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RICHMOND GRADE SCHOOL PTO 

Happy February!   
 
We have a busy month ahead of us so please be sure to keep 
in mind these important dates: 

 
 Friday, February 7th...Kids Heart Challenge Celebra-
tion:  This event is for students who turned in permission 
slips by January 24th.  The Celebration is right after 
school and will run until 5:00. 

 

 Keep collecting those donations!  If we can raise 
$8000, Mrs. Sembach will get slimed by Ms. Kuhl and the 
student who raises the most money at Field Day! 

 

 Wednesday, February 12th...2:30 Valentine’s Day Par-
ties 

 

 Thursday, February 13th...NO SCHOOL- Conferences 
 

 Friday, February 14th...NO SCHOOL-Teacher Institute 
Day 

 

 Monday, February 17th...NO SCHOOL-Presidents Day 
 
Finally, our school-wide focus this month is KINDNESS.  Be 
sure to ask your student what kind act they did each day! 
 
Ms. Kuhl :) 
 

 
 

FEBRUARY UPCOMING DATES 
 

3  Girl Scouts 4th Gr (Pardue) 3:34-5,Café 
           Snapology 3:34-5, Cafe 
 Girls Travel Rockets BB  6-9PM Gym 
4 Girls Scouts 3rd Gr  (McCallister), 3:34-5. Café 
         Chess Cllub 3:40-4:40, Zaremba’s Room 
 Spring Grove Rec BB 6:30-7:30, Gym 
5-7 Kindergarten Screening @ District Office 
6  P/T Conference SignUp via Skyward 
      open until 2/10 
 Girl Scouts Kdg (Rizzo) 3:34-5:15 Café 
 Girls Travel Rockets BB  6-9PM Gym 
6 School Store K, 1st & 2nd 
 Girl Scouts 5th Gr (Smith) 3:34-5 Café  
 Future Problem Solvers Rgional Comp-NMS       
7  School Store 3rd, 4th & 5th 
 Kid’s Heart Challenge Party 2:30-5:30, Gym 
10 Snapology 3:34-5 Café 
 Girls Travel Rockets BB 6-9 Gym 
11  Jim May Storyteller 9-2:45 
 Girls Scouts 2nd Gr (Keblusek/Hogel)  
                    3:34-  5:45, Cafe 
          Winter Chess Club 3:40-4:40 
          Girl Scouts 1st Gr (Hogel/Sena) 
                       3:34-5:15, Café 
 Spring Grove Rec BB 6:30-7:30, Gym 
12  Valentine’s Day Parties 2:30 
 PTO Meeting 4 
 Girls Travel Rockets BB  6-9 Gym 
13 NON ATTENDANCE DAY-P/T Conferences 12:30-8 
14 NO SCHOOL– TEACHER INSITUTE 
17 NO SCHOOL PRESIDENT’S DAY 
18 Girl Scouts 3rd Gr (McAllister)  
      3:34-5, Café 
          Chess Club 3:40-4:40, Zaremba’s Room 
19 Girl Scouts 2nd Gr (Klelusek/Hogel) 3:34-5  Cafe                  
 Girls Travel Rockets BB 6-9 Gym 
20  Girl Scouts 5th Gr (Smith) 3:34-5 Café 
21  Sign Club (2nd-3rd Gr) 3:45-4:15 
24 Snapology 3:34-5 Café 
 Girls Travel Rockets BB 6-9 Gym 
25 Girl Scouts 1st Gr (Hogel/Sena) 3:34-5:15, Café  
 Winter Chess 3:40-4:40 
 Kindergarten Music Program 6:30-7:30 
26 Girls Travel Rockets BB 6-9 Gym 
28 Sign Club (2nd-3rd Gr) 3:45-4:15 

 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/RGSPTO/


 

MRS.  JODI ZAREMBA 
Spanish Teacher 

We may be in the middle of winter, but things are heating up in the Spanish room! We have been working hard to finish up with 

the old and begin studying the new. As I mentioned last month, our focus for the third quarter will be getting down to the basics 

of the Spanish language.   

Fifth Graders are beginning their discussion on the Aztecs. We will be discussing the history and day to day lives of the Aztec peo-

ple. They are looking forward to completing a culminating project based on the art of this ancient culture. Students are also 

learning their days of the week and months in Spanish.  

Fourth Graders are working on the basic vocabulary words for the parts of the body. We are working on the memorization of the 

vocabulary, and students will be learning to correctly label a diagram of the body. When we are finished with parts of the body, 

we will be moving on to the Spanish words for discussing our favorite things. 

Third Graders have finished their unit on the Magical Mariposa, and will begin learning the Spanish Alphabet. We will be focusing 

on the letters that are unique to the Spanish language, as well as the different sounds made by each vowel and consonant. 

Second Graders have begun an informal introduction to the seasons. Winter vocabulary has been introduced, and we will also be 

learning some of the color words associated with winter. In addition, we will be taking a look at phrases and vocabulary words 

related to weather. 

First Graders will continue their exploration of the Spanish words for members of the family. We will be focusing on learning vo-

cabulary and being able to refer to family members with the correct Spanish word. In addition, we will be learning vocabulary 

related to El Día de San Valentín. 

Kindergarteners have learned their primary colors and are moving on to the color green. We will continue our exploration of col-

ors throughout the month. With each color, a little booklet is completed by students to help them remember their new Spanish 

word. They are very eager and excited to bring these booklets home! 

   All grade levels continue to show an interest and desire in learning this new language. Watching them practice and use their 

words in the hallways, and other areas outside of the classroom, really warms my heart! 

The fifth grade students are going to create a relief sculpture.  Using a sheet of copper foil, the student will press their design into 
the metal with a wooden stick.  We will then create a pattern on a cardboard frame and attach it to complete our relief sculpture. 

 

The fourth graders are going to learn more about the art of element color.  Each student will use water color pencils in order to cre-
ate their own tertiary color wheel. 

 

The third grade students are going to learn how to draw squares and rectangles using, two-point-perspective.  This technique will 
make a flat piece of paper look as if it is three dimensional. 

 

Ancient Egyptians used picture writing called hieroglyphics.  A cartouche is a border that the Egyptians used to identify very im-
portant people.  The second grade students are going to write their name in hieroglyphics and then add a border in order to create 
their own Egyptian cartouche. 

 

Inspired by Vincent Van Gogh the first grade students are going to create their own version of the painting, “Starry Night”.  We will 
use construction paper, oil pastels, and glitter to complete our picture. 

 

Kindergarten students are going to use simple shapes to create a complex drawing of a tiger.  Starting with the largest shapes we 
will use circles for the face and a rectangle for the tiger’s body.  We will then add the smaller shapes to complete our tiger. 



Illinois Young Authors Contest 
Richmond Grade School will be participating in the Illinois Young Authors Contest again this year.  Students in 
all grades are encouraged to enter original stories they have written at home or at school.  
    One winner will be selected as best overall author for each grade level.  In addition, awards will be given for 
a variety of categories such as best picture book, best non-fiction, best animal story, etc.  Also, one student 
from RGS will be selected to attend the 46th annual Illinois 
Statewide Young Authors’ conference at Normal Community High 
School in Normal, Illnois on May 16, 2020.  
      Some guidelines:  
·         Dictated books may be typed or handwritten by an adult, 
but the language must be that of the child. 
·         Students must conceive the entire story but editing help is 
allowed. Students may submit a book done through Rams Peak Pub-
lishing. 
·         Story line should demonstrate creativity. 
·         Manuscripts must have a substantial cover with pages se-
curely attached. 
·         Judges look for neatness, correct grammar and spelling, 
cover, good illustrations, creativity, originality, and overall quality. 
      All stories are due to classroom teachers on or before Friday, 
Feb. 28th, 2020.  
      We appreciate your support with this project.  We believe in 
the Young Authors program where students can be recognized for 
their talents in writing at both the school and state-wide lev-
els.  If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Weber or Ms. 
Morrison.   

 

1st and 2nd Grade are working their way throught logical thinking.  What we are focusing on is really taking in all the 

information before trying to solve a problem.  If it is not the correct solution then what do we need to do?  We will 

start working strategies on how to not get stuck in the wrong answer swirl. 

3rd Grade is still working on planets.  They are learning so much about 

planets that you don’t find in books.  One is thermal imaging of Pluto 

makes it a beautiful deep maroon with a creamy while poles.  Students 

are learning about the different stars in our solar system that are up to 

500 times larger than our Sun. 

4th Grade is working through magnets.   Once they have completed that 

section of our unit we will start how electrical circuits work. I want to make 

sure that you are talking about electrical safety. I do my best to cover the ba-

sics of electrical safety at school. You may want to go over it due to different 

electrical needs in you home. I know that at my house we trip the circuit break-

er in the kitchen a lot. As a family we discussed that it is an adult job. I explain 

this in school. I know it would be much more powerful if it came from you.   

5th Grade is working with their materials and breaking down how they are going to attack this job.  Some of the stu-

dents have taken this very weriously and are making great strides.  I do want to put this out for all fifthy grade parents/

guardians:  this is the honeymoon period.  Some groups will continue towork with no issues.  Others will start to have 

issues in about a week.  If your student comes home with a minor from my class please know I am giving warnings be-

fore a minor comes home.  I am trying my best to give the students strategies on how to work through it.  We have a 

long way to go with this project.  Please email me at nipzzo@nsd2.com with any questions, comments, or concerns. 

Mrs. Pizzo 

Gifted Coordinator 



 

After all their hard work on the musical, the 5th graders are back to 
regular music with the piece “Sarasponda.” This song incorporates 
hand clapping, a stick game, and the barred instruments. It is a Dutch 
song made up vocables to imitate the sound of a spinning wheel. First 
students learned the hand clapping game before adding in our lummi 
sticks. Now students are just beginning to learn the barred instrument 
parts. 
 
We started our new year off with a dance from Jalisco, Mexico in 4th 
grade. Students learned the knife dance, Los Machetes. We used 
rhythm sticks instead of machetes in class. Jalisco is well known for 
mariachi music and sugar cane. The workers turned their job cutting 
down sugar cane into this dance. Classes are also working with la pen-
tatonic. We learned the game Peg Leg the Pirate and completed work-
sheets to reinforce the pitches on the music staff. 
 
3rd graders moved on from our tetratonic song to a new pentatonic 
song called “Rocky Mountain.” Classes identified where the Rocky 
Mountains are located in the United States and saw pictures of the 
beautiful landscapes. This song includes all 5 of our pitches, which 
students are familiar with on the music staff. Now we are transferring 
those pitches to our barred instruments. Some students are playing the 
instruments while the rest of the class sings and dances. We also took 
a history excursion, learning the history behind our national anthem. 
We discussed the vocabulary from our “Star Spangled Banner” be-
cause it was written in 1814 and uses words we may not be familiar 
with. 
 
We learned the song “Kye Kye Kule” from Ghana, Africa in 2nd grade. 
This song uses vocables which are nonsense words. Students took 
turns leading the class while they kept the beat with egg shakers. Then 
we learned a dance called Chililin from Bolivia, South America. This 
dance reinforces distinguishing right from left. We read a story called 
When Louis Armstrong Taught Me to Scat. Like vocables, scat is non-
sense words but we use them in jazz music to pretend to be instru-
ments. Classes learned “Scat Song,” which uses our repeat signs and 
dal signal from earlier in the year. It also introduces a coda or special 
ending. 
 
1st graders learned that the tempo is the speed of music; how fast or 
slow the beat is. Students learned to dances to show and feel the tem-
po changes. First we learned Hungarian Dance No.6 and then the 
Chicken Dance. In class we created a venn diagram to compare/
contrast these dances.  Next, we read the book In the Hall of the 
Mountain King. Once first graders knew the story, we listened to the 
instrumental music acting out the story with our fingers. Then we add-
ed tricky “head, shoulders, knees, and toes” movement to the song. 
Students just realized that not only does the tempo change in this 
song, the volume also changes too. 
 
 
 

 

Greetings from Miss Sena, the student teacher 
for your child's P.E. class!  I am very excited to 
have been meeting your children and seeing their 
smiling faces in class!  There are just a few re-
minders to be aware of. Currently, we are ac-
cepting donations for the 
Kids Heart 
Challenge.  All donations 
are due by February 7th. 
This week I'm teaching 
some team-building ac-
tivities with the 3rd-5th 
graders, while the K-2 
students are still working on their jump roping 
skills. Some of the units coming up include Bas-
ketball, Soccer, and Throwing/Catching. Coming 
up at the end of the month we will be starting 
our Rollerskating Unit on February 26th! If you 
are interested in volunteering and helping out, 
be on the lookout for more information coming 
soon! I look forward to the remainder of my time 
here and can't wait to have a great February!  

The kindergarten program will take place 

on Tuesday, February 25th at 6:30pm in the gym. 

Doors will open at 6:15pm that evening. Kindergarteners 

learned about their 5 senses. However, not everyone has 

all 5 senses. People who cannot hear are called Deaf. We 

watched videos of several Deaf people including singers 

and a dancer. Students learned that Deaf people experi-

ence music through sight and touch. All the kindergarten-

ers took turns touching the speakers while music played so 

they could feel the beat the same way Deaf people do. We 

also learned a song in American Sign Language. This is 

how Deaf people communicate with each other 



 

LIBRARY  

NEWS…..  . 

Research, research, research! 
 
That’s what’s happening in the library for 
our 3rd, 4th and 5th graders.  The third 
grade is researching a former United 
States president, the 4th grade is re-
searching a well-known African Ameri-
can, and the 5th grade is researching a 
notable artist.  Along with their research 
the 5th graders are offered the oppor-
tunity to attend Fine Art’s Night in May 
dressed as the artist they researched, 
and answer questions about the artist in 
first person.  This is voluntary, but we 
would love to have as many students 
participate as possible.   
 
1st and 2nd grade with books and ac-
tivities, will explore: groundhogs, presi-
dents, and valentines. 
 

 

Mrs. Walker 

Librarian 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 
 
 
 

 
February is the peak season for Influenza.  If 
your child is not feeling well or is not acting them-
selves, please keep them home.  It is better to 
err on the side of caution then to spread germs 
throughout a classroom.  Please keep in mind 
the school’s health protocol for when your child is 
ill…… 

  

Your child needs to be fever-free for 24 hours 
without fever reducing medication before 
returning to school. 

  

 Your child needs to be without vomiting or 
diarrhea for 24 hours before returning to 
school. 

  

 If your child is out of school for 3 or more 
days for an illness, a doctor’s note is required 
upon returning. 

  
 

Please reinforce proper hand washing skills with 
your children.  Our best line of defense against 
catching a cold or other illness is hand wash-
ing.  It is also important to remind them to use 
cold etiquette (sneezing or coughing into your 
elbow, nose blowing, etc). 
 

Let’s keep our students healthy and happy.  If 
there are any questions I can help with, please 
don’t hesitate to call. 
 

 
 




