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From the Desk of Principal Allen
We are off to a blazing start in the second semester at Sullivan Elementary
School!
Students are quickly acclimating to the changes we have
implemented throughout this year. Many enjoy the enrichment opportunities
resulting from our new RtI process. Teachers continue to effectively put
iPads to use, providing students with educational opportunities that did not
previously exist.
Programs such as Nearpod and Readworks allow for teachers to get
Sullivan High School
immediate feedback from lessons that have embedded assessments. The
teachers can then use that data to determine how well students are grasping
the presented material and adjust the lesson as needed. Other programs
used, such as NoRedInk, allow for customization of lessons based on
individual interests and needs. Teachers have been very diligent in their
efforts to ensure that students are using the iPads to supplement instruction,
not as a replacement for instruction.
Students also got to enjoy an assembly performed by the world famous
Harlem Wizards basketball team. Students were highly engaged and it
produced a great deal of excitement surrounding the basketball game that
was supposed to take place between the Wizards and Sullivan
representatives. The team brought a great message to the students about
character, teamwork, sportsmanship, healthy eating, and fitness. The game
had to be rescheduled due to the threat of inclement weather
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opportunity to know what they need to emphasize within the
subjects they teach.
Teachers at SES continue to work tirelessly to provide the students with
the best possible learning experience at our school. It is truly a joy to walk
the halls and see students engaged with teachers, aides, and the wonderful
volunteers who sacrifice their valuable free time to help our children succeed.
Parents can help aid in this process by simply getting students to school
every day on time. Every minute is precious during the school day.
I would be remiss if I did not mention the tremendous job the rest of our
staff is doing at the elementary school. Our aides, custodians, secretary,
nurse, and other office staff often work behind the scenes performing tasks
which are invaluable to the functioning of our building. Their efforts are
greatly appreciated and school does not happen without them!
Lastly, students of SES continue to impress. On a daily basis one can see
students helping each other out, complimenting each other, and working
hard in the classroom to learn. As we always encourage them to remember,
“be safe, be responsible, be respectful, be here and be ready.

Winchester Phelps (pictured on the left above) was elected to the
position of District Vice President for Student Council. He will
represent Sullivan High School and the Eastern Illinois District
Associations of Student Council for the next year at all district
meetings and at the state convention in May at Lombard. The high
school student council is working to become more active at the
district level with advisor Mrs. Kirby. Photo provided by Mrs. Kirby.

Members of NEHS are thrilled to be a part of a Pen Pal program with Mrs. Hendry and Mrs.
Lehman's classes at SES. Members of NEHS and the SES exchange letters weekly and discuss
anything from their favorite animals, how many siblings they have, what their favorite food is,
and if they are a Cubs or Cardinals fan. At the end of the school year, both groups will come
together to officially meet their pen pal. This is the first year NEHS is running the Pen Pal
program, and the club has more than 50 pals! It's a great way for the high school and
elementary students to connect while practicing and modeling writing skills. Photo provided by
Cami Badman, SHS English teacher.

Mrs. Badman's senior AP
Language and Composition
class, pictured in the top two
photos, had the privilege of
hearing from three former
students (pictured from left to
right:
Emily
Stutzman,
Danielle Tingey, and Summer
McClain). This visit served as
a question and answer session
for both the former and
current students regarding
topics such as: what to expect
in the last semester of high
school, college readiness,
what professors are like in
college, the importance of
letters of recommendation,
etc. All parties were involved
in quality conversation, and
the current seniors were
engaged as they listened to
what these three former
students had to share with
them.
Photos taken and
provided by Cami Badman,
AP English teacher.

Welcome Back,
Students and Happy
New Year!

SHS Welcomes Students Back With Tech-Day and
Read-A-Thon
T
E
C
H
D
A
Y

2
0
1
7

Seniors graduated from the “School of Hard Knocks” (left) by
working together and problem solving to unlock clues which helped
them get into cases to retrieve their Hard Knocks GED. Freshmen,
sophomores and juniors (right) participated in Tech Day activities.
Photos by Erik Young.

Submitted by Media Specialist Annie McClellan
Sullivan High School students stepped into the new
year with new technology training. Freshmen through
juniors attended workshops to learn more about how to
use their iPads effectively. They had 12 different sessions
to choose from including “How to Stay Organized with
their iPads,” “Creating Music with Garage Band,”
Internet Searching Tips,” and “ iPad Tips and Tricks.”
The students each picked six of the lessons to attend.
High school teachers created the curriculum, and
students rotated to their lessons throughout the morning.
Even though the seniors do not have iPads, they were
still learning real-world skills. They went to a variety of
team-building activities and met with their counselor to
help prepare them for their futures. One of the sessions
had seniors solving a series of puzzles as a team to
unlock clues in the School of Hard Knocks.
In the afternoon, every student in the building was
reading. They were all part of an online community
discussing their books. Students had the option of taking
a break from reading by responding to an online question
or reading through their classmates’ responses. Students
discussed a variety of fun topics: what their main
characters’ new year’s resolutions would be, who would
play their main character in a movie, what the
antagonist’s super villain name would be, etc. At the
end, students were even posting their own questions to
which classmates responded.
During the read-a-thon, students were treated to
popcorn. They could also earn candy by answering
book-related trivia questions. The purpose of these
opening day activities was to start the semester off in a
positive, educational, and fun direction.

Photos taken and submitted by Erik Young

2016 – 2017 SMS Yearbooks Are
On Sale Now!
Order forms are located on the bulletin board
in the main hallway of Sullivan Middle
School.
Order forms and $20 should be turned into Mrs.
Wright,
or you may order online at
www.jostensyearbooks.com

Pictured above, the SES Gold Slip winners for the
months of November and December posed for this
awesome picture. From left to right: Mitchell Hooten,
Rhett Lehman (standing), Roman Miller, Ava Eckert,
Luke Waelde, Abagail Dean, Mae Dawkins, Lillian
Moxley, and Aiden Burgess. Not pictured are Kolton
Wiley and Malaysia Haywood.
Gold slips are awarded to students who go above and
beyond expectations inside and outside the classroom.
During recess, while things were hectic, Rhett Lehman
stopped in middle of his game to help a student pick up
her math fact cards that had fallen all over the area.
Roman Miller was putting forth his best effort in the
classroom. Luke Waelde is a leader in the classroom and
sets an example around the school by following
expectations and being respectful at all times. Aiden
Burgess, Abagail Dean, Lillian Moxley, Kolton Wiley,
Mitchell Hooten, Mae Dawkins, Malaysia Haywood, and
Ava Eckert all helped clean up the cafeteria after second
and third grade lunch all of first semester.

The Wizards game has been rescheduled for
Wednesday, February 15th at 7 pm. Doors will open
at 6 p. m. The current tickets for the January 14th
game will still be valid so people will NOT need to
get new tickets if they already have them.

In a project inspired by Starbucks, students were
asked to create a holiday and/or winter-inspired coffee
cup. This was assigned at the end of first semester to
introduce a unit in Art class that involved
marketing/graphic design and creative product
packaging. Students in Art I-Art III were required to
submit a piece and Honors Art students were
encouraged to participate as well. Art teacher Jaclyn
Lindberg graded over 100 entries and narrowed them
down to the top 10. Her criteria in choosing these
involved neatness, level of completion, and
creativity/originality of idea.
The top 10 were then judged by the rest of the SHS
faculty and narrowed down to a 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place.
The first place winner was Aspen Bridges, and she will
receive a $10 gift card to Starbucks. Second place
honorable mention goes to a duo, Minnie and Morgan
Miller who collaborated on their cup. Third place
honorable mention went to Chloe Riley.
Lindberg said, “I was impressed with all of the
entries. We have some very talented and creative art
students at the high school!”

Sullivan Schools Celebrates Students Who
Met or Exceeded On PARCC Tests
January 10, 2017, Sullivan Schools held a celebratory reception
for middle school and high school students who scored a Level
4 (meets expectations) or Level 5 (exceeds expectations) on last
year’s PARCC assessment!
Students and parents were treated to cookies and punch, and
awarded a certificate. Students and their families were then
admitted free to the boys’ basketball game. Students were also
recognized during halftime of the varsity game. Great job!

The Sullivan High School Commons recently got a bit of a makeover when
Senior SHS Student Alex Menke completed this beautiful mural as part of
his Eagle Scout project. This mural now hangs in the Sullivan High School
Commons on the far West wall. Photo provided by Erik Young.
Davin Nolen, a junior at Sullivan
High School, learned some crazy,
awesome tricks to add to his
basketball skills from the Harlem
Wizards when they came to
Sullivan High School January 10th
as a preview for their game on the
14th. Photos by Brynna Sentel.

SHS junior
Chloe
Riley,
pictured left tries
to outreach one
of the Harlem
Wizards players.
Photo by Brynna
Sentel.

Weather-Related Information… Should the Snow Impede Travel
Sullivan School District will be utilizing a two-hour delayed start time when
adverse weather conditions require us to do so. This would most often be used
during extreme cold or when weather has caused poor driving conditions early in
the morning, but then clear off within a couple of hours.
On these delayed start days, we will simply start school 2 hours later (SES 10:00,
SMS/SHS 10:14). This means that buses will run two hours later.
Parents will be notified through our Skyward “all call” system and local television
stations. Breakfast will not be served.
Morning Early Childhood and Project HELP classes will not be in session.
Dismissal times will remain the same.
To assist parents with morning obligations, the West entrance to SES will open at
8:00, with supervision available for elementary students in the SES Gym. The Main
Entrance to SHS will also open at 8:00, with supervision available for middle and
high school students in the SHS Gym.

Congratulations to Sullivan High School’s Scholastic Bowl
Team for Winning the Central Illinois Conference. Pictured
below, team members include: Katie Webb, Lindsay Jones,
Grace Mauck, Luke DeLong, Justus Ramsey, Parker Whitaker,
and Atticus Harris. In the back row from left to right: Coach
Ben Richter, Trevor Elder, Spencer Johnson, and Brendan Rau.
Photo provided by Ben Richter

From the SHS
Counseling Center
Arena Scheduling
Open & Close Dates for each Grade
Incoming juniors:
Open Date and Time: Monday, January 23 at 6:00
a.m.
Close Date and Time: Thursday, January 26 at
11:59 p.m.
SHS Media Center Lab open Monday from 6:00
a.m.-8:00 a.m.

Incoming sophomores:
Open Date and Time: Monday, January 30 at 6:00
a.m.
Close Date and Time: Thursday, February 2 at
11:59 p.m.
SHS Media Center Lab open Monday from 6:00
a.m.-8:00 a.m

Incoming freshmen:
Open Date and Time: Monday, February 6 at 6:00
a.m.
Close Date and Time: Thursday, February 9 at
11:59 p.m.
SHS Media Center Lab open Monday from 6:00
a.m.-8:00 a.m
Students may utilize the MC Computer Lab on
Mondays from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. to complete
their schedules online. They may only use the
Monday associated with their grade level
The week of future scheduling for each grade, Ms.
Smith will be available Monday-Thursday
mornings in the Media Center from 7:45-8:15 and
in Mr. Van Pelt’s room during lunch.
On Monday, January 16 course scheduling for the Class of
2018 began. At 6:00 a.m., 15 students took advantage of the
open lab available at the high school to complete their
schedule. By 8:00 a.m. almost 50 of the 86 students in the class
had completed their schedule for the 2017-2018 school year!
Photos provided by Erik Young.

Upcoming lunch visits:
January 19: Army
January 25: Lake Land College

Grades Battle it Out in
Penny War
by Katie Webb, Journalism II, Sullivan High School
The Student Council hosted a competition between the
classes that started January 16 to raise money for juvenile
diabetes research.
Containers dedicated to each grade were put out during
lunch where students could pennies in order to get points for
their class. Each penny counted as one point, while any other
coin or paper money counted as points against a class. For
instance, nickels were minus five points and quarters minus
25. Every dollar bill in a jar took 100 points away from the class
whose container it was in.
The point of the competition is for students not only to put
pennies in their own jar, but to put other coins and bills into
the containers of the other grades to make them lose points.

Pictured center of page, Ted Walk, Sullivan Middle School
Principal, shows off some of his moves during a Harlem
Wizards preview assembly January 10. Directly above, junior
Josh Stutzman shows the Wizards a competitive move. Photos
by Brynna Sentel, Journalism I.

Weather Puts First
Singers Competition of
the Season on Ice
by Kelsey Carney, Journalism I
The SHS Singers were slated to kick off their
competition season Saturday, January 14, by
travelling to Rockbridge High School in Columbia,
Missouri. Unfortunately, Mother Nature had other
plans and an ice storm threatened safe travels for
the group and the trip was cancelled.
Morgan Miller and Abigail Williams, both
seniors in the group, said, “Incoming freshmen
really need to consider joining Singers and
experience the fun and thrill of performing.”
Neither Miller nor Williams plans to participate in
show choir during college, they both love the thrill
of performing and wish they had more time to
perform. Both Miller and Williams expressed their
love for the show choir family and how closely the
group has bonded.
The Sullivan Singers will travel to Twin Lakes
the weekend of January 21 and 22, and with
temperatures expected to climb in to the mid-50s,
the group hopes to bring a little heat back to the
stage.

Junior Josh Stutzman cuts it up on the basketball
court with two Harlem Wizards players during a
preview assembly. Students were really pumped up
after watching the Wizards who came to SHS to put
on a short preview assembly ahead of their
scheduled game on January 14, 2017. Unfortunately,
even the Wizards could not stave off an ice storm
from Mother Nature. The game was postponed
and has been rescheduled for February 15, 2017. If
you had already purchased tickets to the January
game, those are still good. New tickets will not be
printed. Remember the doors open at 6:00 p.m. and
the game will start at 7:00 p.m. on the 15th of
February. Photo Brynna Sentel, Journalism I

