
	  
CURRICULUM	  UNIT	  MAP	  

1ST	  QUARTER	  

COURSE	  TITLE:	   7th	  Grade	  Communication	  Arts	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   GRADE:	  	  	  7	   	   	  

Unit	  Title	  and	  Objectives	   List	  CLTs	  for	  Each	  Objective	   Brief	  Description	  of	  	  
Formative	  Assessment(s)	  

End-‐of-‐Unit	  Benchmark	  or	  
Performance	  Assessment	  

Identify	  and	  define	  the	  five	  steps	  of	  the	  
writing	  process	  
Identify	  the	  four	  types	  and	  six	  traits	  of	  
writing	  

Students	  do	  an	  Exit	  Slip	  every	  other	  day	  
to	  show	  comprehension	  of	  the	  steps	  in	  
the	  writing	  process,	  the	  four	  types	  of	  
writing,	  and	  the	  six	  traits	  of	  writing	  

Analyze	  writing	  samples	  to	  determine	  
which	  type	  of	  writing	  it	  is	  and	  what	  makes	  
it	  good	  based	  on	  the	  six	  traits	  

Unit:	  The	  Writing	  Process	  
WEEK	  1-‐3—OBJECTIVES	  
Use	  writing	  process	  to	  compose	  multi-‐
paragraph	  essays	  
	  
Compose	  text	  with	  a	  strong	  controlling	  
idea	  and	  relevant,	  specific	  details	  
	  
Organize	  text	  with	  an	  effect	  beginning,	  
middle,	  and	  end	  
	  
Use	  voice	  appropriate	  to	  the	  purpose	  and	  
audience	  

Use	  the	  writing	  process	  to	  compose	  a	  
narrative	  essay	  

	  

Performance	  Event:	  Students	  will	  
compose	  an	  expository	  essay	  based	  on	  
given	  prompts.	  

Label	  and	  define	  the	  five	  parts	  of	  a	  plot	  
diagram	  and	  the	  types	  of	  conflict	  
Identify	  parts	  of	  plot	  in	  short	  stories	  
Utilize	  StoryNotes	  graphic	  organizer	  to	  
analyze	  plot	  

Unit:	  Plot	  &	  Conflict	  (Short	  Stories)	  
WEEK	  4-‐7—OBJECTIVES	  
Use	  details	  from	  text	  to	  identify	  plot	  
	  
Interpret	  types	  of	  conflict	  	  
	  
	  

Utilize	  Problem	  Solution	  Tree	  graphic	  
organizer	  to	  analyze	  conflict	  

Students	  will	  take	  a	  quiz	  every	  other	  day	  
on	  the	  plot	  diagram	  and	  the	  types	  of	  
conflict	  

End	  of	  unit	  benchmark	  on	  Acuity	  

Identify	  parts	  of	  plot	  in	  novels	  

Identify	  and	  analyze	  conflict	  in	  novels	  

Identify	  important	  details	  needed	  in	  
summary	  

Define,	  identify,	  and	  analyze	  author’s	  use	  
of	  similes,	  metaphors,	  hyperbole,	  idioms,	  
imagery,	  pun,	  and	  personification	  

Unit:	  Plot	  &	  Conflict	  (Novel	  Hatchet)	  
WEEK	  8-‐9—OBJECTIVES	  
Use	  details	  from	  text	  to	  identify	  plot	  
	  
Interpret	  types	  of	  conflict	  	  
	  
Summarize	  author’s	  ideas	  
	  
Identify	  and	  interpret	  figurative	  language	  
in	  various	  texts	  

Utilize	  the	  L.I.S.T.	  strategy	  to	  analyze	  
figurative	  language	  in	  text	  

Students	  will	  complete	  reading	  response	  
journal	  entries	  for	  every	  two	  chapters	  
analyzing	  the	  plot	  progression,	  conflict,	  
and	  summary	  	  
	  
Students	  will	  L.I.S.T.	  examples	  they	  find	  of	  
figurative	  language	  in	  Hatchet.	  

	  

	  



	  
CURRICULUM	  UNIT	  MAP	  

2nd	  QUARTER	  

COURSE	  TITLE:	  7th	  Grade	  Communication	  Arts	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   GRADE:	  	  	  7	   	   	  

Unit	  Title	  and	  Objectives	   List	  CLTs	  for	  Each	  Objective	   Brief	  Description	  of	  	  
Formative	  Assessment(s)	  

End-‐of-‐Unit	  Benchmark	  or	  
Performance	  Assessment	  

Identify	  parts	  of	  plot	  in	  novels	  
Identify	  and	  analyze	  conflict	  in	  novels	  
Identify	  important	  details	  needed	  in	  
summary	  
Define,	  identify,	  and	  analyze	  author’s	  use	  
of	  similes,	  metaphors,	  hyperbole,	  idioms,	  
imagery,	  pun,	  and	  personification	  

Unit:	  Plot	  &	  Conflict	  (Novel	  Hatchet)	  
WEEK	  1-‐5—OBJECTIVES	  
Use	  details	  from	  text	  to	  identify	  plot	  
	  
Interpret	  types	  of	  conflict	  	  
	  
Summarize	  author’s	  ideas	  
	  
Identify	  and	  interpret	  figurative	  
language	  in	  various	  texts	  

Utilize	  the	  L.I.S.T.	  strategy	  to	  analyze	  
figurative	  language	  in	  text	  

Students	  will	  complete	  reading	  response	  
journal	  entries	  for	  every	  two	  chapters	  
analyzing	  the	  plot	  progression,	  conflict,	  
and	  summary	  	  
	  
Students	  will	  L.I.S.T.	  examples	  they	  find	  of	  
figurative	  language	  in	  Hatchet	  

2nd	  Quarter	  Benchmark	  #1	  

Unit:	  Pre-‐Reading	  Strategy	  
WEEK	  6—OBJECTIVES	  
Apply	  pre-‐reading	  strategies	  to	  
comprehend	  non-‐fiction	  text	  

Utilize	  THIEVES	  strategy	  to	  preview	  non-‐
fiction	  text	  

Complete	  THIEVES	  process	  in	  writing	  over	  
a	  chapter	  from	  their	  Science	  textbook	  

THIEVES	  process	  in	  writing	  over	  
“Tenochtitlan:	  Inside	  the	  Aztec	  Capital”	  
from	  the	  literature	  book	  

Analyze	  details	  to	  make	  valid	  inferences	  	  

Identify	  key	  words	  that	  show	  cause	  and	  
effect	  relationships	  

Identify	  key	  words	  and	  phrases	  that	  are	  
used	  to	  indicate	  comparisons	  and	  
contrasts	  
Analyze	  effectiveness	  of	  solutions	  to	  
problems	  in	  the	  text	  

Unit:	  During	  Reading	  Strategies	  
WEEK	  7-‐9—OBJECTIVES	  
Utilize	  active	  reading	  skills	  to	  
comprehend,	  interpret,	  analyze,	  and	  
evaluate	  text	  during	  reading	  
	  
Form	  connections	  when	  reading	  
between	  text	  to	  text,	  text	  to	  self,	  and	  
text	  to	  world	   Form	  connections	  to	  passages	  by	  relating	  

the	  passage	  to	  other	  written	  works,	  
themselves,	  and	  things	  in	  the	  world	  

Activities	  in	  BuckleDown	  book	  and	  
SkillBridge	  book	  
	  
Venn	  Diagram	  to	  compare	  &	  contrast	  
	  
Problem	  Solution	  Tree	  to	  analyze	  
effectiveness	  of	  solutions	  

2nd	  Quarter	  Benchmark	  #2	  

	  

	  

	  



CURRICULUM	  UNIT	  MAP	  
3rd	  QUARTER	  

COURSE	  TITLE:	  7th	  Grade	  Communication	  Arts	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   GRADE:	  	  	  	  7	   	   	  

Unit	  Title	  and	  Objectives	   List	  CLTs	  for	  Each	  Objective	   Brief	  Description	  of	  	  
Formative	  Assessment(s)	  

End-‐of-‐Unit	  Benchmark	  or	  
Performance	  Assessment	  

Define	  author’s	  viewpoint	  
Summarize	  the	  author’s	  ideas	  
Identify	  fact	  versus	  opinion	  in	  nonfiction	  
Define,	  identify,	  and	  interpret	  author’s	  
use	  of	  propaganda	  in	  text	  and	  media	  

Unit:	  Author’s	  Purpose	  
WEEK	  1-‐3—OBJECTIVES	  
To	  summarize	  the	  authors	  ideas	  in	  
nonfiction	  writing	  using	  details	  from	  
text	  
	  
evaluate	  the	  accuracy	  of	  information	  
in	  nonfiction	  texts	  
	  
identify	  and	  interpret	  propaganda	  in	  
various	  texts	  

Compare	  and	  contrast	  two	  different	  
author’s	  viewpoints	  on	  the	  same	  topic	  

Students	  will	  create	  a	  propaganda	  collage	  
and	  write	  an	  explanation	  for	  how/why	  
the	  chosen	  propaganda	  technique	  works	  
within	  the	  ads	  

End-‐of-‐Unit	  Benchmark	  on	  Acuity	  

Identify	  the	  narrator’s	  point	  of	  view	  in	  a	  
story	  
Analyze	  a	  character’s	  problem	  solving	  
ability	  based	  on	  the	  text	  
Identify	  and	  explain	  subplots	  in	  a	  story	  	  

Unit:	  Literary	  Elements	  
WEEK	  4—OBJECTIVES	  
use	  details	  from	  text	  to	  identify	  and	  
analyze	  point	  of	  view,	  subplots,	  
foreshadowing,	  and	  problem	  solution	  
in	  text	   Define	  foreshadowing	  and	  identify	  

examples	  of	  foreshadowing	  in	  short	  
stories	  

Multiple	  choice	  and	  constructed	  response	  
questions	  in	  BuckleDown	  and	  Skill	  Bridge	  
books	  

End-‐of	  Unit	  Benchmark	  on	  Acuity	  or	  
paper	  

Identify	  lines	  and	  stanzas	  in	  poetry	  
Identify	  and	  explain	  rhyme	  scheme,	  
alliteration,	  and	  onomatopoeia	  in	  poetry	  

Unit:	  Literary	  Devices	  in	  Poetry	  
WEEK	  5—OBJECTIVES	  
identify	  and	  interpret	  imagery	  and	  
figurative	  language	  in	  poetry	  
	  
identify	  and	  interpret	  literary	  devices	  
in	  poetry	  

Identify	  and	  explain	  figurative	  language	  in	  
poetry	  including:	  analogy,	  symbolism,	  
imagery,	  and	  hyperbole	  

Mark	  up	  a	  poem	  to	  identify	  lines	  and	  
stanzas	  
	  
Multiple	  choice	  and	  constructed	  response	  
questions	  in	  BuckleDown	  and	  SkillBridge	  
books	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

	  

	  



CURRICULUM	  UNIT	  MAP	  
3rd	  QUARTER	  

COURSE	  TITLE:	  7th	  Grade	  Communication	  Arts	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   GRADE:	  	  	  7	   	   	  

Unit	  Title	  and	  Objectives	   List	  CLTs	  for	  Each	  Objective	   Brief	  Description	  of	  	  
Formative	  Assessment(s)	  

End-‐of-‐Unit	  Benchmark	  or	  
Performance	  Assessment	  

Identify	  the	  five	  parts	  of	  a	  friendly	  letter	  Unit:	  Friendly	  Letter	  
WEEK	  6—OBJECTIVES	  
Use	  writing	  process	  to	  compose	  
multi-‐paragraph	  essays	  
	  
	  

Compose	  a	  friendly	  letter	  to	  a	  peer	  

Compose	  a	  friendly	  letter	  to	  an	  adult	   	  

Identify,	  define,	  and	  explain	  important	  
words	  in	  the	  text	  
Summarize	  reading	  including	  main	  idea,	  
key	  ideas,	  make	  predictions,	  draw	  
conclusions,	  make	  generalizations,	  and	  
inferences	  
Interpret	  the	  reading	  including	  the	  
relationships	  between	  character’s	  
behavior	  and	  events,	  author’s	  purpose,	  
conflict	  resolution,	  and	  details	  that	  
support	  the	  main	  idea	  
Make	  connections	  between	  the	  reading	  
and	  my	  own	  life,	  the	  news,	  school	  and	  
community,	  events	  in	  other	  times	  and	  
places,	  other	  people	  or	  problems,	  
writings	  on	  the	  same	  topic,	  and	  writings	  
by	  the	  same	  author	  
Evaluate	  the	  text	  for	  similar	  themes,	  
ideas,	  concepts	  developed	  in	  more	  than	  
one	  literary	  work,	  literary	  devices,	  
symbolism,	  irony,	  analogy,	  and	  interpret	  
how	  meaning	  is	  influenced	  by	  author’s	  
word	  choice,	  style,	  content,	  or	  use	  of	  
literary	  elements	  

Unit:	  Literature	  Analysis	  
WEEK	  7-‐9—OBJECTIVES	  
to	  develop	  vocabulary	  through	  text	  
using	  roots,	  affixes,	  and	  context	  clues	  
	  
To	  summarize	  the	  authors	  ideas	  in	  
fiction	  and	  nonfiction	  writing	  using	  
details	  from	  text	  
	  
Utilize	  active	  reading	  skills	  to	  
comprehend,	  interpret,	  analyze,	  and	  
evaluate	  grade	  level	  text	  during	  
reading	  
	  
form	  connections	  when	  reading	  
between	  text	  to	  text,	  text	  to	  self,	  and	  
text	  to	  world	  
	  
interpret	  types	  of	  conflict	  
when	  reading	  fiction	  

Ask	  questions	  that	  need	  answered	  
focusing	  on	  why	  the	  author’s	  craft	  is	  the	  
way	  it	  is	  

Reading	  Response	  Journals	  and	  job	  
reports	  for	  every	  three	  chapters	  

End-‐of-‐Unit	  Benchmark	  focusing	  on	  Cause	  
and	  Effect	  and	  Summarization	  
	  
Compose	  a	  friendly	  letter	  from	  one	  
character	  to	  another	  character	  

	  



CURRICULUM	  UNIT	  MAP	  
4th	  QUARTER	  

COURSE	  TITLE:	  7th	  Grade	  Communication	  Arts	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   GRADE:	  	  	  	  7	   	   	  

Unit	  Title	  and	  Objectives	   List	  CLTs	  for	  Each	  Objective	   Brief	  Description	  of	  	  
Formative	  Assessment(s)	  

End-‐of-‐Unit	  Benchmark	  or	  
Performance	  Assessment	  

Identify/define/explain	  important	  words	  in	  
text	  
Summarize	  reading	  including	  main	  idea,	  key	  
ideas,	  make	  predictions,	  draw	  conclusions,	  
make	  generalizations,	  and	  inferences	  
Interpret	  the	  reading	  including	  the	  
relationships	  between	  character’s	  behavior	  
and	  events,	  author’s	  purpose,	  conflict	  
resolution,	  and	  details	  that	  support	  main	  idea	  
Make	  connections	  between	  the	  reading	  and	  
my	  own	  life,	  the	  news,	  school	  and	  community,	  
events	  in	  other	  times	  and	  places,	  other	  people	  
or	  problems,	  writings	  on	  the	  same	  topic,	  and	  
writings	  by	  the	  same	  author	  
Evaluate	  the	  text	  for	  similar	  themes,	  ideas,	  
concepts	  developed	  in	  more	  than	  one	  literary	  
work,	  literary	  devices,	  symbolism,	  irony,	  
analogy,	  and	  interpret	  how	  meaning	  is	  
influenced	  by	  author’s	  word	  choice,	  style,	  
content,	  or	  use	  of	  literary	  elements	  

Unit:	  Literature	  Analysis	  
WEEK	  1-‐4—OBJECTIVES	  
To	  develop	  vocabulary	  through	  text	  using	  
roots,	  affixes,	  and	  context	  clues	  
	  
To	  summarize	  the	  authors	  ideas	  in	  fiction	  
and	  nonfiction	  writing	  using	  details	  from	  
text	  
	  
Utilize	  active	  reading	  skills	  to	  
comprehend,	  interpret,	  analyze,	  and	  
evaluate	  grade	  level	  text	  during	  reading	  
	  
Form	  connections	  when	  reading	  between	  
text	  to	  text,	  text	  to	  self,	  and	  text	  to	  world	  
	  
Interpret	  types	  of	  conflict	  when	  reading	  
fiction	  

Ask	  questions	  that	  need	  answered	  focusing	  on	  
why	  the	  author’s	  craft	  is	  the	  way	  it	  is	  

Reading	  Response	  Journals	  and	  job	  
reports	  for	  every	  three	  chapters	  

End-‐of-‐Unit	  Benchmark	  focusing	  on	  Cause	  
and	  Effect	  and	  Summarization	  

Develop	  questions	  to	  guide	  research	  and	  
determine	  a	  thesis	  statement	  

Thesis	  approved	  by	  teacher	  

Utilize	  the	  library	  and	  internet	  to	  identify	  valid	  
research	  

Source	  cards	  must	  be	  approved	  by	  
teacher	  

Take	  notes	  during	  research	  making	  sure	  to	  
document	  sources	  

10	  -‐15	  note	  cards	  approved	  before	  
writing	  begins	  

Unit:	  Endangered	  Species	  Research	  
Paper	  
WEEK	  5-‐7—OBJECTIVES	  
Develop	  a	  research	  plan	  and	  conduct	  
research	  
	  
Use	  MLA	  format	  to	  compose	  a	  research	  
paper	  with	  textual	  citation	  and	  a	  works	  
cited	  page	  

Compose	  a	  well-‐organized	  research	  paper	  
including	  a	  works	  cited	  page	  

	  

Performance	  Event:	  	  Final	  draft	  of	  paper	  

Identify	  important	  details	  to	  include	  on	  visual	  
representation	  
Create	  a	  poster,	  PowerPoint,	  creative	  
presentation	  over	  their	  chooses	  endangered	  
species	  

Unit:	  Endangered	  Species	  Project	  
WEEK	  8-‐9—OBJECTIVES	  
Create	  a	  visual	  representation	  of	  their	  
research	  paper	  
	  
Create	  a	  written	  plan	  to	  save	  their	  species	  
	  

Compose	  a	  written	  plan	  clearly	  explaining	  the	  
steps	  they	  believe	  should	  take	  place	  to	  save	  
their	  chosen	  species	  

Share	  plan	  of	  project	  with	  teacher	  
	  
	  

Performance	  event	  of	  plan	  to	  save	  
species	  



	  


