
Volume 6 Issue 1 January 28, 2020

Principal’s Corner—From the Desk of Mr. Boxey
Where does the time go?  It seems like just yesterday that 
students were walking in on the first day of school.  The first 
semester of the 2019/2020 school year is already complete, report 
cards were mailed home last Friday, and parents can also find 
their student’s first semester report cards in Skyward.  Parents 
can call Mrs. Owens in the MJHS office at 687-3360 if they have 
problems logging into Skyward. 

Our competitive cheer and boys’ basketball seasons are underway, 
and athletic schedules can be found on the MJHS website.   
There are several other upcoming noteworthy events that are 
highlighted in the calendar to the left to help parents stay up-to-
date as we progress through 3rd Marking Period.

As we start a new year and a new semester, I encourage students 
to reboot.  Parents can help their sons and daughters reset their 
motivation to learn by writing attainable resolutions or goals.  
How do students attain their goals?  By doing the little things 
every day.  Please help your sons and daughters be successful this 
semester by helping them to try their hardest.  Check Echo and 
their backpacks daily to hold them responsible for doing the little 
things day to day. 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Important Dates 

• January 31—Half-Day of 
School—MJHS students 
dismissed @ 11:15 a.m. 

• February 3—Vacation Day—
No School 

• February 11—8th Grade 
Reality Store 

• February 17-21—MJHS Book 
Fair—During school hours for 
students 

• February 17—8th - 12th 
Grade Pre-Festival Concert @ 
7:00 p.m. 

• February 19—Parent/Teacher 
Conferences—4:00-7:30 p.m. 

• February 19—MJHS Book Fair
—4:00-7:00 p.m. 

• February 28—Half-Day of 
School—MJHS students 
dismissed @ 11:15 a.m. 

• February 28—8th Grade 
Band Festival—4:55 p.m. @ 
Bay City Western HS 

• March 9—5th Graders rotate 
to new specials 
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PBL in 6th Grade ELA 
In December and January, students in Ms. Bailey’s 6th Grade 
ELA class became secret agents as they were involved in a project 
surrounding the novel Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz.  The 
novel is about a 14 year old boy who has to be a spy for MI6 and 
complete the Stormbreaker mission. 

While reading the novel, students collected evidence along the 
way to prove whether or not the main character would be a 
successful spy for MI6.  They then used that evidence to write an 
Argumentative essay defending their view.  

The second part of the project involved simulating the main 
character’s interview for the spy job, so students prepared for an 
interview in which they were to take on the roles of the 
characters in the novel. In groups, the students decided who 
would be the interviewers, and who would be the interviewee. To 
prepare for the interview process, students viewed mock 
interviews, filled out real life job applications, and discussed 
proper interview etiquette.  The students collaborated with their 
groups to write interview questions, and they rehearsed for the 
big event while getting feedback from their peers as well as from 
Ms. Bailey.  Finally students were ready to dress up, enunciate 
their words, and show confidence as they conducted their 
polished interviews.  

Students were motivated by this project due to the premise of the 
book, but they came away with refined writing and interview 
skills.  Another example of how Project Based Learning at MJHS 
is teaching skills that are applicable to students’ futures. 

Parent/Teacher Conferences
The staff at Meridian Jr. High School invite you to Parent/
Teacher Conferences on Wednesday, February 19th from 
4:00 - 7:30 p.m.  Report cards will NOT be available on 
February 19th since the third marking period does not end until 
March 27th, but this is a great time of year to touch base with 
your student's teachers before we get too far into the second 
semester.  Appointments are not necessary since conferences at 
MJHS are on a drop-in basis.
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MJHS Book Fair 

The MJHS Library is sponsoring 
a book fair on February 17th - 
21st.  The book fair will be open 
during school hours for students, 
and it will also be open on 
Wednesday, February 19th from 
4:00 - 7:00 p.m. during Parent/
Teacher Conferences.

5th Grade Specials 

Fifth graders will rotate to their 
new special on Monday, March 
9th.  Students currently in Art will 
rotate to Drama, students 
currently in Drama will rotate to 
PE, and students currently in PE 
will rotate to Art.  Students 
enrolled in 5th Grade Band will 
remain in Band on the days they 
are currently attending. 
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