
2020 Ralph Bunche Community Celebrations 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

STUDENT ESSAY CONTEST 2020 
Benton School District 

      
TO TEACHERS The Ralph Bunche Community Development Corporation, The Benton School District, 
Everett Buick GMC and the Saline Courier are sponsoring the 2020 Martin Luther King Jr. Student Essay 
Contest for Benton area students in 1st through 12th grades.  The Saline Courier Staff will judge all 
entries. PLEASE INCLUDE THE COVER SHEET FOR EACH ESSAY. 
 

2020 ESSAY TOPIC: "We are Better Together" 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said “Change does not roll in on the wheels of inevitability, but 

comes through continuous struggle.” The spirit of the 2020 MLK Celebration theme is both 

motivational and inspirational, challenging each of us to take up the responsibility to make our 

city, our state and our nation better for everyone. In your essay, your challenge is to write “what 

would it take to make Dr. King’s dream of unity amongst all people a reality? What does ‘we are 

better together’ look like?” (Please note, essays that write about picking up trash on MLK Day 

will not be considered). 
  

PRIZES AND RECOGNITION  
First Place Awards (Grades 1-3) $15   Second Place Awards (Grades 1-3) $10 

First Place Awards (Grades 4-5) $25   Second Place Awards (Grades 4-5) $20 

First Place Awards (Grades 6-7) $25   Second Place Awards (Grades 6-7) $20 

First Place Awards (Grades 8-9) $35   Second Place Awards (Grades 8-9) $30 

First Place Awards (Grades 10-12) $50   Second Place Awards (Grades 10-12) $40 

 

Third Place Awards (Grades 1-3) $5 

Third Place Awards (Grades 4-5) $10 

Third Place Awards (Grades 6-7) $10 

Third Place Awards (Grades 8-9) $20 

Third Place Awards (Grades 10-12)   $30 

 

Essays will be judged in grade categories as follows: 
1st -3rd Grades         4th -5th Grades        6th -7th Grades      8th -9th Grades      10th -12th Grades 
 
See Judging Criteria Attached. 
 

FORMAT FOR ESSAY   
 Grades 7th – 12th typed or handwritten (legible) in 350 words or less 
 Grades 1st – 6th typed or handwritten in 200 words or less. 
 Double spaced 
 

SUBMISSIONS: Submissions should be delivered to the main office of your school.  School officials with 
submissions should contact Linda Smith at 501-844-1964 to make arrangements to deliver the essays to 
her or to have the essays picked up. 
 
DEADLINE All entries must be submitted no later than January 28, 2020.  

 
For more information, contact Evelyn Reed at 501-672-5764 or Linda Smith at 501-844-1964. Thank you! 
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2020 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Student Essay 
Theme: "We are Better Together” 
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Dr. Martin Luther King Essay Contest Scoring Rubric 
 

Student’s Name  _______________________________________   Grade______  School  
___________________________________Score______ 
 

Ideas Organization Sentence 
Fluency 

Word Choice Voice Conventions 

5 – This paper 
is clear and 
focused.  
Relevant 
details enrich 
the central 
theme.  
Important 
information 
goes beyond 
the obvious or 
predictable. 
 

5 – Inviting 
introduction 
and conclusion. 
Transitions 
clearly connect 
ideas. Details 
fit, sequence is 
logical and 
effective. 
Reading flows 
smoothly 

5 – Writing 
has an easy 
flow and 
rhythm.  
Sentences 
vary in 
length.  
Original 
sentence 
beginnings.  
Creative 
and 
appropriate 
connectives. 

5 – Words are 
specific and 
accurate, 
powerful and 
engaging.  
Choice 
enhances 
meaning and 
clarifies 
understanding. 

5 – Writer 
speaks 
directly to the 
reader. 
Reflects 
honesty or 
strong 
commitment 
to the topic. 

5 – Spelling 
generally 
correct.  
Punctuation 
accurate.  
Grammar 
usage correct.  
Consistent 
application of 
capitalization 
skills. 

3 – The writer 
is beginning to 
define the 
idea, even 
though 
development 
is still basic or 
general.  Ideas 
are reasonably 
clear, though 
may not be 
detailed or 
expanded 
enough to 
show 
understanding. 

3 – Has some 
recognizable 
introduction 
and conclusion.  
Sequencing 
shows some 
logic, but not 
consistent 
control.  
Transitions 
usually work 
well; at other 
times 
connections 
between ideas 
are fuzzy. 

3 – 
Sentences 
get the job 
done in a 
routine 
fashion.  
Sentence 
beginnings 
are not ALL 
alike; some 
variety is 
attempted. 

3 – Words are 
adequate and 
correct in a 
general sense.  
Words and 
phrases are 
functional 
with only one 
or two fine 
moments. 

3 – The writer 
communicates 
in an earnest, 
pleasing, yet 
safe manner.  
The writing 
doesn’t reflect 
unique or 
individual 
perspective on 
the topic. 

3 – Spelling 
usually 
correct.  End 
punctuation 
sometimes 
missing or 
wrong.  Most 
capitalization 
correct.  
Problems 
with 
grammar or 
usage not 
serious 
enough to 
distort 
meaning. 

1 – No clear 
purpose, 
limited 
information 
 

1 – No real 
lead or 
conclusion.  
Sequencing 
needs lots of 
work. 

1 – Choppy, 
incomplete; 
awkward.  
Begin the 
same way. 

1 – Words are 
non- 
specific.  
Limited 
vocabulary.  
Lifeless. 

1 – 
Development 
of topic 
limited and 
shows no 
point of view. 

1 – Frequent 
spelling, 
punctuation, 
capitalization 
errors 

Score:      
 


