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 DEPARTMENT OF EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT SERVICES 

Early Childhood
WHY IS EARLY INTERVENTION SO IMPORTANT? 

Early intervent ion is  support ,  resources,  and services provided to young
chi ldren who have been diagnosed with ,  are suspected to have,  or are
at r isk of developmental  delays or disabi l i t ies .
 
Research has shown that the t ime between birth and age 36 months
is a crit ical developmental period in a chi ld’s l ife.  These months offer
a window of opportunity that wi l l  not be avai lable later .  Early
intervent ion programs minimize and,  in some cases,  prevent delays in
the development of infants and toddlers with disabi l i t ies .  They can
decrease the need for special  educat ion and related services when a
chi ld enters school and increase independence.  Chi ldren whose special
needs are ident if ied and addressed during these crucial  early years
have a greater chance of reaching their  ful l  potent ial .
 
 

PHYS ICAL (REACH ING , ROLL ING , CRAWL ING ,
AND WALK ING ) ;

COGN IT IVE (TH INK ING , LEARN ING , SOLV ING
PROBLEMS) ;

COMMUN ICAT ION (TALK ING , L I STEN ING ,
UNDERSTAND ING) ;

SOC IAL/EMOT IONAL (PLAY ING , FEEL ING SECURE
AND HAPPY ) ;  AND 

SELF-HELP (EAT ING , DRESS ING ) .

A look at some
basic ski l ls :



What kind of
services are
provided?
A FEW EXAMPLES MAY INCLUDE:

Audiology or hearing services 
Speech and language services
Occupational therapy
Physical  therapy
Developmental  services

What to do  |   I f  you think that your chi ld is  not
developing at the same pace or in the same way
as most chi ldren his or her age,  i t  is  often a good
idea to talk f irst  to your chi ld ’s pediatr ic ian.  
 
*Explain your concerns. 
*Tell  the doctor what you have observed with
your chi ld.  
 
You can also get in touch with Bryan County
School ’s  early intervent ion program, and ask to
have your l i t t le one evaluated to see i f  he or she
has a developmental  delay or disabi l i ty .  
 
This evaluation is free of charge, won’t hurt
your chi ld,  and looks at his or her basic ski l ls .
Based on that evaluat ion,  your chi ld may be
el igible for early intervent ion services,  which wi l l
be designed to address your chi ld ’s special  needs
or delays.  

Bryan
County
Schools
E X C E P T I O N A L  S T U D E N T  S E R V I C E S

9 1 2 - 8 5 1 - 4 0 1 4

 

 


