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February 5, 2020 

Dear District Residents: 

Telephone 
(608) 423-4345

Fax 
(608) 423-9869

Website 
www.cambridge.k12.wi.us 

Blue Jay Pride runs deep here in the School District of Cambridge. Our small, close-knit school district achieves great things 

together with our students, families, community members and supporters. Each day our students come ready to learn from 

inspiring and engaging staff. And you - the broader Cambridge community - support our students both in and out of the 

classroom through your commitment to education. On behalf of our students and staff: Thank You! 

This April, the District comes to residents with an opportunity to fulfill an unmet need. The District maintains a robust performing 

arts program. Annually, 87% of students participate in at least one performing arts class. Hundreds of proud parents, 

grandparents, community members and friends attend our many events, concerts and performances held each year. 

Unfortunately, our current gym and stage spaces can no longer fully accommodate the programming and scheduling demands 

of our students and community. After years of community requests and feedback, and more recently, a task force dedicated to 

recommending a solution for our performing arts spaces, we are sharing a proposed plan with our community. This plan not 

only addresses our performing arts need, but also offers additional benefits across our community and district for special event 

space including freeing up athletic space and offering more parking. 

The Board of Education unanimously authorized two referendum questions for the April 7, 2020 spring election. Acting upon 

the recommendation of a citizens' task force, the Board is proposing construction of a $9.9 million performing arts center. The 

performing arts center would be located on the northside of Cambridge High School and have seating for approximately 500. 

The Board is also proposing a $150,000 operating referendum to fund the recurring utility, maintenance and staffing costs 

associated with the performing arts center. It is important to note that, if built, the performing arts center would be utilized for 

instruction, assemblies and performances for all grade levels, and be available as a venue for many community performances 

and events. 

If approved by voters, the facilities referendum carries an estimated annual tax impact of $76 per $100,000 of property value 

over a 21-year payback period. The operating referendum has an additional annual tax impact of $2.14 per $100,000 of property 

value on a recurring basis. 

The decision to go to referendum was a thoughtful and deliberate one. The Board of Education authorized the referendum only 

after the citizens' Task Force analyzed options and studied community input. The Task Force concluded that the District has well 

maintained school buildings with room to grow, and our athletic facilities are second to none in the region. The School Board is 

presenting a plan that brings our performing arts space up to a level that reflects the student interest, curriculum and the 

strength of our other facilities across the district. 

Please review the enclosed fact sheet detailing the proposed performing arts center project. We invite you to find out more 

online at https://www.cambridge.kl2.wi.us/article/173346 including dates for an upcoming information meeting, and/or 

contact the District with any questions at any time. And, please vote on April 7th . 

Thank you, 

Tracy Smithback Travis, School Board President 

Jim Womble, Vice-President 

Sean Marren, Clerk 

Julie West, Member 

Michael Huffman, Treasurer 

Courtney Reed, Jenkins Member 

The School District of Cambridge prepares citizens who: 

Learn from the past, Achieve in the present, and Envision the future. 


