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Message from Mrs. Henneberry, February 2020 

February is Black History Month and Granby Memorial Middle School is committed to honoring 
the accomplishments of black Americans as we continue to expand our curriculum to include 
contributions from all Americans. While there is much work to be done to develop a more 
culturally responsive curriculum, this nationally recognized month is designated to honor 
accomplishments that are too often neglected. 

In 1926 a group of educators sponsored a celebration in February to coincide with the birthdays 
of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass. Fifty years later, as part of the celebration of our 
Bicentennial, President Gerald Ford recognized Black History Month, urging Americans to 
"seize the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected accomplishments of black Americans in 
every area of endeavor throughout our history.”  In continuing our work in Granby to address 
inequities, we are intentionally taking time during February to identify and explore stories that 
have often been missing from our larger story, and engage in dialogue to honor the reality that 
black history is indeed American history.  

One such story I recently learned of is the Birmingham Children’s Crusade of 1963. Hundreds of 
Birmingham children chose to walk out of school and engage in protest marches that continued 
for days. Their actions were a pivotal event of the civil rights movement that opened the eyes of 
the nation through their courageous activism. As much as I have studied the civil rights 
movement, I had never heard of this story until a teacher shared a book about it this year. 

 This month GMMS classes will be exploring historic and current contributions by black 
Americans.  Our hope is to continue to develop a curriculum that represents our complete 
history. Ensuring the ongoing integration of black history and experiences throughout all 
curriculum is imperative as educators continue to uplift every student and provide a 
comprehensive view of our collective history.  



 

 
 
 
E  N  R I C H M E N T 

 
 
Children have boundless potential.  It’s our job to nurture them with abundant love, support, 
and guidance so they can become the artists, scientists, writers, or computer coders they want 
to be.  Here are ten ways to help grow children’s brains, cultivate their interests, and launch 
their life journeys: 
 

1  Model a curious mind, a willingness to take risks, and a strong work ethic. 
2  Nurture their passion, because they’ll want to delve into what they love. 

3  Praise their effort, not their ability. 
4  Make time for play, which fosters imagination. 

5  Give them music lessons for fun and to exercise their brains. 
6  Teach them a foreign language, which stimulates neuronal connections. 

7  Let them tackle challenges on their own without swooping in. 
8  Introduce them to inspiring peers and mentoring adults. 

9  Spend time with them every week doing puzzles and brainstorming riddles. 
10 Take them traveling; openness to new experience fosters creativity. 

 
Kalb, Claudia.  “The Science of Genius.”  National Geographic  Magazine.    2018:  95. 

 
Shirley Cowles 

Enrichment Coach 
cowless@granby.k12.ct.us 
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Unified Arts 

   

In January, all grades are experiencing the Olympic sport of Team Handball! A 
hugely popular game in Europe and across the globe, Handball is known to be a 
high scoring and fast-paced game. The sport combines elements of basketball, 
water polo, hockey and lacrosse.  Ask your student to show you the rules and 

highlights of the game available to them on our Google Classroom. 

 



 

 

 
 

Media Center 
Maker Space is up and running! Students are able to sign up for a 2 week 

rotation (based on non-band/chorus days) to work in the Maker Space during 

X-Block. Students are able to access a wide variety of materials and activities. 

      

 
 
 

STEAM DAY in the Media Center 
Grade 7 students enjoyed working with Sphero Sprk+ robots. Through 2 
different APPS, students were able to drive these robots using several 

different modes including block coding. 



 

     

Did you know!?!?  
There is a Granby Public Schools (all ages) book club? 

Don’t miss out on this month’s meeting where we will Skype with Dr. Melba 
Beals (one of the original “Little Rock Nine”). 

 Click this link to read more about this important person in American 
History. 

All Are Welcome! 

 
 

For more information or questions, please contact GMMS Library Media Specialist 
Leigh Ann Ryan via email:  Ryanl@granby.k12.ct.us 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/melba-pattillo-beals/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/melba-pattillo-beals/


 

 
Family and Consumer Sciences 

 
And we’re off! We are now half way through the school year and at the 
beginning of Q3! Grade 6 is discovering the power of advertising and 

how to be wise consumers.  Grade 7 is discovering the world of 
entrepreneurs and what it takes to successfully launch a new product or 
service.  Grade 8 is beginning their journey into career research and how 

to carefully manage the money they make. 

 

Junior Achievement is also underway! As a relevant addition to our FCS 
curriculum, JA volunteers share their real world experiences with 
students regarding career choice, entrepreneurship and personal 

finance. If you are interested in volunteering your time as part of the 
Junior Achievement program, please email Mrs. Marti: 

martid@granby.k12.ct.us  
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Technology Education 

Q2 wraps up.  6th graders shared their various coding 
products with Mr. Hershon.  7th and 8th graders finished 

up their manufacturing  products and brought them 
home.  Welcome to Q3 Tech Ed students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 
 

Art 
 
Happy 3rd Quarter! Students will begin the quarter with design projects in all three grades.               
Art Club will meet on February 19th and February 26th from 2:30-3:30. 

 
 

Music 
Hello Music Parents! Thank you so much for attending our Winter Band and Chorus 

concerts last month! They were very successful and we are so proud of our performers! All 
of our ensembles are getting started on learning new pieces of music for our Spring 
Concerts in June (see below). Students should be listening to their music on Google 

Classroom, and also practicing at home! (hint hint) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MUSIC CONCERTS  
 
 

All Music Concerts are a REQUIRED part of the band and choir curriculum. PLEASE PLAN 
AHEAD! Students are expected to be on time, properly dressed and ready to perform at 
concert time. Call time for concerts is 6:30 pm, and the concerts will take place at the 
GMHS Auditorium and begin at 7 pm.  
 

 
SPRING CHOIR CONCERT: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 

SPRING BAND CONCERT: Thursday, June 4, 2020 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Music Department Carnation Sale: To help celebrate our “Heart Month” at GMMS the 
Choirs and Bands will be selling carnations during all three lunch periods as a closing 
activity for the month.  Let’s think about the EMOTIONAL HEALTH of our hearts!  Students 
can help recognize friendships and “warm hearts” by purchasing a flower for $2 to give to a 
classmate.  They can choose to leave a note or send it anonymously.  The carnations will be 
sold during lunch waves on Monday-Thursday, Feb. 24-27.  The choir and band members 
will deliver these flowers during the lunch periods on Friday, February 28.  Brighten 
someone’s day with a kind thought!  It’ll make you feel better too! 



 

  
***If parents would like a chance to “warm the heart” of students @ GMMS, you can send in 
exact cash or a check made out to GMMS in an envelope marked Choir Carnation 
Fundraiser.  Each flower is $2.  If you’d like to include a message for the student, please 
place this in the envelope as well.   However, make sure to write the student’s first/last 
name AND Grade on the note/envelope as well.  We’ll make sure we make your delivery too 
on Friday, Feb. 28. 

The funds raised will go to the GMMS Music Department account that helps music students 
attend the yearly musical at the Bushnell Theater in Hartford. 

Thanks for helping us support “Heart Month” at GMMS! 
 
Here are some other important dates and events coming soon: 

 
● Annual Carnation Sale and Fundraiser: February 24 - 27 (delivered on 2/28) 
● Granby’s Got Talent! (sponsored by GMHS Athletic Boosters): Saturday, April 4th @ 

6:30 pm - HS Auditorium 
● Northern Region Festival (for accepted students): Friday/Saturday, March 20/21 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please email riverar@granby.k12.ct.us or melloc@granby.k12.ct.us with any questions.  

 

 

WORLD LANGUAGES 

 
Spanish 
6th Grade Spanish 
We are completing our unit called “La Universidad” in which we are focused on the 
high-frequency structures “quiere ser” (wants to be), “toma” (takes), and “habla” as well 
as a wide variety of professions in which students express interest.  Through 
story-asking and non-fiction reading, we are exploring different classes that one needs 
to “take” if they “want to be” different professions.   We will also be reinforcing and 
learning new classroom objects, vocabulary, and working with content to have more 
clarity around articles and adjective agreement. 
 

 

 



 

7th Grade Spanish 
We are completing our school unit, and creating school brochures which we will share 
with our Spanish pen pals.  In February, we will move into reading our class novel, 
Piratas del Caribe y el Mapa Secreto. 
 
8th Grade Spanish 
We are moving into our unit on homes and describing rooms and items in them.  We will 
also talk about different features of homes around the Spanish-speaking world.  There 
is also somewhat of an increased focus on grammar at this time of the year, in 
preparation for Spanish 2 next year.  

 

French 

6th grade French  This month, students will focus on describing people in their lives 
with physical and personality characteristics as well as likes and dislikes. 

 

7th grade French 
This month we are focusing on one specific area around town where the students spend 
much of their time; school! They will learn about school schedules, grading practices, 
how to describe their courses and teachers as well as create an ideal schedule of their 
own. 

 

8th grade French 
We have just begun our unit on homes and properties in France. Throughout the course 
of this unit, students will view properties in France and make connections between 
cultural concepts that we’ve previously covered to typical French homes. Towards the 
end of this unit, students will become real estate agents to try to sell sample properties!  
 

Chinese:  

6th Grade Chinese:  January 25, 2020 is the beginning of the Chinese new year. This 
year is the year of the rat. Students will learn stories and legends of Chinese zodiac and 
Chinese new year. We will do Chinese paper cutting to celebrate the Chinese tradition 
of Chinese new year.  

7th grade Chinese:  In order to celebrate Chinese New Year, we will learn further 
about Chinese new year and how the Chinese zodiac affects many Chinese people’s 



 

lives. We will learn about 12 Chinese zodiac animals. We will also learn different 
Chinese cultural activities to celebrate Chinese new year.  

 
 
 
6th Grade Math: 
Sixth grade students are working hard to develop their 
algebraic skills.  Students will be looking at the relationships 
between expressions and equations, and how they can be 
used to represent various real world situations.  The two main 
properties that students will be focusing on are the 
commutative property and the distributive property.  These two 
properties are foundational skills that students will continue to 
use throughout their mathematical and science classes. 
Students will also be looking at different ways to represent 
expressions, so they can choose the best representation for a 
given scenario.  It will be important that students are precise 
and careful while showing the steps to simplify or solve expressions and equations. 
When your child is working on their expressions and equations at home, encourage 
them to take their time with their work.  Their efforts to develop these skills now will 
become very helpful as they progress through middle and high school!  
 
 
7th Grade Pre-Algebra:  
Seventh graders are hard at work with their Algebraic skills.  This foundational unit will 
prepare students to solve and analyze more complex equations in algebra next year. 
Significant focus will be put on helping students discover what equations represent, and 
how they can manipulate them for various circumstances.  There are many applications 
for equations in the events that students see and experience in their everyday lives. 
Showing students these real world connections helps them to build a deeper 
understanding of the concepts. While solving equations, it is important for students to 
take their time and show their work in a precise manner.  It is very easy to miss negative 
signs and other operations if they rush through their work.  At home, please encourage 
your child to review the rational number operation skills they worked on in the first unit 
of the year.  This practice with positive and negative numbers will help students be 
successful while solving equations.  
 
8th Grade Algebra: 



 

In Algebra 1A, students will be moving into a statistics unit, and will be looking at scatter 
plots and trendlines.  This is an engaging unit for students, as they can look at data that 
directly interests them.  This unit will help students to be able to look at and make sense 
of data, which is a very valuable life skill!  The homework that students complete in this 
unit is related to review skills on multi step equations, graphing and slope from unit 1. 
These skills are necessary to look at trend lines that best represent the data being 
presented.   In Algebra 1, students will begin the Functions unit.  In this unit, students 
use function notation to represent relationships between variables.  They will use 
graphic representations and equations to look at the domain and range of each function, 
and what that domain and range mean in the context of the problem. 

Science   
 
Grade 6: Sixth grade science classes will continue their study of human body systems. 
Students will compare the structure and function of these systems to those of the brown 
trout in the Ecology Center. This unit will culminate in a Public Service Announcement 
about a human disease or condition of students' choice. 
 
Grade 7:  Seventh grade students will begin their unit in Chemistry. Students will 
gather evidence from their study of chemistry to solve the mystery of the burning shed. 
Students will investigate molecular movement and then observe and identify chemical 
and physical properties and chemical changes of matter, explore the patterns in the 
periodic table and explain how elements form molecules and compounds. With the 
completion of each topic, students should begin to narrow down the cause of their shed 
fire. 

 
Grade 8: In eighth grade students will explore electricity 
and circuits. They will do hands-on activities that use 
different types of circuit boards and computer models to 
look at the paths of electrical current. This unit will 
culminate in the design and building of an electric motor. 
Also, students will research and write an informational 
paper about how the electricity in our homes has 
improved over time and where our use of electricity in the 
home may be heading in the future.  
  
Science Club meets on Tuesdays from 2:30 to 3:30. Mr. 

Pinckney has been facilitating a series of investigations into Rube Goldberg 



 

contraptions. In February, students will choose a fresh topic. New members are still 
welcome. 
 
FishKids Club continues to meet on Thursdays after school to provide extra TLC for 
the trout in the Ecology Center. Sorry, but we are no longer accepting new members. 
__________________________________________________________ 
February News from Language Arts 

An endless January has come to close, and students are soon transitioning to 
fresh units that prioritize a variety of new informational and argumentative reading, 
writing, and listening skills. Report cards for quarter two provide a perfect moment 
for reflection and goal setting with your student. Please remind your student to organize 
their workload by creating regular “to-do” lists, by checking PowerSchool, and 
by accessing Google Classroom.  When in doubt, they should email their 
teacher!  

In sixth grade, Students are completing their informational articles 
where they had the opportunity to complete cross-curricular research. In 
language arts, students worked to research a health condition and how it 
affects the systems of the body. They then used their research to compose an 
informational article and will soon use their research to produce a Public Service 
Announcement in Science classes.  

Seventh graders are also wrapping up informational articles. For this 
assignment, students selected a real life unsolved mystery and 
researched its background and potential theories. Students reported on 
their new learning by writing an article that informed readers about their 
selected mystery and explained two plausible theories, with thorough 
evidence for each.  

In addition, seventh grade classes are beginning mystery book clubs. Students 
will work together to analyze the mystery and the ways in which the elements of plot 
work together and interact.  

Finally, eighth graders are in the final week of their third unit focused on 
developing their ability to assess the impact of structural decisions made by 
professional writers in both informational and argumentative 
texts. Students have considered how specific paragraphs and 
sentences refine topics and how authors wisely choose facts and 
details to affect the reader, sometimes cleverly hiding bias.  

Also, eighth graders composed an informational article 
covering either an aspect of free speech or an activist who they 
admire. Students set their own criteria for success, with guidance from their 
classroom teacher, and have chosen to prioritize organization, elaboration, and 
professionalism in their writing.  



 

As a department, we continue to stress the importance of acquiring new 
vocabulary and of becoming authentic readers and thinkers. Please ask your student 
how he or she is keeping up with these two established classroom routines.  

 

Your Language Arts Team:  

Grace, Lisa, Kathy, Jen, and Tom  

 
Is your student looking to get involved? 
Literary Magazine Club and Newspaper Club meet weekly school! Email Grace 
Matthews or Kathy Waddington for more information! New writers, editors, 
designers, and creative thinkers are always welcome.  

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

GMMS Social Studies Department News ~ February, 2020 
 
Grade 6:  

Students in grade six recently finished their study of India and have started studying 
China, both ancient and modern. They have started with a general overview of the geography of 
the country and surrounding features, using the five themes of geography. Next, we will 
transition into learning about the importance of trade routes, particularly the Silk Road.  
 
If you’d like to help your child learn during this unit you can talk with them about where modern 
day goods your family gets come from and ask them if they can make any connections to how 
this is different from or similar to ancient trade.  
 
Grade 7: 

Seventh grade students recently began a unit on Latin America. Students are analyzing 
demographic data and other indicators to determine conditions in countries within the region. 
Also, students  will research arguments in favor of or against Puerto Rican statehood. They will 
ultimately write a letter to Congress expressing either support or rejection of statehood for the 
territory.  
 
If you’d like to help your child learn during this unit you can ask your child about their opinion on 
Puerto Rican statehood.  
 
Grade 8: 

Students have begun to develop Capstone questions and will begin research of chosen 
topics at the end of January.   Students are also continuing the study of the U.S. Constitution 
with a focus on how the rights spelled out in the amendments continue to protect us today.  
 



 

If you’d like to help your child learn during this unit you can ask them about their Capstone topic 
and why it interests them.  You can also ask them about amendments to our Constitution and 
what rights are protected.  

 
Congratulations to the following GMMS students who competed in the 
final schoolwide round of our National Geographic Geography Bee on 
January 10th  

Chase Alexander, Dylan Brown, Louella Ferreri, Grace Jennings, 
Rohmann Knutson, Mason Nagy, Nick Ryan, Aiden Smith, Ben 
Varriale, & Kian Woods 

Congratulations to our school champion, Chase Alexander! Chase won a hard fought final and 
correctly answered the last final round question to take the title.  Mason Nagy also performed 
well and took second place.  Chase will be representing Granby in the State Bee in March at 
Central Connecticut State University. 

 
 
 
 
 

School Health News 
 

Flu 

 To date the middle school has been very fortunate with very little flu activity 
but given that the flu appears to be wide spread this year we hope this 
information will be helpful. 

If you suspect your child has the flu, you should take them to the doctor, if your child has 
an underlying medical condition such as asthma, diabetes, autoimmune condition or 
heart condition you should be especially cautious.  

If they are diagnosed with the flu please call the school and let us know so that we may 
track flu cases.  



 

 

Source from Centers for Disease Control (CDC) web site for information visit CDC web 
site   https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/coldflu.htm# 

Guidelines for Keeping Kids Home from School: 

● Temperature of 100 degrees or higher 
● Diarrhea within the past 24 hours 
● Vomiting within the past 24 hours 
● Coughing severe enough to prevent sleeping through the night 
● Persistent pain (ear, throat, stomach, head/sinus, body aches and pains etc.) 
● Most of these symptoms need to be discussed with your child's pediatrician to 

determine if an office visit is required. 

 When to return to school: ·   

 Fever free (below 100 F) for 24 hours without the use of medication such as Tylenol or 
Ibuprofen·  

 If antibiotic therapy is prescribed, 24 hours after the start of the antibiotic.  

6th grade parents: 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/coldflu.htm


 

Section 10-206 of the Connecticut General Statutes requires that all students enrolled in 
the public schools have a complete health examination prior to the first day of 7th grade. 
The required exam must be completed by the child’s physician after the last day of 5th 
grade (June 14, 2019 )  and submitted to the school prior to entry to grade 7 (August 25, 
2020 ) There are 2 mandatory immunizations that all students in 7th grade must have. 
They are the Tdap and Meningococcal vaccines. Please call your physician or the clinic 
with any questions. 

8th Grade Washington DC trip 

Medication orders forms for the trip may be submitted at any time. If you have any 
questions about the medication or forms required please contact the nurse before going 
to the doctor to be sure the right form is completed.  

PERMISSION TO CARRY AND SELF ADMINISTER PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS 

In order for your child to carry and self-administer a prescription medication, each 
medication must be on a separate form.  Students MAY NOT carry and self-administer 
controlled substances (for example Adderall, Ritalin, Strattera, Ativan, Prozac,  & narcotic 
pain medications).  

All medications carried by your child MUST be in the original container, labeled with your 
child’s name.   

PERMISSION TO CARRY AND SELF ADMINISTER OVER-THE-COUNTER MEDICATIONS 

In order for your child to carry and self-administer over-the-counter medications, the 
Over-The-Counter Medication Orders for School Sponsored Field Trip form must be 
completed and signed by your physician, parent and student.  
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