
Clifton-Clyde USD 224 Hall of Fame 

2020 Inductees 

1995 2A Girls State Championship Volleyball Team 

The 1995 Clifton-Clyde High School volleyball team finished their year 29-5, 

which included not losing a single set during their state championship 

tournament run.  This was the first 2A state title won by the Clifton-Clyde 

Eagles.  9 of the 12 of the team members went on to participate in athletics at 

the collegiate level.  Many ladies on this team were also a part of 3 state 

championship track teams (’93, ’94, ’95) and the 1996 state championship 

runner-up basketball team.   

The 1995 team was coached by Head Coach Susan Lervold and Assistant Coach Valerie Beikmann.  Team members 

include: April (Bechard) Fahey, Jill (Beems) Billinger, Lynelle Bergstrom, Sarah (Bowman) Chavey, Molly (Burdick) Skocny, 

Cindy Debes, Kirstin (Jackson) Wernecke, Cindy (Knoettgen) McBroom, Manager Julie (Koch) Simpson, Manager Jessica 

LeDuc, Brooke (Lervold) Barnes, Brynn (Lervold) Saskowski, Heather (Tillinghast) Oentrich, and Leslie (Tremblay) 

Ohlman.   

 

Bill Bechard 

Bill Bechard’s 37 year career with USD 224 included being a solid and steady English and 

Speech teacher, as well as a highly successful assistant and head coach.  Mr. Bechard was a 

strong proponent of the Clifton-Clyde communities and tried his best to ensure that the 

towns didn’t lose their identities during the merger.  For 26 years, Bill coached basketball, 

compiling 317 wins, seven league titles and five league tournament championships.  The 

1979 team captured the 1A state title, and in 1981 he was named the 2A Coach of the Year.  

Bill assisted the football program for 32 years, winning 238 games, the state title in 1977 and 

2nd place finishes in 1982 and 1990.  For 38 years, “Mr. B” served as the assistant track 

coach, a span that saw the girls’ team earn four Class 2A championship titles.   

The gymnasium at Clifton-Clyde High School is named in his honor and was dedicated on December 12, 1997. Mr. 

Bechard, who passed away August 22, 1998, was inducted into the Kansas State High Activities Association Hall of Fame 

in the class of 2000.   

 

Irma Jean Blaha 

During her 38 year teaching career with USD 224, Mrs. Irma Jean Blaha received 

many honors and was highly regarded as a challenging, caring, and hardworking 

teacher that pushed her students to achieve more than they thought they otherwise 

could.  Mrs. Blaha was highly instrumental in the early years of Clifton-Clyde FBLA and 

built the program to a standard that was the envy of many in the state as it was a 

Gold Seal Chapter every year under her leadership.  Under Mrs. Blaha’s guidance 

many state FBLA officers were elected including two state FBLA president from CCHS 

and one National FBLA officer.   

Mrs. Blaha was the Kansas FBLA Adviser of the Year in 1996 and represented Kansas FBLA at the National level at the 

1996 National FBLA Conference.  Mrs. Blaha was a 2001 honoree on the National FBLA-PBL Adviser Wall of Fame and 

also recognized in 2011 for her 30 years of service for Kansas FLBA as an advisor. 

 



 

Lindsey (Roy) Eusterwiemann 

Mrs. Lindsey (Roy) Eusterwiemann is a 1995 graduate of Clifton-Clyde High School.  While 

in high school Mrs. Eusterwiemann was a member of many different activities, groups, 

teams and graduated co-salutatorian.  After graduation from CCHS, Lindsay received her 

degree in Journalism and Advertising with a minor in Speech from Kansas State University.  

Post-college Mrs. Eusterwiemann began working with Hallmark Greeting and at 32 years 

old was named Vice-President at Hallmark Cards making her one of the youngest VPs ever 

in a company with over a 100-year history.   

A tragic boating accident in 2013 almost claimed Lindsey¹s life and left her with an amputated left leg, severely injured 

right leg and injured right arm. Through a challenging recovery process, Mrs. Eusterwiemann learned impactful lessons 

on how to harness disruption and find clarity in the chaos.  In 2017 she delivered a TED Talk titled “What Trauma Taught 

Me About Happiness”.   

 

 

Barb and Ray Dean Knox 

When it comes to giving and supporting the students and staff of USD 224 

Clifton-Clyde, nobody has done that more prevalently, or privately, than 

Barb and Ray Dean Knox.  Long before the establishment of Knox’s Shop, 

Ba rb and Ray Dean were supporting USD 224 with their time and finances.  

From buying books many years in a row back in the 90’s that helped jump 

start the Accelerated Reading program at the younger grades, to allowing 

the use of equipment anytime something is needed by the district, to 

buying items for organizations to raffle off, to constructing the CCGS sign 

that hangs on the school, these two have been behind it all.   

 

Also, you will be hard pressed to find a ball program or an FFA shirt without their name on it as a sponsor.  Not only have 

they made significant contributions to USD 224, but also many other organizations within the boundaries of our district 

that have positively affected our students, staff, and families.  

 

 

 

 

 


