
 

 

 

 

Barack Obama School of Leadership and STEM
It is hard to believe 
that we have finished 
our first semester of 
school. The second 
quarter at OLS flew 
by, yet we will 
continue our excellent 
school year 
committed to 

reaching our academic goals. Our return from winter 
break has been a smooth one, and all of our 
classrooms are filled with scholars engaging in 
innovative lessons and preparing for the upcoming 
IAR assessments.  

 
 

During second quarter, our scholars have been busy! 
We brought in the festive season with an amazing 
holiday program, “A Winter Solstice Celebration,” 
providing our audience with harmonious sounds of 
the season with a soulful touch. Before break, several 
of our students participated in the OLS Spelling Bee, 
where 10 moved on to the second round District 
Spelling Bee, and one of our students moved to the 
final round where he will represent our school and 
SD163 at the Regional Spelling Bee. Our students 
worked extremely hard studying diligently and 
preparing; congratulations to them all.  

 

 

The horticulture 
program hosted a 
STEM to S.T.E.M. 
fair and provided 
scholars and the 
community the 
opportunity to 

sample some wonderful products grown in our 
greenhouse, engage students as they learned more 
about composting, and purchase some amazing 
products.  
 

Our 8th grade scholars participated in a week-long 
leadership reboot seminar, where we celebrated 
their GENIUS. Our 8th grade leaders started this 
event by attending several workshops on Saturday 
and then returning to OLS where they participated in 
a themed seminar facilitated by staff and 
administration. We are proud of our 8th grade 
students and committed to seeing them successful as 
they continue to grow.  
 

Finally, we are proud of the various incentives offered 
to our students. We had more than 90 students 
participate in our perfect attendance celebration. 
Students were able to attend OLS Cinema and enjoy 
time playing boards games with their peers.  

 
We will be announcing our first 5 students of the 
month to highlight students who go above and 
beyond academically and model leadership traits in 
all they do.  

Upcoming Events 
Celebrate Success Day – February 13 Black History Program – February 26 

Valentine’s Day Dance – February 14 Mid-Winter Break/No School – February 28 - March 2 

Presidents’ Day/No School – February 17 Institute Day/No School – March 17 

#WINNING 2nd Quarter! 

Dr. Khari Grant, Principal 
kgrant@sd163.com  

Veneeta Phelps, Assistant Principal 
vphelps@sd163.com  
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