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Dear Parents: 
  
As a parent of an incoming 6th grade student at Windsor Middle 
School, we would like to encourage you to enroll your child in our 
music program.  The performing ensembles at Windsor Middle 
School are one of the most productive ways that your child can 
spend their time.   With elements of language, math, reading, social 
science, science, history, physical education and art, musical 
ensembles offer the best way to bring together the many different 
aspects of the middle school curriculum.  Performing ensembles are 
learning communities in which each student contributes to create 
something that no student could create alone.  Participating in one 
of our ensembles will help your child to develop skills that will help 
them in school and in life.  As Sir Ken Robinson, the senior advisor 
for education policy at the Getty Foundation, said, “Music and the 
arts teach many of the skills, aptitudes and values that are at the 
heart of the growing ‘creative economy’ and beyond”.  

  
Studying music helps students in many ways. There is abundant 
research that proves that studying music makes students 
smarter.  Instruction in music has been shown to enhance higher 
brain function, improve reading and math performance, 
increase SAT scores, build teamwork and cooperation skills and 
raise IQ scores.  Learning to read music notation sets up neural 
pathways in the brain that will help your child in every other area of 
the curriculum.  We encourage you to watch the excellent Ted Ed 
video on Music and the Brain: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R0JKCYZ8hng. Learning to 
play an instrument or sing helps children develop self-discipline, 
and performing with a group is an outstanding way to help build a 
child’s self esteem.   Participating in one of our performing groups 
will give your child experiences that will enrich their lives for many 
years to come.   Please help your child by encouraging them to join 
one of our music ensembles at Windsor Middle School next year.  
  
To enroll your child in our band, strings or chorus programs you 
can select it on the Elective form that was sent to you already.  
  
Sincerely 

  
  

Stephen Mitchell Heather Cullen Steven Hoffman 
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