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You’re invited 
Sullivan Blue Dolphins Swim Team 
OPEN HOUSE 
Friday, September 18, 2015 
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 YEARS!  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sullivan Elementary School 
 
910 North Graham Street 
Sullivan, IL  61951  
Phone: 217-728-2321 
Fax:  217-728-4399 
  
Dan Allen, Principal 
  
Nathan Ogle,  Assistant Principal 
 
Ann Sanner, Administrative  
                         Assistant 
 
Stacy Uphoff, Administrative     
                          Assistant 
 
Sullivan Middle School 
 
713 North Main Street 
Sullivan, IL 6195 
Phone: (217) 728-8381 
Fax: (217) 728-4296 
 

Ted Walk, Principal 
 
Nathan Ogle, Assistant Principal 
 
Mary Ann Portwood 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Sullivan High School 
 
725 North Main Street 
Sullivan, IL  61951 
Phone: 217-728-8311 
Fax:  217-728-4139 
  
Erik Young, Principal 
 
Nathan Ogle, Assistant Principal 
(217) 728-8311 x227 
oglen@sullivan.k12.il.us 
 
Nikki Cloyd, Administrative  
                         Assistant 
 
Susie Murphy, Administrative  
  Assistant 
  

From The Desk of Mr.  Allen 

     What an amazing start to the school year!  The students and staff seem to 
be excited to be back and a positive energy has engulfed the schools. 
     The summer was hectic as construction took place in all three buildings.  
Work completed on the roofs and HVAC systems have our schools in 
excellent working condition.  Mr. Landrus and our fantastic maintenance 
crew covered the playgrounds at the elementary school with engineered wood 
fiber mulch, which is making a tremendous difference, both for aesthetic and 
safety purposes.  Our blacktops were refinished this summer, and a special 
addition was made to them: a map of the United States.  The map was 
painted by Gene Alexander (Mr. A), a former principal from Benton, Illinois, 
who paints these maps on playgrounds throughout the state.  He came in 
response to a very nice letter written by Bella Brownlee (currently a 6th grade 
student) at the behest of her then-teacher, Mrs. Hendry.   
     We have had some changes with personnel and operations of the school as 
well.  The amazing Mrs. Murphy has left us to join the district ranks and has 
been replaced by Mrs. Uphoff, who is doing a wonderful job.  We added Mrs. 
Rarick to our Kindergarten Krew, and Mrs. Kauffman is a new 1st Grade 
teacher.  We have also added Mrs. Donovan as a reading aide.   
     On another note, we have implemented a new RtI program that is aimed 
at not only providing extra assistance for students who need it but also 
adding enrichment activities for those who have a strong grasp of math and 
language arts.  Each class has 30 minute blocks Monday through Thursday 
where the students will be grouped according to scores and receive 
instruction tailored to their needs.  On Fridays, their progress is monitored 
through assessments to see if the interventions are having their intended 
effects. 
     On September 1, we held Parent Night, which had an excellent turnout.  
Teachers were excited to see so many parents dedicated to their children’s 
education.  When parents and schools work together instead of against each 
other, students are the ones who reap the benefits. 
     In closing, we would like to thank parents for their cooperation in helping 
us keep students safe by maintaining consistent routines in getting them 
home.  The procedures we have in place may be the source of some 
inconvenience, but student safety is our primary concern.  Thank you for 
your patience and understanding.  Students continue to impress by following 
expectations and making our school a great place to be.  As we always 
encourage them to remember, “be safe, be responsible, be respectful, and be 
here and be ready.” 
 

Some reminders of upcoming events: 
     Tuesday, September 27 is picture day.  Make sure all your students 
are beautified for this big day! 
     Friday, October 7 is a School Improvement Day, so there will be no 
student attendance that entire day. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring 2016 

   When students and 
teachers returned from 
Spring Break in April of 
2016, the ceilings to the 
high school and middle 
school were gone 
exposing duct work, 
wiring and lighting.   
    Work on the new roof 
and air conditioning 
system had gotten 
underway.   
     As students left for the 
summer work continued 
so all of the changes 
would be ready when 
school started this Fall.   
     It has been a long, 
grueling and challenging 
process, but the work is 
finally finished.  Photos 
on this page show just 
two stages of the process:  
spring and summer, 2016. 
     Work over the summer 
meant a lot of changes for 
the building principals 
and their staffs, the 
custodians, and those 
who wanted to hold 
camps, clinics, or 
practices.   
     In fact, the custodians 
were still scrambling to 
get things ready just one 
week prior to classes 
starting so teachers could 
get into their classrooms 
and set things up for the 
beginning of the school 
year.   

 

  

The students were gone for the summer and the school looked like a ghost town but really there 
was a lot going on as a new roof and air conditioners/duct work were being added to both the 
high school and middle school.  Photos by Erik Young 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sullivan High School Journalism 
staff member and senior Lexi 
Elder went up on the school’s 
roof to photograph the new air 
conditioning units and roof.  All 
photos on this page are by Elder. 

 

September, 
2016 

Escorted by Superintendent 
Brad Tuttle, SHS Senior Lexi 
Elder was taken on a tour of 
the new equipment installed 
over the summer including a 
new roof, new air conditioning 
and heating systems, and new 
duct work.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

2016-2017 School Calendar 
 

Fri., October 7 – School Improvement Day – No classes 

Mon., Oct. 10 – Columbus Day – No School 

Thurs., Oct. 27 – P/T Conferences 4-8 p.m. Early 

Dismissal 

Fri., Oct. 28 – P/T Conferences 8-Noon–No classes 

Thurs., Nov. 24 – Thanksgiving – No School 

Fri., Nov. 25 – Thanksgiving Break – No School 

Thurs., Dec. 22 – Teachers Institute 

Fri., Dec. 23 through Sun., Jan. 1 – Christmas Break 

Mon., Jan. 2 – Teachers Institute 

Tues., Jan. 3 – Students Return 

Fri., Jan. 20 – School Improvement Day – No classes 

Thurs., Feb. 16 – P/T Conferences 4-8 p.m. Early 

Dismissal 

Fri., Feb. 17 – P/T Conferences 8-Noon – No School 

Mon., Feb. 20 – Presidents Day – No school 

Fri., March 10 – School Improvement Day – No classes 

Mon., April 10 – Friday, April 14– Spring Break 

Fri., April 21 – Emergency Day 

Fri., April 28 – Emergency Day 

Fri., May 5 – Emergency Day 

Fri., May 12 – Emergency Day 

Fri., May 19 – Emergency Day 

Sun., May 21 - Graduation 

Thurs., May 25 – Last Day of Student Attendance 

Fri., May 26 – Teachers Institute 

Four Students Compete 
In Special Olympics 

During Summer 

    Sullivan School District had four athletes compete 
June 11 and 12, 2016 at ISU in Normal, Illinios at the 
state level in Special Olympics.  
    The Sullivan athletes who competed were Jon 
Kipp, Madison Moll, Amanda Willis, and Diannah 
Booker. Each won a gold medal in at least one event. 
It was a fun-filled, two-day event of going to a 
waterpark, attending opening ceremonies, and 
competing in their individual events. 
Congratulations to these fine athletes. 
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Committee Narrows One Book, 
One Sullivan  Choice to Four 

by Rikki Ray and Haley Seeley 
     One Book One Sullivan students have had a busy 
summer reading books from the Rebecca Caudill list.   
     Students met each Thursday morning of their summer 
break to discuss this list of books. These weekly discussions 
led students to make tough decisions regarding which books 
should remain as possibilities for this year’s community 
selection and which should be removed.   
     Students read a range of genres from non-fiction to 
fantasy/science fiction.   The committee is diligently working 
to choose a book both students and adults will enjoy.  
     The final four books in the running for our 2016-2017 
community book are: The Great Trouble by Deborah 
Hopkinson, Masterminds by Gordon Korman, The Paper 
Cowboy by Kristin Levine and The War that Saved My Life by 
Kimberly Brubaker Bradely.   
     For the list of titles on the Rebecca Caudill list or 
information about the books, head to the high school 
library!! The committee should be announcing the winning 
title this fall. 

 

by Don Lockwood   
Sullivan FFA elected their officers for 2016-2017 
year this past May. Serving as President is Devin 
Warren, and the Vice President is Andrew 
Matlock. Bryce King serves as the Chapter 
Reporter and Jon Gavin is serving as the chapter 
Secretary. Blake Read serves as Treasurer, Devan 
Tull is the Sentinel, and the Chapter Historian is 
Irie Dulin.   
     On Target for Success was selected as the 
Chapter Theme by the officers during their officer 
orientation meetings held this summer. Officers 
worked throughout the summer to learn their new 
offices.  The summer culminated in the Chapter 
Officer Leadership Training (COLT) program.  
     During this two-day retreat, officers had the 
opportunity to try “escaping” from two different 
Escape Rooms, The Office and The Curse of 
Jackling Manor, in Escape-Bloomington.  
     The overall theme for the COLT program was 
Leadership Escape, and featured a series of 
activities to promote Teamwork and 
Communication among the officer team.  
     After successfully navigating through the 
Leadership Escape, the officer team is excited to 
start the school year! 

FFA Officers front row from left to right:  Irie 
Dulan, Andrew Matlock, and Bryce King.  Back 
row, from left to right:  John Gavin, Devin 
Warren, Devan Tull, and Blake Read.  Photo 
provided by Don Lockwood. 

FFA Starts School Year 
With New Officers, A New 
Theme, And A Successful 

Summer Leadership 
Conference 

SHS Cheerleading Squad Fall, 2016

     The 2016 Sullivan-Okaw Valley Cheer Team 
includes: Seniors Morgan Miller, Cassie Freese and Ally 
Kesterson;  Juniors Minnie Miller, Allie O'Neill, Emilee 
Elder, Katie McClure, Maddie Dickens, Madi Wall, 
Ciara Anderson and Grace Yantis; Sophomores Brooke 
Tuttle, Zoe Ray and Kailey George; Freshmen 
Madelyne McPheeters and Hope Miller. 
      

 

How Do You Plan To Pay For College? 

Financial Aid Night, Wednesday, September 21, at 
6:00 p.m., Sullivan High School Commons 

 
WE CAN HELP! 

 
If you are college 

bound, please 
attend! 



  

by Brynna Sentel 
     When students of Miss Lawson’s 
Career English class put their heads 
together, they easily displayed their 
own characteristics of heroism and 
volunteer services. The ceremony they 
organized to commemorate the 
tragedy that took place on September 
11, 2001 also supported the National 
Day of Service by putting together a 
successful food drive. 
     The students and community 
members of Sullivan, IL had the 
privilege of listening to various 
speakers at the 9/11 ceremony at 
Sullivan High School. Speakers such 
as Sullivan’s Mayor, Ann Short, First 
Cousin of Sullivan’s retired Navy 
Captain Zack Punches, Tia Punches, 
and Moultrie County’s, Sheriff Sims 
all spoke on behalf of the everyday 
heroes within our community. 
Sullivan Science Teacher Nathan 
Becker shared what his experience 
was like on 9/11. He was a sophomore 
at Sullivan High School at the time of 
the tragedy.  
     Becker explained it was just any 
ordinary morning at school in the 
cafeteria when he saw the initial plane 
crash into one of the towers. He 
explained the overall suspicion was 
that the plane crash was an accident. 
After the second crash, Becker began 
to draw comparisons to what he had 
heard from the stories told to him 
about the Pearl Harbor disaster. 

Becker explained the day/ week of 
the disaster was a silent one. No 
one was talking or laughing in the 
halls; kids simply walked from 
class to class just waiting for the 
next breaking news to hit. He 
explained that after a lot of time, 
the school slowly began to revive 
little by little. Then he went on to 
say that time heals all wounds.  
     9/11 has been a national day of 
remembrance but, it has also been 
the National Day of Service in 
honor of the victims. This year, 
the students of Miss Lawson’s 
Career English Class put together 
a Food Drive. The goal was to 
collect 441 items, one in honor of 
each first responder who perished 
in the line of duty that day. The 
students of Sullivan Middle, and 
High School competed to bring in 
the most food. The winning class 
from the middle school won an 
early dismissal to lunch. The 
classes in the high school 
competed for points toward the 
class cup: the sophomores got 
fourth place, the freshmen came in 
third, the juniors were second, and 
the seniors won first place. 
     The remembrance didn't end 
with stories and speeches. Many 
musical numbers were performed 
to help commemorate 9/11. 
Sullivan High School’s Band 
played The Star Spangled Banner,   

Senior, Bryce King sang Proud to 
be an American, Freshmen, Hope 
Miller sang Danny Boy, and Mr. 
Paul Hinson played Flowers of the 
Forest on the bagpipes. 
     The overall theme for this year's 
ceremony is all about giving back. 
In honor and in remembrance of 
those who gave back on this 
terrible day in American history. 

Career English Students Organize Assembly 
Commemorating September 11, 2001 Tragedy 

 

 

 

 

9/11 is the Pearl Harbor of our 
grandparents generation… 

 

We will never forget! 

All photos on this page 
taken by Marsha Kirby 
and Yearbook Staff. 



 

 

From the High School Counselor 
 

Upcoming Lunch Visits: 
 
• September 26: Eastern Illinois University 
 
• September 30: Lake Land College 
 
• October 5: Southern Illinois University,  
                                Edwardsville 
 
• November 3: MacMurray College 
 
Important Dates: 
 
•September 21: Financial Aid Night at 6:00 p.m. in the  
                          HS Commons – all senior students and  
                          parent(s) are invited 
 
• September 27: Picture Day 
 
• September 30: Lake Land College will be  
                                       meeting with Dual Credit  
                                       Spanish and Welding students 
 
• October 4: Career Day 
 Seniors: College Day / Job Shadow forms are  
             due to Ms. Smith by September 30 
 Juniors: Make sure you have selected your 
             sessions for your visit to LLC 
  Freshmen: Welcome to the Real World  
             participation slips due by September 30 
 
• October 1: NEW!  FAFSA application will        
              open, visit https://fafsa.ed.gov/ 

 
• October 12: FAFSA Completion Night – all  
              senior students and parent(s) are invited 
 
• November 1: Seniors, several     
              college/universities have a priority deadline  
             for Merit-Based Scholarships and Early Action  
             Decisions; some may even be sooner than  
             November.  Be sure to check  
             college/university website for those you are  
             interested in. 

by Luke DeLong     
 Just as the school year is kicking off, Sullivan High School’s Student Council has hit the ground running.  So far this 
year, we have hosted the Spaghetti Supper and started the Class Cup. The Spaghetti Supper was very successful, and 
members want to thank anyone who attended to show their support. Also, the Class Cup has had an overall positive 
reception which is very promising and exciting.  
     Student Council is currently gearing up for lots of exciting Homecoming activities this year.  This is a great way to 
support one’s class. The Homecoming game is on October 7th, and the dance is next day, the 8th.   
     Finally, everyone's favorite, Fun Night, is also in the works. Look for it to happen toward the end of this semester.  

Student Council Starts School Year Off Hosting Annual 
Spaghetti Supper and Planning Homecoming 

  

 

Pictured 
above, Katie 
Webb, Bryce 

King  and  
Alex Menke 
manned the 
entrance to 
the Student 

Council 
Spaghetti 
Supper. 
Far left, 
Savana 

Brewer and 
Shelby 

Freeman 
served guests 
with a smile 

as did 
Spencer 

Johnson and 
Ally Elzy, 
immediate 
left.  Lower 
left, Josie 

Orris stood 
ready to offer 

guests 
beverages 

while Abby 
Cravatta had 
a tray ready 
for the next 

guest.   
 

Photos by 
Alexis Elder, 
Editor, Signal 

Staff. 

Save the Date: 
 

Homecoming Week Oct. 03 – 08  

https://fafsa.ed.gov/

