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HPSD people show positive excellence 
Educators and support professionals for the Hope Public 
Schools were recognized for their professional excellence this 
year. 

Rotary Teachers of the Year      

Beryl Henry Elementary choral music teacher Sandra Jones 
and Hope High School physical education teacher/co-
activities director Susan Powers were named the Hope 
Rotary Club Elementary and Secondary Teachers of the 
Year for 2017.  

Jones is a graduate of the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff and Arkansas 
State University with a bachelor’s and master’s degrees in music education. 
She has taught in the Hope Public Schools for 12 years and has been an 
educator for 26 years. Powers was named co-activities director this year, 
and she has taught in the Hope Public Schools for 35 years. She is a 
graduate of the University of Central Arkansas with BSE and MSE degrees in 
physical education.  

Educator of the Year   

Karen Ivers, dyslexia coordinator for the Hope Public 
Schools, was named 2017 Hope/Hempstead County 
Chamber of Commerce Educator of the Year. Ivers, who is 

based at Clinton Primary School, works with students throughout the Hope 
district. An early childhood education graduate of Ouachita Baptist 
University, she is Reading Recovery certified through the University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock, and has a master’s degree in reading from UALR. 
She is to training through the Scottish Rite Hospital in Dallas, Texas, as a 
Dyslexia Therapist and Certified Academic Learning Therapist. 
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Completion of new 
facilities at Beryl 
Henry campus near. 
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Campus Open 
House Night 
All campuses 
August 10 from 1-7 
p.m. All parents, 
students, patrons 
welcome. 
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ADE Model Educator  

Clinton Primary School third grade teacher Cynthia Murphy was honored by the 
Arkansas Board of Education as the Teach Again Model Teacher. Murphy, who has 
taught in the Hope Public Schools for 45 years, was the focus of a series of videos 
produced on campus at CPS by the Arkansas Department of Education designed to 
encourage former educators to return to teaching. She was recognized by Arkansas 
Commissioner of Education Johnny Key during the May meeting of the state 

education board. Murphy was also chosen by Hope High School as the commencement speaker to 
deliver the charge to the HHS Class of 2017. 

School Nutrition Association Winner     

Hope Public Schools Nutrition Director Deanna Gilbert was chosen the 2017 
School Nutrition Association Southwest Regional Director of the Year. Gilbert was 
selected as Arkansas State School Nutrition Director of the Year in April, and 
announced as the regional winner May 1. The award recognizes extraordinary 
contribution in management of school meal programs that provide nutrition and 
appeal to student dining. The HPS Summer Nutrition Program under Gilbert’s 

direction was named a “Turnip the Beet” award winner this year by the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. The program was one of two statewide to be honored this year. A 31-year employee of 
the HPS, Gilbert became a cafeteria manager in 1987, and she was named district nutrition director 
in 2008. 

Home Stretch 
Construction of an 
additional 25,000 square 
feet of academic and 
multipurpose space at Beryl 
Henry Elementary School is 
near the home stretch. 
Completion of the project is 
anticipated for classes in 
the 2017-2018 school year. 
The $4 million project 
includes a multipurpose 
room used primarily for 

physical education, but will 
double as a “community safe room” during dangerous weather. Metal buildings in use for more than 30 
years on the BHE campus will be demolished as soon as classes are dismissed for the year, and the space 
will be used for additional parking, and construction of a fire lane.  
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People 
Jimmy Courtney is the newest member of the Hope 
Public Schools Board. Courtney is a lieutenant in the 
criminal investigations division of the Hope Police 
Department. He represents Zone 4 on the school 
board, and is the parent of a student at the Hope 
Academy of Public Service in the HPS. He was elected 
to his first term of office in September, 2016. 

Awards 
Top academic honors for 2017 went to Elizabeth 
Smelley, Destiny Martin, and Devron Collins, summa 
cum laude. Magna cum laude graduates were Kiara 
Smith, Austin Stubber, Gianni Trotter, and Matthew 
Tullos. Cum laude graduates included Leenetta 
Conway, Shaquayla Jackson, Sabrina Maxfield, Ebony 
Wallace-Morrow, Summer Pauley, and Sydney Watson.  

Wins 
The “junior jinx” continued this year as the Seniors at 
Hope High School lost their bid to repeat at the 2017 
Junior-Senior Powderpuff Football Classic. The juniors 
went up 14-0 in the first half; and, with the seniors 
unable to hold defensively, put the game away, 20-0, 
with Me’Ashyia Camal scoring two touchdowns and 
Courtney Davis scoring the third.  

Successes 
The first milestone of success in the academic life of a 
student is the completion of kindergarten. 
Approximately 212 kindergarten students were 
graduated to the first grade this year in ceremonies at 
Clinton Primary School. The 13 kindergarten classes at 
CPS comprised one of the largest kindergarten sections 
in recent years.  
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CAMPUSES 
What’s positive on at the campuses of the Hope 

Public School District? 

Hope Schools Vision… 

Clinton Team Reports 
Four graduate students from the Clinton 
School of Public Service in Little Rock have 
completed a first-ever project in Hope. 

The student team, including Zack Huffman, 
Caroline Dunlap, Crystal Mercer and Andrew 
Trevino, designed a four-year, grades 5-8 
public service curriculum for the Hope 
Academy of Public Service. Clinton School 
Dean J. L. “Skip” Rutherford III said the 
model is the first of its kind in the nation. 

“This model, the HAPS model, has the 
potential to inspire students in a way they 
haven’t been inspired before,” Rutherford 
said after the April 18 presentation at 
Hempstead Hall. 

The curriculum integrates public service into 
a cross-curricular body of studies that begins 
with an understanding of public service and 
its application in the local community in the 
fifth grade year. The sixth grade year deals 
with the relationship between ethics and 
leadership, an understanding of oneself and 
how a student fits into the local community. 
The seventh grade year explores social 
change and the development of social 
interests; and, the eighth grade year is a 
“practicum” in a public service project. The 
model was developed in a year-long 
collaboration with HAPS students, faculty, 
and Hope community stakeholders. 

…World Class Students, World 
Class Learning, World Class 
Citizens. 

Hope Schools Mission… 

The mission of the Hope Public 
Schools is to provide all students a 
quality education through the 
collaborative efforts of the schools, 
families, and all stakeholders to 
create productive citizens in our 
ever-changing society. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S CORNER 

                                                           

B0BCAT TRACKS is a 
publication of the 
Hope Public Schools. 
Ken McLemore, Editor 

2016-2017 has been a 
super school year for the 
Hope Public Schools.  
We saw academic gains 
in all our buildings and 
are striving toward 
excellence in every 
program and on every 
campus. 

Our administrative team is very proud of 
the efforts that each student and staff 
member has put into this school year. 
Hope Public Schools is grateful for the 
opportunity to serve our community and 
looks forward to increased successes in 
the future.  

HPS Supt. 
Bobby Hart 


