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Meal Charge Policy 
  
 
Students and adults are expected to pay cash daily or pay in advance for all food 
purchases. It is the responsibility of the family to keep their lunch account up to date. 
Charging can be embarrassing to the students. We encourage the parents/guardians to 
maintain their child’s account throughout the school year.  
 
To ensure that students do not go hungry, but also to promote responsible student behavior 
and minimize the fiscal burden to the Child Nutrition Department, the District will enforce 
the following policies by grade level:  
 

A. Free and Reduced Price Elementary Breakfast and Lunch Students 
 

I. Free Meal status students will not be allowed to have a negative meal 
account balance.  Free meal status allows a child to receive one free 
breakfast and lunch everyday.  Ala carte items such as extra milks, extra 
entrees or items from the student stores are not part of the USDA meal 
programs and are not allowed to be charged. 

 
II. Reduced Meal status students will be allowed to have a negative account 

balance of up to $20.00.  For three consecutive days after the charge limit is 
reached the standard breakfast and lunch will be provided.  For each of the 
three days a phone call will be made to the parent/guardian to discuss the 
situation.  After the three days the District will not be responsible for providing 
a breakfast or lunch until the account is no longer in violation of the charge 
policy.  Ala carte items are not part of the USDA meal programs and are not 
allowed to be charged.  Ala carte items are defined as all items outside of a 
standard breakfast or lunch.  For example – extra milks, extra entrees or 
items from the student store.  

 
B. Free and Reduced Price Middle and High School Breakfast and Lunch 

Students 
 

I. Free Meal status students will not be allowed to have a negative meal 
account balance.  Free meal status allows a child to receive one free 
breakfast and lunch everyday.  Ala carte items are not part of the USDA meal 
programs and are not allowed to be charged.  Ala carte items are defined as 
all items outside of a standard breakfast or lunch.  For example – extra milks, 
extra entrees or items from the student store. 



 
II. Reduced Meal status students will not be allowed to have a negative 

account balance.  For three consecutive days after the charge limit is reached 
the standard breakfast and lunch will be provided.  For each of the three days 
a phone call will be made to the parent/guardian to discuss the situation.  
After the three days the District will not be responsible for providing a 
breakfast or lunch until the account is no longer in violation of the charge 
policy.  Ala carte items are not part of the USDA meal programs and are not 
allowed to be charged.  Ala carte items are defined as all items outside of a 
standard breakfast or lunch.  For example – extra milks, extra entrees or 
items from the student store. 

 
C. All Other Students 

 
I. Elementary Full Pay status students will be allowed to have a negative 

account balance of up to $20.00.  For three consecutive days after the charge 
limit is reached the standard breakfast and lunch will be provided.  For each 
of the three days a phone call will be made to the parent/guardian to discuss 
the situation.  After the three days the District will not be responsible for 
providing a breakfast or lunch until the account is no longer in violation of the 
charge policy.  Ala carte items are not part of the USDA meal programs and 
are not allowed to be charged.  Ala carte items are defined as all items 
outside of a standard breakfast or lunch.  For example – extra milks, extra 
entrees or items from the student store. 
 

II. Middle and High School Full Pay status students will not be allowed to 
have a negative account balance.  For three consecutive days after the 
charge limit is reached the standard breakfast and lunch will be provided.  For 
each of the three days a phone call will be made to the parent/guardian to 
discuss the situation.  After the three days the District will not be responsible 
for providing a breakfast or lunch until the account is no longer in violation of 
the charge policy.  Ala carte items are not part of the USDA meal programs 
and are not allowed to be charged.  Ala carte items are defined as all items 
outside of a standard breakfast or lunch.  For example – extra milks, extra 
entrees or items from the student store. 

 
 

D. Adults will not be allowed to charge any meals or ala carte items such as extra 
milks, extra entrees or items from the student store causing their meal account to go 
into a negative balance. 

 
The Food & Nutrition Services Department is not required by state or federal law to provide 
a meal at no charge to students. Parents are responsible for all meals charged to their 
child’s account. No à la carte items may be charged resulting in a negative balance.  Ala 
carte items are defined as all items outside of a standard breakfast or lunch.     For 
example – extra milks, extra entrees or items from the student store. 
 
All negative account balances are to be paid in full prior to the end of the school year. 
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