positive learning experiences. Our Michelle Obama School of 
Technology and the Arts combined choir will represent School District 163. We thank our families 
for working hand in hand with us to help our students shine! 
 

We have established goals to raise awareness and educate students at our Obama Schools about 
the importance of school safety, appropriate use of technology and social media, and bully 
prevention. Our team of administrators has partnered with Park Forest and Chicago Heights Police 
Departments and Community Engagement Officers to lead school assemblies and provide 
educational videos for our student body. Parents, we are seeking your support as we focus on these 
very important initiatives. Information letters and brochures have been sent to you to enhance our 
partnership.  
 

I look forward to our continued work together elevating excellence in District 163! Please join me 
at an upcoming Superintendent’s Roundtable discussion to share your ideas about our community 
of schools. 
 

Be Excellent, 
 

Dr. Caletha White  
Superintendent 
cwhite@sd163.com 

Ayden Oke, Olivia Scott, and Jeremiah 
Grant are the winners of the District 

Spelling Bee 

Stay connected!  www.sd163.com   District 163   @District163_ 

Dr. Caletha White with Park Forest 
Police Chief Christopher Mannino and 

Community Engagement Officer 
Rachel Wax 

Dr. White and Dr. Nottke discuss 
school violence and safe practices 

while utilizing social media 

Ja’Riel Grant, Shamazing Jackson, and 
Yasmin Glasper present to the Board 

of Education 
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