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Rosebud Elementary is taking steps to connect with the community and the business owners.  When Allstop owner Wes 
Colombe learned that the Rosebud Fifth Graders were planning their first ever dance, he offered his support in the 

form of a large number of pizzas and cases of water.
One of the organizers of the event, Rosebud Teacher Brian Brown said the kids really benefitted and appreciated the 
gesture.  “These same kids can someday be working in the store, helping put food on the table for their families,” he 

said.  “This connection with the community businesses is so very important.”
Pictured here are Allstop Owner Wes Colombe (center back), with some of the Allstop employees and the Rosebud 

Elementary Fifth Grade Class.

(See more on this event and the Rosebud Elementary Singers in the next issue of the Dreamcatcher)

Community Connections...
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From the
Superintendent...

  
 You are invited...
 To comply with School Board Policy KCB Community Involvement in 
Decision Making, you are invited to attend the upcoming Todd County School 
Board Meeting on MONDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2019, beginning at 6 p.m. AT 
LAKEVIEW SCHOOL.
  Time will be set aside for parents of Indian children and tribal offcials  
  to:
 - Comment on the participation of Indian children on an equal basis in   
      Todd County Schools with all other children;
 - Comment on any evaluation of education programs offered by the   
  Todd County School District;
 - Provide meaningful input regarding the implementation or    
  elimination of education programs;
 - Make recommendations regarding the needs of Indian children.
  Please plan to attend.  

Upcoming TCSD Events...
December 9 - “Angry Jurors”- TCMS Drama - 6 p.m.

December  10 - Middle School Concert - 6 p.m.
December 11 - He Dog Concert - 1 p.m.

TCHS Christmas Concert - 7 p.m.
December 13 - Littleburg Christmas Concert - 1:30 p.m.

Rosebud Christmas Concert 1:30 p.m.
Lakeview Concert - 6:30 p.m.

December 14 - Spring Creek Arts & Crafts Market 
- 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

December 17 - TC Elementary Concert 
- 1:30 p.m.

 Our school district 
has lost another of our 
beloved teachers.
 Roger Allen not 
only taught our children, 
but was a respected hus-
band and father, commu-
nity member and faithful 
to his Lord.  He died in 
a traffic accident earlier 
this month.  My heart 
goes out to his widow, 
Michelle, and their 11 
children, grandchildren, 
other relatives, and his 
many friends.
 We also said 
“Goodbye” to Ruth Ko-
rnely, another of our 

long time teachers and 
an elementary principal.  
She has now joined her 
husband, Bob, another of 
our former teachers, who 
preceded her in death a 
few months ago.
 November has 
been American Educa-
tion Month, and I want to 
again acknowledge and 
thank each and every 
one of our employees for 
their part in educating 
Todd County students. 
 Congratulations 
to Kernit Grimshaw, who 
retired recently from 
Wells Fargo Bank in Mis-
sion, after 51 years, serv-
ing much of that time as 
bank manager.  We wish 
him well, and are glad he 
has not retired from his 
wonderful photography.  
He has provided hun-
dreds of stunning photos  
for students, faculty and 
parents for us.  Thank 
you again, Kernit.  Hap-
py Retirement!
 Todd County Staff 
and Students again hon-
ored our American Vet-
erans with programs this 
year.  I hope you were 
able to attend some of 

them.  Thank You Vets, 
for your service.
 This issue of the 
Dreamcatcher contains 
an article about the 
trip a group of He Dog 
Elementary students 
made to the old Carlisle 
Indian Boarding School 
at Carlisle, Pennsylvania.  
It was a moving experi-
ence for the students 
who made the trip, as 
well as those of us who 
were privileged to hear 
their reports and feelings 
about the experience.
 I am pleased to 
see more student drum 
groups being formed in 

the schools, and appreci-
ate having them come 
and open the board 
meetings for us.
 I hope you and 
yours were able to gath-
er for Thanksgiving and 
enjoy the holiday.
 I want to extend 
to you my sincere thanks 
for each and every 
student, staff member, 
parent and community 
member for just being 
who you are, and being 
a part of our great Todd 

County School District 
Family.
 December is 
here already, and our 
students are practicing  
hard on their programs.  
Please attend.  They al-
ways look for you in the 
audience. 
 A Blessed Christ-
mas to one and all.
 
- Carol Galbraith
Superintendent of Schools
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Two Months in a Row!
Ms. Hogan and Mr. Mason’s Class wins the Attendance Trophy with 92%.  

Thank you, families and students, for coming to school every day!!

More Rosebud Family Night...

In the photo on the 
right, second year 

Todd County 
Teachers continue 
their study of the 

Responsive 
Classroom 
Approach.  

These strategies help 
teachers create a 

supportive, 
culturally responsive 

classroom 
environment, in 
which students 

can learn. 
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Rosebud’s Red Ribbon Walk...
 Rosebud Elementary’s Red Ribbon Walk mantra, “Drug 
Free, Drug Free!”  Thank you to Officer Bailey and Captain 
Crow Eagle for keeping us safe.  Together we CAN!
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Retirement of an Icon...
 Wells Fargo Customers, friends and relatives 
gathered November 14 to honor Kernit Grimshaw 
at the Mission branch of the banking system.
 Mr. Grimshaw had been manager of the 
bank for many years.  He began as a young man 
when the bank was Farmer’s State Bank, then 
Norwest, and now Wells Fargo. 
 As a sideline, Kernit is an ace photographer, 
spending most of his spare time following the Todd 
County School District Falcons teams.  He is also 
always at parent nights, and any other important 
TC event, when possible.
 The past few years, his photographs have 
been used on the annual district calendar and 
other publications.  Fortunately for the TCSD, he 
does not plan to retire any time soon from his love 
of photographing the accomplishments of the 
students. 
 Happy Retirement Kernit!   

Todd County School District Board of Education President Debra Boyd 
(right) and Vice President Linda Bordeaux presented retiring Mission, South 
Dakota Wells Fargo Bank Manager Kernit Grimshaw with a satin star quilt 

in Todd County Falcon colors.  



Todd County School District Dreamcatcher, NOVEMBER 2019 - Page 6

Gabe Red Kettle promotes traditional music at He Dog...
 Gabe Red Kettle is a 23-year-old 
Native of the Sicangu Lakota Tribe. 
He is a 2014 graduate of Todd County 
High School. His Lakota name is Heha-
ka Ho Waste which means “Good Voice 
Elk”. He has been singing since he was 
15 years old.  
 During the early part of the 
2018-2019 school year, it was deter-
mined that we would Indigenize our 
music class by offering Drum and 
Wicaglata Class.  We are thankful that 
Gabe answered our call to come help 
our young male relatives find their 
strength in singing and help promote 
Native American music through drum 
class. 
 Since being at He Dog the young 
male relatives involved with Drum 
Group have become more familiar 
with Lakota Veteran, Powwow and 
Ceremonial songs. Along with learning 
traditional songs, Gabe also teaches 
our male relatives how to conduct 
themselves, how to be a good relative, 
and how to compose themselves as 
singers.  He also  acknowledges others 
in a good way and models how to take 
care of and acknowledge the drum as 
a relative. 
 When asked how he liked work-
ing with our He Dog relatives, Red 
Kettle replied, “I enjoy teaching the 
students. They have an amazing at-
titude and don’t seem to ever get tired 
of singing, which is good for the Cante 
(Heart). The songs of our ancestors tell 
a story or have a teaching. Learning a 
song in Lakota helps understand and 
speak the language. This is the most 
important part of Drum Class, to help 
our young relatives understand and 
speak the Lakota Language. This helps 
them have an understanding and con-
nection with all that is living.”
 Gabe is also part of the powwow 
circuit as a Grass Dancer. He works 
with local elders and is learning the 

Lakota language and other traditional 
teachings from members of the Aske 
Gluwipi Tiospaye (They wrap their 
braids) in the community of Spring 
Creek. Everything he learns he passes 
onto the students he works with. 
 He Dog Drum Group was asked 
to lead the Cancer Awareness Walk on 
October 11, hosted by the CHR Pro-
gram. They were also invited to the 
Veterans Powwow at St. Francis Indian 
School on November 8. He Dog 5th-8th 
Grade Drum Class will start making 
their first recording. Gabe feels the 
most rewarding part of his job is see-
ing the interest of each class grow. 
 “They are so willing to keep 
learning and perform at local events,” 
he said.  “Most importantly, they are 
helping keep the Lakota language 
alive and spoken.”
 Gabe is doing an outstanding job 
with the young male relatives at He 
Dog when it comes to teaching them 
traditional songs and music. He is also 
a positive, sober male role model. He 
Dog is very fortunate to have him.
 Timpsila White is also helping 
at He Dog Elementary as a Wicagalata 
(Woman singer). She is working with 
our young female relatives and teach-
ing them to be back up singers. She is 
also teaching them the traditional role 
and protocol of female singers. 
 Timpsila White is a member the 
Iron Wood Singers Drum, and has been 
singing her whole life. She is also a 
Jingle Dress Dancer in the Powwow 
Circuit and has traveled world-wide 
performing. She is doing a awesome 
job with our young female relatives at 
He Dog.
 -Lynette White Hat, NISN Fellow
   He Dog Elementary

Gabe Red Kettle
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Cancer 
Awareness

Walk

He Dog Drum Group at
St. Francis Veteran’s Powwow

Timpsila White
Wicagalata (Woman Singer)
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He Dog, TC Elementary score Girls BB Tourney Trophies...
He Dog - A Team 

First Place

Okreek & Spring Creek

Rosebud & TCES
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B Team - First Place Trophy

St. Francis Invite - TCES First Place...

Left:
Back, from left - Breasius 

White Hat, Angelique Brown, 
Carmen Waukechon, Hattie 
Stone, Wicahpi Yellow Eagle, 

Jesia High Pipe, Trinity 
Bettelyoun. Olowanwin Fish.  

Front  - Coach Joey Valandra, 
Jewel Bordeaux, Dana 

Poignee, Madisyn Iyotte, Leah 
Carr, Lexis Witt, Coach 

Tom Guerue.  
Not present for photo - 

Amelia Dubray.

Below:
Back, from left - Lexis Witt, 
Bresaius White Hat, Hattie 

stone, Jesia High Pipe, Trinity 
Bettelyoun, Coach Joey 

Valandra.  Front - Madisyn 
Iyotte, Leah Carr, Olowanwin 
Fish, Wicahpi Yellow Eagle.

He Dog & Lakeview
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Students learn how to make MRE’s (Meals Ready to Eat)...
 Students in Mr. Langdeaux’s Achieve-
ment School Health Class, recently learned 
how to make Meals Ready to Eat.  These 
MRE’s are what the military uses. 
 Staff Sergeant Scott and Mr. Langdeaux 
explained what was in the meals and how to 
cook them.  Most of the food can last a long 
time and is packed with calories.  
 For the assignment, students were to 
list what they found in their menus, record 
the calories, and were encouraged to try the 
meals.  They got to take the remander of the 
food home.
 It is important to maintain a healthy 
diet, and these meals aren’t bad, unless one is 
exercising a lot.
 In the photo on upper left is Kiera 
Boneshirt, Kerianna Boneshirt and Markita 
Spottedf Calf.  
 Below left, Mr. Langdeaux observes 
Daivain Marshall examining his MRE.
 Below right, Staff Sergeant Scott ex-
plains how the heater works with water.
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 This past quarter, K-5 students in 
Health and Wellness class at Todd County 
Elementary School learned to stay alert and 
make safe choices when walking near traf-
fic.  All fifth grade students participated in 
the Pedestrian Safety Art Project, a great 
way to combine public health with art.  They 
were instructed to create a poster showing 
at least one pedestrian, at least one bicycle 
or vehicle, and to show at least two safety 
tips they learned.  
 Some of the tips shown in the artwork 
include: look left, right, and left before cross-
ing any street; walk on the left side of the 
street if there is no sidewalk, this allows you 
to move away from a car if needed; carry a 
flashlight and/or wear bright colors if walk-
ing late at night or early in the morning.
 Although only a few pieces were 
selected for this article, each student show-
cased a unique and creative work of art!  
3OHDVH�WDNH�D�ORRN�DW�VRPH�RI�RXU�ZL�Ky]DQL�
(health) artists at TCES.
    - Ms Catherine Mwai, teacher

TCES K-5ers 
learn Safety Tips

Dion - 5th Grade - Ms. Colvin’s Class 

Vincent
5th Grade

Ms. Colvin’s 
Class

Jimmy
5th Grade

Mr. Nelson’s Class

Devan
5th Grade

Mr. Nelson’s Class

Angelique  - 5th Grade - Ms. Johnson’s Class

Aaron - 5th Grade - Ms. Downing’s Class

Uri-jah - 4-5 Grade - Ms. Olson’s Class

Eli - 4-5 Grade - Ms. Olson’s Class

Owin - 5th Grade - Ms. Downing’s Class

Patresha - 5th Grade  - Ms. Johnson’s Class
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Okreek Halloween...
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Todd County Ex Ed Preschools observe Halloween..

 Todd County Ex Ed Preschools hosted a Spook-
tacular Family Night at the old South Gym, October 
24.
 The Preschool Staff set up a photo booth, art 
gallery, pumpkin patch and sensory bins.  Children 
could make trick-or-treat bags, win cupcakes from the 
cake walk and choose a RIF (Reading is Fundamental) 
book fromour National Honor Society Volunteers.
 Families had their photos taken and enjoyed 
chicken noodle soup, frybread and caramel apples.
 We had an awesome turnout with 78 people 
attending.  Thanks to all the families who came to our 
party!
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Thank You
NHS!
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 Sending our sincere gratitude and thanks to the numerous 
family members and friends who helped us pay tribute to and 
celebrate the life of Roger D. Allen – our Cherished Husband, Fa-
ther, Brother, Son, Teacher, Church Leader and Friend.
 We appreciate all the love, prayers, your innumerable acts of 
kindness and service, your generosity, and support.
 Thank you for hosting our family members, feeding us, 
sharing music and memories, and bringing us comfort and peace.  
Some things were brought anonymously, we are most grateful!
 We thank you from the depths of our hearts, and pray that 
the Lord will bless you for your goodness!
     - The Family

 We’ll miss him – that quiet, friendly, professional man.  
When you met him, his gentle nature and personality immedi-
ately told you he was a genuine human being.
 Roger Allen was a carpenter, minister, Scout Master, 
and beloved teacher, coach, and a bus driver for the children 
of the Todd County School District.  But most of all, he was a 
dedicated, loving husband and father to his 11 children.
 Roger and Michelle Allen came to the Rosebud Reserva-
tion in 1991.  They found it to be a beautiful, inviting place to 
live, and work for an accomplished carpenter was plentiful.   
Roger was a perfectionist with his work, so he was never idle.  
 The couple enrolled their children in Todd County 
Schools, and eventually Roger joined the staff of the District.  
He then completed his teaching certificate and taught math at 
Middle School for a time.  He was called upon at many District 
events to give the blessing. 
 In 2015, he became a  carpentry instructor for Todd 
County Schools.  He also drove bus routes, morning and night.  
The students all loved Mr. Allen.  He also continued in his 
carpentry business,  as well as traveling over the state mowing 
lawns, as long as the season permitted.
 Roger and Michelle’s children continued to graduate 
from Todd County High School, with the three youngest now 
still attending.  Michelle now teaches nursing at Sinte Gleska 
University.  
 At times such as this, it is easy to ask , “Why?”  
 All I can say to that is, “If anyone was ever ready to go 
home to the Father, it was Roger Donald Allen.  

...In Memory of Roger Donald Allen..
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TC Middle School Family Night offers family photo opps... 
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He Dog Students learn first-hand of Carlisle History...
 October 27-30, 13 
young relatives and staff 
from He Dog Elementary 
visited the Carlisle Indian 
School at Carlisle, Penn-
sylvania. Carlisle was one 
of the first Native Ameri-
can Boarding Schools. 
 This school was 
founded in 1879 by Army 
General Richard Henry 
Pratt. His motto was “Kill 
the Indian and save the 
man.” 
  The school was 
designed to mainstream 
Native American students 
into white society. Strip-
ping them of their identity 
as Native Americans, they 
were forbidden to speak 
their language, their hair 
was cut and personal 

belongings either sold or 
burned.  
 The unit taught at 
He Dog emphasized the 
historical trauma with 
Native American students. 
Many Sicangu Lakota 
students were the first to 
be sent to Carlisle Indian 
School in 1879. 
 The 12 relatives 
making this trip were 
Dinesa Black Horse, 
Dustin Blacksmith, Jor-
danna Diver, Ethan Waln, 
Jaci Cortier, Christian 
Points At Him, Peyton 
Leroy, Steven Jack, Hunter 
Burbank, Ashton Little 
Thunder, Aduante Wilson 
and Cody Clairmont. The 
chaperones were Vikki 
Eagle Bear, Lynette White 

Hat, Lydia Yellow Hawk, 
Valeria Wicker and Bob 
Beauchman.
 In the planning 
of this trip, traditional 
protocol and preparation 
was adhered to for our He 
Dog relatives to have a 
successful trip. 
 Upon arrival in 
Pennsylvania, the He Dog 
relatives met with Barb 
Landis of the Cumberland 
Historical Society, who 
provided a Powerpoint 
presentation on the his-
tory of Carlisle Indian 
School. They also received 
a copy of the list of the 
first to arrive at Carlisle 
from Rosebud. It con-
sisted of 48 names, with 
the youngest being seven 
years old. They all arrived 
on October 6, 1879. 
 One map showed 
an area of Pennsylva-
nia and surrounding 
states that had shaded 
circles with numbers in 
them. These represented 
places known as “Out-
ings,” where children 

from Carlisle were sent to 
work on farms for a small 
wage. The number repre-
sented how many went. 
This ranged from four to 
1,400. 
 When asked what 
happened to the students 
when they passed away, 
were they sent back to the 
school and was it docu-
mented, presenter Jim Ge-
rencser replied, “No, I’m 
sure the school was noti-
fied but they were buried 
where they died.”
 This sent chills 
down my spine, because 
that confirms that many 
died elsewhere across 
those states and are un-
documented. These are 
many more relatives that 
will never make it home.
 After the presen-
tation, He Dog relatives 
went to Dickinson Col-
lege to do research at the 
digital research center. 
Presenter Jim Gerencser 
walked them through the 
site, explaining how to 
access information. He ac-

cessed Friend Hollow Horn 
Bear’s information, which 
showed that this relative 
died on campus and was 
buried on the grounds. 
When asked why the 
relatives could not come 
home when they passed 
away the presenter an-
swered, “It all came down 
to money and whether 
or not the families could 
come and get them. A lot 
of them couldn’t so they 
were buried here.” 
 He Dog Principal 
Vikki Eagle Bear asked 
them to bring up her an-
cestor, Edward Eagle Bear. 
His information showed 
that he ran away three 
times.  Edward returned to 
Sicangu country and be-
gan applying his trade by 
building bridges here and 
there on the reservation.  
 One relative that 
stood out was Thomas 
Marshall, an Oglala La-
kota boy who attended 
Carlisle.  He graduated 
from Carlisle and after 
five years went back to 
protest what was happen-
ing at the school, then 
committed suicide on the 
campus. 
 On the third day 

Below - the Carlisle, Pennsylvania 
Indian Boarding School teachers quarters...

The Jail...

The first Native to die at 
Carlisle...
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in Pennsylvania, He Dog 
relatives went on a full 
tour of what’s left of the 
school. They also went to 
see the cemetery which 
holds the remains of our 
ancestors. They gave 
offerings of wasna and 
candy. Ethan Waln and 
Hunter Burbank sang 
two prayer songs and 
Dinesa Black Horse sang 
a song that she composed 
for them. We smudged, 
prayed and called our 
spirits back before leav-
ing. 
 Our relatives that 
died there never had a 
choice.  They never had 
a voice. When they left 
their families on that day 
in October of 1879, little 
did they know they would 
never return. They would 
never see their families 
and relatives again. They 
were entering an insti-
tution of learning that 
would mark a dark side of 
history with education for 
indigenous people. 
 Principal Eagle 
Bear said, “It’s important 
for our He Dog relatives 
to learn about the truth 
in their history to see the 
evolution of our people.  
It’s also important for 
them to realize the resil-
ience, perseverance, and 
strength that our people 
have.  This institution was 
designed to ‘kill the Indian 
and save the man,’ yet 
here were 12 Lakota stu-
dents from He Dog School 
standing in the same spots 
that their ancestors stood 
140 years ago.  These 
same 12 Lakota students 
are learning about identi-
ty, language and culture.”  
 As Native Ameri-
can people, we didn’t 
always have a good hand-
shake with government 
policy. Things didn’t al-

ways come easy to us and 
this is why we see the cy-
cles and effects of it today 
- the poverty, the shame, 
the addiction. However we 
are strong people. We are 
resilient, it’s in our DNA to 
persevere the challenges 
that stand in our way and 
we have.
 To stand where our 
relatives once stood was 
an amazing experience. 
Letting them know that we 
didn’t forget about them 
and being able to pray 
with and for them, to sing 
for them was incredible. 
We’ll never forget.
 Our babies are still 
there and many people 
with the Rosebud Sioux 
Tribe and other Tribes 
are working to bring their 
remains home. We know 
they are waiting. They will 
come home.
 As part of this ex-
periential learning jour-

ney, our He Dog relatives 
are working on individual 
projects, centered around 
their trip to Carlisle In-
dian School.  
 - Lynette White Hat

Inside the jail...

Friend  - the first Sioux to die at Carlisle...

Jail doors...
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These He Dog Students, some of those who made the trip to Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania, thanked the TC Board of Education at its November 25 
meeting  for allowing them to go, and shared some of their feelings 

about the experience.  Here are a few of them:

“Just visiting the Carlisle Indian School made me sad and mad at the 
same time.  I was sad that our people had to go through that.  I was 

mad ‘cause just seeing the campus still up and running, and turning it 
into an Army War College, in my opinion, I did not like.”

____________________

“Carlisle Indian Boarding School was emotional, fun, and educational, 
and if I had the chance to go back I would, because it was a great 

experience.  I look forward to doing some deep research about 
Carlisle Indian School now, because it is very interesting and I want to 

learn more about my ancestors.”
______________________

“Our trip was very interesting.  For one thing, half of us went through 
Chicago and the other half through Texas!  

 When we went to the burial sites at Carlisle, I felt bad for all 
the kids that never made it home.  It’s sad that the school took kids 

away, knowing they wouldn’t make it home.  My hope is to bring all of 
our relatives home.”

 - Jordanna
_________________________

“When we sent to Carlisle, Pennsylvania, we learned that the kids were 
taken at a very young age, and also that they never got to go back 

home.  I also learned that the teachers sent kids on ‘outings’  to work 
on farms.  Some of them died and have been unknown ever since. 

 I got introduced to an interesting site called Carlisle Indian 
School Digital Resource Center.  I also saw one of my ancestors there.  

His name is Edward Eagle Bear.  I also saw another ancestor there, 
and his name was Friend Hollow Horn Bear.

 We went to Carlisle to learn about the first boarding school 
ever.  The idea of the school was to ‘kill the Indian, save the man,’ but 

that obviously didn’t work, because we’re still here!”
 - Hunter 

Indian Boarding Schools were founded to eliminate traditional American In-
dian ways of life and replace them with mainstream American culture.  The 

goal of Carlisle was to strip all vestiges of Indian culture from the 
Indian students.  They were to speak only English, dress in the American 

style, eat American foods, worship the Christian gods, and live in 
American- style houses.
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TCSD Board receives award for 
Dedicated Participation...

From left - TCSD Board Member Shelley Means, Board Vice President 
Linda Bordeaux, and President Debra Bordeaux received awards 

from the Associated School Boards of South Dakota.  Not present for 
the photo were Members Michelle Allen and Tim Cournoyer.

 Members of the Todd 
County School Board were pre-
sented their Gold Level Award 
for their participation in the 
Associated School Boards of 
South Dakota’s Board Rec-
ognition Program - ALL (Act, 
Learn, Lead).
 ASBSD Executive Di-
rector Dr. Wade Pogany pre-
sented the award, which they 
earned for their ‘dedicated 
participation in activities, 
board development and train-
ing, and demonstrated lead-
ership at various areas and 
levels throughout the 2018-19 
school year.’
 In addition, Board Mem-
ber Linda Bordeaux received 
a plaque commemorating her 
service on the ASBSD Board of 
Directors 
 In the third year of the 
ALL Program, more than one-
third of the total number of 
public school boards in South 
Dakota earned an award.

 “The Todd County 
School Board used the previ-
ous school year to broaden 
their knowledge of school 
board work,” Dr. Pogany said.  
“The students and staff of 
their district, as well as their 
community, will undoubt-
edly benefit from the school 
board’s commitment.”
 ASBSD is a private, 
non-profit association, repre-
senting more than 850 South 
Dakota school board mem-
bers, the 149 school districts 
they govern, and the students 
they serve.

Catch of the Day!
Todd County Middle School Assistant Principal Chris Mosner (the up-
side-down shark here) was proudly displayed by Todd County Alumni 
and recent Indian National Finals Rodeo Steer Wrestling Finalist TJ 

Heinert, along with ace fishermen Paraprofessional Batiste Provencial 
and Teacher Jason Reinders.

Great Halloween get-up Mr. Mosner!
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He Dog Elementary honors Veterans...
 He Dog’s annual Veteran’s Day Honoring Celebration was 
held November 6, with lunch served to all veterans and families.  
The program followed, with the Pine Ridge ROTC conducting 
drills, and He Dog students gave a musical presentation honoring 
the veterans.
 A segment of the Lakota Warriors (right) led the Grand 
Entry.  Also present were members of the Chauncey Eagle Horn 
American Legion Post. 
 Veteran’s Day Honoring Committee Members were: Bob 
Beauchman, June Elk Looks Back, Ed Murray and Ira High Pipe.
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He Dog Elementary Drum Group

1st Sargeant Richard Banks, his wife, and their constant com-
panion brought the Pine Ridge R.O.T.C. Cadets to the He Dog 

Veterans Honoring.

He Dog Paraprofessional and Veteran Ed Murray, from a long line of Veter-
ans.  “A lifelong supporter of He Dog School - 40 years and not nearly ready 

to give it up,” said daughter Steph.
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Pine Ridge R.O.T.C. Members Espy Dixon, Brad Dupris Jr., Joy New Holy, 
Dallas Metcalf, Tatumn Sitting Holy, Shawnna Ward.

Bob Beauchman, Veteran and Committee 
Member

Wanda Cournoyer accepts a quilt in 
honor of a loved one.

He Dog Security Ira High PIpe with Veteran Jim 
Neiss.

Chauncey Eagle Horn Legion Post Reps
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Each class sang a song for the Veteran’s - Music Instructor Heidi Olson played taps to conclude the program.

Leonard Two Eagle
Elizabeth Hardy

Paul HardyJim Herman
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TCSD Board hears He Dog report on Carlisle visit, 
maintenance & Transportation issues...

Gabe Red Kettle and the He Dog Elementary Drum Group opened the November 25 
TCSD Board Meeting with the Flag Song, Honor Song, and Prayer Song.

 MISSION – Todd 
County School District’s 
Board of Education met 
in regular session on 
Monday, November 25 at 
the District Curriculum 
Center.
 Board President 
Debra Boyd called for 
a moment of silence in 
memory of Roger Allen, 
High School Teacher, Bus 
Driver and husband of 
Board Member Michelle 
Allen.  Mr. Allen lost his 
life in an auto accident 
on November 12.
 Gabe Red Kettle 
and the He Dog Drum 
Group performed the 
Flag Song, Honoring 
Song, and Prayer Song.
 He Dog Principal 
Vikki Eagle Bear gave a 

report on a trip that 12 
He Dog Students and four 
chaperones made to the 
old Carlisle Indian Board-
ing School at Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania. The report 
was emotional both for 
the presenters and those 
hearing it. 
 Brad Bartling, Di-
rector of Transportation 
&  Maintenance  reported 
on issues at some of the 
District’s schools – a lot of 
sewer issues, a soil survey 
at He Dog, water heater 
needed at one of the 
Rosebud trailers.  He said 
the new Okreek School 
is “up and running” and 
plans are being made to 
tear down the old school.  
Some gravel is needed in 
the front parking lot of 

the new facility.
 Head Mechanic Jim 
Williams said the challeng-
es in that department are 
the same as every year – 
staffing problems mostly, 
doubling routes.  He said 
the biggest issue is getting 
drivers for the country 
schools.  Lakeview has no 
busses, Spring Creek has 
no drivers, Rosebud is one 
driver short.  Okreek is 
short a Suburban, He Dog 
has only one.  There are 
at least six or seven driv-
ers short districtwide.
 Williams said most 
of the trouble in getting 
drivers is that it consti-
tutes a lifestyle change 
for a lot of people, and 
they don’t want to give up 
some things to have a job.

 He mentioned that 
another big challenge will 
be LNI (Lakota Nation In-
vitational) when 15 to 20 
vehicles of the TCSD fleet 
will be sent to Rapid City 
for the event.
 Bidding is out for a 
new bus.
 Board Member Tim 
Cournoyer reported on his 
visit to the Legislative Ses-
sion in Pierre.
 The next regu-

lar meeting on the Todd 
County School Board will 
be Monday, December 16, 
6 p.m., Lakeview School.  
This is one of two meet-
ings held annually, in 
which tribal members and 
parents of Indian children 
can comment on the edu-
cation being received in 
Todd County Schools.   
The public is invited and 
encouraged to attend. 

Students making the Carlisle trip created this image 
of the boarding school and some of the things they 

learned about it.

This is a replica of the track at the boarding school.
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The Power of a Name...
 Sometimes I wonder if we 
stop to think about the power of 
names. Some of us got ‘saddled’ 
with a family name or ‘branded’ 
with one we don’t like. When 
asked, most parents have a rea-
son for the name they bestowed 
on their child. I know the story 
behind my name selection, and 
that history makes me appreciate 
my name more. 
 We all know how names 
can be used endearingly and 
warningly; we’ve experienced the 
tender nighttime whisper as Mom 
says, “Good night,” and the terror 
when Mom says first, middle, and 
last name. We hear the news use 

the full names of criminals, yet 
rarely do they share the middle 
name of someone caught ‘doing 
good.’ 
 Here is a template to 
use to write about who you are, 
where you come from, and where 
you are going… by starting with 
your name. You don’t have to fol-
low it exactly, as you’ll see in my 
example, but try to address each 
line in your poem/story. I re-
ceived this from Ms. Sully, so her 
poem is included as well. The sec-
ond to last line is decision time. If 
it were possible, would you keep 
your name or change it?*

MY NAME

My name is…
People call me…

People also call me…
That makes me feel…
My mother’s name is…
My sister’s name is…

Those are still…names
I…my name.

I want a name that sounds like…
I want a name that is…

I once…
I once…
I love…

I once dreamed…
I like to go to…

I dream of…
I do not want to be…
I do not want to be…
I do not want to be…

I (don’t)* want to be… and…
I will be…

MY NAME:
My madre gave me my name

My dad wanted to name me Siria
Because that is my mom’s name

Kathlyn is a good name
Victoria is a normal name

Navil is my name.
There are four people in El Paso with my name

But I am named after the “sweet novella” character
My name is Navil

People call me Navi
People also call mija

That makes me feel like fluttering butterfly wings.
My mother’s name is Selene
My sister’s name is Venecia
Those are still weird names

I dislike my name.
I want a name that sounds like heels and perfume

I want a name that is fierce yet soft
I once didn’t sleep for three days so maybe my name should be, “Out like a 

light.”
I once climbed three pyramids so maybe my name should be, “Adventurous.”

I love being a mom so maybe my name should be, “Love you forever.”
I learned to ride quads so maybe my name should be, “Too lazy to walk.”

I once dreamed I had a mansion so maybe my name should be, “Shouldn’t be 
a teacher.”

I like to go to Cancun so maybe my name should be, “Tall Mayan.”
I dream of pizza so maybe my name should be, “Not quite Italian.”

I do not want to be Luisa
I do not want to be Kenya
I do not want to be Siria

I don’t want to be Navil, and…
I will be adventurous, insightful, and kind!

 - NAVIL SULLY
_____________________

MY NAME
My name is Mary Lu.

People call me Ms. Rich.
People also call me Mary.

That makes me feel uncomfortable.
My mother’s name is Ginger.

My sister’s name is Kathy.
Those are still semi-ordinary names.

I like my name, most days.
I want a name that sounds like a creative and powerful woman.

I want a name that is as unique as I am.
I once tasted vanilla for baking. Never again!

I once sat on top of a mountain with my dog and my parents.
I love my students, my family, and other people’s fuzzy creatures.

I once dreamed of being an astronaut and meeting alien races.
I like to go to new places and see new cultures.

I dream of a day when love and kindness are the daily reality, not just 
random acts.

I do not want to be in the spotlight.
I do not want to be alone forever.

I do not want to be a person who delights in the failure and pain of others.
I don’t want to be critical and unforgiving.

I will be the best me I can be.
 - MARY LU RICH

THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE DREAMCATCHER WILL CONTAIN SOME OF THE 
RESPONSE TO THIS SUBJECT BY STUDENTS IN MS. RICH’S ENGLISH CLASS.
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December Menus...
Breakfast:

All breakfast menus include choice of low fat unflavored or fat free 
chocolate milk, fruit and 100% juice.

December 9 - French toast, sausage patty
December 10 - Breakfast pizza
December 11  - Oatmeal, wg toast
December 12 - Banana bread
December 13 - NO SCHOOL - INSERVICE

December 16 - Cold cereal, wg toast
December 17 - Pancakes, sausage patty
December 18 - Cream of Wheat, wg toast

- DECEMBER 19 - JANUARY 6, 2020 - NO SCHOOL - 
CHRISTMAS BREAK

January 6 - WG muffin
January 7 - Omelet, wg toast
January 8 - Oatmeal, wg toast
January 9 - Cinnamon rolls
January 10 - Cold Cereal, wg toast

Lunch...
All meals include choice of low fat unflavored or fat free chocolate 

milk.

December  9 - Sloppy Joes/wg bun, tator tots, mixed vegetables,  
 kiwi
December 10  - Chicken wrap, broccoli buds/baby carrots, 
 applesauce
December 11 - Steak fingers, mashed potatoes/lf (low fat) 
 gravy, corn, wg roll, pears
December 12 - Grilled cheese, tomato soup, celery 
 sticks/lf ranch,  peaches
December 13 - Cheeseburger Mac, corn, baked beans, orange  
 wedges

December 16 - Corn dog, baked beans, French fries, apple 
 wedges
December 17 - Chili, baby carrots, celery sticks, cinnamon roll,  
 orange wedges
December 18 - Soft taco, refried beans, cookie, pears

- DECEMBER 19, 2019 - JANUARY 6, 2020 - NO SCHOOL -
CHRISTMAS BREAK

January 6 - Crispitos, Refried beans, corn, pineapple
January 7 - Hot dog on wg bun, French fries, baked beans,  
 corn, pineapple
January 8 - Chicken nuggets, rice pilaf, green beans, wg roll,  
 fruit cocktail
January 9 - Pulled pork/wg bun, tator tots, corn, apples
January 10 - Beef vegetable soup, celery/lf dip, cornbread, pears

- We are an equal opportunity provider -
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BOARD OF EDUCATION...
Debra Boyd, President..............................................................................828-2366
Linda Bordeaux, Vice-President..............................................................828-1437
Michelle Allen, Member............................................................................319-0532
Shelley Means, Member............................................................................319-0808
Tim Cournoyer Sr., Member....................................................................840-1215

SUPERINTENDENT’S OFFICE/BUSINESS OFFICE...
Carol Galbraith, Superintendent
Chad Blotsky, Business Manager
Kendra Fernen, Receptionist..................................................................856-3501
Penny Herman, Secretary....................................................856-3501, ext. 2117
CURRICULUM CENTER...
Jane Shelbourn, Federal Programs Director
Wayne Frederick, Family & Community Engagement Coordinator
Bryan Burnette, Dean of Students
Wanda Prue, Secretary..........................................................856-3502, ext. 2113

PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT...
Richard Medema, Human Resource Director.................856-3501, ext. 2105
PAYROLL DEPARTMENT...
Alice Hansen, Payroll Clerk................................................856-3501, ext. 2108
Barb Seidschlaw, Clerk.............................................................................ext. 2109
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE...
Judy Medearis.........................................................................856-3501, ext. 2107

EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION...
Anna LaDeaux, Director
Timolin Murray-Young, Secretary.....................................856-3513, ext. 2411

TRANSPORTATION & MAINTENANCE...
Brad Bartling, Director
Gwenda Jackson, Secretary.................................................856-3509, ext. 2801

HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE...
Randy Pirner, Principal
Mike Hammer, Assistant Principal
Connie Browning, Secretary................................................856-3503, ext. 2202
ATHLETICS/ACTIVITIES...
Chuck Wilson, Director........................................................856-3503, ext. 2210

MIDDLE SCHOOL... 
Dana Haukaas, Principal
Chris Mosner, Assistant Principal
Sandy Assman, Secretary....................................................856-3504, ext. 2303

GUIDANCE & COUNSELING...
Valerie Larvie, Guidance Secretary...................................856-3503, ext. 2203
Barry Bailey, High School........................................................................856-3503
Becky Heath, TCES....................................................................................856-3506
Carrie Reinders, Rosebud.........................................................................747-2411
Mary Nylander, Spring Creek..................................................................747-2541
Beth Burnette, Middle School..............................................856-3504, ext. 2314
Jennifer Kornely, Middle School............................................................ext. 2315
Rosebud Brushbreaker, Elementary Schools.....................................ext. 2504
Sunni Busch, Transitional Counselor...................................................ext. 2225
Gwen Wenig, High School........................................................................ext. 2213

Todd County School District Staff Directory...

FAMILY SERVICE WORKERS...
Nancy Kornely, Resource Center.............................................856-3505, ext. 2425
Beckey Eddie Moosman, Middle School.................................856-3504, ext. 2313

HE DOG SCHOOL...
Vikki Eagle Bear, Principal 
Mni White Lance, Secretary............................................................................747-2438
KLEIN SCHOOL...
Teana Guerue, Principal
Jan Epke, Head Teacher...................................................................................378-3854
LAKEVIEW SCHOOL...
Roberta Bizardie, Principal
Dakota Walkling, Head Teacher....................................................................429-3339
LITTLEBURG SCHOOL...
Teana Guerue, Principal..................................................................................856-3506
Cindy Bachelor, Head Teacher.......................................................................378-3881
OKREEK SCHOOL...
Teana Guerue, Principal..................................................................................856-3507
ROSEBUD ELEMENTARY...
Marlys Walkling, Principal
Beth Hogan, Secretary......................................................................................747-2411
SPRING CREEK SCHOOL...
Roberta Bizardie, Principal 
Betty Sokol, Secretary......................................................................................747-2541

TODD COUNTY ELEMENTARY...
Bobbie Cox, Principal
Jody Jackson, Assistant Principal
Shanice Lewis, Secretary.................................................................................856-3506

WANBLI WICONI TIPI...
TC ACHIEVEMENT SCHOOL...
Teana Guerue, Principal
Marie Reagle, Secretary...................................................................................856-3544

DISTRICT-WIDE HEALTH...
DeAnn Eastman-Jansen, Director of Nursing............................................856-3504
Roxanne Redday, TC Elementary LPN........................................................856-3506
Donna Winters, Disrictwide LPN...............................................856-3503, ext. 2217

FOOD SERVICE...
Robyn Pyner, Director.................................................................856-3514, ext. 2705

PUBLIC RELATIONS & DREAMCATCHER EDITOR...
Phyllis Littau.......................................................................................................856-3530
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 Todd County School District
               P. O. Box 87
        Mission, SD 57555  

Dreamcatcher

A Historical Trip 
to Carlisle...

These 12 He Dog Elementary Students, along with their chaperones, recently made the journey to the former Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania Indian Boarding School.  Read about their trip and its historical significance, 

beginning on Page 20 inside.  


