
As we begin a new year, 

Washington-Nile Local 

School District continues to 

focus on Student Learning. 

We have established two 

goals to build on the capac-

ity for student learning as 

we move forward. First, 

every child will experience 

at least a year’s worth of 

academic growth in every 

subject with every teacher. 

And our second goal is to 

foster an atmosphere con-

ducive to learning and cre-

ate a positive culture for 

our staff, students and com-

munity. 

Within the framework for 

our goals, staff will work 

diligently to continually 

improve instruction for our 

students, address students’ 

social emotional learning, 

and strengthen the culture 

for our schools.  

This fall the entire district 

began to implement as part 

of the PBIS initiative—Focus 

3. This process is used by 

many elite college athletic 

programs such as The Ohio 

State University and the 

University of Washington 

and several Fortune 500 

companies. The goals of 

Focus 3 include building 

better leaders, developing 

better culture, and having 

better behavior. We be-

lieve that it will have a pos-

itive effect on the culture, 

and having better behav-

ior. We believe that it will 

have a positive effect on 

the culture of our schools 

aw well as our athletic and 

extracurricular programs. 

Upon graduation, we want 

to ensure that all students 

are adequately college and 

career ready. We look for-

ward to another successful 

year by helping our stu-

dents to become the best 

version of themselves. 

Lastly, on behalf of the 

Washington-Nile Local 

School Board of Education, 

I wish each and every 

member of the Portsmouth 

West Community a happy 

and successful new year. 

Tony Bazler, Superinten-

dent W-N LSD 

Mr. Bazler—Strengthening School Culture 
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Seven elementary and middle school students scored a perfect on their Ohio State Assessment tests during spring 2019 testing.  

Elementary students include: Lorelei Carver, 3rd grade math and Carter Keyser, 4th grade math. Middle school students in-

clude: Max Bell, 5th grade Math & Science; Elijah Kasper, 5th grade Math & Science; Logan Ralstin, 5th grade Language Arts; 

Samantha Gray, 8th grade Math; and Tabitha Johnson, 8th grade Math.  Congratulations Senator Scholars! 

 Lorelei Carver   Carter Keyser         Elijah Kasper              Logan Ralstin   Samantha Gray     Tabitha Johnson          Max Bell 



Dr. Hazeldean Meyers 2019 Alumni Hall of Fame Inductee 
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Fall Sports Awards 
The 2019 Boy’s Cross County Team made great improvements and great suc-

cesses during the season. Despite enduring a very hot fall season practicing 

and competing in 90 degree weather, they exhibited a high level of work ethic 

and enthusiasm for the both team and sport.  

Team member Caleb Hazelbaker captured the PWHS  school record with a time 

of 19:22 at the SOC Championship in October.  

Randy Patrick and Ben Dubiel, senior team captains, were the driving force be-

hind the success and improvement of the team over the past two seasons. Their 

dedication to the program made running contagious to the rest of the team. I 

want to send out a special thanks to these very special students of the 2020 

graduation class. 

Cross Country Coach, Larry Goodwin 

2019 Success for PW Cross Crountry Team 

and high school education in the 

Washington-Nile LSD. Even though 

Hazeldean has no children, she want-

ed West students to have the same 

chance she had for a college educa-

tion. Hence, Dr. Meyers contacted the 

W-N administration and requested to 

structure the Portsmouth West Alumni 

Association with the major goal of an 

annual scholarship for a deserving 

senior. Without her initial efforts for 

structure and implementation there 

would be no Portsmouth West Alumni 

Association.  

Dr. Meyers further extended her edu-

cational opportunities for West stu-

dents by creating an annual Hazelde-

an Meyers Scholarship. Dr. Meyers 

hasn’t lived in the school district since 

high school graduation, but she has 

never forgotten her roots and has 

made a positive impact for West stu-

dents for more than 30 years through 

ment of Education consultant. 

She has authored three (3) books on 

English Language Arts and conducted 

statewide conferences on English 

composition. But most importantly, Dr. 

Meyers never forgot her elementary 

Dr. Meyers graduated from Washing-

ton High School in 1950. She started 

her career in education in 1956, and 

continued it until the last few years. 

She fulfilled her educational role as a 

teacher, Head mistress, principal, 

college professor and Ohio Depart-

2019 FOOTBALL AWARDS 

William Journey, Senator Pride; 

Mitchell Malnar, Most Inspirational; 

Hunter Brown, Most Improved; Joe 

Igaz, John Mitchell Memorial. 

1st Team All-SOC, William Journey. 

2nd Team All-SOC, Joe Igaz, Luke 

Bradford      1st Team All-Southeast 

District, William Journey, Luke Brad-

ford; Special Mention All-Southeast 

District, Joe Igaz 

2019 Alumni Hall of Fame Inductee Dr.Hazeldean Meyers with family and friends. 



Judith  graduated from Portsmouth 

West 1965. She played on West kick-

ball team (only organized sport for 

girls at the time) and played other 

schools in the county. 

Judith went to Morehead State earing 

her Bachelor’s degree in Health, Phys-

ical Education and Home Economics. 

Playing basketball there for 2 years 

prior to Title IX. Morehead State rec-

ognized Title IX and sent the players 

to other schools to play but players 

had to pay for their own expenses. 

The basketball program was dropped 

after 2 years waiting on Title IX to go 

into effect. Judith was active in Intra-

mural Golf, softball, volleyball, swim-

ming having won several honors and 

set various school records at the time.  

She continued her education earning 

her Master’s degree in Physical Edu-

cation at Xaiver University. 

Judith taught Girl’s Heath and Physical 

Ed at Portsmouth West High from 1970

-1973. Judith was cheerleading coach, 

track coach and was responsible for 

starting the girls’ basketball program 

at Portsmouth West playing games 

anywhere she could find someone to 

play - Highland County, Adams Coun-

ty, and Ashland Ky being some of the 

teams. 

West played in tournaments at White 

Oak High school two year. The first 

year West was runner-up and the sec-

ond year they won the championship. 

White Oak’s coach was her husband 

by the way.  This contributed to the 

first ever girls’ basketball trophy 

earned by the school. They played 6 

player basketball in the first girl’s 

game and continued that year and 

then went to a 5 player game. 

Judith left West to continue her career 

at West Union School District to be 

closer to home.  She was responsible 

for getting girls’ sports program go-

ing, winning several titles in cheer-

leading, basketball, and volleyball.  

If you had, or have a daughter playing 

basketball at Portsmouth West this 

Judith is where it all began.  

oping leaders through supportive 

connections and community outreach 

programs throughout the county. We 

will be working with community lead-

ers to develop ideas on how to better 

help our community for ourselves and 

our future generations”, is the mission 

of the association.  

The SCSLA has met with prominent 

members of the community and volun-

teered to sponsor two children from 

the Scioto County Children’s Services 

Giving Tree.  

Several PWHS students are taking 

student empowerment and leadership 

to a new level. Junior classmates, Gary 

Jenkins, Jared Opperman, and Evan 

Green have developed and estab-

lished the Scioto County Student Lead-

ership Association (SCSLA) to provide 

a platform for area students to 

“establish individual leadership skills, 

provide a unique perspective on is-

sues facing students, and to give back 

to the community through community 

service.” 

“We are a student organization devel-

The next scheduled meetings will be 

held  at the Scioto County Courthouse 

held Jan 13 & Feb 10, 2020. Any stu-

dent from a Scioto County school is 

welcome to participate. If interested, 

contact Gary Jenkins at : 

jenkinsg21@westsenators.org 

PWHS Juniors Establish Student Leadership Association 
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Judith Kegley Hazelbaker 2019 Athletic Hall of Fame Inductee 

Evan Green, Gary Jenkins, Jared Opperman 

Judith Kegley Hazelbaker with family and friends at the banquet 



Each nine weeks Focus3 All-Stars are 

recognized. All-Stars have zero disci-

plinary issues; earned points for GPA, 

attendance, extracurricular participa-

tion, winning Student of Month, and 

receiving Good Citizen nominations 

from teachers.  

Distinction”: Austin Holsinger, Bralyn 

Newman, Ethan Doughman, Max Bell, 

Charlie Pollitt, Logan Ralstion, Owen 

Moore, Michael Grobowki, Bo 

Wroten, Kayden Bentley, Wyatt 

McNeil, Elijah Kasper, Alayla Soard, 

Lauren Gambill, Taylor Johnson, 

Haylee Mosley, Colten Lamblin, Brody 

Hall, Carson Powell, Reagan Brown, 

Wyatt Odell, Micah Barnes, Levi Pick-

elsimer, Max McGuire, and Kelsey 

Munion. 

The Bebras challenge promotes prob-

lem-solving skill and informatics con-

cepts including the ability to break 

down tasks into simpler components, 

algorithm design, pattern recognition, 

pattern generalization and abstrac-

tion. 

The Bebras challenge is a worldwide 

competition. Trever Patrick earned 

the “Best of School” certificate and 25 

other students earned “Certificates of 

Bebras is an international initiative 

aiming to promote Informatics 

(Computer Science or Computing) 

and computational thinking among 

school students at all ages. Partici-

pants are usually supervised by teach-

ers who may integrate the Bebras 

challenge in their teaching activities. 

The challenge is performed at schools 

using computers or mobile devices in 

45 minutes. 

The PWMS 5th and 6th grade Quiz 

Bowl Team out-smarted eight other 

local middle school quiz bowl teams 

to take the ESC Quiz Bowl Tournament 

Championship this past October. The 

competition includes six different cat-

egories, including Language Arts, 

Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, 

Fine Arts and Religion/Mythology. 

Second round competition includes 

the Alphabet Round where students 

are given a written list of clues that 

have answers all beginning with the 

same letter. Students have twelve 

Lightning Round questions that in-

clude questions from any category.  

“Participating in quiz bowl reinforces 

knowledge and quick recall, inspires 

learning about new things, and en-

courages socialization. It also foster 

cooperation and teamwork as students 

confer with each other throughout the 

competition. I’m always amazed by 

how much the students know and how 

self-confident they are in front of the 

large audiences that attend our com-

petitions.” stated Sharee Price, Direc-

tor of the ESC Gifted Services Depart-

ment, sponsor of the annual tourna-

ment.   Congratulations Quiz Bowl! 

Middle School Quiz Bowl Team Wins ESC Quiz Bowl Tournament 

Sixth Grade Students Place in Bebras Challenge 
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In 1999, the ODNR Division of Forestry 

‘Trees to Textbooks’ program began 

and has distributed more than $31 

million, shared with Ohio school dis-

tricts and local governments (FY18). 

The funds are distributed to school 

districts that have state forest within 

the district borders.  

Thank you to the ODNR Division of 

Forestry and to all those that work to 

keep our state forest both beautiful 

ty.  Then Smokey Bear made his ap-

pearance to the delight of everyone. 

He lead the students in the ‘Always Be 

Careful’ cheer and received many 

high fives and hugs as the kids left the 

gym. 

After the assembly, Superintendent  

De Maria took a tour of the elemen-

tary, stopping by several classrooms 

and speaking with many of the stu-

dents.  

Portsmouth West Elementary was hon-

ored to receive a visit from many dis-

tinguished guests for the Ohio Depart-

ment of Natural Resources “Trees to 

Textbook” award presentation on Jan-

uary 17th, 2020.  Those present in-

cluded: ODE Superintendent of Public 

Instruction Paolo De Maria; Ohio State 

Representative Brian Baldridge; Ohio 

State Senator Terry Johnson; ODNR 

Director Mary Mertz; ODNR Division 

of Forestry Assistant Chiefs Dave Lane 

and Greg Guess; Teresa Lewis repre-

senting U.S. Representative Brad 

Wenstrup; Ohio State Forester Dan 

Balser; Forest Manage Dale Egbert; 

ODNR District 5 Division of Forestry 

Manager Nate Jester; Scioto County 

Commissioner Cathy Coleman; Wash-

ington-Nile administration and school 

board; and Smokey Bear. 

Superintendent De Maria shared the 

importance of learning and Director 

Mertz spoke about the importance of 

our trees in Ohio’s state forests.  Stu-

dents enjoyed a Smokey Bear video 

teaching the importance of taking care 

our forests and the ABC’s of fire safe-
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Ohio Department of Natural Resources—Trees to Textbooks 

WN Superintendent Tony Bazler accepts the ‘Trees to Textbooks’ check from 

ODNR Director Mertz and Smokey Bear 

Mrs. Rapp & Mrs. Schmidt’s 4th grade classes with Smokey Bear 



PW Swim Team recently worked hard 

creating “Lockdown Buckets” for 

classrooms and offices district-wide. 

Working with the WNLSD Safety Com-

mittee, team members decided the 

buckets would be a good  way to pro-

vide various supplies useful during a 

lockdown situation. They formed a 

committee determined cost, then so-

licited local businesses for donations, 

collected and filled the buckets.  

The team, and WNLSD, would like to 

thank the following  for their generous 

donations and time: Nile Township 

Fire Department; Matthew F. Loesch; 

Buckler & Sturgill and  those who wish 

to remain anonymous. Special thanks 

to the Mr. Bazler, Mrs. Patterson, and 

the WN School Board for their support.  

The PWHS Swim Team hopes to in-

spire other students to help make 

their schools safer and challenges the 

other local High School students to 

find a way to help. 

PWHS Swim Team Takes Initiative For School Safety 
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be investing $5,000 to update the 

playground...painting new games, 

purchasing new playground toys and 

equipment.  

The PTC and Portsmouth West Ele-

mentary would like to give a very spe-

cial Thank You to all the volunteers 

that have been a part of our 2019 

school year. None of these events 

would have happened without your 

generosity, time, and kindness! 

Fair and invited grandparents and 

family for “Goodies with Grands” for 

an evening of shopping, snacks, and 

fun.  

Upcoming events and projects the 

PTC are planning include: 100th Day 

of School Day dress-up day and snack; 

Feb 10-14th “Kindness Week” with 

activities; Valentine’s Day Cookies for 

all classrooms; March 3-5th Dr. Seuss 

Week, theme day dress-up; school-

wide Easter egg hunt with prizes; May 

4-8th Book Fair, Buy One-Get One 

Free & ‘Goodies with Grands’; Splash-

Pad, Riverside Park Day for all stu-

dents; school-wide track and field 

day. 

Over the summer months the PTC will 

PWE Parent/Teacher Committee—Volunteer & Come Join the Fun 
PWE Parent/Teacher Committee 

(PTC) has played a very important 

part in the lives of both students and 

staff for many years and this year is no 

exception. Throughout the school 

year, and during the summers, the 

PTC is hard at work planning and im-

plementing activities and fundraisers 

that provide new learning opportuni-

ties to students along with lot’s of fun. 

So far this school year the PTC has: 

furnished board games for indoor 

recess; brought Santa and Mrs. Claus 

for an all day visit, stopping by every 

classroom for hugs and quiet whispers 

of Christmas wishes; Secret Santa 

Shop; recognized teachers with the 

“12 Days of Christmas” providing a 

surprise treat each day; held a  Book 

2019-2020 SWIM TEAM MEMBERS: SENIORS Abe Blevins, Madison Howard, Mitchell Malnar. JUNIORS Madison Gilley, Caleb 

Hazelbaker, Gary Jenkins, Ashlyn Pfau, Hayden Runions, Jalynn Williams, Bailee Wireman. SOPHOMORE Sharon Macias. 

FRESHMEN: Sydney Burchett, Carson Malnar, Aiden Robinson, Isaac Howard, Ethan Hazelbaker. Coach Eric Nichols 

Contact Renee Kammer, PTC President: 

renee.kammer@westsenators.org 

For PTC Volunteer Inquiries 



some key community members met 

with Focus3 and developed a Culture 

Playbook for the district. “Our culture 

is the heart of our school system. It 

makes Washington-Nile Local Schools 

a special place to learn and live, and it 

give us a unique advantage. Building 

and sustaining the Washington-Nile 

culture requires intentional effort from 

everyone in the district.” 

“Culture is what we believe, how we 

behave, and the experience our be-

havior produces for others. It is the 

foundation on which our education 

community is built. Written statements 

help clarify the culture, but documents 

PWHS has adopted  Focus3 to model 

the school’s PBIS (Positive Behavior 

Interventions & Supports) program 

around. Focus3 philosophies helps 

organizations develop “better leader-

ship, better culture, and better behav-

ior”. Using the equation E + R = O 

(Event + Response = Outcome), Fo-

cus 3 gives organizations and individ-

uals a system for positive behavior 

and making good decisions.  Under-

standing that Outcome is feedback to 

one’s Response can reveal changes a 

person can make to improve Re-

sponse. 

The WN District Leadership Team and 

don’t build culture...our actions do.” 

. “The BBO is the blueprint for out cul-

ture. It makes clear the specific be-

haviors & results we want from each of 

our beliefs. The behaviors outlined in 

the BBO are essential to how we en-

gage students in the classroom, and 

how we operate our schools. Our goal 

is to create an educational environ-

ment where everyone consistently 

engages in behaviors that produce 

exceptional outcomes.” 

Washington-Nile will continue to work 

with Focus3 in developing behavior 

skills found in today’s elite organiza-

tions.  

Focus3 Provides Positive Behaviors & Supports for District 
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The High School has developed a 

point system to reward students that 

exhibit discipline and the core beliefs 

of teamwork, work ethic, and personal 

responsibility. Students earn points 

for GPA, attendance, good behavior, 

attendance, and extracurricular par-

ticipation. Following each nine weeks, 

the top point earners are invited to 

attend a field trip. The trips have in-

cluded the USAF Museum, COSI, Co-

lumbus Zoo, and Newport Aquarium.  

Tim Kight founded Focus3 in the 

mid-80’s in Southern California, a 

life-long student of elite perfor-

mance with the passion and drive 

to help organizations achieve 

their goals.  

To learn more about the Focus3  

program visit : www.focus3.com 

Focus3 All-Stars  
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Mr. Barry Carver, WN Maintenance 

employee, visited Mrs. Banks’ 1st 

grade class and shared his collection 

of arrow heads and other Native 

American artifacts he has found in the 

fields surrounding the school district 

and other locations. Students were 

given animal hides and learned 

about the process of making clothing 

from hides. They also had the oppor-

tunity to use animal sinew which they 

pounded with a stone demonstrating 

the way the Native people made 

rope.  

It was a very fun way to learn about 

ancient people that lived here many 

years ago and their way of life. Thank 

you Mr. Carver for your time, your 

knowledge, and the wonderful way 

you have of sharing your interests 

and enthusiasm for learning with us! 

PW students brought home the 

trophies from the Elk’s Annual 

Hoop Shoot Competition. Ele-

mentary students, Shelby 

Hurst and Aurrie Soard placed 

1st in the 8-9 age group. 

Carter Keyser and Haylee 

Carver, middle school, placed 

1st in the 10-11 age group. 

They competed at Northwest 

against students from both 

Northwest and Valley.  

Barry Carver Visits Mrs. Banks’ Class with Ancient Artifacts 

Shelby Hurst & Aurrie Soard Carter Keyser & Haylee Carver 

PW Students Win at ‘Hoop Shoot’ Competition 

PW Bus Drivers in the Holiday Spirit.  Santa & Mrs. Claus with Second Grade Students 

2020 CALENDAR 

February 17 > No School  

President’s Day 

March 5 > Parent-Teacher 

Conferences 

No School For Students 

March 6 > No School 

April 10-13 > No School 

Spring Break 

May 17 > Graduation 

May 20 > Students Last Day 

End of 4th 9 Weeks 

May 21 > Staff Last Day 


